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EnnuD,  according  to  Act  of  CongicM,  in  the  year  1B49, 
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of  New- York. 

INTRODUCTION. 


^  tlie  oonne  of  oocasional  visits  to  Canada  manj  years  since,  I 

*^^^^ine  intimatelj  acquainted  with  some  of  the  principal  partners 

^^  tbe  great  Northwest  For  Company,  who  at  that  time  lived  in 

^'^^^ial  style  at  Montreal,  and  kept  almost  open  house  for  the 

'^''^xiger.     At  their  hospitable  boards  I  occasionally  met  with 

P^^^ners,  and  clerks,  and  hardy  fur  traders  from  the  interior 

P^ls ;  men  who  had  passed  years  remote  from  civilised  society, 

^'^ong  distant  and  savage  tribes,  and  who  had  wonders  to  recount 

^  their  wide  and  wild  per^inations,  their  hunting  exploits,  and 

^eir  perilous  adventures  and  hair-breadth  escapes  among  the 

^dians.     I  was  at  an  age  when  imagination  lends  its  coloring  to 

^"^ery  thing,  and  the  stories  of  these  Sindbads  of  the  wildnerness 

^>Ude  the  life  of  a  trapper  and  fur  trader  perfect  romance  to  me. 

1  ereo  meditated  at  one  time  a  visit  to  the  remote  posts  of  the 

company  in  the  boats  which  annually  ascended  the  lakes  and 

nrers,  being  thereto  invited  by  one  of  the  partners ;  and  I  have 

ever  since  regretted  that  I  was  prevented  by  circumstances  from 

carrying  my  intention  into  effect     From  those  early  impressions, 
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tiie  grand  enterpriBM  of  the  great  far  oompuiiM,  tni  die  hanrd- 
{HU  errantry  of  tbeir  aaBooiates  in  the  wild  parte  of  our  vast  con- 
sent, have  alwaja  heen  themes  of  charmed  interest  to  me;  and 
I  have  felt  anxious  to  get  at  the  detuls  of  their  adTentorooB  ex- 
peditions among  the  savage  tribes  that  peopled  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness. 

About  two  years  ago,  not  long  after  my  return  from  a  tour 
upon  the  prairies  of  the  &r  West,  I  had  a  conversation  with  my 
friend,  Mr.  John  Jacob  Astor,  relative  to  that  portion  of  our 
country,  and  to  the  adventorons  traders  to  Santa  F^  and  the 
Columbia.  This  led  him  to  advert  to  a  great  enterprise  set  <m 
fiiot  and  oonduoted  by  him,  between  twenty  and  thirty  years 
Binoe,  having  for  its  object  to  carry  the  for  trade  across  theBooky 
Mountuns,  and  to  sweep  the  shores  of  the  Paoifio. 

Finding  that  I  took  an  interest  in  the  sabjeot,  he  expressed  a 
r^ret  that  the  tme  nature  and  extent  of  his  enterprise  and  its 
national  character  and  importance  had  never  been  understood, 
and  a  wish  that  I  would  undertake  to  give  an  account  of  it.  The 
suggestion  struck  upon  the  ohord  of  early  associations,  already 
vibrating  in  my  mind.  It  occurred  to  me  that  a  work  of  this 
kind  might  comprise  a  variety  of  those  curious  details,  so  inter- 
eating  to  me,  illustrative  of  the  for  trade  ;  of  its  remote  and  ad- 
venturous enterprises,  and  of  the  various  people,  and  tribes,  and 
castes,  and  obaraoters,  civilized  and  savage,  affected  by  its  opera- 
tions. The  journals,  and  letters  also,  of  the  adventurers  by  sea 
and  land  employed  by  Mr.  Astor  is  his  comprehensive  project, 
might  throw  light  upon  portions  of  oar  country  quite  ont  of  the 
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^mk  of  ordinAiy  tnvfd,  and  bs  yet  bat  little  known.  I  there- 
fae  Ut  disposed  to  nndertake  the  task,  provided  docnments  of 
Mioent  extent  and  minatenees  could  be  famished  to  me.  All 
Ae  papers  relatiTe  to  the  enterprise  were  aooordingly  sabmitted  to 
i^  iBspeetion.  Among  them  were  joamals  and  letters  narratii^ 
e^editions  by  sea^  and  joameys  to  and  fro  across  the  BxKsky 
Xonntains  by  routes  before  ontrayelled,  together  with  docnments 
ibttiatiTe  of  savage  and  colonial  life  on  the  borders  of  the 
^iciie.  With  soch  materials  in  hand,  I  andertook  the  work. 
Ae  koaUe  ef  mmmaging  among  business  papers,  and  of  col- 
Isctiiig  and  collating  facts  from  amidst  tedious  and  commonplace 
^^^^Ssj  was  spared  me  by  my  nephew,  Pierre  M.  Irring,  who 
*eted  as  my  pioneer,  and  to  whom  I  am  greatly  indebted  for 
''^'oothing  my  path  and  lightening  my  labors. 

As  the  journals,  on  which  I  chiefly  depended,  had  been  kept 
V  laen  of  business,  intent  upon  the  main  object  of  the  enter- 
P'^ae,  and  but  little  versed  in  science,  or  curious  about  matters 
iM^t  inunediately  bearing  upon  their  interests,  and  as  they  were 
^^tten  ofien  in  moments  of  fatigue  or  hurry,  amid  the  incon- 
^Q^ces  of  wild  encampments,  they  were  often  meagre  in  their 
<letailj9.  fumishiDg  hints  to  provoke  rather  than  narratives  to 
Bfttisfy  inquiry.     I  have,  therefore,  availed  myself  occasionally  of 
collateral  lights  supplied  by  the  published  journals  of  other  tra- 
velers who  have  visited  the  scenes  described :  such  as  Messrs. 
Lewis  and  Clarke,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Long,  Franchere,  and 
Ross  Cox,  and  make  a  general  acknowledgment  of  aid  received 
from  these  quarters. 
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The  work  I  here  present  to  the  pnblic,  is  neoeuArily  of  t 
nunbling  ukd  somewhat  disjointed  nature,  eomprising  nriooa 
expeditions  and  adventorea  by  Und  and  sea.  The  &ots,  however, 
will  proTe  to  be  linked  and  banded  together  hj  one  grand  Hoheme, 
devised  and  condnoted  by  a  master  spirit ;  one  set  of  oharaeters, 
also,  continues  throoghoat,  appearing  ocoasionally,  though  some- 
times at  long  intervals,  and  the  whole  enterprise  winds  up  by  a 
r^ular  oataatrophe ;  so  that  the  work,  without  any  labored  at- 
tempt at  artificial  oonstmotion,  actually  poBsesses  much  of  that 
onity  so  much  sought  after  in  works  of  fiction,  and  considered  bo 
important  to  the  interest  of  every  history. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


Two  leading  objects  of  commercial  gain  have  given  birth  to  wide 
and  daring  enterprise  in  the  early  history  of  the  Americas ;  the 
precious  metals  of  the  south,  and  the  rich  peltries  of  the  north. 
While  the  fiery  and  magnificent  Spaniard,  inflamed  with  the 
mania  for  gold^  has  extended  his  discoveries  and  conquests  over 
those  brilliant  countries  scorched  by  the  ardent  sun  of  the 
tropics,  the  adroit  and  buoyant  Frenchman,  and  the  cool  and 
calculating  Briton^  have  pursued  the  less  splendid,  but  no  less 
hermtive,  traflic  in  furs  amidst  the  hyperborean  regions  of  the 
Canadaa,  until  they  have  advanced  even  within  the  Arctic 
circle 

These  two  pursuits  have  thus  in  a  manner  been  the  pioneers 
ind  precursors  of  civilization.  Without  pausing  on  the  borders, 
they  have  penetrated  at  once,  in  defiance  of  diflSculties  and 
dangerji.  to  the  heart  of  savage  countries :  laying  open  the 
liidden  secrets  of  the  wilderness ;  leading  the  way  to  remote 
regions  of  beauty  and  fertility  that  might  have  remained  unex- 
plored for  ages,  and  beckoning  after  them  the  slow  and  pausing 
Bteps  of  agrioultare  and  civilization 

It  was  the  fur  trade,  in  fact,  which  gave  early  sustenance  and 
▼itality  to  the  great  Canadian  provinces.     Being  destitute  of  the 
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precious  metals,  at  that  time  the  leading  objects  of  American 
enterprise,  they  were  long  neglected  by  the  parent  country. 
The  French  adventurers,  however,  who  had  settled  on  the  banks 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  soon  found  that  in  the  rich  peltries  of  the 
interior,  they  had  sources  of  wealth  that  might  almost  rival  the 
mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru.  The  Indians,  as  yet  unacquainted 
with  the  artificial  value  given  to  somt  descriptions  of  furs,  in 
civilized  life,  brought  quantities  of  the  most  precious  kinds  and 
bartered  them  away  for  European  trinkets  and  cheap  commodi- 
ties. Immense  profits  were  thus  made  by  the  early  traders,  and 
the  traffic  was  pursued  with  avidity. 

As  the  valuable  furs  soon  became  scarce  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  settlements,  the  Indians  of  the  vicinity  were  stimulated 
to  take  a  wider  range  in  their  hunting  expeditions ;  they  were 
generally  accompanied  on  these  expeditions  by  some  of  the 
traders  or  their  dependents,  who  shared  in  the  toils  and  perils 
of  the  chase,  and  at  the  same  time  made  themselves  acquainted 
with  the  best  hunting  and  trapping  grounds,  and  with  the 
remote  tribes,  whom  they  encouraged  to  bring  their  peltries  to 
the  settlements.  In  this  way  the  trade  augmented,  and  was 
drawn  from  remote  quarters  to  Montreal.  Every  now  and  then 
a  large  body  of  Ottawas,  Hurons,  and  other  tribes  who  hunted 
the  countries  bordering  on  the  great  lakes,  would  come  down  in 
a  squadron  of  light  canoes,  laden  with  beaver  skins,  and  other 
spoils  of  their  year's  hunting.  The  canoes  would  be  unladen, 
taken  on  shore,  and  their  contents  disposed  in  order.  A  camp 
of  birch  bark  would  be  pitched  outside  of  the  town,  and  a  kind 
of  primitive  fair  opened  with  that  grave  ceremonial  so  dear  to 
the  Indians.  An  audience  would  be  demanded  of  the  governor- 
general,  who  would  hold  the  conference  with  becoming  state, 
seated  in  an  elbow  chair,  with  the  Indians  ranged  in  semicircles 
before  him,  seated  on  the  grdund,  and  silently  smoking  iheir 
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iqMB.     Speeches  would  be  made,  presents  exchanged,  and  the 
todienoe  would  break  up  in  universal  good  humor. ' 

Now  would  ensue  a  brisk  traffic  with  the  merchants,  and  all 
Montreal  would  be  alive  with  naked  Indians  running  from  shop 
to  shop,  bargaining  for  arms,  kettles,  knives,  axes,  blankets, 
hri^t-colored  cloths,  and  other  articles  of  use  or  fancy ;  upon  all 
which,  says  an  old  French  writer,  the  merchants  were  sure  to  clear 
at  lea£t  two  hundred  per  cent  There  was  no  money  used  in  this 
traffic,  and,  after- a^time,  all  payment  in  spirituous  liquors  was 
prohibited,  in  consequence  of  the  frantic  and  frightful  excesses 
and  bloody  brawls  which  they  were  apt  to  occasion. 

Their  wants  and  caprices  being  supplied,  they  would  take 
leave  of  the  governor,  strike  their  tents,  launch  their  canoes,  and 
ply  their  way  up  the  Ottawa  to  the  lakes. 

A  new  and  anomalous  class  of  men  gradually  grew  out  of 
this  trade.  These  were  called  coureurs  des  bois,  rangers  of  the 
woods :  originally  men  who  had  accompaDied  the  Indians  in  their 
hunting  expeditions,  and  made  themselves  acquainted  with  re- 
sote  tracts  and  tribes ;  and  who  now  became,  as  it  were,  pedlers 
of  the  wilderness.  These  men  would  set  out  from  Montreal  with 
canoes  well  stocked  with  goods,  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
would  make  their  way  up  the  mazy  and  wandering  rivers  that 
interlace  the  vast  forests  of  the  Canadas,  coasting  the  most 
remote  lakes,  and  creating  new  want.s  and  habitudes  among  the 
natives.  Sometimes  thev  sojourned  for  months  among  them, 
ai^ztimilating  to  their  tastes  and  habit:^  with  the  happy  facility  of 
Frenchmen :  adopting  in  some  degree  the  Indian  dress,  and  not 
anfre>|aently  taking  to  themselves  Indian  wives. 

Twelve,  fifteen,  eighteen  months  would  often  elapse  without 
any  tidings  of  them,  when  they  would  come  sweeping  their  way 
down  the  Ottawa  in  full  glee,  their  canoes  laden  down  with  packs 
of  beaver  skins.     Now  came  their  turn  for  revelry  and  extrava- 
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guiM.  ''You  would  be  smiued,"  saya  tu  old  write 
quoted, "  if  you  uw  how  lewd  these  pedlers  are  whei 
torn ;  how  the;  feast  and  game,  and  how  prodigal  the 
only  in  their  clothes,  but  upon  their  sweethearts.  Snol 
M  are  married  have  the  wiadom  to  retire  to  their  owi 
but  the  bachelors  sot  just  as  an  East  Indiaman  and  [ 
wont  to  do ;  for  they  larish,  eat,  drink,  and  play  all  awi 
as  die  goods  hold  out ;  and  when  these  are  gone,  they 
their  embroidery,  their  lace,  and  their  clothps.  This  ( 
are  (breed  upon  a  new  voyage  for  subsistence."* 

'  Many  of  these  coureurs  dca  bois  became  so  accueton 
Indian  mode  of  living,  and  the  perfect  freedom  of  the  « 
that  they  lost  all  relish  for  civilization,  and  identified  t 
with  the  savages  among  whom  they  dwelt,  or  could  oi 
tingatdied  from  them  by  superior  licentiousness.  Thei 
and  example  gradually  corrupted  the  natives,  and  im} 
works  of  the  Qatholio  missionaries,  who  were  at  this  ti 
eating  their  pious  labors  in  the  wilds  of  Canada. 

To  check  these  abuses,  and  to  protect  the  fur  ti 
varions  irregularities  practised  by  these  loose  advenl 
order  was  issued  by  the  French  government  prohibitin 
sons,  on  pain  of  death,  from  trading  into  the  interior  of 
try  without  a  license. 

These  licenses  were  granted  in  writing  by  the 
general,  and  at  first  were  given  only  to  persons  of  rcspe 
to  gentlemen  of  broken  fortunes ;  to  old  officers  of  the  : 
had  fiuuilies  to  provide  for ;  or  to  their  widows.  Ea( 
permitted  the  fitting  out  of  two  large  canoes  with  me 
for  the  lakes,  and  no  more  than  twenty-five  licenses  i 
issued  in  one  year.  By  degrees,  however,  private  lice 
also  granted,  and  the  number  rapidly  increased.  Thosi 
•  Li  HonUD,  v.  i.  kt.  4. 
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mot  rhwme  to  fit  out  the  expeditions  themselres,  were  permitted 
te  Eell  them  to  the  merchants :  these  employed  the  cmireurs  des 
Ms.  or  nngers  of  the  woods,  to  undertake  the  long  voyages  on 
dhare^w  and  thns  the  abases  of  the  old  system  were  reviyed  and 
eon  tinned.* 

The  pious  missionaries,  employed  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
church  to  convert  the  Indians,  did  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
eovntermct  the  profligacy  caosed  and  propagated  by  these  men  in 
the  heart  of  the  wilderness.  The  Catholic  chapel  might  often  be 
Bern  planted  beside  the  trading  house,  and  its  spire  surmounted 
K  a  cross,  towering  from  the  midst  of  an  Indian  village,  on  the 
l»nks  of  a  river  or  a  lake.  The  missions  had  often  a  beneficial 
fflect  on  the  simple  sons  of  the  forest,  but  had  little  power  over 
the  renegades  from  civilization. 

At  length  it  was  found  necessary  to  establish  fortified  posts 
It  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  and  the  lakes  for  the  protection 
of  the  trade,  and  the  restraint  of  these  profligates  of  the  wilder- 

*  TIk  IbQowmg  are  the  terms  on  which  these  expeditions  were  commonly 

ndertaken.     The  merchant  holding  the  license  woald  fit  oat  the  two  canoes 

vah  a  iboiBBnd  crowns  worth  of  goods,  and  pat  them  ander  the  conduct  of 

■X  eowcwB  des  bois,  to  whom  the  goods  were  charged  at  the  rate  of  fifteen 

per  oe&L  abore  the  ready  money  price  in  the  colony.     The  courears  des  boi9, 

a  Ukeir  torn,  dealt  so  sharply  with  the  savages,  that  they  generally  returned, 

« 'ie  end  oi  a  year  or  so,  with  four  canoes  well  laden,  so  as  to  insure  a  clear 

peoti  of  seren  bandred  per  cent.,  insomuch  that  the  thousand  crowns  invested, 

prodaced  eight  thoosand.     Of  this  extravagant  profit  the  merchant  had  the 

Ikb'i  fffaare.     In  the  first  place  he  would  set  aside  ax  hundred  crowns  for 

4e  cost  of  his  license,  then  a  thousand  crowns  for  the  cost  of  the  original 

■Krchandise.      This  would    Itrave  six  thousand   four   hundred   crowns,  troni 

»6jch  be  woold  uke  tony  per  cent,  for  bottomry,  amounting  to  two  thousand 

^f  Lundred  and  r.xtv  crown?.     The  residue  would  be  equally  divided  among 

^  *'X  wood  rangrrs,  who  would   thus  receive  little  more  than  six  hundred 

^'^Qs  for  all  their  toils  and  perils. 


neea.  The  most  important  of  these  wu  at  HiohilimackiBac, 
situated  at  the  etr&it  of  the  same  name,  which  connects  Lakes 
Huron  snd  Michigan.  It  became  the  great  interior  mart  and 
place  of  deposit,  and  some  of  the  regular  merchants  who  prose- 
cuted the  trade  in  person,  under  their  Ucensee,  formed  establish- 
ments here.  This,  too,  was  a  rendezroua  for  the  rangers  of  tbe 
woods,  as  well  those  who  came  up  with  goods  from  Montreal  u 
those  who  returned  with  peltries  from  the  interior.  Here  new 
expeditions  were  fitted  oat  'and  took  their  departure  for  Lake 
Michigan  and  the  Mississippi ;  Lake  Snperior  and  the  north- 
west ;  and  here  the  peltries  brought  In  return  were  embarked  fbr 
Montreal, 

The  French  merchant  at  his  trading  post,  in  these  primitive 
days  of  Canada,  was  a  kind  of  commercial  patriarch.  With  the 
lax  habits  and  easy  familiarity  of  hia  race,  he  had  a  little  world 
of  self-indulgence  and  misrule  around  him.  He  had  hia  clerks, 
canoe-men,  and  retainers  of  all  kinds,  who  lived  with  him  on 
terms  of  perfect  sociability,  always  calling  him  by  his  Christian 
name ;  ho  bad  his  harem  of  Indian  beauties,  and  his  troop  of 
half-breed  children ;  nor  was  there  ever  wanting  a  lonti&g  train, 
of  Indians,  hanging  about  the  establishment,  eating  and  drinking 
at  bis  expense  in  the  intervals  of  their  hunting  expeditions. 

The  Canadian  traders,  for  a  long  time,  had  troublesome  cool — 
petitors  in  the  British  merchants  of  New- York,  who  inveigled  th^3 
Indian  hanters  and  the  coureurs  des  bois  to  their  posts,  Bnc3 
traded  with  them  on  more  favorable  terms.  A  still  more  foK"- 
midable  opposition  was  organited  in  the  Hudson  Bay  Gompan^i 
chartered  by  Charles  II,  in  16T0,  with  the  exclusive  privtl^e  o'f 
establishing  trading  houses  on  the  shores  of  that  bay  and  itie 
tributary  rivers;  a  privilege  which  they  have  maintained  to  tH*' 
present  day.  Between  this  British  company  and  the  Frenol^ 
merchants  of  Canada,  feuds  and  oontcsts  arose  about  all^a<S 
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nnfiiiigeiiieiitB  ci  territorial  limits,  and  acts  of  violence  and 
Uoodshed  occorred  between  their  agents. 

In  1762.  the  French  lost  possession  of  Canada,  and  the  trade 

fiell  principallj  into  the  hands  of  British  subjects.     For  a  time, 

haverer,  it  shrunk  within  narrow  limits.     The  old  caureurs  des 

hois  were  broken  up  and  dispersed,  or,  where  they  could  be  met 

with,  were  slow  to  accustom  themselTCs  to  the  habits  and  man- 

•era  of  their   British  employers.      They  missed   the  freedom, 

indulgence,  and  &miliarity  of  the  old  French  trading  houses, 

and  did  not  relish  the  sober  exactness,  resenre,  and  method  of 

the  new-comers.     The  British  traders,  too,  were  ignorant  of  the 

coontrr.  and  distrustful  of  the  natives.     They  had  reason  to  be 

10.     The  treacherous  and  bloody  affairs  of  Detroit  and  Michili- 

aackinac  showed  them  the  lurking  hostility  cherished  by  the 

laTages.  who  had  too  long  been  taught  by  the  French  to  regard 

them  as  enemies. 

It  was  not  until  the  year  1766,  that  the  trade  regained  its  old 
channels :  but  it  was  then  pursued  with  much  aridity  and  emula- 
tion by  individual  merchants,  and  soon  transcended  its  former 
bounds.  Expeditions  were  fitted  out  by  various  persons  from 
Montreal  and  Michilimackinac,  and  rivalships  and  jealousies  of 
eourse  ensued.  The  trade  was  injured  by  their  artifices  to  out- 
bid and  undermine  each  other :  the  Indians  were  debauched  by 
tLe  sale  of  spirituous  liquors,  which  had  been  prohibited  under 
the  French  rule.  Scenes  of  drunkennes.s,  brutalitv,  and  brawl 
vere  the  conse^juence,  in  the  Indian  villages  and  around  the 
trading  houses;  while  bloody  feuds  took  place  between  rival 
trying  j»artie:*  when  they  happened  to  encounter  each  other  in 
lite  lawleii^s  depths  of  the  wilderness. 

To  put  an  end  to  these  sordid  and  ruinous  contentions, 
Several  of  the  principal  merchants  of  Montreal  entered  into  a 
Partnership  in  the  winter  of    1783,  which  was  augmented  by 
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unalgantation  vrith  a  rirsl  company  in  1787.  TInu  wu  owtmtei 
tbe  famous  "NorthweHt  Company,"  which  for  a  time  held  a 
lordly  sway  over  the  wintry  lakes  u)d  botmdlesa  foreets  of  the 
Ganadaa,  almost  equal  to  that  of  the  Eaat  India  Oompany  onr 
the  voluptuous  climos  and  magnificent  realms  of  the  OFient. 

The  company  consisted  of  twenty-three  shareholdeiB,  or  ptrt- 
ners,  hut  held  in  its  employ  about  two  thousand  persona  as  olerln, 
guides,  interpret«rB,  and  "  voyagcurs,"  or  hoatmen.  These  were 
distributed  at  various  trading  posts,  established  tai  and  wide  on 
the  interior  lakes  and  rivers,  at  immense  distances  from  eaeh 
other,  and  in  the  heart  of  trackless  countries  and  savage  tribes. 

Several  of  the  partners  resided  in  Montreal  and  Quebec,  to 
manage  the  main  concerns  of  the  company.  These  were  called 
agents,  and  were  personages  of  great  weight  and  importaneej 
the  other  partners  t«ok  their  stations  at  the  interior  posts,  where 
they  remained  throughout  the  winter,  to  snperintend  the  inter- 
conrse  with  the  various  tribes  of  Indians.  They  were  tKenoe 
called  wintering  partners. 

The  goods  destined  for  this  wide  and  wandering  traffic  were 
put  up  at  the  warehouses  of  the  company  in  Montreal,  and  con- 
veyed in  battcanz,  or  boats  and  canoes,  up  the  river  Attaw«,  or 
Ottowa,  which  fiills  into  the  St.  Lawrence  near  Montreal,  and  I7 
other  rivers  and  portages,  to  Lake  Nipising,  Lake  Huron,  Lake 
Superior,  and  thence,  by  several  chains  of  great  and  small  lakes,  to 
Lake  Winipeg,  Lake  Athabasca,  and  the  great  Slave  Lake.  This 
singular  and  bcautifbl  system  of  internal  seas,  which  renders  «> 
immense  region  of  wilderness  so  accessible  to  the  frui  bark  of 
the  Indian  or  the  trader,  was  studded  by  the  remote  posts  of  tbo 
company,  where  they  carried  on  their  traffic  with  the  surrounding 
tribes. 

The  company,  ^  we  have  shown,  was  at  first  a  spontaneoas 
assooiation  of  merchants ;  but,  after  it  had  been  regularly  ox- 
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ii  beeame  ertremely  dilRonli     A  oa&- 

|U«lf  hfd  to  enteri  m  il  w«re^  '^before  the  masty"  to  undergo 

%]o^g  ptohitioiii  and  to  ike  abwly  hy  hia  merits  and  aeirioefl. 

fll^  ^■nlf  ^  Ml  early  age,  aa  a  elerk|  and  served  an  apprentioe- 

il^  qf  iofwi  yeara^lbr  wUeli  lie  reoeiyed  one  hnndred  iwonds 

iliriimg^  na  laamtained  at  tbe  expense  of  the  oompany,  and  f or- 

with  smtable  elolhmg  and  eqpiipments.     His  probation 

gmmtUj  paaaed  at  the  interior  toading  posts  ,*  removed  for 

jmn  inm  eiriliaed  sooietyy  leading  a  li&  almost  aa  wild  and  pre- 

tHOMi  as  the  savages  around  him ;  exposed  to  the  severities  of 

a  natllMra  winter,  often  sufiering  from  a  scaroity  of  food,  and 

UmatnMa  deatitnte  for  a  long  time  of  both  bread  and  salt 

VhsB  Ua  iq^^entioeship  had  expired,  he  received  a  sakiy  ao- 

ittdii^  to  hia  deserts,  varying  from  eighty  to  one  hnndred  and 

risfy  pownda  sterling,  and  was  now  eligible  to  the  great  object  of 

Us  ambition,  a  partnership  in  the  company ;  though  years  might 

Jfi  dapae  before  be  attained  to  that  enviable  station. 

Moat  of  the  derks  were  young  men  <^good  families,  from  the 
H^lMMids  of  Scotland,  charaoteriied  by  the  perseverance,  thrift, 
led  iddity  of  their  country,  and  fitted  by  their  native  hardihood 
is  wsounter  the  rigorous  climate  of  the  north,  and  to  endure  the 
Ms  aad  pnvationa  of  their  lot ;  though  it  must  not  be  con- 
«idsd  that  the  constitutions  of  many  of  them  became  impaired 
I9  the  hardships  of  the  wilderness,  and  their  stomachs  injured 
lyeecasional  fiunishing,  and  especially  by  the  want  of  bread  and 
ilk  Now  and  then,  at  an  interval  of  years,  they  were  permitted 
io  come  down  on  a  visit  to  the  establishment  at  Montreal,  to 
liQnit  their  health,  and  to  have  a  taste  of  civilized  life ;  and 
i^tMwere  brilliant  spots  in  their  existence. 

As  to  the  principal  partners,  or  agents,  who  resided  in  Mon- 
^iMl  and  Quebec,  they  formed  a  kind  of  commercial  aristocracy, 
K^  in  hnrdly  and  hospitable  style.     Their  early  associations, 
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when  clerks  at  the  remote  trading  posta,  Budtfie  pletanres,  daa- 
gerR,  adrentuTOS,  and  mtshaps  which  they  had  shared  together  in 
their  wild  wood  life,  lind  linked  them  heartily  to  each  other,  so 
that  they  formed  a  convivial  fraternity.  Few  travellers  that  han 
visited  Canada  some  thirty  years  since,  in  the  days  of  the  HTa- 
viBhos,  the  M'Gillivrays,  the  M'KeniioB,  tlie  Frohishers,  and  th« 
other  magnates  of  the  northwest,  when  the  company  was  in  all 
its  glory,  but  must  remember  the  round  of  feasting  and  revelry 
kept  up  among  these  hyperborean  nabobs. 

Sometimes  one  or  two  partners,  recently  from  the  interior 
posts,  would  make  their  appearance  in  New- York,  in  the  course 
of  a  tour  of  pleasure  and  curiosity.  On  these  occasions  there 
was  always  a  degree  of  mnguificenuc  of  the  pnrse  about  them,  and 
a  peculiar  propensity  to  eipenditurc  at  the  goldsmith's  and  jewel- 
ler's, for  rings,  chains,  brooches,  necklaces,  jewelled  watches,  and 
other  rich  trinkets,  partly  for  their  own  wear,  partly  for  presents 
to  their  female  acquaintances ;  a  gorgeous  prodigality,  such  u 
was  often  to  be  noticed  in  former  times  in  southern  planters  and 
West  India  Creoles,  when  flush  with  the  profits  of  their  plan- 
tations. 

To  behold  the  Northwest  Company  in  all  its  state  and  gran- 
deur, however,  it  was  necessary  to  witness  an  annual  gathering 
at  the  great  interior  place  of  conference  established  at  Fort 
William,  near  what  is  called  the  tirand  Portage,  on  Lake  Supe- 
rior. Here  two  or  three  of  the  leading  partners  from  Montreal 
proceeded  once  a  year  to  meet  the  partners  from  the  rariooi 
trading  posts  of  the  wilderness,  to  discuss  the  affairs  of  the 
company  during  the  preceding  year,  and  to  arrange  plans  for  ths 

On  these  occasions  might  be  seen  the  change  since  the  uncere- 
monious times  of  the  old  French  traders  ;  now  the  oriBtoeraticil 
charaoter  of  the  Briton  shone  forth  magnificently,  or  rather  the 
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■pint flf  tli» Bjg|UMid«r.  Ivwy ptrteeririio Iiftd duurgs 
tftMi  iBlOTiorpos^  and  a  ^oore-of  reteinen  al  hia  oommand,  felt« 
Ilia  diiillam  of  a  Highland  elan,  and  was  almost  as  impor- 
ia  As  Cjjaa  €f  bis  dependents  as  of  himself  TohimaTisit 
tailiegniid  eonteenee  at  Fort  William  was  a  most  imp<Nrtant 
;  aad  1m  rsfaiied  there  as  to  a  meeting  of  parliament 
The  part&sn-^hxn  Montreal,  howerer,  wore  the  lords  of  the 
r  eomi^g  firam  the  midst  of  lumrums  and  ostentations 
Iftythsjqnite  eidipsed  their  eompeers  from  the  woods,  whose 
hmm  and  fiees  had  been  h«ttered  and  hardened  by  hard  living 
nd  hard  senriee,  and  whose  garments  and  equipments  were  all 
ttiVHse  ibr  wear.  Indeed,  the  partners  from  below  oonsidered 
ihiiriide  dignity  of  the  oompany  as  represented  in  their  persons, 
ttisondooted  themselyes  in  snitaUe  style.  They  asoended  the 
riws  in  great  state,  like  soyereigns  making  a  progress :  or  ra^er 
Bgi  Highland  chieftains  navigating  their  subject  lakes.  They 
^x^t  wv^ped  in  rich  furs,  their  huge  canoes  freighted  with  every 
^Mnmimoe  and  luxury,  and  manned  by  Canadian  voyageurs,  as 
^kfioit  as  Highland  clansmen.  They  carried  up  with  them 
*^  and  bakers,  together  with  delicacies  of  every  kind,  and 
^Wadanee  of  ehoioe  wines  Ibr  the  banquets  which  attended  this 
Km!  eonvocation.  Happy  were  they,  too,  if  they  could  meet 
villi  some  distinguished  stranger ;  above  all,  some  titled  member 
^  the  British  nobility,  to  accompany  them  on  this  stately  occa- 
>)0B,  and  grace  their  high  solemnities. 

Fort  William,  the  scene  of  this  important  annual  meeting, 
W  a  considerable  village  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Superior.  Here, 
b  aa  immense  wooden  building,  was  the  great  council  hall,  as  also 
^  banquetiiig  chamber,  decorated  with  Indian  arms  and  acoou- 
tfCBients,  and  the  trophies  of  the  fur  trade.  The  lA>use  swarmed 
tf  this  time  with  traders  and  voyageurs,  some  from  Montreal, 
hand  to  the  interior  posts ;  some  from  the  interior  posts,  bound 
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to  Montreal  The  councils  were  held  in  great  state,  for  erery 
member  felt  as  if  sitting  in  parliament,  and  every  retainer  and 
dependent  looked  up  to  the  assemblage  with  awe,  as  to  the  honae 
of  lords.  There  was  a  vast  deal  of  solemn  deliberation,  and 
hard  Scottish  reasoning,  with  an  occasional  swell  of  pompona 
declamation. 

These  grave  and  weighty  councils  were  alternated  by  huge 
fsasts  and  revels,  like  some  of  the  old  feasts  described  in  Hi^- 
land  castles.  The  tables  in  the  great  banqueting  room  gnmati 
under  the  weight  of  game  of  all  lands ;  of  vouison  from  the 
woods,  and  fish  from  the  lakee,  with  hunters'  delicacies,  such  as 
buffaloes'  tongues,  and  beavers'  tails  ;  and  various  luxuries  from 
Montreal,  all  served  up  by  experienced  cooks  brought  for  the  pur- 
pose. There  was  no  stint  of  generous  wine,  for  it  was  a  hard- 
drinking  period,  a  time  of  loyal  toasts,  and  baochanali&n  son^ 
and  brimming  bumpers. 

While  the  chiefs  thus  revelled  in  ball,  and  made  the  rafter^a 
resound  with  bursts  of  loyalty  and  old  Scottish  songs,  chanle^^ 
in  voices  cracked  and  sharpened  by  the  northern  blast,  the«.3 
merriment  was  echoed  and  prolonged  by  a  mongrel  legion  of  i^d 
tainers,  Canadian  voyageurs,  half-breeds,  Indian  hunters,  aisd 
vagabond  hangers-on,  w^io  feasted  sumptuously  without  on  tba 
crumbs  that  fell  from  their  table,  and  made  the  welkin  ring  wtClk 
old  French  ditties,  mingled  with  Indian  yelps  and  yellings. 

Such  was  the  Northwest  Company  in  its  powerful  and  pros- 
perous days,  when  it  held  a  kind  of  feudal  sway  over  a  vaat 
domain  of  lake  and  forest.  We  are  dwelling  too  long,  perha{s> 
upon  these  individual  pictures,  endeared  to  us  by  the  associations 
of  early  life,  when,  as  yet  a  stripling  youth,  we  ha\p  sat  at  tho 
hospitable  boMds  of  the  "  mighty  Northwesters,"  the  lords  of  tba 
ascendant  at  Montreal,  and  gaied  with  wondering  and  ineipa- 
rienoed  eye  at  the  baronial  waasuUng,  and  listened  with  uton-. 
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etix  to  their  tales  of  hardships  and  adyentures.  It  is  one 
objeot  iji  our  task,  however,  to  present  scenes  of  the  rough  life 
of  the  wilderness,  and  we  are  tempted  to  fix  these  few  memorials 
of  a  transient  state  of  things  fast  passing  into  oblivion ; — ^for  the 
feudal  state  of  Fort  William  is  at  an  end ;  its  council  chamber  is 
alent  and  deserted;  its  banquet  hall  no  longer  echoes  to  the 
burst  of  loyalty,  or  the  '^  auld  world "  ditty ;  the  lords  of  the 
lakes  and  forests  have  passed  away ;  and  the  hospitable  magnates 
of  Montreal — where  are  theyf 


CHAPTER  n. 

The  success  of  t^e  Northwest  Gompanj  stimal&ted  farther  enter 
prise  in  this  opening  and  apparently  boundless  field  of  profik 
The  traffic  of  that  company  lay  principally  in  the  high  nordera 
latitudes,  while  there  were  immense  regions  to  the  south  and 
west,  known  to  abound  with  valuable  peltries;  but  which,  as  yet, 
had  been  but  little  explored  by  the  fur  trader.  A  new  aseotnstion 
of  British  merchants  was  therefore  formed,  to  prosecute  the  trade 
in  this  direction.  The  chief  factory  was  established  at  the  oU 
emporium  of  Michilimacldnoo,  fi'om  which  place  the  association 
took  its  name,  and  was  commonly  called  the  Mackinaw  Company. 

While  the  Northwesters  continued  to  push  their  enterprises 
into  the  hyperborean  regions  from  their  strong-hold  at  Fort  Wil- 
liam, and  to  hold  almost  sorereign  sway  over  the  tribes  of  thft 
npper  lakes  and  rivers,  the  Mackinaw  Company  sent  forth  titeip 
light  perogues,  and  barks,  by  Green  Bay,  Fox  BiTer,  and  tha 
Wisconsin,  to  that  great  artery  of  the  west,  the  Mississippi ;  aiu) 
down  that  stream  to  all  its  tributary  rivers.  In  this  way  they 
hoped  soon  to  monopolJES  the  trade  with  all  the  tribes  on  tiu 
southern  and  western  waters,  and  of  those  vast  tracts  oomprised 
in  ancient  Louisiana. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  began  to  view  with  a 
wary  eye  the  growing  influence  thus  acquired  by  combinations  of 
foreigners,  over  the  aboriginal  tribes  inhabiting  its  territoriea, 
and  endeavored  to  ooanteraot  it.  For  this  purpose,  as  early  as 
1796,  the  government  scut  out  agents  to  establish  rival  trftding 
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Inmaes  on  the  frontier,  so  as  to  sapplj  the  wants  of  the  Indians ; 
^  link  their  interests  and  feelings  with  those  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  divert  this  important  branch  of  trade  into 
^tional  channels. 

The  expedient,  howeyer,  was  nnsnccessfiil,  as  most  commer- 
cial expedients  are  prone  to  be,  where  the  dull  patronage  of  gov- 
^vnunent  is  counted  upon  to  outvie  the  keen  activity  of  private 
^Witerprise.     What  government  failed  to  effect,  however,  with  all 
patronage  and  all  its  agents,  was  at  length  brought  about  by 
enterprise  and  perseverance  of  a  single  merchant,  one  of  its 
^iidopted  citizens ;  and  this  brings  us  to  speak  of  the  individual 
enterprise  is  the  especial  subject  of  the  following  pages ; 
man  whose  name  and  character  arc  worthy  of  being  enrolled 
the  history  of  commerce,  as   illustrating   its   noblest  aims 
^nd  soundest  maxims.     A  few  brief  anecdotes  of  his  early  life, 
mnd  of  the  circumstances  which   first   determined   him   to  the 
Irmnch  of  commerce  of  which  we  arc  treating,  cannot  be  but 
interesting. 

John  Jacob  Astor,  the  individual  in  question,  was  born  in  the 
honest  little  Grcrman  village  of  Waldorf,  near  Heidelberg,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine.  He  was  brought  up  in  the  simplicity  of 
rural  life,  but,  while  yet  a  mere  stripling,  left  his  home,  and 
launched  himself  amid  the  busy  scenes  of  London,  having  had, 
from  his  very  boyhood,  a  singular  presentiment  that  he  would 
ultimately  arrive  at  great  fortune. 

At  the  close  of  the  American  Revolution  he  was  still  in  Lon- 
don, and  scarce  on  the  threshold  of  active  life.  An  elder  brother 
had  been  for  some  few  years  resident  in  the  United  States,  and 
Mr.  Astor  determined  to  follow  him,  and  to  seek  his  fortunes  in 
the  rising  country.  Investing  a  small  sum  which  he  had  amassed 
since  leaving  his  native  village,  in  merchandise  suited  to  the 
American  market,  he  embarked,  in  the  month  of  November,  17S3, 
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in  a  abip  bound  to  Baltimore,  and  airived  in  Hampton  Roads  in 
the  month  of  January.  The  winter  was  extremely  severe,  and  the 
Bhip,  with  many  others,  was  detained  bj  the  ice  in  and  about 
Chesapeake  Bay  for  nearly  three  months. 

During  this  period,  the  passengers  of  the  varioos  ships  nsed 
oocasionally  to  go  on  shore,  and  mingle  sociably  together.  In 
this  way  Mr.  Astor  became  acquainted  with  a  conntryman  of 
bie,  «  furrier  by  trade.  Having  had  a  previouB  impression  tiut 
this  might  be  a  lucrative  trade  in  the  New  World,  lie  made  many 
inquiries  of  his  new  acquaintance  on  the  subject,  who  cheerfully 
gave  him  all  the  information  in  bis  power  as  to  the  quality  and 
value  of  different  furs,  and  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  traffic. 
He  subsequently  accompanied  him  to  New- York,  and,  by  his  ad- 
vice, Mr.  Astor  was  induced  to  invest  the  proceeds  of  bis  ner 
chandise  in  furs.  With  these  he  sailed  from  New-York  to 
London  in  1784,  disposed  of  them  advantageously,  made  himself 
further  acquainted  with  the  course  of  the  trade,  and  returned  the 
same  year  to  New-York,  with  a  view  to  settle  in  the  United 
States. 

He  now  devoted  himself  to  the  branch  of  commeroe  with 
which  he  had  thus  casually  been  made  acquainted.  Ha  b^an 
his  career,  of  course,  on  the  narrowest  scale ;  but  he  brought  to 
tbe  task  a  persevering  industry,  rigid  economy,  and  striet  iDt«g- 
rity.  To  these  were  added  an  aspiring  spirit  that  always  looked 
upward;  a  genius  bold,  fertile,  and  expansive;  a  sagacity  qniok 
to  grasp  and  convert  every  circumstance  to  its  advantage,  and  a 
singular  and  never  wavering  confidence  of  signal  success.* 

■  An  iiuunce  of  this  bnormt  eonlidtnce,  whicb  no  doubt  udnl  to  praJBca 
the  nccen  it  ■olicipited,  we  have  from  ihr  lipa  ot  Mr.  A,  hiniKtC  WUU 
yet  almoM  ■  ttnngrr  in  the  cilj,  and  in  very  narroir  circa matanca,  be  p«mmI 
bp  where  a  row  of  hoiues  had  jost  been  erected  in  Broadway,  and  which,  from 
the  nprrior  Myle  of  th«ii  architectnre,  were  the  ulk  and  bOMI  «f  ifae  oiqr. 


DEALINGS  IN  CANADA.  5^ 

As  yet,  trade  in  peltries  was  not  organized  in  the  United 
States,  and  could  not  be  said  to  form  a  regular  line  of  business. 
Fors  and  skins  were  casually  collected  by  the  country  traders  in 
their  dealings  with  the  Indians  or  the  white  hunters,  but  the 
maiQ  supply  was  derived  from  Canada.  As  Mr.  Astor's  means 
inoreftsed,  he  made  annual  visits  to  Montreal,  where  he  purchased 
tan  from  the  houses  at  that  place  engaged  in  the  trade.  These 
lie  shipped  from  Canada  to  London,  no  direct  trade  being  allowed 
from  that  colony  to  any  but  the  mother  country. 

In  1794  or  ^95,  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain  removed  the 
restrictions  imposed  upon  the  trade  with  the  colonies,  and  opened 
ft  direct  commercial  intercourse  between  Canada  and  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Astor  was  in  London  at  the  time,  and  immediately 
made  a  contract  with  the  agents  of  the  Northwest  Company  for 
fors.  He  was  now  enabled  to  import  them  from  Montreal  into 
the  United  States  for  the  home  supply,  and  to  be  shipped  thence 
to  different  parts  of  Europe,  as  well  as  to  China,  which  has  ever 
been  the  best  market  for  the  richest  and  finest  kinds  of  peltry. 

The  treaty  in  question  provided,  likewise,  that  the  military 
posts  occupied  by  the  British  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the 
United  States,  should  be  surrendered.  Accordingly,  Oswego, 
Niagara,  Detroit,  Michilimackinac,  and  other  posts  on  the  Ameri- 
can side  of  the  lakes,  were  given  up.  An  opening  was  thus  made 
for  the  American  merchant  to  trade  on  the  confines  of  Canada, 
and  within  the  territories  of  the  United  States.  After  an  inter- 
val of  some  years,  about  1807,  Mr.  Astor  embarked  in  this  trade 
on  his  own  account.  His  capital  and  resources  had  by  this  time 
greatly  augmented,  and  he  had  risen  from  small  beginnings  to 
take  his  place  among  the  first  merchants  and  financiers  of  the 

■Pll  bnikl,  ODC  day  or  other,  a  greater  house  than  any  of  these,  in  thia  very 
fOeet, '  Mid  be  to  himMlf.    He  has  accomplished  his  predicUon. 


ootintry.  Hu  geuiua  had  ever  been  in  tdruiM  of  bis  (nroan- 
Btanoes,  prompting  him  t«  new  and  vide  fields  of  enterpriie 
beyond  the  scope  of  ordinary  merchants.  With  ftll  his  ei)t«i]niM 
and  resources,  however,  be  soon  found  the  power  and  inflnenea 
of  the  Michilimackiuac  (or  Mackinaw)  Company  too  great  fiir 
him,  having  engrossed  most  of  the  trade  within  the  Amenean 
borders. 

A  plan  had  to  be  devised  to  enable  him  to  enter  into  BoeoBai- 
&1  competition.  He  was  aware  of  the  wish  of  the  AwmrMM 
government,  already  stated,  that  the  Air  trade  witlun  ita  bosnda' 
Ties  should  be  in  the  hands  of  American  oitisens,  and  of  the  inef- 
fectual measures  it  had  token  to  accomplish  that  object.  He  now 
offored,  if  uded  and  protected  by  government,  to  torn  the  \riiola 
of  that  trade  into  American  channeb.  He  was  invited  to  onfidd 
his  plans  to  gOTemment,  and  they  were  warmly  approved,  though, 
the  executive  could  give  no  direct  aid. 

Thns  countenanced,  however,  be  obtained,  in  1809,  a  ohartes 
from  the  legislature  of  the  8tat«  of  New- York,  incorporating  m 
company  under  the  name  of  "  The  American  Fur  Company,"  witb 
a  capHal  of  one  million  of  dollars,  with  the  privil^e  of  increauny 
it  to  two  millions.  The  capital  was  fnruished  by  himself-^^ 
in  fact,  constituted  the  company ;  for,  though  he  had  a  board 
of  directors,  they  were  merely  nominal ;  the  whole  busineas  was 
conducted  on  bis  plans,  and  with  his  resonrcee,  bat  he  preferred 
to  do  so  under  the  imposing  and  formidable  aspect  of  a  corpora- 
tion, rather  than  in  his  individual  name,  and  his  policy  was  sag^ 
oions  and  effective. 

As  the  Mackinaw  Company  still  continued  its  rivalry,  and  ai 
the  for  trade  would  not  advantageously  admit  of  competition,  he 
made  a  new  arrangement  in  181),  by  which,  in  conjunction  with 
certain  partners  of  the  Northwest  Company,  and  other  persona 
engaff»d  in  the  far  trade,  he  bought  out  the  Mackinaw  Company, 
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Hid  mwged  tbaft  mad  ihe  Amerioan  For  Company  into  a  new 
taaoeiation,  to  be  called  ^  The  Southwest  Company.''  This  he 
likewiM  did  with  the  privity  and  approbation  of  the  American 
l^offominsiii. 

By  this  arrangement  Mr.  Astor  became  proprietor  of  one 
kalf  of  the  Indian  establishments  and  goods  which  the  Mackinaw 
Company  had  within  the  territory  of  the  Indian  country  in  the 
United  States,  and  it  was  understood  that  the  whole  was  to  be 
Mirandered  into  his  hands  at  the  expiration  of  five  years,  on 
eondition  thai  the  American  company  would  not  trade  within 
iM  iSntish  ctominions. 

Unluekily,  the  war  which  broke  out  in  1812  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  suspended  the  association ;  and, 
after  the  war,  it  was  entirely  dissolved ;  congress  having  passed 
a  kw  prohibiting  British  fur  traders  from  prosecuting  their 
enterprises  within  the  territories  of  the  United  States. 
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While  the  various  companieB  wa  have  notioed  were  pndung  thetr 
euterpriaea  for  and  wide  in  the  wilda  of  Canada,  and  along  tit* 
conrse  of  the  great  westeni  waters,  other  advfflitnrera,  intent  on 
the  same  objecta,  were  trayersing  the  watery  wastes  of  the  Faoii* 
and  skirting  the  northwest  coast  of  America.  The  last  vojmgp 
of  that  renowned  but  nnfortnnato  disoorerer,  Gaptun  Coc^  hkd 
made  known  the  Tut  qnantiUes  of  the  sea-otter  to  he  fonnd  along 
that  coast,  and  the  immense  prices  to  be  obtained  for  its  for  in 
China.  It  was  as  if  a  new  gold  coast  had  been  disooTOTod.  In* 
diTiduals  from  varions  oountries  dashed  into  this  luorative  tnfit^ 
BO  that  in  the  year  1792,  there  were  twenty-one  vesMls  nndar 
different  flags,  plying  along  the  coast  and  trading  with  the  na- 
tives.  The  greater  part  of  them  were  Amerioan,  and  owned  by 
Boston  merchants.  They  generally  remained  on  the  ooast,  and 
about  the  adjacent  seas,  for  two  years,  carrying  on  as  wandering 
and  adventurous  a  commeroe  on  the  water  as  did  the  traders  and 
trappers  on  land.  Their  trade  extended  along  the  whole  ooaat 
from  California  to  the  high  northern  latitudes.  They  would  ran 
in  near  shore,  anchor,  and  wait  for  the  natives  to  come  off  in 
tbeir  canoes  with  peltries.  The  trade  exhausted  at  one  plaoo^ 
they  would  up  anchor  and  off  to  another.  In  this  way  th^  wonld 
consume  the  summer,  and  when  autumn  came  on,  wonld  run 
down  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  winter  in  some  friendly  and 
plentiful  harbor.  In  the  following  year  they  would  resume  tlieir 
Bummer  trade,  commencing  at  California  and  proceeding  north ; 
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aad,  iMTiag  in  the  oonne  of  the  two  fleasoiui  collected  a  snfficieiit 
tfttgD  of  peltriai,  would  mako  the  best  of  their  way  to  China. 
Hwo  Ikqr  woold  mU  tlidr  ton,  take  in  teas,  nankeens,  and  other 

and  reliini  to  Boston,  after  an  abeence  of  two  or 


peofAe^  howereri  who  entered  meet  extensively  and  effeo- 

IB  Hm  finr  tmdeof  the  Pimfie,  were  the  Russians.    Instead 

ToyagaSy  in  transient  ships,  they  established 

in  the  high  latitudes,  along  the  northwest 

of  Aaiorioai  and  upon  the  chain  of  the  Aleutian  islands 

and  the  promontory  of  Alaska. 

To  piOHOte  and  protect  these  enterprises,  a  company  was 

iiiowpowiiad  by  the  Bnssian  goyemment  with  exclusive  privi- 

and  a  capital  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  pounds 

^  and  the  sovereignty  of  that  part  of  the  American  oonti* 

aloi^^  the  coast  of  which  the  posts  had  been  established, 

by  the  Bnssian  crown,  on  the  plea  that  the  land 

disooverod  and  occupied  by  its  subjects. 

As  China  was  the  grand  mart  for  the  furs  collected  in  these 

quarters,  the  Bussians  had  the  advantage  over  their  competitors 

in  Hm  trade     The  latter  had  to  take  their  peltries  to  Canton, 

which,  however,  was  a  mere  receiving  mart,  from  whence  they 

had  to  be  distributed  over  the  interior  of  the  empire  and  sent  to 

the  northern  parts,  where  there  was  the  chief  consumption.    The 

Russians,  on  the  contrary,  carried  their  furs,  by  a  shorter  voyage, 

directly  to  the  northern  parts  of  the  Chinese  empire ;  thus  being 

able  to  afford  them  in  the  market  without  the  additional  cost  of 

internal  transportation. 

We  come  now  to  the  immediate  field  of  operation  of  the  great 
enterprise  we  have  undertaken  to  illustrate. 

Among  the  American  ships  which  traded  along  the  north-* 
west  coast  in  1792,  was  the  Columbia,  Captoin  Gray,  of  Boston. 
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In  the  oonrse  of  her  voyage  nhe  discovero-l  the  mouth  n 
river  io  Ut.  46°  19'  north.     Entering  it  frilb  en 
tMwonnt  of  sand-b&ra  tnd  breakers,  she  came  to  anclior  in  kd 
oiouB  bay.     A  boat  was  well  manued,  and  sent  on  Bhor«  b>  *■ 
lage  on  the  beach,  but  all  tbc  inhabitants  flod  nxri^thig  tho  ^ 
and  infirm.     The  kind  manner  in  which  thcjie  were  troatad|J 
the  presonU  given  to  them,  ^rradnnlly  hired  back  the  othert|  ■ 
a  friendly  Interoourae  took  [ilucc.    Thoy  had  novcr  soon  a  M 
a  white  man.     When  they  had  first  desorivd  tbu  ColtunUa,  f 
had  Bnppoaed  it  a  floating  inland;   then  some  monitor  ofM 
deep ;  but  when  they  saw  the  boat  patting  for  shore  with  lltti 
beings  on  board,  they  coEtsuIorcd  them  cminibulii  aenl  tigr  I 
Great  Spirit  to  ravage  the  cnuutry  and  devour  the  iahabila 
Captain  Gray  did  not  ascend  the  river  further  tliua  ^le  li 
question,  which  eontinnes  to  bear  hia  samo      After  patiu 
sea,  he  fell  in  with  the  cciehrated  discoverer,  Vftncouve^  i 
informed  him  of  his  discovery,  fiirutshlng  him  with  k  charts 
he  had  made  of  the  river.     Vaucouvcr  visited  the  river,  aaA'il 
lieutenant,  Broughton,  explored  it  liy  thi;  aid  of  Ciipliiin  OmyV^ 
ohart ;  ascending  it  upwards  of  one  hundred  miles,  until  within^ 
view  of  a  snowy  mountain,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Moant? 
Hood,  which  it  still  retains. 

The  existence  of  this  river,  however,  was  known  long  before 
the  visits  of  Gray  and  Yancouver,  but  the  information  oonoern- 
ing  it  was  vague  and  indefinite,  being  gathered  from  the  reports 
of  Indians.  It  was  spoken  of  hy  travellers  as  the  Oregon,  and 
as  the  great  river  of  the  west.  A  Spanish  ship  is  said  to  have 
been  wrecked  at  the  mouth,  several  of  the  crew  of  whioh  lived 
for  some  thno  among  the  natives.  The  Columbia,  however,  la 
believed  to  be  the  first  ship  that  made  a  regular  discovery  and 
•anohored  within  its  waters,  and  it  has  since  generally  borne  the 
name  of  that  vessel 


CAKTCKV  noiBCT. 


!<  I7rt3,t<hnri]y  after  the  Boqoiaitian  of  theC 
If  QMfc  BriUin,  Cajifaia  JonnthuD  ('arTer,wbo  had  been  intlw 
h  ptoTlnuMl  army,  prciject<'d  a  jnuroej  aoroH  tlie  otmtiiieiit 
a  Um'  forty-third  and  forty-sixth  ()«greea  of  norUieni  lati- 
g  shurM  iif  ibn  Pnt^iGc  Ocran.  Hia  objeets  vere  to 
u  tirvniltL  tit  the  cootineiit  at  its  broadest  p*rt,  ud 
lO  on  Homo  place  on  the  shuraa  of  the  Paoifio^  wbora 
1  tiil(;lit  uHliihluilk  a  post  to  facUilftto  the  disoovBTy  of  a 
pooM^u,  or  n  ncimtnunication  between  Hudaon'B  Baj 
■iht  IVifla  Ocoau.  This  plaoo  ho  (feeomod  woold  be  aomo- 
t  the  ijtrnits  of  Aniiinn,  ut  iriiieh  point  be  Bnppooed 
't  Ongiiu  disenibogueil  itMolf  It  vae  his  opmion,  also,  that  a 
liii  uxtruiuity  of  America  would  diseloae  new 
}  of  trade,  promote  many  useful  disooveriea,  and  open  a 
e  direct  aimiuunioutHin  with  China  and  the  English  settle- 
hata  in  the  Ba«t  Inilico.  than  th:it  hy  ibe  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
I  Stmts  of  Magulhm*  This  •interpriaing  and  intrepid 
la  iwiiM  hnfflMi]  in  indii-iJii:iI  offbrta  to  aooompliab  thia 
iL  1:7 1,  ho  w^s  joined  in  the  Boheme  by  Biohard 
Wkitworth,  a  member  of  parliament,  and  a  man  of  wealth.  Their 
wlarpriae  waa  projeoted  on  a  broad  and  bold  plan.  They  were  to 
take  wiUi  them  fiftj  or  sixty  men,  artificers  and  mariners.  With 
Ibese  they  were  to  make  their  way  np  one  of  the  branohes  of  the 
Miaaouri,  explore  the  mountains  for  the  aonrce  of  the  Oregon, 
or  rirer  of  the  west,  and  sail  down  that  riTer  to  ite  supposed  exit 
Mar  tlte  Straits  of  Annian.  Here  they  were  to  ereot  a  fort,  and 
haild  the  vessels  necessary  to  carry  their  disooveries  by  sea  into 
eliMt.  Their  plan  had  the  sanction  of  the  British  government, 
and  grants  and  other  requisites  were  nearly  completed,  when  the 


'  Ctmft  TitTeli,  laliod.  p.  iil.     Phikd.  1796. 


Iwc^king  ont  of  tiio  American  rerolation  onoe  mora  defeated  the 
undertaking.' 

The  expedition  of  Sir  Alexander  Maokenne  in  1793,  aoron 
the  continent  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  which  he  readied  in  lat 
52°  20'  48",  again  snggeeted  the  poeaibillty  of  Unking  together 
the  trade  of  both  eides  of  the  continent  In  laL  52°  SCV  lie  had 
descended  a  river  for  Bome  distance  which  flowed  towarda  tii* 
south,  and  was  called  bj  the  natives  Taoontohe  Tease,  and  whieli 
he  erronoousl;  supposed  to  bo  the  Columbia.  It  was  afterwards 
ascertained  that  it  emptied  itself  in  lat  49°,  whereas  the  mtniti) 
of  the  Columbia  is  about  three  degrees  further  south. 

When  Mackenzie  some  years  subsequently  published  an  W- 
connt  of  liis  expeditions,  be  suggested  the  policy  of  c^tening  tn 
interconrso  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  and  forming 
regular  cstabliahmenta  through  the  interior  and  at  both  extremes, 
as  well  DH  along  the  coasts  and  islanda  By  this  means,  ha 
obserrcd,  the  entire  command  of  the  iiir  trade  of  North  Amerioa 
might  be  obtained  from  lat.  48°  north,  to  the  pole,  excepting 
that  portion  held  by  the  Russians,  for  as  to  the  American  adven- 
turers who  had  hitherto  enjoyed  the  traffic  along  the  northweet 
coast,  they  would  instantly  disappear,  he  added,  before  a  welt- 
rogulated  trade. 

A  scheme  of  this  kind,  however,  was  too  vast  and  haxardoni 
for  individual  enterprise  ;  it  could  only  be  undertaken  by  a  com- 
pany under  the  sanction  and  protection  of  a  government ;  and  as 
there  might  be  a  clashing  of  claims  between  the  Hudson's  Bay 
and  Northwest  Company,  the  one  holding  by  right  of  charter,  Uie 
other  by  riglit  of  possession,  he  proposed  that  Uie  two  eompaniee 
ahould  coalesce  in  this  great  undertaking.     The  long-eherished 

■  Carver-a  Travel*,  p.  360.     PhiUd.  1796. 
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of  llMse  two  nompmiiw,  lunraffer,  were  too  deep  aad 
iltowg  to  allow  them  to  Kitei  to  eodi  coanfleL 

In  tiie  neeatiiiie  the  attention  of  the  Ameriean  goreniment 
winattnoled  to  die  sal^eety  and  the  memoraUe  expedition  under 
Mil  I  a.  Lewia  and  CkukB,  ttted  onl  Theaegentiemfln^in  1804^ 
aBWipKahed  tiie  enlerpriae  whieh  had  been  piojeeted  by  Carfer 
ad  WUtworth,  in  1774.  Thejaaoended  tiie  Miaaonri,  paaaed 
fcoi^  the  atnpendona  galea  of  the  Bod^  Moontaina,  hitiierlo 
aaftnown  to  iriute  men ;  diaeorered  and  explored  tiie  upper  wn- 
tan  of  the  Colombia^  and  followed  that  rhrer  down  to  ita  month, 
vhere  their  eonntrjman,  Orajr,  had  anchored  about  twelve  jeaia 
fKTioarij.  Here  thej  paaaed  the  winter,  and  retomed  aeroaa 
tiw  moontaJna  in  the  foUowing  spring.  The  reports  pnbliahed  by 
tibem  of  their  expedition,  demonstrated  the  practicability  of  estab- 
Briung  a  line  of  eommnnication  across  the  continent,  from  the 
Atlantie  to  the  Pacifio  Ocean. 

It  waa  tiien  that  the  idea  presented  itself  to  the  mind  of  Mr. 
Aalor,  of  grasping  with  his  individnal  hand  this  great  enterprise, 
wUdi  for  years  had  been  dnbioosly  yet  desirously  contemplated 
by  powerful  aasociations  and  maternal  governments.  For  some 
time  he  revolved  the  idea  in  his  mind,  gradually  extending  and 
Bttturing  his  plans  as  his  means  of  executing  tiiem  augmented. 
The  main  feature  of  his  scheme  was  to  establish  a  line  of  trading 
posts  along  the  Missouri  and  the  Columbia,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
latter,  where  was  to  be  founded  the  chief  trading  house  or  marl 
Inferior  posts  would  be  established  in  the  interior,  and  on  all  the 
tribntarv  streams  of  the  Columbia,  to  trade  vrith  the  Indians ; 
these  posts  would  draw  their  supplies  from  the  main  establish- 
ment, and  bring  to  it  the  peltries  they  collected.  Coasting  craft 
would  be  built  and  fitted  out,  also,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia, 
to  trade,  at  favorable  seasons,  all  along  the  northwest  coast,  and 
return,  inth  the  proceeds  of  their  voyages,  to  this  place  of  de 


poait     Thai  all  the  Indian  trade,  both  of  the  interior  and  the 
coast,  would  converge  to  this  point,  and  thenoe  derire  its  sns- 


A  ship  was  to  be  sent  annnaUy  from  New-York  to  this  main 
establishment  with  reinforcements  and  supplies,  and  with  mei^ 
ch&ndise  salted  to  the  trade.  It  would  take  on  board  the  fiirs 
collected  during  the  preceding  year,  carry  them  to  Gantoa,  inveet 
the  proceeds  to  the  rich  merchandise  of  China,  and  retnm  thus 
freighted  to  New-York. 

As,  in  extending  the  American  trade  along  the  eoast  to  the 
northward,  it  might  be  brought  into  tho  Tidnity  of  the  Bnssian 
Fur  Company,  and  produce  a  hostile  rivalry,  it  was  part  of  the 
plan  of  Mr.  Astor  to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  that  company  by 
tiie  most  amicable  and  beneficial  arrangements.  The  Bassian 
establishment  was  chiefly  dependent  for  its  supplies  upon  tran- 
sient trading  yessels  from  the  United  States.  These  vesseUi, 
however,  were  often  of  more  harm  than  adrantago.  Being  owned 
by  private  adventurers,  or  casual  voyagers,  who  cared  only  for 
present  profit,  and  had  no  interest  in  the  permanent  prosperity 
of  the  trade,  they  were  reckless  in  their  dealings  with  the  natives, 
and  made  no  scruple  of  supplying  them  with  firearms.  In  this 
way  several  fierce  tribes  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bassian  posts,  or 
within  the  range  of  their  trading  eioarsionB,  were  furnished  with 
deadly  means  of  warfare,  and  rendered  troublesome  and  danger- 
ens  neighbors. 

The  Bnssian  government  had  made  representations  to  that  of 
the  United  States  of  these  malpractices  on  the  part  of  its  oiti- 
■ena,  and  urged  to  have  this  traffic  in  arms  prohibited  ;  bat,  as  it 
did  not  infringe  any  municipal  law,  our  government  could  not 
interfere.  Yet  still  it  regarded,  with  solicitude,  a  traffic  whteh, 
if  persbted  in,  might  give  offence  to  Rassia,  at  that  time  almnt 
tiie  only  power  friendly  to  as.    In  this  dilemma  the  government 
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liad  applied  to  Mr.  Astor,  as  one  conyersant  in  this  branch  of 
trade,  for  information  that  might  point  out  a  way  to  remedy  the 
evil  This  circumstance  had  suggested  to  him  the  idea  of  sup- 
plying the  Russian  establishment  regularly  by  means  of  the 
annual  ship  that  should  visit  the  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  (or  Oregon)  ;  by  Uus  means  the  casual  trading  vessels 
would  be  excluded  from  those  parts  of  the  coast  where  their  mal- 
practices were  so  injurious  to  the  Russians. 

Such  is  a  •brief  outline  of  the  enterprise  projected  by  Mr. 
Astor,  but  which  continually  expanded  in  his  mind.  Indeed  it 
is  due  to  him  to  say  that  he  was  not  actuated  by  mere  motives  of 
individual  profit.  He  was  already  wealthy  beyond  the  ordinary 
desires  of  man,  but  he  now  aspired  to  that  honorable  fame  which 
is  awarded  to  men  of  similar  scope  of  mind,  who  by  their  great 
commercial  enterprises  have  enriched  nations,  peopled  wilder- 
nesses, and  extended  the  bounds  of  empire.  He  considered  his 
*  projected  establishment  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  as  the  em- 
porium to  an  immense  commerce  ;  as  a  colony  that  would  form 
the  germ  of  a  wide  civilization ;  that  would,  in  fact,  carry  the 
American  population  across  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  spread  it 
along  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  as  it  already  animated  the  shores 
of  the  Atlantic. 

As  Mr.  Astor,  by  the  magnitude  of  his  commercial  and  finan- 
cial relations,  and  the  vigor  and  scope  of  his  self-taught  mind, 
had  elevated  himself  into  the  consideration  of  government  and 
the  communion  and  correspondence  with  leading  statesmen,  he, 
at  an  early  period,  communicated  his  schemes  to  President  Jef- 
ferson, soliciting  the  countenance  of  government.  How  highly 
they  were  esteemed  by  that  eminent  man,  we  may  judge  by  the 
following  passage,  written  by  him  some  time  afterwards  to 
Mr.  Astor. 

^I  remember  well  having  invited  your  proposition  on  this 


sobjeot,*  itnd  onconraged  it  with  tbe  aBsuraiMe  of  every  bciti^ 
ftod  protection  wbiob  tha  government  oould  properly  afford.  I 
considered,  aa  a  great  public  acc|uisition,  the  oommenoemeat  of  a 
settlement  on  that  point  of  the  woetern  coast  of  America,  and 
looked  forward  with  gratification  to  the  time  when  its  deaoendaats 
should  have  spread  themselves  through  the  whole  length  of  that 
coast,  covering  it  with  free  and  independent  Americans,  nnoon- 
nected  with  us  but  by  the  tics  of  blood  and  interest,  and  enjoying 
like  OS  the  rights  of  self-government" 

The  cabinet  joined  with  Mr.  Jefferson  in  warm  approbation  of 
the  plan,  and  held  out  assurance  of  every  protection  that  could, 
consistently  with  general  policy,  be  afforded. 

Mr.  Aster  now  prepared  to  carry  his  scheme  into  prompt  exo- 
cnUon.  Ho  had  some  competition,  however,  to  apprehend  and 
guard  Bgaiust  The  Northwest  Company,  acting  feebly  and  par- 
tially upon  the  suggestions  of  its  former  agent,  Sir  Alexander 
Maokenile,  had  pushed  one  or  two  advanced  trading  posts  across 
the  Bocky  Mountains,  into  a  tract  of  country  visited  by  that  en- 
terprising traveller,  and  since  named  New  Caledonia.  This  tract 
lay  about  two  degrees  north  of  the  Columbia,  and  iatervened  be- 
tween the  territories  of  the  United  States  and  those  of  Russia. 
Its  length  was  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  its  breadth, 
from  the  mountains  to  the  Pacific,  from  three  hundred  to  three 
hundred  and  fifty  geographical  miles. 

Should  the  Northwest  Company  persist  in  extending  their 
trade  in  that  quarter,  their  competition  might  bo  of  serious  detri- 
ment to  the  plans  of  Mr.  Astor.     It  is  true  they  would  contend 

•  On  Ihis  point  Mr,  JcflftHon'a  memory  was  in  trror.  The  proposition 
■llndrd  to  was  the  one,  alreail)'  menlioniril,  for  the  eslablishmvnt  of  an  Ameri- 
wn  Fnr  tkmipany  in  ihe  All«ntii;  Blatea.  The  gre»l  entcrprJBe  beyond  the 
monnuins,  that  wu  to  sweep  the  ahoreB  of  the  PiciGe,  originaied  In  ihe  mind 
of  Hr.  Aitor,  uid  wa*  propoBcd  by  bim  Id  the  gtiveniaKnL 
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with  him  to  »  Ttit  diMdniitftge^  from  tiie  eheoks  and  restriotioiui 
to  which  they  were  mihjected.  They  were  straitened  on  one  side 
by  the  rivalry  of  the  Hndson's  Bay  Company;  then  they  had  no 
good  pott  on  the  Paoifio  where  they  could  reoeive  supplies  by 
sea  foir  their  estaUishments  beyond  the  mountains ;  nor,  if  they 
had  one,  eoold  they  ship  their  fturs  tiienoe  to  China,  ti»t  great 
mart  fsr  pdtries;  tiie  Chinese  trade  being  ocmiprised  in  the 
monopoly  of  the  Bast  India  Company.  .Their  posts  beyond  the 
mountains  had  to  be  supplied  in  yearly  expeditions,  like  earayansi 
from  Montreal,  and  tiie  frurs  oonyeyed  back  in  the  same  way,  by 
long,  precarioos,  and  ezpensiye  routes,  across  the  oontinenl 
Mr.  Astor,  on  the  contrary,  would  be  able  to  supply  his  proposed 
establishment  at  tiie  mouth  of  the  Columbia  by  sea,  and  to  ship 
the  furs  collected  there  directly  to  China,  so  as  to  undersell  the 
Northwest  Company  in  the  great  Chinese  market 

Still,  the  competition  of  two  rival  companies  west  of  ihe 
Roeky  Mountains  could  not  but  prove  detrimental  to  both,  and 
fraught  with  those  evils,  both  to  the  trade  and  to  the  IndianSi 
that  had  attended  similar  rivalries  in  the  Canadas.  To  prevent 
any  contest  of  the  kind,  therefore,  he  made  known  his  plan  to  the 
agents  of  the  Northwest  Company,  and  proposed  to  interest 
them,  to  the  extent  of  one-third,  in  the  trade  thus  to  be  opened. 
Some  correspondence  and  negotiation  ensued.  The  company 
were  aware  of  the  advantages  which  would  be  possessed  by  Mr. 
Astor  should  he  be  able  to  carry  his  scheme  into  effect ;  but  they 
anticipated  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  beyond  the  mountains  by 
their  establishments  in  Now  Caledonia,  and  were  loth  to  share  it 
with  an  individual  who  had  already  proved  a  formidable  competi- 
tor in  the  Atlantic  trade.  They  hoped,  too,  by  a  timely  move,  to 
Secure  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  before  Mr.  Astor  would  be 
able  to  put  his  plans  into  operation  ;  and,  that  key  to  the  inter* 
lud  trade  once  in  their  possession,  the  whole  country  would  be  at 


flietr  oomnuuid.  After  Bome  negotiation  and  delay,  therefore, 
tiiey  declined  tbe  proposition  that  had  been  made  to  them,  but 
BnbBeqnently  dispatohed  a  party  for  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia, 
to  eetablish  a  poet  there  before  any  expedition  sent  out  by  Hr. 
Astor  might  arrive. 

In  the  meantime  Mr,  Astor,  finding  his  overtures  rejected, 
proceeded  fearlessly  to  execute  his  enterprise  in  &oe  of  the  whole 
power  of  the  Northwest  Company.  His  mun  establishment  onoe 
planted  at  the  month  of  the  Colombia,  he  looked  with  confidence 
to  ultimate  success.  Being  able  to  reinforce  and  supply  it  amply 
l:^  sea,  he  would  push  his  interior  posts  in  every  direction  up  the 
liverB  and  along  the  coast ;  supplying  the  natives  at  a  lower  rate, 
and  thus  gradually  obliging  tbe  Northwest  Company  to  give  up  the 
emnpctition,  relinquish  New  Caledonia,  and  retire  to  tbe  other 
side  of  the  mountains.  He  would  then  have  possession  of  the 
trade,  not  merely  of  the  Columbia  and  its  tributaries,  but  of  ike 
regions  fiirther  north,  quite  to  the  Russian  possessions.  8nch  was 
a  part  of  hia  brilliant  and  comprebonsive  plan. 

He  now  proceeded,  with  all  diligence,  to  procure  proper  agents 
and  coadjutors,  habituated  to  the  Indian  trade  and  to  the  life  of 
the  wilderness.  Among  the  clerks  of  tbe  Northwest  Company 
were  several  of  groat  capacity  and  experience,  who  had  served 
ont  their  probationary  t«rms,  but  who,  either  through  lack  of  in- 
terest and  influence,  or  a  want  of  vacancies,  had  not  been  pro- 
moted. They  were  consequently  much  dissatisfied,  and  ready  for 
any  employment  in  which  their  talents  and  acquirements  might 
be  turned  to  better  acconnt 

Mr.  Astor  made  hia  overtures  to  several  of  these  persons,  and 
three  of  them  entered  into  bis  views.  One  of  these,  Mr.  Alexan- 
der M'Kay,  bad  acoompauied  Sir  Alexander  Mackensie  in  both 
of  hia  expeditions  to  the  northwest  coast  of  America  iu  1789  and 
1793.      The  otier  two  were  Duncan    M'Dougal  and   Donald 
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WKoDne.  To  tliese  weie  Balweqiieiiily'added  Mr.  Wilson  Prioe 
Hunt^  of  New-Jeraey.  As  tliis  genilemui  was  a  native  bora 
eitiien  of  the  United  States,  a  person  of  great  probity  and  worth, 
1m  was  selected  bj  Mr.  Astor  to  be  his  ohief  agent,  and  to  repre- 
sent him  in  the  contemplated  establishment 

On  the  23d  of  June,  1810,  articles  of  agreement  were  entered 
into  between  Mr.  Astor  and  those  four  gentlemen,  acting  finr 
tliemselves  and  for  the  sereral  persons  who  had  already  agreed  to 
become,  or  should  thereafter  become,  associated  nnder  the  firm  of 
<«The  Pacific  Fnr  Company." 

According  to  these  articles,  Mr.  Astor  was  to  be  at  the  head 
cf  the  company,and  to  manage  its  affidrs  in  New-York.  He  was 
to  fnrnish  yessels,  goods,  provisions,  arms,  ammunition,  and  all 
other  requisites  for  the  enterprise  at  first  cost  and  charges,  pro- 
vided that  they  did  not,  at  any  time,  involve  an  advance  of  more 
than  fiour  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  stock  of  the  company  was  to  be  divided  into  a  hundred 
equal  shares,  with  the  profits  accruing  thereon.  Fifty  shares 
were  to  be  at  the  disposition  of  Mr.  Astor,  and  the  other  fifty  to 
be  divided  among  the  partners  and  their  associates. 

Mr.  Astor  was  to  have  the  privilege  of  introducing  other  per- 
Mms  into  the  connection,  as  partners,  two  of  whom,  at  least, 
should  be  conversant  with  the  Indian  trade,  and  none  of  them 
entitled  to  more  than  three  shares. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  company  was  to  be  held  annually 
at  Columbia  River,  for  the  investigation  and  regulation  of  its 
afiifdrs;  at  which  absent  members  might  be  represented,  and 
might  vote  by  proxy  under  certain  specified  conditions. 

The  association,  if  successful,  was  to  continue  for  twenty 
years ;  but  the  parties  had  full  power  to  abandon  and  dissolve  it 
within  the  first  five  years,  should  it  be  found  unprofitable.  For 
this  term  Mr.  Astor  covenanted  to  bear  all  the  loss  that  might  be 


incurred ;  after  whioh  it  was  to  be  borne  b;  &U  the  partners,  in 
proportion  to  their  reepectire  aborea. 

The  partiea  of  the  second  part  were  to  execute  faithfallj  such 
duties  as  might  be  assigned  to  them  by  a  majority  of  the  company 
on  the  northweat  coast,  and  to  repair  to  such  place  or  pkces  as 
the  majority  might  direct. 

An  agent,  appointed  for  the  term  of  five  years,  was  to  reside 
at  the  principal  establishment  on  the  northwest  coast,  and  Wilson 
Prioe  Hunt  was  the  one  chosen  for  the  first  term.  Should  the 
intereats  of  the  concern  at  any  time  require  his  absence,  a  person 
was  to  be  appointed,  in  general  meeting,  to  take  his  place. 

Such  were  the  leading  conditions  of  this  association  ;  we  shall 
now  proceed  to  relate  the  various  hardy  and  eventful  expeditioDA, 
by  saa  and  land,  to  whioh  it  gave  rise. 


TWO  KZPEDITI0N8  SET  ON  FOOT. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

la  pioBeeatiiig  his  great  aoheme  of  oommeroe  and  ooloniiaiHm, 
two  ezpeditioiui  were  deyiaed  by  Mr.  Astor,  one  by  sea,  the  other 
bj  land.  The  former  was  to  carry  out  the  people,  stores,  amrnn- 
nition,  and  merchandise,  requisite  for  establishing  a  fortified 
trading  post  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  Biver.  The  latter,  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Hunt,  was  to  proceed  up  the  Missouri,  and  across 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  to  the  same  point ;  exploring  a  line  of 
oommunieation  across  the  continent,  and  noting  the  places  where 
interior  trading  posts  might  be  established.  The  expedition  by 
sea  is  the  one  which  comes  first  under  consideration. 

A  fine  ship  was  provided  called  the  Tonquin,  of  two  hundred 
and  ninety  tons  burden,  mounting  ten  guns,  with  a  crew  of 
twenty  men.  She  carried  an  assortment,  of  merchandise  for 
trading  with  the  natives  of  the  sea-board  and  of  the  interior, 
together  with  the  frame  of  a  schooner,  to  be  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade.  Seeds  also  were  provided  for  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil,  and  nothing  was  neglected  for  the  necessary  supply  of 
the  establishment.  The  command  of  the  ship  was  intrusted  to 
Jonathan  Thorn,  of  New- York,  a  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
navy,  on  leave  of  absence.  He  was  a  man  of  courage  and  firm- 
ness, who  had  distinguished  himself  in  our  Tripolitan  war,  and, 
horn  being  accustomed  to  naval  discipline,  was  considered  by 
Mr.  Astor  as  well  fitted  to  take  charge  of  an  expedition  of  the 
knd.  Four  of  the  partners  were  to  embark  in  the  ship,  namely, 
Mcflsra.  M'Kay,  M'Dougal,  David  Stuart,  and  his  nephew,  Bobert 
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Stoart.  Mr.  M'Doagal  was  empowered  by  Hr.  Aator  to  act  as 
his  proxy  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hunt,  to  vote  for  him  and  in  hia 
name,  on  any  question  that  might  come  before  any  meeting  of  the 
persons  iulerested  in  the  voyage. 

Beside  the  partners,  there  wore  twelve  clerks  to  go  out  in  the 
ship,  several  of  them  natives  of  Canada,  who  had  some  experience 
in  Indian  trade.  They  were  bound  to  the  Bervioe  of  the  company 
for  five  years,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  a  Jtta,  payable 
at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  and  on  aimnal  equipment  of  cloth- 
ing to  the  amount  of  forty  dollars.  In  case  of  ill  conduct  they 
wcTO  liable  to  forfeit  their  wages  and  be  dismissed;  but,  should 
they  acquit  themselves  well,  the  confident  espeotatton  was  held 
out  to  them  of  promotion,  and  partnership.  Their  interests  were 
thus,  to  some  extent,  identified  with  those  of  the  company. 

Several  artisans  were  likewise  to  sail  in  the  ship,  for  the  snp- 
ply  of  the  colony ;  but  the  most  pecnliar  and  oharaoteristio  part 
of  this  motley  embarkation  consisted  of  thirteen  Canadian  "voy- 
ageuTB,"  who  had  enlbted  for  five  years.  As  this  class  of  fauo- 
tionariea  will  continually  reenr  in  the  oourse  of  the  following 
narrations,  and  as  they  form  one  of  those  distinct  and  strong]^ 
marked  castes  or  orders  of  people,  springing  up  in  this  vast  con- 
tinent out  of  geographical  circumstances,  or  the  varied  punoita, 
habitudes,  and  origins  of  its  population,  we  shall  sketch  a  flaw  of 
their  characteristics  for  the  information  of  the  reader. 

The  "voyugeurs"  form  a  kind  of  confraternity  in  the  Canadbs, 
like  the  arricros,  or  carriers  of  Spain,  and,  like  them,  are  employed 
in  long  internal  expeditious  of  travel  and  traffic :  with  this  diBar- 
cnoc,  that  the  arrieros  travel  by  land,  the  voyogeura  by  water; 
the  former  with  mules  and  horses,  the  latter  with  hatteanz  and 
canoes.  The  voyogeurs  may  he  aud  to  have  sprung  np  out  of 
the  fur  trade,  having  originally  been  employed  by  the  early 
French  merchants  in  their  trading  expeditions  through  the  Uibj- 
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tmtk  of  rifOi  and  lakes  of  the  boandlesa  interior.  Thej  were 
ooevalwithiheaMireMrf  dies  £ou,  or  rangers  of  the  woods,  already 
noticed,  and,  like  them,  in  the  intervals  of  their  long,  arduous, 
and  laborions  expeditions,  -were  prone  to  pass  their  time  in  idlo- 
nesa  and  rerelry  ahont  the  trading  posts  or  settlements ;  squan- 
dering their  hard  earnings  in  heedless  oonTiyiality,  and  rivalling 
their  neighbors,  the  Indians,  in  indolent  indnlgenoe  and  an  im- 
pradent  disregard  of  the  morrow. 

When  Canada  passed  under  British  domination,  and  the 
old  Freneh  trading  houses  were  broken  up,  the  voyageurs,  like 
the  coutneurs  des  Mi,  were  for  a  time  disheartened  and  disoonso- 
late,  and  with  diffieultj  oould  reoonoile  themselves  to  the  service 
of  the  new  comers,  so  different  in  habits,  manners,  and  language 
from  their  former  employers.  By  degrees,  however,  they  became 
aoeoatomed  to  the  change,  and  at  length  came  to  consider  the 
British  lur  traders,  and  especially  the  members  of  the  Northwest 
Company,  as  the  Intimate  lords  of  creation. 

The  dress  of  these  people  is  generally  half  civilized,  half  sav- 
age. They  wear  a  capot  or  surcoat,  made  of  a  blanket,  a  striped 
Qotton  shirty  doth  trowsers,  or  leathern  leggins,  moccasons  of 
^aer-akin,  and  a  belt  ci  variegated  worsted,  from  which  are  sus- 
^eaded  the  knife,  tobaoco-pouch,  and  other  implements.  Their 
language  is  of  the  same  piebald  character,  being  a  French  patois, 
embroidered  with  Indian  and  English  words  and  phrases. 

The  lives  of  the  voyageurs  are  passed  in  wild  and  extensive 
rovings,  in  the  service  of  individuals,  but  more  especially  of  the 
fur  traders.  They  are  generally  of  French  descent,  and  inherit 
much  of  the  gayety  and  lightness  of  heart  .of  their  ancestors, 
being  full  of  anecdote  and  song,  and  ever  ready  for  the  dance. 
Tfcey  inherit,  too,  a  fund  of  civility  and  complaisance;  and, 
instead  of  that  hardness  and  grossness  which  men  in  laborious 
life  are  apt  to  indulge  towards  each  other,  they  are  mutually 
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obliging  utd  teeommodating ;  interohanging  kind  offices,  jdelding 
Moh  other  assietuioe  tad  comfort  in  every  emergency,  and  using 
the  familiar  appellations  of  "consin"  and  brother"  vhen  there 
is  in  foot  no  relationehip.  Their  natural  good-will  is  probably 
heightened  by  a  commnnity  of  adrenture  and  hardship  in  their 
preoarioDB  and  wandering  lifa 

No  men  are  more  submissive  to  their  leaders  and  employers, 
more  capable  of  enduring  hardstiip,  or  more  good-hnmored  nnder 
privations.  Never  are  they  so  happy  as  when  on  long  and  rough 
expeditions,  toiling  up  rivers  or  coasting  lakes;  encamping  at 
night  on  the  borders,  gossiping  round  their  fires,  and  bivouacking 
in  the  open  air.  They  are  dextrous  boatmen,  vigorous  and  adroit 
with  the  oar  and  paddle,  and  will  row  from  morning  until  night 
without  a  marmor.  The  steersman  often  sings  an  old  tradition- 
ary French  song,  with  some  regular  harden  in  which  they  all 
join,  keeping  time  with  their  oars ;  if  at  any  time  they  Sag  in 
spirits  or  relax  in  exertion,  it  is  but  necessary  to  strike  up  a 
song  of  the  kind  to  put  them  all  in  fresh  spirits  and  activity. 
The  Canadian  waters  are  vocal  with  these  little  French  ohansoiu, 
that  have  been  echoed  from  mouth  to  mouth  and  transmitted  from 
father  to  son,  frvm  the  earliest  days  of  the  colony ;  and  it  haa  a 
pleasing  effect,  in  a  still  golden  summer  evening,  to  see  a  batteaa 
gliding  across  the  bosom  of  a  lake  and  dipping  its  oars  to  the 
cadence  of  these  quaint  old  ditties,  or  sweeping  along  in  full 
chorus  on  a  bright  sunny  morning,  down  the  transparent  ourrent 
of  one  of  the  Canada  rivers. 

But  we  are  talking  of  things  that  are  fast  ^ing  away  t  The 
march  of  mechanical  invention  is  driving  every  thing  poetical  bo- 
fore  it.  The  steamboats,  whicli  are  fast  dispelling  the  vrildnees 
and  romance  of  our  lakes  and  rivers,  and  aiding  to  subdue  tlie 
world  into  commonplace,  are  proving  as  fatal  to  the  raoe  of  the 
Canadian  voyageurs  as  they  have  been  to  that  of  the  boatmen  of 


BOATING  AND  BOASTING. 


Um  MiBsisftii^L  Their  glory  is  departed.  They  are  no  longer 
the  lords  of  our  internal  seas,  and  the  great  navigators  of  the 
wilderness.  Some  of  them  may  still  occasionally  be  seen  coasting 
the  lower  lakes  with  their  frail  barks,  and  pitching  their  camps 
and  lighting  their  fires  upon  the  shores  ;  but  their  range  is  &at 
contracting  to  those  remote  waters  and  shallow  and  obstructed 
rivers  unvisited  by  the  steamboat.  In  the  course  of  years  they 
will  gradually  disappear;  their  songs  will  die  away  like  the 
echoes  they  once  awakened,  and  the  Canadian  voyageurs  will  be- 
oome  a  forgotten  race,  or  remembered,  like  their  associates,  the 
Indians,  among  the  poetical  images  of  past  times,  and  as  themes 
for  local  and  romantic  associations. 

An  instance  of  the  buoyant  temperament  and  the  professional 
pride  of  these  people  was  furnished  iu  the  gay  and  braggart  style 
in  which  they  arrived  at  New-York  to  join  the  enterprise.  They 
were  determined  to  regale  and  astonish  the  people  of  the  ''  States" 
with  the  sight  of  a  Canadian  boat  and  a  Canadian  crew.  They 
accordingly  fitted  up  a  large  but  light  bark  canoe,  such  as  is  used 
in  the  fur  trade  ;  transported  it  in  a  wagon  from  the  banks  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  to  the  shores  of  Lake  Champlain ;  traversed  the 
lake  in  it,  from  end  to  end ;  hoisted  it  again  in  a  wagon  and 
wheeled  it  off  to  Lansingburgh,  and  there  launched  it  upon  the 
waters  of  the  Hudson.  Down  this  river  they  plied  their  course 
merrily  on  a  fine  summer's  day,  making  its  banks  resound  for  the 
first  time  with  their  old  French  boat  songs  ;  passing  by  the  vil- 
lages with  whoop  and  halloo,  so  as  to  make  the  honest  Dutch 
farmers  mistake  them  for  a  crew  of  savages.  In  this  way  they 
swept,  in  full  song,  and  with  regular  flourish  of  the  paddle,  round 
New- York,  in  a  still  summer  evening,  to  the  wonder  and  admira- 
tion of  its  inhabitants,  who  had  never  before  witnessed  on  their 
waters,  a  nautical  apparition  of  the  kind. 

Such  was  the  variegated  band  of  adventurers  about  to  embark 
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m  tbfi  Tonqnin  on  this  arduona  and  doubtful  enterprise.  While 
jet  in  port  and  on  dry  land,  in  the  bustle  of  preparation  and  the 
excitement  of  novelty,  ^1  was  snnahine  and  promise.  Tbe  Cana- 
dians, especially,  who,  with  their  constitutional  vivacity,  have  a 
eo&iderable  dash  of  the  gascon,  were  baoyant  and  boaatfiil,  and 
great  braggarts  as  to  the  fnture ;  while  all  tboae  who  had  been 
in  the  service  of  the  Northwest  Company,  and  engaged  in  the 
Indian  trade,  plumed  themselves  upon  their  hardihood  and  their 
capacity  to  endure  privations.  If  Mr.  Astor  ventured  to  hint  at 
tbe  dif&oulties  they  might  have  to  encounter,  they  treated  Uiem 
'  with  scorn.  They  were  "  northwesters  ;"  men  seasoned  to  hard- 
ahips,  who  cared  for  neither  wind  nor  weather.  They  oonld  live 
bard^  lie  bard,  sleep  bard,  eat  dogs  I — in  a  word  they  were  ready 
to  do  and  suffer  any  thing  for  the  good  of  the  enterprise.  Widt 
all  this  profession  of  le^  and  devotion,  Mr,  Astor  was  not  over- 
confident of  the  stability  and  firm  faith  of  these  meroorial  beinga. 
He  had  received  information,  also,  that  an  armed  brig  from  Halt- 
fox,  probably  at  the  instigation  of  the  Northwest  Company,  was 
hovering  on  the  coast,  watching  for  the  Tonquin,  with  tbe  pui^ 
pose  of  impressiog  the  Canadians  on  board  of  her,  as  Britiflh 
subjects,  and  thus  interrupting  the  voyage.  It  was  a  time  ^ 
doubt  and  anxiety,  when  the  relations  between  the  United  StatM 
and  Great  Britwn  were  daily  assuming  a  more  preoariona  aspeet/ 
and  verging  towards  that  war  which  shortly  ensued.  As  a  pre- 
cautionary measure,  therefore,  he  required  that  tbe  voyagenrs,  as 
they  were  about  to  enter  into  the  service  of  an  American  asaooi*' 
tion,  and  to  reside  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  shrald 
take  the  oaths  of  naturalisation  as  American  citizens.  To  this 
they  readily  agreed,  and  shortly  afterward  assured  him  that  they 
had  actually  done  so.  It  was  not  until  after  they  had  sailed 
that  he  discovered  that  they  bod  entirely  deceived  him  in  tks 
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Tbe  floofideiwe  of  Hr.  Astor  wu  abused  in  another  qoartar. 
Two  of  the  partnerB,  both  of  them  Scotchmen,  and  recently  in 
the  Beirice  of  the  Northwest  Company,  had  mbgivings  as  to  an 
cnterpriae  which  might  clash  with  the  interests  and  estabUsb- 
menta  protected  by  the  British  flag.  They  privately  wait«d  upon 
the  British  minister,  Hr.  Jackson,  then  in  New- York,  laid  open 
to  him  the  whole  scheme  of  Mr.  Astor,  though  iatrasted  to  them' 
in  con£d«ice,  and  dependent,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  secreoy 
at  the  outset  for  its  success,  and  inquired  whether  they,  aa  British 
■nliiects,  could  lawfolly  engage  in  it.  The  reply  satisfied  their 
aomplea,  while  the  information  they  imparted  excited  the  surprise 
and  admiration  of  Mr.  Jackson,  that  a  private  individual  should 
have  conceived  and  sot  on  foot  at  his  own  risk  and  expense  so 
great  an  enterprise. 

This  step  on  the  part  of  those  gentlemen  was  not  known  to 
Hr.  Astor  nntil  some  time  afterwards,  or  it  might  have  modified 
the  trust  and  confidence  reposed  in  them. 

To  guard  against  any  interruption  to  the  voyage  by  the  armed 
brig,  said  to  be  off  the  harbor,  Mr,  Astor  applied  to  Commodore 
Bodgers,  at  that  time  commanding  at  New- York,  to  give  the  Ton- 
qnin  safe  convoy  off  the  coast  The  commodore  having  received 
frmn  a  high  official  source  assurance  of  the  deep  interest  which 
the  government  took  in  the  enterprise,  sent  directions  to  Captain 
Hull,  at  that  time  cruising  off  the  harbor,  in  tlic  frigate  Consti- 
tution, to  afford  the  Tonquin  the  rcijuired  protection  when  she 
■hould  put  to  sea. 

Before  the  day  of  embarkation,  Mr.  Astor  addressed  a  letter 
of  inxtmction  to  the  four  partners  who  were  to  sail  in  the  ship. 
In  this  he  enjoined  them,  in  the  moat  earnest  manner,  to  cultivate 
harmony  and  unanimity,  and  recommondod  that  all  iliffiTCnces  of 
opinions  on  points  connected  with  the  objects  and  interests  of  the 
voyage  should  be  discussed  by  the  whole,  and  decided  by  a  ma- 
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jority  of  Totes.  He,  moreover,  gave  them  especial  caution  as  to 
their  conduct  on  arriving  at  their  destined  port ;  exhorting  them 
to  be  careful  to  make  a  favorable  imprcsaion  upon  the  wild  people 
unong  whom  their  lot  and  the  fortunes  of  the  enterprise  would 
be  cast  "  If  yoo  find  them  kind,"  said  he,  "  as  I  hope  you  will, 
be  BO  to  them.  If  otherwise,  act  with  caution  and  forbearance, 
*Bnd  convince  them  that  you  come  as  friends." 

With  the  same  anzioos  forethought  he  wrote  a  letter  of  iustmo- 
tions  to  Captain  Thorn,  in  which  he  urged  the  strictest  attention 
to  the  health  of  himself  and  his  crew,  and  to  the  promotion  of 
good-humor  and  harmony  on  board  his  ship.  "  To  prevent  any 
misunderstanding,"  added  he,  "will  require  your  particular  good 
management."  His  letter  closed  with  an  injunction  of  wariness 
in  his  intercourse  with  the  natives,  a  subject  on  which  Mr.  Aator 
was  justly  sensible  he  could  not  be  too  earnest.  "  I  must  recom- 
mend you,"  said  he,  "to  be  particularly  carefnl  on  the  coast,  and 
not  to  rely  too  much  on  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  Datires. 
All  accidents  which  have  as  yet  happened  there  arose  trota  too 
much  confidence  in  the  Indians." 

The  reader  will  bear  these  instructions  in  mind,  as  events  will 
prove  their  wisdom  and  importance,  and  the  disasters  which  en- 
sued in  consequence  of  the  n^lect  of  them 
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CHAPTER  V. 


Ox  tbe  eighth  of  September,  1810,  the  Tonquin  put  to  sea,  vhere 
ebe  wu  sood  joined  by  the  frigat«  Constitution.  The  wind  was 
fnsb  and  (air  from  the  aouthwcst,  and  tbe  ship  was  soon  oot  of 
sight  of  land  and  free  from  the  apprehended  danger  of  interrup- 
tion. The  frigate,  therefore,  gave  her  '^  God  speed,"  and  left  b«T 
U>  her  coarse. 

The  harmonv  f=o  earnestly  enjoined  by  Mr.  A^tor  on  this 
beterogeueons  crew,  and  which  had  been  bo  confidently  promised 
in  tbe  buoyant  moments  of  preparation,  was  doomed  to  meet  with 
a  check  at  the  very  outset- 
Captain  Thorn  was  an  honest,  straightforward,  but  some- 
what dry  and  dictatorial  commander,  who,  having  been  nurtured 
in  tbe  system  and  discipline  of  a  ship  of  war,  and  in  a  sacred 
opinion  of  the  supremacy  of  the  quarter-deck,  was  disposed  to  be 
ab^^lule  lord  and  master  on  board  of  his  ship.  He  appears, 
moreover,  to  have  had  no  great  opinion,  from  the  first,  of  the  per- 
■<>n:>  cml>arkcd  with  him.  He  had  stood  by  with  surly  contempt 
while  ihev  vaunted  so  bravely  to  Mr  Astor  of  all  thi'v  could  do 
and  all  thev  could  undergo  ;  how  they  could  face  all  weathers,  put 
op  with  all  kinds  of  fare,  and  even  cat  di>g«  with  a  relii-b.  when 
n"  better  food  was  to  he  had.  He  had  set  ihem  down  as  a  set  of 
landlubbers  and  braggadocios,  and  was  disjioncd  to  treat  them 
accrdingly  Mr,  Astor  was,  in  his  eves,  his  only  real  cnip|..ver, 
being  the  father  of  the  enterprise,  who  furiiir-hud  all  funds  and 
bore  ftll  loMes.     The  others  were  mere  agents  and  subordinates, 
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who  lived  at  his  ezpense.  He  evidently  had  bnt  r  narrow  ideft 
of  the  scope  and  nature  of  the  enterprise,  limiting  his  views 
merely  to  his  part  of  it ;  every  thing  beyond  the  concerDS  of  his 
ahip  was  out  of  his  sphere;  and  any  thing  that  interfered  with 
the  routine  of  bis  nautical  duties  put  him  in  a  passion. 

The  partners,  on  the  other  hand,  had  been  brought  np  in  the 
service  of  the  Northwest  Company,  and  in  a  profound  idea  of  the 
importance,  dignity,  and  authority  of  a  partner.  They  already 
began  to  consider  themselves  on  a  par  with  the  M'Tavishes,  the 
M'Oillivrays,  the  Frob'ishers,  and  the  other  magnates  of  the 
northwest,  whom  they  bad  been  acoostomed  to  look  up  to  as  the 
great  ones  of  the  earth  ;  and  they  were  a  little  disposed,  perhaps, 
to  wear  their  suddenly-acquired  honors  with  some  nir  of  preten- 
sion. Mr.  Astor,  too,  had  put  them  on  their  mettle  with  respect 
to  the  capttun,  describing  him  as  a  gunpowder  fellow  who  would 
command  his  ship  in  fine  style,  and,  if  there  was  any  fighting  to 
do,  would  "  blow  all  out  of  the  water." 

Thus  prepared  to  regard  each  other  with  no  very  oordiat  eye, 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  parties  soon  came  into  colli* 
Bion.  On  the  very  first  night  Captain  Thorn  began  his  man-t^ 
war  discipline  by  ordering  the  lights  in  the  cabin  to  be  extin- 
guished at  eight  o'clock. 

The  pride  of  the  partners  was  immediately  in  arms.  This 
was  an  invasion  of  their  rights  and  dignities  not  to  be  borne. 
They  were  on  board  of  their  own  ship,  and  entitled  to  oonsnlt 
their  ease  and  enjoyment.  M'Dougal  was  the  champion  of  tiieir 
cause.  He  was  on  active,  irritable,  fuming,  vainglorious  Uttie 
man,  and  elevat«d  in  his  own  opinion,  by  being  the  proxy  of  Mr. 
Astor.  A  violent  altercation  ensued,  in  the  course  of  whioh 
Thorn  threatened  to  put  the  partners  in  irons  should  they  prove 
refractory  ;  upon  which  M'Dougal  seized  a  pistol  and  swore  to  be 
the  death  of  the  captain  should  he  ever  offer  such  a 
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It  vu  soma  time  before  the  irritated  parties  could  be  pa^ed  iif 
the  more  temperate  bystanders. ' 

Such  was  tite  captain's  outset  with  the  partners.  Nor  did  the 
clerks  atand  moch  higher  in  his  good  graces ;  indeed,  he  seems 
to  hare  regarded  all  the  landsmen  on  board  his  ship  as  a  kiod  of 
lire  Inmber,  continnally  in  the  way.  The  poor  voyagears,  too, 
continnally  irritated  his  spleen  by  their  "lubberly"  and  nn- 
aeemly  habits,  so  abhorrent  to  one  Kcnstomed  to  the  cleanlinest 
of  a  man-of-war.  These  poor  fresh-water  sailors,  so  TaingloriooB 
on  shore,  and  almost  amphibious  when  on  lakes  and  rivers,  lost 
all  heart  and  stomach  the  moment  they  were  at  sea.  For  dayi 
they  suffered  the  doleful  rigors  and  retchings  of  sea-sicknen, 
lurking  below  in  their  bertha  in  sqnalid  state,  or  emerging  now 
and  then  like  spectres  &om  the  hatchways,  in  capotes  and  blan- 
kets, with  dirty  nightcaps,  griuly  beard,  lantern  Tisage  and  un- 
haj^y  eye,  shivering,  about  the  deck,  and  ever  and  anon  crawling 
to  the  sides  of  the  vesse],  and  offering  up  their  tributes  to  the 
windward,  to  the  infinite  annoyance  of  the  captain. 

His  letters  to  Mr.  Astor,  wherein  he  pours  forth  the  bitterness 
ot  his  soul,  and  bis  eeamanlike  impatience  of  what  he  considers 
the  •-Ivhbtrly"  character  and  conduct  of  those  around  him,  are 
before  us,  and  are  amusbgly  characteristic.  The  honest  captain 
is  full  of  Tcxation  on  his  own  account,  and  solicitude  on  account 
of  Mr.  A«tor.  whose  property  he  considers  at  the  mercy  of  a  most 
heterogeneous  and  wasteful  crew. 

As  to  the  clerks,  be  pronounces  them  mere  pretcudcrs.  not 
one  of  whom  had  ever  been  among  tbe  Indians,  nor  fartlicr  to 
the  northwest  than  Montreal,  nor  of  higher  rank  than  barkeeper 
of  a  (arem  or  marker  of  a  billiard-tabli.-.  excepting  one.  who  had 
been  a  schoolmaster,  and  whom  he  emphatically  sct^  down  for  -  as 
foolish  a  pedant  as  ever  lived.'' 

Then  as  to  the  artisans  and  laborers  who  had  been  brought 
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ftom  Canada  and  shipped  at  snch  expense,  the  three  meet 
TCBpectable,  acoordiog  to  the  captaio's  account,  were  culprits, 
who  had  fled  from  Canada  on  account  of  their  misdeeds ;  the 
rest  had  figured  in  Montreal  as  draymen,  barbers,  wuters,  and 
carriole  drivers,  and  were  the  most  helpless,  worthless  beings 
"that  C7er  broke  sea-biscuit" 

It  may  easily  be  imagined  what  a  series  of  miaunderstMidings 
and  cross-purposes  would  be  likely  to  take  place  between  such  a 
crew  and  such  a  conunander.  The  captain,  in  his  zeal  for  the 
health  and  cleanliness  of  his  ship,  would  make  sweeping  visita- 
tions to  the  "lubber  nests"  of  the  unlucky  "TC^ageurs"  and 
their  companions  in  misery,  ferret  them  out  of  their  berths,  make 
them  air  and  wash  themselves  and  their  accoutrements,  and 
oblige  them  to  stir  abont  briskly  and  take  exercise. 

Nor  did  his  disgust  and  vexation  cease  when  all  hands  had 
recovered  from  sea-sickness,  and  become  accustomed  to  the  ship, 
for  now  broke  out  an  alarming  keenness  of  appetite  that  threat- 
ened havoc  to  the  provisions.  What  espeoially  irritated  the 
captain  was  the  daintiness  of  some  of  his  cabin  passengers. 
They  were  loud  in  their  complaints  of  the  ship's  &re,  Uiough 
their  table  was  served  with  fresh  pork,  hams,  tongues,  smoked 
beef,  and  puddings.  "When  thwarted  in  their  oravings  for  deli- 
cacies," said  he,  "  they  would  exclaim  that  it  was  d — d  hard  they 
could  not  live  us  they  pleased  upon  their  own  property,  being  on 
board  of  their  own  ship,  freighted  with  their  own  merohandise. 
And  these,"  added  ho,  "  are  the  fine  fellows  who  made  sueh  boast 
that  they  could  '  eat  dogs.'  " 

In  his  indignation  at  what  he  termed  their  efiemtnaoy,  he 
would  swear  that  he  would  never  take  them  to  sea  again  "with- 
'  out  having  Fly-market  on  the  forecastle,  Covent-garden  on  tfte 
poop,  and  a  cool  spring  from  Canada  in  the  maintop." 

As  they  proceeded  on  their  voyage  and  got  into  the  i 
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MM  lad  plMaut  matkar  of  th«  tn^ics,  other  aimojanaM  m- 
«amd  to  TCK  tha  ■^rit  ot  tbe  oftptkin.  He  had  been  oroBsed  bj 
tba  irritaUa  mood  of  one  ci  tbo  pejrtnen ;  he  wu  now  exoeasively 
■UMjad  hj  the  food-hmiwr  of  another.  This  wu  the  elder  Stu- 
art, iriM  WW  em  ei^  Mill,  and  of  m  kmuI  diepooition.  He  had 
Men  liia  in  Oanada,  and  on  the  eoaat  of  Labrador ;  had  boea  a 
ftur  taader  in  the  fivmer,  and  a  flahennan  on  the  latter ;  and,  in 
the  eoaraa  of  his  czpertenoe,  had  made  Tarioua  expeditaona  with 
vajagaun.  He  waa  aoenatomed,  therefore,  to  the  familiarity 
lAiah  preraila  betweM  that  olaas  and  their  ■nperiora,  and  tlw 
y—'P'^F  wkieh  take  plaoe  among  them  when  Beat«d  ronnd  a 
Ira  at  their  enoampmenta.  Stnart  was  never  so  happy  aa  whan 
he  ooold  eeat  himaelf  on  the  deck  with  &  nnniber  of  these  men 
round  him,  in  camping  style,  smoke  together,  passing  the  |npe 
ham  month  to  month,  after  the  manner  of  the  Indians,  sing  old 
Canadian  boat^ongs,  and  tell  stories  abont  their  hardships  and 
1  the  oonrse  of  whieh  he  rivalled  Sindbad  in  hia 
[  tales  of  the  sea,  abont  his  fishing  explmts  on  the  coast  cf 


This  gossiping  familiarity  shooked  the  captain's  notions  of 
tank  and  anbordination,  and  nothing  was  so  abhorrent  to  him  as 
the  eommnnity  of  pipe  between  master  and  man,  and  thdr  min- 
ting in  chorus  in  the  outlandish  boat-aongs. 

Then  there  was  another  whimsical  source  of  annoyanoe  to 
him.  Some  of  the  yonng  clorke,  who  were  making  their  first 
voyage,  and  tj  whom  every  thing  was  new  and  strange,  wore, 
very  rationally,  in  the  habit  of  taking  notes  and  keeping  jonr- 
nalfl.  This  was  a  sore  abomination  to  the  honest  captain,  who 
bold  their  literary  pretensions  in  great  contempt.  "  Tbe  collect- 
ing  of  materials  for  long  histories  of  their  voyages  and  travels," 
aaid  he,  in  hie  letter  to  Hr.  Astor,  "  appears  to  engross  most  of 
their  attention."     We  can  conceive  what  must  have  been  the 


oraat;  impatienoe  of  tfa«  worthy  navigator,  wbea,  on  any  trifiing 
occurrence  in  the  coarse  of  the  voyage,  quite  oommoDplaoe  in  his 
eyes,  he  ettw  theae  jonng  landemen  running  to  record  it  in  their 
jonmala  ;  and  what  indignant  glances  he  mast  iiave  cast  to  right 
and  left,  as  be  worried  sboat  the  deck,  giving  ont  his  orden  for 
the  management  of  the  ship,  surrounded  hy  singing,  smokisg, 
gossiping,  scribhling  gronpa,  all,  as  be  thought,  intent  npon  the 
amusement  of  the  passing  hour,  instead  of  the  great  pnrpOMS 
and  interests  of  the  voyage. 

It  is  possible  the  captain  was  in  some  degree  right  in  hia 
notions.  Though  some  of  the  paaseogera  bad  mnob  to  gain  by 
the  voyage,  none  of  them  had  any  thing  positively  to  lose.  They 
were  moHtlj  young  men,  in  the  heyday  of  life ;  and  having  got 
into  fine  latitudes,  upon  smooth  seas,  with  a  well-storod  ship 
nnder  them,  and  a  ^r  wind  in  tbo  shoulder  of  the  stul,  they 
seemed  to  have  got  into  a  holiday  world,  and  were  disposed  to 
enjoy  it  That  craving  desire,  natnral  to  nntravelled  men  of 
fresh  and  lively  minds,  to  see  strange  lands,  and  to  visit  scenes 
fomous  in  history  or  fable,  was  expressed  by  some  of  the  partners 
and  clerks,  with  respect  to  some  of  the  storied  coasts  and  islands 
that  lay  within  their  route.  The  captain,  however,  who  r^uded 
every  coast  and  island  with  a  matter-of-fact  eye,  and  had  no 
more  assQciationB  connected  with  them  than  those  laid  down  in 
his  sea-chart,  considered  all  this  curiosity  as  cxceedin^y  idl«  and 
childish.  ''  In  the  first  part  of  the  voyage,"  says  he  in  his  letter, 
"  they  were  determined  to  have  it  said  tbey  had  been  in  Afrioa, 
and  therefore  insisted  on  my  stopping  at  the  Cape  de  Terds. 
Next  they  said  the  ship  should  stop  on  the  coast  of  Patagonia, 
for  they  must  see  the  large  and  uncommon  inhabitants  of  that 
place.  Then  they  must  go  to  the  Island  where  Robinson  Gnuoe 
had  so  long  lived.  And  lastly,  they  were  determined  to  see  the 
handsome  inhabitants  of  Eaatct  Island." 
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To  all  dMM  jMwdTM  tlie  eaptain  opposed  Im  perenqytoiy 
w9/k^  as  ^eonlnury  to  imtnietioiui."    Then  would  break  forth  aa 

inmiliiig  eKplomm  of  wrath  on  the  part  of  oertain  of  the  pari* 
uk  the  eoorae  of  whioh  they  did  not  OTon  spare  Mr.  Astoor 
far  his  aet  of  saparerogation  in  furnishing  orders  for  the  oontiaL 
of  the  ship  while  they  were  on  board,  instead  of  leaving  them  to 
be  the  judges  where  it  would  be  best  for  her  to  touoh,  and  how 
long  to  remain.  The  oholerio  M'Bougal  took  the  lead  in  these 
railings,  being,  as  has  boon  observed,  a  little  pufbd  up  with  the 
idea  of  being  Mr.  Aster's  proxy. 

The  eaptain,  however,  became  only  so  much  the  more  crusty 
sad  dogged  in  his  adherence  to  his  orders,  and  touchy  and  harsh 
in  his  dealings  with  his  passengers,  and  frequent  altercations 
ensued.  He  may  in  some  measure  have  been  influenced  by  his 
seamanliko  impatience  of  the  interference  of  landsmen,  and  his 
high  notions  of  naval  etiquette  and  quarter-deck  authority ;  but 
he  evidently  had  an  honest,  trusty  concern  for  the  interests  of 
his  employer.  He  pictured  to  himself  the  anxious  projector  of 
the  enterprise,  who  had  disbursed  so  munificently  in  its  outfit^ 
eahmlating  on  the  seal,  fidelity,  and  singleness  of  purpose  of  his 
asnciates  and  agents ;  while  they,  on  the  other  hand,  having  a 
good  ship  at  their  disposal,  and  a  deep  pocket  at  home  to  bear 
them  out,  seemed  ready  to  loiter  on  every  coast,  and  amuse  them- 
selves in  every  port. 

On  the  fourth  of  December  they  came  in  sight  of  the  Falk- 
land Islands.  Having  been  for  some  time  on  an  allowance  of 
water,  it  was  resolved  to  anchor  here  and  obtain  a  supply.  A 
boat  was  sent  into  a  small  bay  to  take  soundings.  Mr.  M'Pougal 
and  Mr.  M'Kay  took  this  occasion  to  go  on  shore,  but  with  a  re- 
quest from  the  captain  that  they  would  not  detain  the  ship.  Once 
on  shore,  however,  they  were  in  no  haste  to  obey  his  orders,  but 
ramUed  about  in  search  of  curiosities.     The  anchorage  proving 
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ana&fe,  and  water  difficult  to  be  procured,  the  o^tBiu  stood  out 
to  sea,  Bod  made  repeated  signaJa  for  those  on  ehoro  to  rejoin 
the  ship,  but  it  was  not  until  nine  at  night  that  they  came  on 
board. 

The  wind  beiug  adTorec,  the  boat  was  again  sent  on  shore  on 
the  following  morning,  and  the  same  gentlemen  again  landed,  but 
promised  to  eome  off  at  a  moment's  warning ;  they  again  forgot 
their  promise  in  their  eager  pursuit  of  wild  geese  and  sea-wolves. 
After  a  time  the  wind  hauled  fair,  and  signals  were  made  for  the 
boat.  Half  an  hour  elapsed  but  no  boat  put  off.  The  oaptun 
reconnoitred  the  shore  with  his  glass,  and,  to  his  infinite  vexa- 
Uon,  saw  the  loiterers  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  "wild-goose- 
ohasc."  Nettled  to  the  quick,  he  immediately  made  sail  When 
those  on  shore  saw  the  ship  actually  under  way,  they  embarked 
with  all  spued,  but  had  a  hard  pull  of  eight  miles  before  they 
got  on  board,  and  then  experienced  but  a  grim  reception,  not- 
withstanding that  they  came  well  laden  with  the  spoils  of  tias 

Two  days  afterwards,  on  the  seventh  of  December,  they 
anchored  at  Fort  Kgmont,  in  the  same  island,  where  they  re- 
mained four  days  taking  in  water  and  making  repairs.  This  was 
a  joyous  time  for  the  landsmen.  They  pitched  a  tout  on  shore, 
had  a  boat  at  their  command,  and  passed  their  time  merrily  in 
rambling  about  the  island,  and  coasting  along  the  shores,  shoot- 
ing sea-lions,  seals,  foxes,  geese,  ducks,  and  pengoins.  Mono 
were  keener  in  pursuit  of  this  kind  of  game  than  M'Dougal 
and  David  Stuart;  the  latter  was  reminded  of  aquatic  sports 
on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  and  his  hunting  exploits  in  the  north- 
In  the  meantime  the  captain  addressed  himself  steadily  to  the 
business  of  his  ship,  scorning  the  holiday  spirit  and  useleaa  pnr- 
niita  of  his  emancipated  messmates,  and  warning  them,  from  tiina 
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to  tiine,  not  to  nnder  awsy  nor  be  <mt  of  huL  Tkey  promised, 
*■  oeusl,  that  the  ship  dionld  never'  experience  r  moment's  deten* 
tion  on  their  scoount,  bat,  u  nnul,  forgot  their  promise. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  the  repaire  being  aM  finis&ed, 
uid  the  water  easks  replenished,  the  sigoal  was  given  to  embark, 
nnd  tlie  ship  began  to  weigh  anohor.  At  this  time  several  of  the 
paaaeugers  were  dispersed  about  the  island,  amusing  themselves 
in  various  ways.  8ome  of  the  young  men  had  found  two  inscrip- 
tions, in  EogUsb,  over  a  place  where  two  unfortunate  mariners 
bad  been  buried  in  this  desert  island.  As  the  inscriptions  were 
nearly  worn  out  by  time  and  weather,  they  were  playing  the  part 
of  *'  Old  Mortality,"  and  piously  renewing  them.  The  signal 
from  the  ship  summoned  them  from  their  labors  ;  they  saw  the 
sails  unfurled,  and  that  she  was  getting  under  way.  The  two 
aporting  partners,  however,  Mr,  M'Dougal  and  David  Stuart,  had 
strolled  away  to  the  south  of  the  island  in  pursuit  of  penguins. 
It  would  never  do  to  put  ofT  without  them,  as  there  was  but  one 
boat  to  convey  the  whole. 

While  this  delay  took  place  on  shore,  the  captain  was  storm- 
ing on  board.  This  was  the  third  time  his  orders  had  boon 
treated  with  contempt,  and  the  ship  wantunly  detained,  and  it 
should  be  the  last ;  so  he  spread  all  sail  and  put  to  sea,  swearing 
be  would  leave  the  laggards  to  shift  for  thcniKelves.  It  wh.s  in 
vain  that  those  on  board  made  remoiistrnu(.-cM  and  culrcaticx,  and 
represented  thi>  horrors  of  abandoning  wen  upon  a  sterile  and 
uiiiiiliubitcd  inland  :  the  sturdy  captain  was  iiifltixible 

In  the  meantime  the  penguin  hunters  had  juiued  the  engravers 
iif  toiubstoniis,  but  not  before  the  shi])  was  already  out  at  sea. 
Tlicy  nil,  t>i  the  number  of  eight,  threw  tlicmsolvcn  into  their 
lH>at.  which  ws.s  abiiut  twenty  feet  in  lcnf.'lh,  and  ruweil  with 
might  and  main.  For  three  houra  and  a  half  did  they  tug  anx- 
iously and  severely  at  the  oar,  swashed  occasionally  by  the  surg- 
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ing  w&veB  of  tiie  open  tttk,  wKUe  the  ship  inexorably  kept  on  bar 
course,  and  Roemod  determined  to  leave  them  behind. 

On  board  of  the  ship  vaa  the  nephew  of  David  Stuart,  a  young 
man  of  spirit  and  roeolution.  Seeing,  as  he  thought,  the  oaptain 
obstinately  bent  upon  abandoning  his  uncle  and  the  others,  he 
seized  a  pistol,  and  in  a  parozyBm  of  wrath  swore  he  would  blow 
out  the  capbun's  bnuns,  unless  he  put  about  or  shortened  saiL 

Fortunately  for  all  parties,  the  wind  jnst  then  came  ahead, 
and  the  boat 'was  enabled  to  reaeh  the  ship  ;  otherwise,  disastrous 
cireumstanoes  might  have  ensued.  We  ean  hardly  beliere  Uiat 
the  oaptain  really  intended  to  oarrj  his  threat  into  full  effeot,  and 
rather  think  he  meant  to  let  the  laggards  off  for  a  long  pull  and 
a  hearty  fright.  Ho  declared,  however,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Astor,  that  he  was  serious  in  his  tbreata  ;  and  there  is  no  know* 
ing  bow  fax  such  an  iron  man  may  push  his  notions  of  authority. 

"  Had  the  wind,"  writes  he,  "  (unfortunately)  not  hauled  ahead 
soon  after  leaving  the  harbor's  mouth,  I  should  positively  have 
left  them  ;  and,  indeed,  I  cannot  but  think  it  an  unfortunate  Dir> 
eumstonce  for  you  that  it  so  happened,  for  the  first  loss  in  this 
instance  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  proved  the  best,  as  they 
seem  to  have  no  idea  of  the  value  of  property,  nor  any  apparent 
regard  for  your  interest,  although  interwoven  with  their  own." 

This,  it  must  be  confessed,  was  acting  with  a  high  hand,  uid 
carrying  a  regard  to  the  owner's  property  to  a  dangerous  length. 
Various  petty  feuda  occurred  also  between  him  and  the  partners 
in  respect  to  the  goods  on  board  the  ship,  some  articles  of  whiok 
they  wished  to  distribute  for  clothing  among  the  men,  or  fi>r  other 
purpoeea  which  they  deemed  essential.  The  oaptain,  however, 
kept  a  mastiff  watch  upon  the  cargo,  and  growled  and  snapped 
if  they  but  offered  to  touch  box  or  bale.  "  It  was  contrary  to 
orders  ;  it  would  forfeit  his  insurance  ;  it  was  out  of  all  ruls." 
It  was  in  vain  they  insisted  npon  their  right  to  do  so,  as  part 


AUUTAL  AT  OWTHKB.  « 

o«Mn,«iduMltaglbrthegi)odof  thaantarpriM;  tii«eapttuB 
onlj  atDtk  to  hia  pmnt  tiie  mora  sUnahly.  Thej  Sonaoled  them- 
mkftm,  ikaiton,  bj  (kekring^  tlwt  as  soon  as  Hie;  made  laud 
Aaj  wonld  awMt  Aeir  r^ta,  and  do  with  ahip  and  cargo  as  liraj 


Band*  theso  foods  bertmot  tha  oaptain  and  th«  partners, 
thsrs  vera  tods  betmot  the  partners  thenuelTes,  ooeasioned,  in 
tOBm-mtimn9,\j jtaitMSj ot  rank.  H'Dongaland  M'Kayb^an 
ts  dmr  plans  tat  Ab  toot,  and  otlier  buildings  of  the  intended 
WfcMisliiiiiiiit.  They  agned  very  well  as  to  the  oadine  and 
JiMiMsiiwis,  lAkli  were  on  a  sufficiently  grand  soale ;  bnt  when 
tbej  oaae  to  anuige  the  details,  fieroe  disputes  arose,  and  they 
would  quurel  by  the  hour  about  the  diatribntion  of  the  doon 
■ad  windows.  Hany  were  the  hard  words  and  hard  names  ban- 
diad  between  them  on  these  oooaaiona,  aooording  to  the  captain's 
aeeontl  Badi  aeonsed  the  other  of  endeaToring  to  assume 
■Bwarrantable  power,  and  to  take  the  lead  ;  upon  whioh  Mr. 
ICDovgal  would  Tauntingly  lay  down  Mr.  Astor's  letter,  con- 
stituting hnn  his  representative  andf  rozy,  a  doooment  not  to  Im 


Theae  wordy  oontests,  though  violent,  were  brief;  "and 
within  fifleeen  minutes,"  says  the  captun,  "  they  would  be  caress- 
ing  each  other  like  children." 

While  all  this  petty  anarchy  was  agitating  the  little  world 
within  the  Tonquin,  the  good  ship  prosperoualy  pursued  her 
course,  doubled  Cape  Horn  on  the  25th  of  December,  careered 
across  the  bosom  of  the  Parafio,  until,  on  the  1 1th  of  February, 
the  snowy  peaks  of  Owyhee  were  seen  brigbteniug   above  the 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Owyhee,  or  Hawui,  ae  it  is  written  by  more  ezMt  ortbogra- 
phers,  is  the  largest  of  tlie  cluster,  ten  in  nnmber,  of  the  Sand- 
wich Islands.  It  b  about  ninct;-aOTen  miles  in  length,  and 
seventy-eight  in  breadth,  rising  gradnall;  into  three  pyramidal 
summits  or  cones ;  the  highest,  Mouna  Boa,  being  eighteen 
thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  so  as  to  domineer  over 
the  whole  Archipelago,  and  to  be  a  landmark  over  a  wide  extent 
of  ocean.  It  remiuns  a  lasting  monument  of  the  enterprising 
and  unfortunate  Captain  Cook,  who  was  murdered  by  the  natives 
of  this  island. 

The  Sandwich  Islanders,  when  first  discovered,  evinoed  a 
character  saperior  to  most«f  the  savages  of  the  Paoifio  Isled. 
They  were  frank  and  open  in  their  deportment,  friendly  and 
liberal  in  their  dealings,  with  an  apt  ingenuity  apparent  iii  all 
their  rnde  inventions. 

The  tragical  fate  of  the  disooverer,  which,  for  a  time,br<Kight 
them  under  the  charge  of  ferocity,  was,  in  fact,  the  reeoltof  sud- 
den exasperation,  caused  by  the  seisure  of  thoir  chief. 

At  the  time  of  the  visit  of  tho  Tonquio,  the  islanders  had 
profited,  in  many  respects,  by  occasional  intercourse  with  white 
men ;  and  had  shown  a  quickneHS  to  observe  and  cultivate  those 
arts  important  to  their  mode  of  living.  Originally  they  hsd  no 
means  of  navigating  the  seas  by  which  they  were  surrounded, 
superior  to  light  pirogues,  which  were  little  competent  to  con- 
tend with  the  storms  of  the  broad  ocean.     As  the  isUndsiS  ire 


TAMA  Atom  B-HIS  NAVT.  )$ 

Mrt  in  tigkt  oi  tmik  oUwr,  Uiera  oonld,  therefore,  be  bat  oasnal 
intenxMine  between  them.  The  traffic  with  white  men  had  pat 
tbem  in  pOBse»on  of  vessels  of  superior  deBoription ;  they  hod 
msds  themselves  uquainted  with  their  management,  and  had 
even  made  radeadTanoes  in  the  art  of  Bhip-boilding. 

These  improrementB  had  been  promoted,  in  a  great  meosare, 
bj  tte  energy  and  sagaoity  of  one  man,  the  Sudddb  Tamaahmaah. 
He  had  originally  been  a  petty  ari,  or  chief;  bat,  being  of  an  in- 
tr^id  and  assuring  nature,  he  had  risen  in  rank,  and,  availing 
fciin— If  of  the  snpetior  advantages  now  afforded  in  navigation, 
bad  brought  the  whole  Arohipelago  in  sabjeolion  to  his  arms. 
At  tbe  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Tonquin  he  had  about  forty 
sehooners,  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  tone  burden,  and  one  old 
Aoieriosn  ship.  With  these  he  maintained  undisputed  away  over 
Us  insnltr  donuuns,  and  carried  on  an  intercourse  with  the  chieft 
at  goremora  whom  he  had  placed  in  command  of  the  several 
idands. 

The  ntoation  of  this  group  of  islands,  &r  in  the  bosom  of  the 
vast  Faoifio,  voA  their  abundant  fertility,  rendered  thom  impor- 
tnnl  sloping  places  on  the  highway  to  China,  or  to  the  northwest 
eoast  of  America.  Here  the  vessels  engaged  in  the  ^r  trade 
tondied  to  make  repairs  and  procure  provisions ;  and  hero  they 
often  sheltered  themselves  during  the  winters  that  occorred  in 
their  long  coasting  expeditions. 

Tlie  British  navigators  were,  from  the  first,  aware  of  the  value 
of  these  islands  to  the  purposes  of  commerce ;  and  Tamaahmaah, 
not  long  after  he  had  attained  the  sovereign  sway,  was  persuaded 
by  Vancouver,  the  celebrated  discoverer,  to  acknowledgo,  on  behalf 
of  himself  and  subjects,  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain. 
The  reader  cannot  hut  call  to  mind  the  visit  which  the  royal 
family  and  court  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  was,  in  late  years,  in- 
dnoed  to  make  to  the  court  of  St.  James  \  and  the  seri<H»>mie 


oraemoDula  and  mook  pande  which  attendod  that  singolar  tra- 
TOBt;  of  monarchal  Btjie. 

It  was  a  part  of  the  wide  and  comprehensive  plan  of  Mr. 
Aator  to  establish  a  friendly  intercourse  between  these  islands 
and  his  intended  colony,  which  might,  for  a  time,  have  occasion  to 
draw  supplies  thence;  and  he  even  bad  a  vague  idea  of,  some 
time  or  other,  getting  possession  of  one  of  their  islands  as  a  ren- 
desTous  for  his  ships,  and  a  link  in  the  chain  of  his  oommercial 
establishmente. 

On  the  evening  of  the  ISth  of  Febmsry,  the  Tonqnin  an- 
chored in  the  bay  of  Karakakooa,  in  the  island  of  Owyhee.  Th« 
surrounding  shores  were  wild  and  broken,  with  overhanging  cliffii 
and  precipices  of  black  Tolcanic  rock.  Beyond  these,  however, 
the  country  was  fertile  and  well  cultivated,  with  inclosareti  of 
yams,  plantains,  sweet  potatoes,  augarnjanes,  and  other  prodno- 
tions  of  warm  climates  and  teeming  soils ;  and  the  nomeroos 
habitations  of  the  natives,  were  pleasantly  sheltered  beneath 
clumps  of  oocoanot  and  bread-fruit  trees,  which  aSbrdod  boA 
food  and  shade.  This  mingled  variety  of  garden  and  grove  swept 
gradually  up  the  sides  of  the  mountains,  until  snooaeded  by 
dense  forests,  which  in  turn  gave  place  to  naked  and  craggy  rocks, 
ontil  the  summits  rose  into  the  regions  of  perpetual  snow. 

The  royal  residence  of  Tamaahmaah  was  at  this  time  at 
another  island  named  Woahoo.  The  island  of  Owyhea  wu 
under  the  command  of  one  of  his  oris,  or  ohiefii,  who  reBi4«d  at 
the  village  of  Tocaigh,  situated  on  a  different  part  of  the  eoast 
from  the  bay  of  Karakakooa. 

On  the  morning  after  her  arrival,  the  ship  was  sarroimded 
by  canoes  and  pirogues,  filled  with  the  islanders  of  both  snzes, 
bringing  off  supplies  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  bananas,  plantaina, 
watermelons,  yams,  cabbages,  and  taro.  The  captMn  was  dMi- 
rons,  however,  of  purchasing  a  number  of  bogs,  but  th«n  were 
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MMft  to  be  hkd.  TIw  tnAa  in  porkwu  « royal  monopoljr,  utd 
BO  mbjeet  of  tlie  grest  Tuniahmaah  dared  to  meddlfl  with  it 
Sneh  prorinoiu  m  thej  could  fimuBh,  howerer,  were  bronght  hy 
An  tutiTM  ia  abonduioe,  and  a  lively  iDteroonrae  was  kept  np 
Airing  tim  day,  in  wliloh  Uio  women  mingled  ia  the  kindett 

Tha  iaUndon  are  a  oomdy  raoe,  of  a  copper  oomplexion. 
Km  men  ar«  tall  and  well  made,  with  forms  indicating  strength 
and  anting ;  the  women  with  regular  and  occasionally  handsome 
fcalmea,  and  a  laaeiTioni  expresraon,  oharacteriatio  of  their  tem- 
pcnmant.  Their  a^le  of  dress  was  nearly  the  same  as  in  the 
d^s  of  Captain  Cook.  The  men  wore  the  maro,  a  band  one  foot 
in  width  and  soTeral  feet  in  length,  swathed  round  the  loins,  and 
forma  J  <^  tappa,  or  olotii  of  bark ;  the  kihei,  or  mantle,  about  sir 
foat  aqnare,  tied  in  a  knot  over  one  shonlder,  passed  under  the 
nppoaitfl  arm,  so  as  to  leave  it  bare,  and  fidling  in  graceful  folds 
bafiM«  and  behind,  to  the  knee,  so  as  to  bear  some  reeemblanoe 
to  a  Bomaa  toga. 

The  female  dress  consisted  of  the  pan,  a  garment  formed  of  a 
piece  of  tt^tpa,  several  yards  in  length  and  one  in  width,  wrapped 
zoond  Ae  waist,  and  reaching  like  a  petticoat,  to  the  knees.  Om 
this  a  kUtei  or  mantle,  larger  than  that  of  the  men,  sometimea 
worn  over  both  shoulders,  like  a  shawl,  sometimes  over  one  only. 
These  mantles  were  seldom  worn  by  either  sex  dnriug  the  heat 
«f  the  day,  when  the  exposure  of  their  persona  was  at  first  very 
zevolting  to  a  civilised  eye. 

Towards  evening  several  of  the  partners  and  clerks  went  on 
shore,  where  they  were  well  received  and  hospitably  entertained. 
A  dance  was  performed  for  their  amasement,  in  which  nineteen 
yonng  women  and  one  man  figured  very  gracefully,  singing  in 
eottoert,  and  moving  to  the  cadence  of  their  song. 

AH  this,  however,  was  nothing  to  the  pnrpose  in  the  eyes  of 


CapUin  Thorn,  who,  being  disappointed  in  hia  hope  of  obtunii^ 
A  supply  of  pork,  or  finding  good  water,  wax  anxious  to  be  off. 
This  it  was  not  bo  easy  to  effect.  The  passengers,  pnce  on  shore, 
were  disposed,  as  usual,  to  profit  by  the  occasion.  The  partners 
had  many  inquiries  to  make  relative  to  the  island,  with  a  view  to 
basiness  ;  while  the  young  clerks  were  delighted  with  tbe  charms 
and  graces  of  the  dancing  damseb. 

To  add  to  their  gratifications,  an  old  inan  offered  to  conduct 
them  to  the  spot  where  Captain  Cook  was  massacred.  The  propo- 
sition was  eagerly  accepted,  and  all  hands  set  out  on  a  pilgrimage 
to  the  place.  The  veteran  islander  performed  his  promise  futh- 
folly,  and  pointed  out  the  jery  spot  where  tbe  unfortunate  dis- 
coverer fell.  The  reeks  and  eoeoa  trees  around  bore  record  of 
tbe  fact,  in  the  marks  of  the  balls  fired  from  the  boats  upon  the 
savages.  The  pilgrims  gathered  round  the  old  man,  and  drew 
from  him  all  the  particnlars  he  had  to  relate  respecting  this 
memorable  event ;  while  the  honest  captain  stood  by  and  bit  his 
nails  with  impatience.  To  add  to  hia  vexation,  they  employed 
tbemaclvcB  in  knocking  off  pieces  of  the  rocks,  and  cutting  off' the 
bark  nf  the  trees  marked  by  the  balls,  which  they  conveyed  bttok 
to  the  ship  aa  precious  relics. 

Right  glad,  therefore,  was  he  to  get  them  and  their  treasures 
&irly  on  board,  when  he  made  sail  from  this  unprofitable  plaee, 
and  Rteercd  for  the  Bay  of  Toeaigh,  the  residence  of  tbe  ohief  or 
governor  of  the  island,  where  he  hoped  to  be  more  saooeasfol  in 
obtaining  supplies.  On  coming  to  anchor  the  captain  went  on 
shore,  accompanied  by  Mr.  M'Dougal  and  Mr,  M'Ksy,  and  pud 
a  visit  to  the  governor.  Thia  dignitary  proved  to  be  an  old 
sailor,  by  the  name  of  John  Young ;  who,  after  being  tossed 
abont  the  seas  like  another  Sindhad,  had,  by  one  of  tbe  iriiimsieal 
freaks  of  fortune,  been  elevated  to  the  government  of  a  savage 
island.     He  received  bis  visitors  with  more  hearty  familiarity 


A  NAUnCAL  GOVERNOR.  ^ 

thMi  penonageB  in  hk  high  station  are  apt  to  indulge,  bat  soon 
gare  them  to  understand  that  provisions  were  scanty  at  Tocaigh| 
and  that  there  was  no  good  water,  no  rain  having  fidlen  in  the 
ne^borhood  in  three  years. 

The  wqitain  was  immediately  for  breaking  np  the  conference 
and  departing,  bat  the  partners  were  not  so  willing  to  part  with 
tlie  naatical  govemor,  who  seemed  disposed  to  be  extremely  com- 
amnioatiTe,  and  firom  whom  they  might  be  able  to  procure  some 
useful  information.  A  long  conversation  accordingly  ensued,  in 
the  oourse  of  which  they  made  many  inquiries  about  the  affiurs 
of  the  islands,  their  natural  productions,  and  the  possibility  of 
tniming  them  to  advantage  in  the  way  of  trade ;  nor  did  they  fidl 
to  inquire  into  the  individual  history  of  John  Young,  and  how  he 
came  to  be  governor.  This  he  gave  with  great  condescension, 
running  through  the  whole  course  of  his  fortunes  ^  even  from  his 
boyish  days." 

He  was  a  native  of  Liverpool,  in  England,  and  had  followed 
the  sea  from  boyhood,  until,  by  dint  of  good  conduct,  he  had 
risen  so  far  in  his  profession  as  to  be  boatswain  of  an  American 
sh^  called  the  Eleanor,  commanded  by  Captain  Metcalf  In  this 
vessel  he  had  sailed  in  1789,  on  one  of  those  casual  expeditions 
to  the  northwest  coast,  in  quest  of  furs.  In  the  course  of  the 
voyage,  the  captain  left  a  small  schooner,  named  the  Fair  Ameri- 
cui,  at  Nootka,  with  a  crew  of  five  men,  commanded  by  his  son, 
a  youth  of  eighteen.  She  was  to  follow  on  in  the  track  of  the 
Sleanor. 

In  February,  1790,  Captain  Metcalf  touched  at  the  island  of 
Mowee,  one  of  the  Sandwich  group.  ^  While  anchored  here,  a 
boat  which  was  astern  of  the  Eleanor  was  stolen,  and  a  seaman 
Who  was  in  it  was  killed.  The  natives,  generally,  disclaimed  the 
Outrage,  and  brought  the  shattered  remains  of  the  boat  and  the 
4ead  body  of  the  seaman  to  the  ship.     Supposing  that  they  had 


thoB  appeased  the  anger  of  th«  captain,  they  thronged,  as  UAoml, 
in  great  nnmbcrs  abont  the  vessel,  to  trade.  Captain  MeteaU| 
however,  determined  on  a  hloody  revenge.  The  Eleanor  mounted 
ten  guns.  All  these  he  ordered  to  be  loaded  with  mueket-baUs, 
nails,  and  pieces  of  old  iron,  and  then  fired  them,  and  the  Boiall- 
arms  of  the  ship,  among  the  natives.  The  havoc  was  dreadfiil ; 
more  than  a  hundred,  according  to  Young's  account,  were  slain. 

After  this  signal  act  of  vengeance,  Captain-  Metoalf  sailed 
from  Mowee,  and  made  for  the  island  of  Owyhee,  where  he  vnw 
well  roceiTcd  by  Tamaahmaah.  The  fortunes  of  this  warlike 
chief  were  at  that  time  on  the  rise.  He  had  originally  been  of 
inferior  rank,  ruling  over  only  one  or  two  districts  of  Owyhee, 
but  had  gradually  made  himself  sovereign  of  his  native  island. 

The  Eleanor  remained  some  few  days  at  anchor  here,  and  an 
apparently  friendly  interoonrse  was  kept  up  with  the  inhabttaots. 
On  the  17th  March,  John  Toung  obtained  permission  to  pass  the 
night  on  shore.  On  the  following  morning  a  signal-gun  sam- 
moned  him  to  return  on  board. 

He  went  to  the  shore  to  embark,  but  found  all  the  canoes 
hauled  up  on  the  beach  and  rigorously  tabooed,  or  interdloted. 
He  would  have  launched  one  himself,  but  was  informed  by  Ta- 
maahmaah that  if  he  presumed  to  do  so  he  would  be  put  to  death. 

Young  was  obliged  to  submit,  and  remained  all  day  in  great 
perplexity  to  account  for  this  mysterious  taboo,  and  fearful  that 
some  hostility  was  intended.  In  the  evening  he  learned  the  eanse 
of  it,  and  his  uneasiness  was  increased.  It  appeared  that  tbe 
vindictive  act  of  Captain  Metealf  had  recoiled  upon  his  own  head. 
The  schooner  Fair  American,  commanded  by  his  son,  following  in 
his  track,  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  natives  to  the  sonth- 
ward  of  Tocaigh  Bay,  and  young  Hetcalf  and  four  of  die  «l«w 
had  been  massacred. 

On  receiving  intelligence  of  this  event,  Tai 


PEOwrnoH  m  savage  jjfb. 


— Jirtaly  taboood  all  the  oanooa,  aad  intardioted  all  intenoarae 
wltli  tha  ship,  iMt  tho  o^Uin  ■honld  latm  the  &te  of  the  uhooser, 
and  tftka  his  rerrei^  npon  th«  iiUnd.  Por  the  aame  reuon  ha 
pnvanted  Tooi^;  firom  rejoiaing  his  ooantiTnien.  The  Eleuior 
oontinoed  to  fin  lignali  from  time  to  time  for  two  dkys,  snd  thea 
niled  j  ooncinding,  no  donbt,  tlut  the  bofttnrain  had  deserted. 

John  Yonng  wss  in  deepur  when  h«  ww  the  ship  mske  ssil, 
nd  fonnd  himself  shsndoned  smong  nngee ; — snd  ssn^ee,  too, 
Bsagninsij  in  their  ohsrsoter,  snd  influned  hy  sots  of  hostility. 
He  wss  sgreesblj  disappointed,  however,  in  experiencing  nothing 
hat  kind  treatment  from  Tsmafthmsah  and  his  peopla  It  is  true, 
ha  was  natroidjr  watched  whenever  a  vessel  osme  in  aight,  lest  ha 
■honld  escape  and  relate  what  had  pasaed  ;  bat  at  other  times  he 
was  treated  widi  entire  oonfidenee  and  great  distinction.  He  be- 
cane  a  prime  ftvorite,  osbinet  oonnseUor,  and  aotive  ooadjntor  at 
Tamaahmash,  attending  him  in  all  his  excnrsions,  whether  of  bnu- 
neas  or  pleasure,  and  aiding  in  his  warlike  and  ambitious  enter- 
prises. Bj  d^rees  he  rose  tb  the  rank  of  a  ohief^  esponsed  one 
of  the  bennties  of  the  island,  and  became  habituated  and  reoon- 
died  to  his  new  way  of  life ;  thinking  it  better,  perhaps,  to  role 
aa<mg  savages  than  serve  among  white  men  ;  to  bo  a  feathered 
(Uif  than  a  tarpawling  boatswun.  His  favor  with  Tamaahmaah 
asTST  declined  ;  and  when  that  Bagacioua,  intrepid,  and  aspiring 
^ieftain  had  made  himself  sovereign  over  the  whole  gronp  of 
iilands,  and  removed  his  residenoe  to  Woahoo,  ho  left  his  faithful 
idherent  John  Young  in  command  of  Owyhee. 

Snch  is  an  ontline  of  the  history  of  Governor  Young,  aa  for- 
lushed  by  himself ;  and  we  regret  that  we  are  not  able  to  give 
«nj  aooonnt  of  the  state  maintained  by  this  seafaring  worthy, 
%od  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  high  fanotions ;  though 
it  is  evident  he  had  more  of  the  hearty  familiarity  of  the  foro- 
«astle  than  the  dignity  of  tite  gubernatorial  office. 


These  long  confereucee  vcre  bitter  trials  tg  the  patience  of 
the  captain,  who  bad  no  reapect  either  for  the  governor  or  his 
ieland,  and  was  anxious  to  push  on  in  quest  of  provisions  and 
vater.  As  soon  as  he  could  get  bis  inquisitive  partners  onoe 
more  on  board,  be  weighed  anchor,  and  made  sail  for  the  island 
of  Woahoo,  the  royal  residence  of  Tamaahmaah. 

This  is  the  moat  beautiful  island  of  the  Sandwich  group.  It 
is  forty-six  miles  in  length  and  twenty-three  in  breadth.  A  ridge 
of  volcanic  mountains  extends  through  the  centra,  rising  into 
lofty  peaks,  and  skirted  bj  undulating  bills  and  rich  plains,  where 
the  cabins  of  the  natives  peep  out  from  beneath  groves  of  ooco»- 
nut  and  other  luxuriant  trees. 

On  the  2Ist  of  Febmary  the  Tonquin  cast  anchor  in  the 
beautiful  bay  before  the  village  of  Waititi,  (pronounced  Whytee- 
tee,)  the  abode  of  Tamaahmaah.  This  village  eont^ned  about 
two  hundred  habitations,  composed  of  poles  set  in  the  ground, 
tied  together  at  the  ends,  and  that«hed  with  grass,  and  was  situ- 
ated in  an  open  grove  of  ooooa-nuta.  The  royal  palace  of  Ta- 
maahmaah was  a  largo  house  of  two  stories ;  the  lower  of  stonc^ 
the  upper  of  wood.  Round  this  his  body-guard  kept  watoh,  com- 
posed of  twenty-four  men,  in  long  blue  cassocks  turned  up  with 
yellow,  and  each  armed  with  a  musket. 

While  at  anchor  at  this  place,  much  ceremonious  visiting  and 
long  conferences  took  place  between  the  potentate  of  the  isluids 
and  the  partners  of  the  company.  Tamaahmaah  came  on  board 
of  the  ship  in  royal  style,  in  his  double  pirogue.  He  was  between 
fifty  and  sixty  years  of  age,  above  the  middle  aiic,  large  and  well 
made,  though  somewhat  corpntont.  He  was  dressed  in  on  old 
suit  of  regimentals,  with  a  sword  by  hia  aide,  and  seemed  some- 
what embarrassed  by  his  magnificent  attire.  Three  of  his  wives 
accompanied  him.  They  were  almost  as  tall,  and  quite  as  oorpa- 
lent  as  himself;  bat  by  no  means  to  be  compared  with  him  in. 


A  EOTAL  TTSIT— GRAND  CEREMONIALa  H 

gnmdmr  trf  kftWIimenta,  wstmng  no  other  garb  tluui  the  pUL 
With  him,  also,  eame  his  great  fiiTorite  and  confldential  ooniuiel- 
lor,  Kraimaker ;  who,  from  boldiog  a  post  eqaivalent  to  that  of 
prime  miniator,  had  been  bmiliarlj  named  Billy  Pitt  by  the 
Britiah  viriton  to  the  ialandH. 

The  sorereign  was  reoeired  with  befitting  ceremonial.  The 
AxMriesn  flag  was  diapUyed,  fbnr  gnns  were  fired,  and  the  part- 
Mrs  Biqieared  in  aoarlet  coati,  and  conducted  their  illnBtrione 
gMata  to  the  eabin,  where  they  were  regaled  with  vine.  In  this 
iHerriew  the  partners  endeavored  to  imprees  the  monarch  with  a 
•BUM  of  their  importance,  and  of  the  importance  of  the  asBOci^ 
tion  to  which  they  belonged.  They  let  him  know  that  they  were 
eria,  or  ehieft,  of  a  great  company  about  to  be  efltablished  on  the 
northwest  coast,  and  talked  of  the  probability  of  opening  a  trade 
with  bis  islands,  and  of  sending  ships  there  occasionally.  All 
this  was  gratifying  and  interesting  to  him,  for  ho  was  aware  Of 
the  advantageB  of  trade,  and  desironn  of  promoting  freqnent 
intereonrae  with  white  men.  He  encouraged  Europeans  and 
Americans  to  settle  in  bis  islands  and  intermarry  with  his  sab- 
jeets.  There  were  between  twenty  and  thirty  white  men  at  that 
time  resident  in  the  island,  but  many  of  them  were  mere  vaga- 
bonds, who  remained  there  in  hopes  of  leading  a  laiy  and  an  easy 
life.  For  such  Tamaabmsah  had  a  great  contempt;  those  only 
hid  his  esteem  and  countenanco  wbn  knew  some  trade  or  mechanio 
IK,  and  were  sober  and  industrious. 

On  the  day  subsequent  to  the  monarch's  visit,  the  partners 
landed  and  waited  upon  him  in  return.  Knowing  the  effect  of 
ihow  and  dreaa  upon  men  in  Ravage  life,  and  wishing  to  make  a 
&vonibIc  impression  as  the  ntt,  or  chiefs,  of  the  great  American 
far  Company,  some  of  them  appeared  in  Highland  plaids  and 
kilts,  to  the  great  sdmiratbn  of  the  natives. 

While  visits  of  ceremony  and  grand  diplomatic  oonfercnoei 


were  going  on  betireen  the  partnere  and  Iho  king,  the  oaptain,  ia 
his  plun,  matUr-of-facl  way,  iraa  pushing  what  he  considered  « 
&r  more  important  negotiation ;  the  purchase  of  a  supply  of  hoga. 
He  found  that  the  king  had  profited  in  more  ways  than  one  hy 
hta  intercourse  with  white  men.  Above  all  other  arts  ha  had 
learned  the  art  of  driving  a  hargain.  He  was  a  magnanimona 
monarch,  but  a  shrewd  pork  merchant ;  and  perhaps  thonght  he 
could  not  do  better  with  his  fiiture  allies,  the  American  For 
Company,  than  to  begin  by  oloee  dealing.  Several  interriews 
were  requisite,  and  mDoh  barguning,  before  he  conld  be  brought 
to  part  with  a  brbtle  of  his  bacon,  and  then  be  insisted  npon 
being  paid  in  hard  Spanish  dollars ;  giving  as  a  reaaon'that  ba 
wanted  money  to  purchase  a  frigate  from  his  brother  Qeoi^,  as 
he  affeotionately  termed  the  king  of  England.* 

*  It  appean,  fiom  (he  aecoiuiia  of  nbaeqiKni  vofigcra,  (hat  Tsmaafaniuli 
aheiwtrdi  mccecded  in  hii  wish  of  parchaiing  ■  Urge  ifaip.  In  thi>  be  MQt 
■  cargo  of  undalwood  lo  Cuiloil,  baling  diacoiered  tbal  the  fbreiga  meKfauiu 
tiading  wilb  him  made  large  profila  on  thii  wood,  riiipped  by  tbem  from  iha 
iiland*  lo  the  Chineae  maduli.  The  aUp  was  manned  by  nativea,  b«  Ibe 
oSicera  were  Englishmen.  She  accompliahed  hei  voyage,  and  returned  in 
■aiely  to  the  iilanda,  with  the  Hawaiian  flag  floating  glorioudy  in  tbe  brcoe. 
The  king  haatened  on  board,  expecting  lo  find  his  sandal  wood  eonvettcti  toto 
crapes  and  damaaks,  and  other  rich  tloBa  of  China,  bat  foimd,  to  hia  aMooUi- 
ment,  by  the  legerdemain  of  traffic,  biacargo  had  all  disappeared,  and,  in  plaoa 
(rf'  it,  remained  a  bill  of  chargea  amonnling  lo  Ikm  tlmiaand  iattmn.  It  waa 
tome  lime  before  be  could  be  made  lo  comprehend  certain  of  the  nwM  inpar> 
tani  items  of  tbe  bill,  nicb  ■■  pilouge,  anchorage,  and  cnaUHa-boaM  faca ;  bat 
when  be  discovered  ibal  mariiime  stales  in  other  coumrieB  deiived  Ui|e  rev- 
enuea  in  this  manner,  lo  ihe  great  coal  of  the  merchant,  "  Well,"  cried  be, 
"  then  I  will  have  harbor  fees  bIbo."  He  established  ihera  acciiTdiaglr.  Pi- 
lotage a  dollar  a  foot  on  the  dtafl  of  each  vessel.  Anchorage  ben  iil^  to 
■sTcniy  dollais  In  Ibis  way  he  greatly  inwrased  the  royal  remme,  audi 
tuned  hia  China  apecnlaiion  to  aecoant. 


oomiirrB  or  a  MA-mR-oF-FAcr-iUH.         « 

At  Itrngth  the  rojal  bug»in  iru  eondnded ;  the  atatamtj 
n^j  ti  hogi  obUiBMl,  bnide  aerenl  gwta,  two  riieep,  m  qnaB- 
titj  of  poohrr,  and  v^etaUM  in  kbundanoe.  The  partnan  now 
■^•d  to  nonit  their  fereu  from  the  iwtires  of  thia  uluid. 
Tkmf  dedand  they  had  never  seen  mtermen  eqnal  to  them,  even 
■wg  the  yvjtfpnn  of  the  northwest ;  and,  indeed,  ihej  are  r^ 
■arfcahlfi  for  thrir  akill  in  managing  their  light  craf^  and  oan 
MrimBDd  dire  likewateribwL  The  partners  were  inclined,  there- 
tea,  to  lake  thirty  or  fivtj  with  them  to  the  Colambia,  to  be  em- 
fiayed  in  the  aerrioe  of  the  company.  The  captain,  however, 
eljactad  that  there  was  not  room  in  his  Teasel  for  the  aocomm» 
dation  of  Midi  a  nnmber.  TwelTe,  only,  were  therefbre  enlistod 
tn  the  oompany,  and  as  many  more  for  the  service  of  the  ship; 
The  former  engaged  to  serve  for  the  term  of  three  years,  dnriog 
whieh  they  were  to  be  fed  and  clothed  ;  and  at  the  expiration  of 
thfl  tinw  were  to  receive  one  hundred  dollars  in  merchandise. 

And  now,  having  embarked  his  live-etock,  fmits,  vegeteblei, 
sad  water,  the  captun  made  ready  to  set  sail.  How  much  the 
kooeat  man  had  anffered  in  spirit  by  what  he  considered  the 
freaks  and  vagaries  of  his  passengers,  and  how  little  he  had  nD> 
deratood  their  humors  and  intentions,  is  amusingly  shown  in  a 
Ittter  written  to  Mr.  Aster  from  Woahoo,  which  contains  his 
comments  on  the  scenes  wo  have  described. 

"It  would  he  difficult,"  he  writes,  "to  imagine  the  frantio 
gambols  that  are  daily  played  off  here ;  sometimes  dressing  in 
tfd  coats,  and  otherwise  very  bntasticolly,  and  collecting  a  nnm- 
ber of  ignorant  natives  around  them,  telling  them  that  they  are 
the  great  eara  of  the  northwest,  and  making  arrangements  for 
■ending  three  or  four  vessels  yearly  to  them  from  the  coast  with 
•pars,  &o. ;  while  those  very  natives  cannot  even  furnish  a  hog  to 
Xhe  ship.  Then  dressing  in  Highland  plaids  and  kilts,  and 
g  similar  arrangements,  widi  presents  of  rum,  wine,  or  bdj 


thing  that  is  at  haod.  Then  taking  a  number  of  clerks  uid  men 
on  shore  to  the  very  spot  on  which  Captain  Cook  was  killed,  and 
each  fetching  off  a  piece  of  the  rock  or  tree  that  was  t«ached  b; 
the  ahot  Then  sitting  down  with  some  white  man  or  some 
native  who  can  be  a  little  undcretood,  and  collecting  the  history 
of  those  islands,  of  Taroaabmaah'a  wars,  the  onrioeitieB  of  the 
islands,  &c.,  preparator;  to  the  histories  of  ^eir  voyages ;  and 
the  collection  b  indeed  ridiculously  contemptible.  To  enumerate 
the  thousand  instances  of  ignorance,  filth,  &o.,  or  to  particularise 
all  the  frantic  gambols  that  are  daily  practised,  would  require 
volumes." 

Before  embarking,  the  great  eris  of  the  American  Fur  Coh> 
pany  took  leave  of  their  illustrions  ally  in  due  style,  with  nuuiy 
professions  of  lasting  friendship  and  promises  of  fntnie  inter- 
oonrae;  while  the  matter-of-fact  captain  anathematized  him  in  his 
heart  for  a  grasping,  trafficking  savage ;  as  shrewd  and  sordid  in 
his  dealings  as  a  white  man.  As  gne  of  the  vessels  of  the  com- 
pany will,  in  the  course  of  events,  have  to  appeal  to  the  justiee 
and  magnanimity  of  this  island  potentate,  we  shall  see  how  &r 
the  honest  captain  was  right  in  his  opinion. 


IKPAKTDEB  FROM  THB  SANDWICa  JBUJIDa. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

It  wu  on  th«  28tli  of  Febrnarj  tlut  the  ToDqain  set  sail  from 
the  Suidwioh  IsUnds.  For  two  dxja  the  wind  was  oontnry,  and 
tba  votmI  wm  detunod  in  their  nngfaborhood ;  at  length  a  faror*- 
ble  breeie  sprang  ap,  and  in  a  little  while  the  rioh  groves,  green 
hilb,  and  anowj  peaka  of  those  happy  ulauds  one  after  another 
sank  from  sight,  or  melted  into  the  blue  distance,  and  the  Ton- 
qnin  ploughed  her  oonrse  towards  the  sterner  regions  of  the 

The  misunderstandings  between  the  captain  and  hia  passen- 
gen  still  conlinned;  or  rather,  increased  in  gravity.  By  his 
sltereations  and  his  moody  hnmors,  he  had  cut  himself  off  from 
sU  eommunity  of  thought,  or  freedom  of  oonversaUon  with  them. 
He  disdained  to  ask  any  questions  as  to  their  proceedings,  and 
could  only  guess  at  the  meaning  of  their  movements,  aud  in  ao 
doing  indulged  in  conjectures  and  auspiciouB,  which  produced  the 
most  whimsical  eelf-torment. 

Thus,  in  one  of  his  disputes  with  them,  relative  to  the  goods 
on  board,  some  of  the  packages  of  which  they  wished  to  open,  to 
take  out  articles  of  clothing  for  the  men  or  proscnta  for  the 
utives,  he  was  so  harsh  and  peremptory  that  tboy  lost  all 
patience,  and  hinted  that  they  were  the  strongest  party,  and  might 
reduce  him  to  a  very  ridiculous  dilemma,  by  taking  ttom  him  the 


A  thought  now  flashed  across  the  captain's  mind  that  they 
Veally  had  a  design  to  depoee  him,  and  that,  having  picked  «p 


n  ASTORU. 

aome  infbrmation  at  Owyhee,  possibly  of  war  between  tbe  United 
States  and  England,  they  meant  to  alter  the  deatination  of  the 
TOyoge  ;  perhaps  to  seize  upon  ship  and  cargo  for  their  own  nee. 

Once  having  conceived  this  Bospicion,  every  thing  wont  to  fos- 
ter it.  They  had  distributed  firearms  among  some  of  their  men, 
a  common  precaution  among  the  fur  traders  when  mingling  with 
the  natives.  This,  however,  looked  like  preparation.  Then  bcy- 
eral  of  the  partners  and  clerks  and  some  of  the  men,  being  Bcota- 
men,  were  aoqnaioted  with  the  Gaelic,  and  held  long  eonvereationB 
together  in  that  language  These  conversationB  were  considered 
by  tlie  captain  of  a  "  mysteriona  and  unwarrantable  nature,"  and 
related,  no  doubt,  to  some  foul  conspiracy  that  was  brewing 
among  them.  He  frankly  avows  such  suspicions,  in  his  letter  to 
Hr.  Astor,  but  intimates  that  he  stood  ready  to  resist  any  tro*- 
BonouB  outbreak  ;  and  seems  to  think  that  the  evidence  of  prepa- 
ration on  his  part  had  an  effect  in  overawing  the  conspirators. 

The  fact  is,  as  we  have  since  been  informed  by  one  of  the  par- 
ties, it  was  a  miscbieTOuB  pleasure  with  some  of  tbe  partners  and 
clerks,  who  were  young  men,  to  play  upon  the  saspicioua  temper 
and  splenetic  humors  of  the  captain.  To  this  we  may  ascribe 
many  of  their  whimsical  pranks  and  absurd  propoaitJona,  asd, 
.    above  all,  their  mysterious  colloquies  in  Gaelic. 

In  this  sore  and  irritable  mood  did  the  captain  pome  hia 
course,  keeping  a  wary  eye  on  every  movement,  and  bristling  up 
whenever  tbe  detested  sound  of  the  Gaelic  langnage  grated  upon 
his  ear.  Nothing  occurred,  however,  materially  to  distnrb  th« 
residue  of  the  voyage  excepting  a  violent  storm  ;  and  on  tbe 
twenty-second  of  March,  the  Tonquin  arrived  at  the  month  of  the 
Oregon,  or  Columbia  River. 

The  aspect  of  the  river  and  the  adjacent  coast  was  vild  ftnd 
dangerous.  The  mouth  of  the  Columbia  is  upwards  of  four 
milea  wide,  with  a  peninsula  and  promontory  on  one  side,  and  * 


BAEB.AND  BREAKBKB.  1» 

bag  low  spit  of  land  on  the  o^r ;  between  which  a  nnd  bar 
and  obain  of  breaken  alniMt  block  up  the  entnmoe.  The  inte- 
rior <pf  the  oonntry  rues  into  enooeuiTe  ranges  of  monntuni, 
wbiob,  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Tonqmn,  were  covered 
with  snow. 

A  fraahwind  from  tJie  nortiiwest  sent  a  rough  tumbling  aea 
npon  the  ooast,  which  broke  upon  the  bar  in  fnrioiu  snrges,  and 
extended  a  sheet  of  foam  almost  aaroea  the  mouth  of  the  rim. 
Under  theae  cironmatanees  the  nptain  did  not  think  it  prudent 
to  ^iproaoh  within  tiiree  leagues,  until  the  bar  ahould  be  Bounded 
and  the  ehannd  aaoertained.  Hr.  Fox,  the  chief  mate,  waa  or- 
dered to  thia  aerrioe  in  the  whaleboat,  accompanied  by  John  Uar- 
tin,  an  old  eeaman,  who  had  formerly  visited  the  river,  and  l^ 
three  Canadiana.  Fox  requested  to  have  regular  sailors  to  man 
the  boat,  but  the  captain  would  not  spare  them  from  the  servicfl 
of  the  ship,  and  supposed  the  Canadians,  being  expert  boatmen 
oo  lakee  and  rivera,  were  competent  to  the  service,  especially 
when  directed  and  uded  by  Fox  and  Martin.  Fox  eoema  to  have 
loat  all  firmneM  of  spirit  on  the  oocaeion,  and  to  have  regarded 
the  aerriee  with  a  misgiving  heart  He  came  to  the  partners  for 
aympathy,  knowing  their  differences  with  the  captain,  and  the 
tears  were  in  his  eyea  as  he  represented  hia  case.  "  I  am  sent 
olF,"  said  he,  "without  seamen  to  man  my  boat,  in  boisterous 
weather,  and  on  the  most  dangerous  part  of  the  northwest  coast 
My  uncle  was  lost  a  few  years  ago  on  thix  same  bar,  and  I  am 
now  going  to  lay  my  bones  alongside  of  his."  The  partners 
sympathised  in  his  apprehensions,  and  remonstrated  with  the 
captain.  The  latter,  however,  was  not  to  be  moved.  He  had 
been  displeased  with  Mr.  Fox  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  voyage, 
considering  him  indolent  and  inactive  ;  and  probably  thought  his 
preeent  repugnance  arose  from  a  want  of  true  nautical  spirit 
The  inlerferenoe  of  the  partners  in  the  business  of  the  ship,  also, 
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waa  DOt  calculated  to  have  &  favorable  eSeet  on  a  stickler  for 
authority  like  himself,  especUll;  in  hia  actual  state  of  feeling 
towards  them. 

At  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  therefore,  Fox  and  his  comrades  net  off 
in  the  whalcboat,  which  ia  reprcecnted  as  amall  in  size,  and  crai; 
in  condition.  All  cj-ea  were  Btraincd  after  the  little  bark  as  it 
pulled  for  sLorc,  rising  and  sinking  with  the  huge  rolling  wares, 
until  it  entered,  a  mere  speck,  among  the  foaming  brcakera,  and 
was  soon  lost  to  view.  Evening  set  in,  night  succeeded  and 
passed  away,  and  morning  returned,  but  without  the  return  of 
the  boat. 

As  the  wind  had  moderated,  the  ship  stood  near  to  the  land, 
so  aa  to  command  a  view  of  the  river's  mouth.  Nothing  was  to 
be  Been  bnt  a  wild  chaoa  of  tumbling  waves  breaking  upon  the 
bar,  and  apparently  forming  a  foaming  barrier  from  shore  to 
shore.  Towards  night  the  ship  again  stood  out  to  gain  sea-room, 
and  a  gloom  waa  visible  in  every  countenance.  The  capttun  him- 
self shared  in  the  general  anxiety,  and  probably  repented  of  his 
peremptory  orders.  Another  weary  and  watchful  night  sao- 
ceeded,  during  which  the  wind  subsided,  and  the  weather  became 
serene. 

On  the  following  day,  the  ship  having  drifted  near  the  land, 
anchored  in  fourteen  fathoms  water,  to  the  northward  of  the 
long  peninsula  or  promontory  which  forms  the  north  side  of  the 
entrance,  and  is  called  Cape  Disappointment.  The  pinnace  was 
then  manned,  and  two  of  the  partners,  Mr.  David  Stuart  and 
Mr.  M'Kay,  set  off  in  the  hope  of  learning  something  of  the  &te 
of  the  whaleboat.  The  surf,  however,  broke  with  such  violence 
along  the  shore  that  they  could  find  no  landing  place.  Several 
of  the  natives  appeared  on  the  beach  and  made  signs  to  Uiem  to 
row  round  the  cape,  but  they  thought  it  most  prudent  to  return 
to  the  ship. 
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The  wind  now  Bpringing  up,  the  Tonqnin  got  nniikr  wa;,  ud 
■tood  in  to  Msk  the  ohkDuel ;  but  wu  agun  deterred,  by  the 
frightful  aspect  of  the  breakers,  from  venturing  within  a  league. 
Hera  she  hoTe  to  j  and  Mr.  Homford,  the  seoond  mate,  wu  dis- 
patehed  with  four  hands,  in  the  pinnace,  to  sound  across  the 
ebanad  nnljl  he  should  find  four  iathoina  depth.  The  pinnaoe 
entered  among  the  breakers,  but  was  near  being  lost,  and  with 
difficulty  got  back  to  the  ship.  The  captain  insisted  that  Mr. 
Mnm&rd  had  steered  too  much  to  the  southward.  He  now 
tamed  to  Mr.  Aiken,  on  able  mariner,  destined  to  oonunand  the 
iebooner  intended  for  the  coasting  trade,  and  ordered  him,  to- 
gether with  John  Coles,  sail-maker,  Stephen  Weekes,  armorer, 
and  two  Sandwich  Islanders,  to  proceed  ahead  and  take  eoond- 
ingB,  while  the  ship  should  follow  under  easy  saU.  In  this  way 
they  proceeded  nntil  Aiken  bad  ascertained  the  channel,  when 
Ngnal  was  given  from  the  ship  for  him  to  return  on  board.  He 
was  then  within  pistol  shot,  but  so  furious  was  the  current,  and 
tumnlttions  the  breakers,  that  the  boat  became  unmanageable,  and 
was  hnrriod  away,  the  crow  crying  out  piteously  for  assistauoe. 
In  a  few  moments  she  could  not  be  seen  from  the  ship's  deoL 
Some  of  the  passengers  climbed  to  the  mitien  top,  and  beheld 
her  still  stmggUng  to  reach  the  ship ;  but  shortly  after  she 
broadied  broadside  to  tbe  waves,  and  her  case  seemed  desperate. 
The  attention  of  those  on  board  of  the  ship  was  now  called  to 
their  own  safety.  They  were  in  shallow  water ;  tbe  vessel  struck 
repeatedly,  the  waves  broke  over  her,  and  there  was  danger  of 
ber  foundering.  At  length  she  gai  into  seven  fathoms  water,  and 
the  wind  lulling,  and  the  night  coming  on,  cast  anchor.  With 
the  darkness  their  anxieties  increased.  The  wind  whistled,  tbe 
sea  roared,  the  gloom  was  only  broken  by  the  ghastly  glare  of  the 
foaming  breakers,  the  minds  of  the  seamen  wore  full  of  dreary 
apprehensions,  and  some  of  them  fancied  they  heard  the  criea  9t 


their  lost  qpmr»lM  mingling  vitb  the  uproar  of  the  elementa. 
For  a  time,  too,  the  rapidly  ebbing  tide  ttlteatened  to  Bweep  them 
from  their  precariouH  anchorage.  At  length  the  refiaz  of  the 
Ude,  and  the  springing  up  of  the  wind,  enabled  them  to  quit  their 
dangerous  situation  and  take  elielter  in  a  amall  bay  within  Cape 
Diaappointment,  where  they  rode  in  safety  during  the  residne  of 
a  stormy  night,  and  enjoyed  a  brief  interval  of  refreshing  sleep. 

With  the  light  of  day  returned  their  cares  Bud  auzietieB. 
They  looked  out  from  the  mast-head  over  a  wild  coast,  and  vilder 
sea,  bnt  could  disoover  no  trace  of  the  two  boats  and  their  orews 
that  were  missing.  Sereral  of  the  natirea  came  on  board  with 
peltries,  but  there  was  no  disposition  to  trade.  They  were  inter- 
rogated by  signs  after  the  lost  boats,  bnt  oonld  not  nnderstand 
the  inquiries. 

Parties  now  went  on  shore  and  scoured  the  neighboriiood. 
One  of  these  was  headed  by  the  captain.  They  had  not  pro- 
ceeded far  when  they  beheld  a  person  at  a  distance  in  ciTiliied 
garb.  As  he  drew  near  he  proved  to  be  Weekcs,  the  armorer. 
There  was  a  burst  of  joy,  for  it  was  hoped  his  comrades  were 
near  at  hand.  Hie  story,  however,  was  one  of  disaster.  He  and 
his  companions  had  found  it  imposaible  to  govern  their  boat, 
having  no  rudder,  and  being  beset  by  rapid  and  whirling  cnrmta 
and  boisterous  surges.  After  long  struggling  they  had  let  her 
go  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  tossing  about,  sometimes  witi  her 
bow,  sometimes  with  her  broadside  to  the  surges,  threatened  eaah 
instant  with  destruction,  yet  repeatedly  escaping,  until  a  huge  Mk 
broke  over  and  swamped  her.  Weekes  was  overwhelmed  by  the 
boiling  waves,  but  emerging  above  the  surface,  looked  round  fiw 
his  companions.  Aikin  and  Coles  were  not  to  be  seen ;  near  him 
were  the  two  Sandwich  Islanders,  stripping  themselves  of  Uieir 
clothing  that  they  might  swim  more  freely.  He  did  the  same, 
and  the  boat  floating  near  to  him  he  seized  hold  of  it.     Tha  two 
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Mm  Jul  ■  joteed  him,  and,  vniting  their  fbroea,  they  inooeeded  a 
toning  the  bo»t  upon  her  keel ;  then  bearing  down  her  stem  and 
roekiiig  her,  the;  forced  out  ao  mnob  water  thut  she  waa  aUe  to 
bear  the  weight  of  a  man  without  sinking.  One  of  the  isUndera 
BOW  got  in,  and  in  a  little  while  bailed  oat  the  water  with  hia 
Ittndi.  The  other  swam  abont  and  oolleoted  the  oars,  and  thej 
all  three  got  once  more  on  board. 

Bj  Uiia  time  the  tide  had  swept  them  bejoud  the  breakeig, 
md  Weekee  oalled  on  his  oompanious  to  row  for  land.  They  were 
■Q  riiilled  and  bennmbed  by  the  cold,  however,  that  the;  lost  all 
heart,  and  abeolntel;  refdsed.  Weekes  was  equally  chilled,  bat 
had  anpeiior  sagacity  and  self-command.  He  counteracted  tbe 
tendency  to  drowsiness  and  stupor  which  cold  produces  by  keep- 
ing fatmself  in  constant  exercise ;  and  seeing  that  the  vessel  waa 
advanoing,  and  that  every  thing  depended  upon  himaclf,  he  set  to 
mA  to  seal)  the  boat  clear  of  the  bar,  and  into  quiet  water. 

Towards  midnight  one  of  the  poor  islanders  expired :  his  com- 
pauion  threw  himself  on  his  corpse  and  could  not  be  persuaded  to 
leave  him.  The  dismal  night  wore  away  amidst  these  horrors ;  as  ' 
Ao  day  dawned,  Weekes  found  himself  near  the  land.  He 
steered  directly  for  it,  and  at  length,  with  the  aid  of  the  surf,  ran 
his  boat  high  upon  a  sandy  beach. 

Finding  that  one  of  the  Sandwich  Islanders  yet  gave  signs  of 
life,  he  aided  him  to  leave  the  boat,  and  set  out  with  bim  towards 
the  adjacent  woods.  The  poor  fellow,  however,  was  too  feeble  to 
follow  him,  and  Weekes  was  soon  obliged  to  abandon  bim  to  his 
fiite  and  provide  for  his  own  safety.  Falling  upon  a  beaten 
path,  be  pursued  it,  and  after  a  few  hours  came  to  a  part  of  the 
coast  where,  to  his  surprise  and  joy,  he  beheld  the  ship  at  anchor, 
and  was  met  by  the  captain  and  his  party. 

After  Weekes  had  related  hie  adventures,  three  parties  were 
dispatched   to  beat  up  the  coast  in  search  of  the  unfortonata 
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islander.  Tbcy  returuuii  at  night  witliout  aucceHS,  though  tfaey 
h&d  uKcd  tliu  utmost  diligence.  On  the  fijllowiiig  day  the  aearob 
waa  resumed,  nnd  the  poor  fuUow  waa  at  length  discovered  lying 
beneath  a  group  of  rocks,  hia  legs  swollen,  his  feet  torn  and  bloody 
from  walking  through  buaLea  and  briera,  and  himaelf  half-dead 
with  cold,  hunger,  and  fatigue.  Wcekea  and  this  islander  were 
the  only  survivors  of  the  crew  of  the  jolly-boat,  and  no  trace  wma 
ever  discovered  of  Fox  and  his  party.  Thus  eight  men  were  lost 
on  the  first  approach  to  the  coast ;  a  coouueDoemeut  that  otat  » 
gloom  over  the  spirits  of  the  whole  party,  and  was  r^^ded  by 
some  of  the  auperstitious  aa  an  omen  that  boded  no  good  to  the 
enterprise. 

Towards  night  the  Sandwich  Islanders  went  on  shore,  to  bnry 
the  body  of  their  unfortunate  countryman  who  had  perished  in 
the  boat.  On  arriving  at  the  pUcc  where  it  had  been  left,  they 
dug  a  grave  in  the  sand,  in  which  they  deposited  the  corpse,  with 
a  biscuit  under  one  of  the  arms,  some  lard  under  the  chin,  and  a 
small  quantity  of  tobacco,  as  provisions  for  its  journey  in  the  laud 
of  gpiritri.  Having  covered  the  body  with  sand  and  flints,  they 
kneeled  along  the  grave  in  a  double  row,  with  their  faces  turned 
to  the  cast,  while  one  who  officiated  aa  a  priest  sprinkled  them 
with  water  from  a  hat.  In  so  doing  he  recited  a  kind  of  prayer 
or  invocation,  to  which,  at  intervals,  the  others  made  responses. 
Suth  were  the  airaple  rites  performed  by  these  poor  savages  »t 
the  grave  of  their  comrade  on  the  shores  of  a  strange  land;  and 
when  theac  were  done,  they  roac  and  returned  in  silence  to  the 
ship,  without  once  casting  a  look  behind. 


MOUTH  OF  THE  COLimBU. 


CHAPTER  Vm. 

Thb  Odnmbis,  or  Orflgon,  for  the  dieUnoe  of  thirty  or  ftr^ 
milM  frtm  its  entruioe  into  tlio  bm,  is,  properly  speaking,  a  mer* 
Mtoaij,  indented  by  iaep  bays  so  u  to  vary  from  three  to  seren 
niloi  in  width ;  and  is  rendered  extremely  intrioate  and  dangv- 
ou  by  ahoals  reaohing  nearly  firom  shore  to  shore,  on  which,  at 
times,  the  winds  and  carrents  prodnoe  foaming  and  tumultnooa 
breakers.  The  mouth  of  the  river  proper  is  but  about  half  a 
mile  wide,  formed  by  the  oontrsoting  ahores  of  the  estuary.  The 
eotranoe  from  the  sea,  as  we  hare  already  observed,  is  bounded 
on  the  south  side  by  a  flat  sandy  spit  of  Und,  stretching  into  the 
ooewL  This  is  commonly  c&lled  Point  Adams.  The  oppoute, 
or  northern  side,  is  Cape  Disappointment ;  a  kind  of  peninsula, 
terminating  in  a  steep  knoll  or  promontory  crowned  with  a  forest 
of  pine  trees,  and  connected  with  the  main-land  by  a  low  and 
narrow  neck.  Immediately  within  this  cape  is  a  wide,  open  h«y, 
terminating  at  Chinook  Point,  so  called  from  a  neighboring  tribe 
of  Indians.  Thu  was  called  Baker's  Bay,  and  hero  the  Tonquin 
was  anchored. 

The  natives  inhabiting  the  lower  part  of  the  river,  and  with 
whom  the  company  was  likely  to  have  the  most  frequent  inter- 
course, were  divided  at  this  time  into  four  tribes,  the  Chinooks, 
Clatsops,  Wahkiacums,  and  Catblauiahs.  They  rcsemlilcd  each 
other  in  person,  dress,  language,  and  manner  ;  and  were  probabfy 
from  the  same  stock,  but  broken  into  tribes,  or  rather  hordes,  by 
those  feuds  and  schisms  frcijuent  among  Indians. 

These  people  generally  live  by  fishing.     It  is  true  they  oooa- 
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uoDklly  bant  the  elk  and  deer,  and  onsnare  the  waterfowl  of  their 
ponds  and  rivers,  but  tliesc  are  casual  luxuries.  Their  chief  sub- 
sistence ia  derived  from  the  Balmon  and  other  fish  which  abound  in 
the  Columbia  and  its  tributary  streams,  aided  by  roots  and  herbs, 
especially  the  wappatoo,  which  is  found  on  the  islands  of  the  river. 

As  the  Indians  of  the  plains  who  depend  upon  the  chase  are 
hold  and  expert  riders,  and  pride  themselves  upon  their  horsea, 
so  these  piscatory  tribes  of  the  coast  excel  in  the  management  of 
canoes,  and  arc  never  more  at  home  than  when  riding  upon  the 
waves.  Their  canoes  vary  in  form  and  siie.  Some  are  upwards 
of  fifty  feet  long,  cut  out  of  a  single  tree,  either  fir  or  white  cedar, 
and  capable  of  carrying  thirty  persona.  They  have  thwart  pieces 
from  side  to  side  about  three  inches  thick,  and  their  gnnwales 
flare  outwards,  so  as  to  oast  off  the  surges  of  the  waves.  The 
bow  and  stern  are  decorated  with  grotesque  figures  of  men  and 
animals,  sometimes  five  feet  in  height. 

In  managing  their  canoes  they  kneel  two  and  two  along  the 
bottom,  sitting  on  their  heels,  and  wielding  paddles  from  fonr  to 
five  feet  long,  while  one  sits  on  the  stern  and  steers  with  a  paddle 
of  the  same  kind.  The  women  are  equally  expert  with  the  men 
in  managing  the  canoe,  and  generally  take  the  helm. 

It  is  surprising  to  see  with  what  fearless  uaeoncem  tbene 
Bavngea  venture  in  their  light  barks  upon  the  roughest  and  most 
tempestuous  seas.  They  seem  to  ride  upon  the  waves  like  se^- 
fowl.  Should  a  surge  throw  the  canoe  upon  its  side  and  endan- 
ger its  overturn,  those  to  windward  lean  over  the  upper  gnnwals, 
tiirust  their  paddles  deep  into  the  wave,  apparently  catch  the  water 
and  force  it  under  the  canoe,  and  by  this  action  not  merely  regwn 
an  equilibrium,  but  give  their  bark  a  vigorous  impulse  forward. 

The  effect  of  different  modes  of  life  upon  the  human  &ame 
and  human  character  is  strikingly  instanced  in  the  oonttwrt 
between  the  hunting  Indiana  of  the  prairies,  and  the  piioatoy 
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T*v***"  of  the  HMiout.  The  fermer,  oontiniuUir  on  honelmok 
aaoaring  the  pluns,  gaining  their  food  bj  hardy  exeroise,  uid 
mfausting  ohiefly  on  fiaafa,  *re  genermllj  faJl,  sinewy,  meagre,  but 
wall  formed,  uid  of  bold  ftnd  fierce  deportment :  the'  Utt«r, 
lounging  about  the  river  banks,  or  sqoattitig  and  (mrved  up  in 
tbair  oanoea,  are  generally  low  in  stature,  ill-shaped,  with  crooked 
legB,  thiek  ankles,  and.broad  fiat  feet  Tbey  are  inferior  also  in 
anaenlar  power  and  activity,  and  in  game  qualities  and  appear^ 
■Me,  to  their  bard-riding  brethren  of  the  prairies. 

Haying  premised  tiiese  tew  partioolars  oonoeming  the  neigb- 
boring  Indians,  we  will  retnm  to  the  immediate  conoems  of  the 
Tonqnin  and  her  orew.  * 

Furthor  searoh  was  made  for  Hr.  Fox  and  bis  party,  but  with 
DO  better  taooess,  and  tbey  were  at  Isngth  given  up  as  lost  In 
tbe  meantime,  the  captain  and  some  of  the  partners  explored  the 
river  for  some  distance  in  a  la^e  boat,  to  select  a  suitable  plaoa 
for  the  trading  post  Their  old  jealousies  and  dificrenccs  con- 
tinued ;  they  never  oonld  ooinoide  in  their  choice,  and  the  captain 
objeoted  altogether  to  any  site  so  high  np  the  river.  They  all 
returned,  tiierefore,  to  Baker's  Bay  in  no  very  good  bnmor. 
The  partners  proposed  to  examine  the  opposite  shore,  but  the 
eaptun  waa  impatient  of  any  farther  delay.  His  eagerness  to  . 
"get  on"  had  increased  upon  him.  He  thought  all  these  excnr- 
■ions  a  sheer  loss  of  time,  and  was  rcHolvcd  to  land  at  once,  build 
a  shelter  for  the  reception  of  that  part  of  his  cargo  destined  for 
the  use  of  the  settlement,  and,  having  cleared  his  ship  of  it  and 
of  his  irksome  sbipnuiteB,  to  depart  upon  the  proseontion  of  his 
coasting  voyage,  according  to  orders 

Ob  the  following  day,  therefore,  without  troubling  himnelf  to 
eonsutt  the  partners,  he  lauded  in  Baker's  Bay,  and  proceeded  to 
erect  a  shed  for  the  reception  of  the  rigging,  equipments,  and  stores 
of  the  eobooner  that  was  to  be  built  for  the  use  of  the  setUemeM. 


This  clogged  determination  on  the  part  of  the  etordy  oapUin 
gave  high  offence  to  Mr.  M'Dougal,  who  now  considered  himself 
at  tho  head  of  the  concern,  as  Mr.  Astor's  representative  and 
prozj.  He  set  off  tho  same  day,  (April  5th,)  accompanied  by 
Mr  David  Stuart,  for  the  southern  shore,  intending  to  be  back 
by  the  seventh.  Not  having  the  captain  to  contend  with,  they 
soon  pitched  upon  a  spot  which  appeared  to  them  favorable  for 
the  intended  establishment.  It  was  on  a  point  of  land  called 
Point  Oeorge,  having  a  very  good  harbor,  where  vessels,  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  tons  burden,  might  anchor  within  fifty 
yards  of  the  shora 

After  a  day  thus  ^ofitably  spent,  they  re-crossed  the  river, 
but  landed  on  the  northern  shore  several  miles  above  the  anchor- 
ing ground  of  the  Tonquin,  in  tho  neighborhood  of  Chinook,  and 
visited  the  village  of  that  tribe.  Here  thoy  were  received  with 
great  hospitality  by  the  chief,  who  was  named  Comoomly,  a 
shrewd  old  savage,  with  but  one  eye,  who  will  occasionally  figure 
in  this  narrative.  Each  village  forms  a  potty  sovereignty,  gov- 
erned by  its  own  chief  who,  however,  possesses  but  little  authori- 
ty, unless  he  be  a  man  of  wealth  and  substance ;  that  is  to  say, 
possessed  of  canoes,  slaves,  and  wives.  The  greater  number  of 
these,  the  greater  is  the  chief  How  many  wives  this  on»«yed  po- 
tentate maintained  we  are  not  told,  but  he  certainly  possessed  great 
sway,  not  merely  over  his  own  tribe,  but  over  the  neighborhood. 

Having  mentioned  slaves,  wc  would  observe  that  slavery  exists 
among  several  of  the  tribes  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Tho 
slaves  sre  well  treated  while  in  good  health,  but  ooonpied  in  all 
kinds  of  drudgery.  Should  they  become  useless,  however,  by 
sickness  or  old  age,  they  are  totally  neglected,  and  left  to  perish ; 
nor  in  any  rciipcct  paid  to  their  bodies  after  death. 

A  singular  custom  prevails,  not  merely  among  the  Chinoob, 
bat  among  most  of  the  tribes  about  this  part  of  the  ooaat,  whiok 


AH  AEIBTOCIUGY  OT  FLATHBAD8.  •»? 

it  tiri  flftttening  of  tiie  Corehesd.  The  proeen  by  iritieh  tfaii 
defomiity  is  «fleot«d  oommenow  inun«dul«l;  af^r  IxrtiL  Tha 
in&nt  ii  Uid  in  »  woodon  tron^  by  way  of  orftdle.  Tbe  end  on 
whieli  the  head  Tepcwea  iq  higher  than  the  reat  A  padding  is 
I^need  on  the  forehead  of  the  in&it,  with  a  piece  of  bark  abore 
it,  and  ia  pressed  down  by  eords,  whioh  puB  through  boles  on 
eadi  aide  of  tlie  trough.  As  th^tightening  of  the  padding  and 
tba  preaaing  of  the  head  to  the  board  ib  gradnal,  the  prooeaa 
ia  said  not  to  be  attended  with  much  pain.  The  Appearance  of 
the  in&nt,  boworer,  while  in  thb  stAte  of  oomprestion,  b  whimsi- 
oally  hideona,  and  "  ita  little  black  eyes,"  we  are  told,  "  being 
fbreed  ont  by  tbe  tightness  of  the  bandages,  resemble  those  of  a 
UMKue  choked  in  a  trap." 

AboDt  a  year's  pressure  is  snffident  to  produce  tiie  desired 
eSeet,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  child  emerges  from  ita  band- 
ages a  eomplete  flathead,  and  conUnues  so  through  life.  It  must 
be  noted,  howerA-,  that  this  flattening  of  the  head  has  something 
in  it  of  ariatooratical  significant,  like  tbe  crippling  of  the  feet 
among  Chinese  ladies  of  quality.  At  any  rate,  it  is  a  sign  of 
freedom.  No  bUtc  is  permitted  to  bestow  tiiis  enviable  deformity 
spon  his  child  ;  all  the  slaves,  therefore,  are  roandheada. 

With  this  worUiy  tribe  of  Chinocks  the  two  partners  passed  a 
part  of  the  day  very  agreeably,  M'Dongal,  who  was  somewhat  vain 
of  his  official  rank,  had  given  it  to  bo  understood  that  thoy  were 
two  chiefs  of  a  great  trading  company,  about  to  be  established 
here,  and  the  qntcksighted,  though  one-eyed  cbicf^  who  was  some- 
what practised  in  traffic  with  white  men,  immediately  perceived  the 
policy  of  cultivating  the  friendship  of  two  such  important  visitors. 
Ho  regaled  them,  therefore,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  with  abun- 
dsDce  of  salmon  and  wappatoo.  The  next  morning,  March  7th, 
dvcy  prepared  to  return  to  the  veescl,  according  to  promise. 
They  had  eleven  miles  of  open  bay  to  traverse ;  the  wind  was 


fresh,  the  wrm  nn  high.  Comcomly  remonstrated  with  them 
on  the  hasard  to  which  they  would  be  exposed.  They  were  reso- 
lute, howerer,  and  lannohed  their  boat,  while  the  wary  chieftain 
followed  at  some  short  distance  in  hjs  canoo.  Scarce  had  they 
rowed  a  mile,  when  a  ware  broke  over  their  boat  and  upset  it. 
They  were  in  imminent  peril  of  drowning,  especially  Hr. 
M'Doogal,  who  could  not  swim.  Comoomly,  however,  came  bound- 
ing over  the  waves  in  hia  light  canoe,  and  snatched  them  from  a 
watery  grave. 

They  were  taken  on  shore  and  a  fire  made,  at  which  they  dried 
their  clothes,  after  which  Gomcomly  conducted  them  back  to  his 
Tillage.  Here  every  thing  was  done  that  could  be  devised  fbr 
their  entertiunment  during  three  days  that  they  were  detained 
by  bad  weather.  Comcomly  made  his  people  peribrm  antics  be- 
fore them ;  and  his  wives  and  daughters  endeavored,  by  all  the 
soothing  and  endearing  arts  of  women,  to  find  favor  in  thwr  eyes. 
Some  even  painted  their  bodies  with  red  clay,  and  anointed 
themselves  with  fish  oil,  to  give  additional  lustre  to  their  oharms. 
Hr.  M'Dougal  seems  to  have  had  a  heart  susceptible  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  gentler  sex.  Whether  or  no  it  was  first  tonohed 
on  this  occasion  we  do  not  learn ;  but  it  will  be  found,  in  the 
course  of  this  work,  that  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  hospitable 
Comcomly  eveutoally  made  a  conquest  of  the  great  eri  of  the 
American  Fur  Company. 

When  the  weather  had  moderated  and  the  sea  become  tranquil, 
the  one-eyed  chief  of  the  Chinooks  manned  his  state  ouioe,  and 
conducted  his  guests  in  safety  to  the  ship,  where  they  wer«  wel- 
comed with  joy,  for  apprehensions  had  been  felt  for  their  safety. 
Comoomly  and  his  people  were  then  entertained  on  board  of  the 
Tonquin,  and  liberally  rewarded  for  their  hospitality  and  Bervices. 
They  returned  home  highly  satisfied,  promising  to  remain  &ith&l 
friends  and  allies  of  the  white  men. 


FtXHT  «KSOE. 


CHiPTER  IX. 

TkoK  die  report  nuda  l^  Uie  two  exploring  putnenr,  it  ms  deter- 
luned  that  Point  George  shonld  be  the  lite  of  the  trading  bonse. 
Tbeoe  gendemen,  it  is  tne,  were  not  perfectly  SBtisfled  irith  the 
phee,  ud  were  desiroua  of  oontinning  their  Bearch ;  hut  Gsptain 
nom  was  impatient  to  land  his  oai^  and  continue  his  vxtjtgB, 
imd  protegted  againat  any  more  of  what  he  termed  "sporting 


Aooordingly,  on  the  I2th  of  AprQ  the  launch  wu  freighted 
with  all  things  necessary  for  the  purpose,  and  sixteen  persons  de- 
parted in  her  to  commence  the  establiBhrnent,  le&ving  the  Tonqnin 
to  follow  as  soon  as  the  harbor  conld  be  sounded. 

Crossing  the  wide  mouth  of  the  river,  the  party  landed,  and 
eaeanped  at  the  bottom  of  a  small  bay  within  Point  Geoi^. 
The  eitnation  choeen  for  the  fbrtified  post  was  on  an  elevation 
being  to  the  north,  with  the  wide  estuary,  its  sand  bare  and 
tonniltiiotiB  breakers  spread  ont  before  it,  and  the  promontory  of 
Cape  Disappointment,  fifteen  miles  diHlant,  closing  the  prospect 
to  the  left.  The  surrounding  country  whs  in  all  the  fscshncsii  of 
spring ;  the  trees  were  in  the  young  leaf,  the  weather  wns  superb, 
and  ercry  thing  looltcd  delightful  to  men  just  emancipated  from 
a  long  confinement  on  shipboard.  The  Tonquin  shortly  after- 
wards made  her  way  through  the  intricate  channel,  and  canio  to 
anchor  in  the  little  hay,  and  was  saluted  from  the  encampment 
with  three  voiiics  of  muslcctry  and  three  cheerw  She  returned 
the  salnte  with  three  cheers  and  three  guns. 

AH  hands  now  set  to  work  cutting  down  trees,  cleariog  away 


thickets,  and  marking  oat  the  place  for  the  reaidenoe,  Btorehouse, 
and  powder  magazine,  which  were  to  be  huilt  of  logs  and  covered 
with  bark.  Others  landed  the  timbers  intended  for  the  frame  of  the 
coasting  vessel,  and  proceeded  to  pnt  them  together,  while  others 
prepared  a  garden  spot,  and  sowed  the  seeds  of  various  vegetables. 

The  next  thought  was  to  give  a  name  to  the  embryo  metropo- 
lis-: the  one  that  naturally  presented  itself  was  that  of  the  pro- 
jector and  supporter  of  the  whole  enterprise.  It  was  accordingly 
named  Astoku. 

The  neighboring  Indians  now  swarmed  about  the  place.  Some 
brought  a  few  Und-otter  and  sea-otter  skins  to  barter,  bnt  in  very 
scanty  parcels ;  the  greater  number  came  prying  about  to  gratify 
their  curiosity,  for  they  are  said  to  be  impertinently  inqnisitiTe ; 
while  not  a  few  came  with  no  other  design  than  to  pilfer ;  the 
laws  of  meiem  and  tuum  being  bnt  slightly  respected  among 
them.  Some  of  them  beset  the  ship  in  their  canoes,  among  whom 
was  the  Chinook  chief  Comcomly,  and  his  liege  sulQeets.  These 
were  well  received  by  Mr.  M'Dougal,  who  was  delighted  with  an 
opportunity  of  entering  upon  his  functions,  and  acquiring  impor- 
tance in  the  eyes  of  his  future  neighbors.  The  confusion  thus 
produced  on  board,  and  the  derangement  of  the  cargo  oansed  by 
this  petty  trade,  stirred  the  spleen  of  the  captain,  who  had  ft 
sovereign  contempt  for  the  one-eyed  chieftain  and  all  hie  crew. 
He  complained  loudly  of  having  his  ship  lumbered  by  %  host  of 
"  Indian  ragamuffins,"  who  had  not  a  skin  to  dispose  of,  and  at 
length  put  bis  positive  interdict  upon  all  trafficking  on  board. 
Upon  this  >f  r.  M'Dongal  was  fain  to  land,  and  establish  his  quar- 
ters at  the  encampment,  where  he  could  exercise  his  rights  and 
enjoy  his  dignities  without  control. 

The  feud,  however,  between  these  rival  powers  still  oontinaed, 
but  was  i-hicfly  carried  on  by  letter.  Day  afWr  day  and  week 
after  week  elapsed,  yet  the  storehouses  requisite  for  the  reception 
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of  the  ougo  mn  not  completed,  tad  the  akip  wu  d«t«ined  in 
port  i  while  the  cKptun  ms  teued  k^  frequent  raqniaitions  for 
Tnriooa  mrtioUa  for  the  nae  of  the  eatkblishment,  or  the  tr»de 
with  the  nativee.  An  angry  ooireepondenoe  took  place,  in  vhioh 
be  eonpUined  bitterly  of  the  time  wasted  in  "  lannking  uid  eport- 
tng  parties,"  as  he  termed  the  reoonnoitering  expeditions,  and  in 
clearing  and  preparing  meadow  gronnd  and  tnmip  patobee,  inatead 
flC  diipatebing  his  ship.  At  length  all  these  jarring  mattera  were 
a^joited,  if  not  to  the  satiaiaotion,  at  least  to  the  amjnieaoenoe  of 
all  parties.  The  part  of  the  cargo  destined  for  the  nae  of  Astoria 
was  landed,  and  the  ship  left  free  to  prooeed  on  her  voyage. 

As  the  Tonquin  was  to  coast  to  the  north,  to  trade  for  pel* 
tries  at  the  different  harbors,  and  to  tonoh  at  Astoria  on  her 
letom  in  the  autumn,  it  was  unanimously  determined  that  Blr. 
U'Kay  should  go  in  her  as  euperoargo,  taking  with  him  Mr. 
Lewis  as  ship's  clerk.  On  the  first  of  June  the  ship  got  under 
way,  and  dropped  down  to  Baker's  Bay,  where  she  was  detained  for 
a  few  days  by  a  head  wind  ;  but  early  in  the  morning  of  the  fifth 
stood  oat  to  sea  with  a  fine  breese  and  swelling  cauTss,  and  swept 
off  gajly  on  her  fatal  voyage,  from  which  she  was  nerer  to  return  I 

On  reviewing  the  conduct  of  Captain  Thorn,  and  examining 
Us  peevish  and  somewhat  whimsical  correspondence,  the  impre»- 
moo  left  upon  our  mind  is,  upon  the  whole,  decidedly  in  his  favor. 
While  wo  smile  at  the  simplicity  of  his  heart  and  the  narrowness 
of  his  views,  which  made  him  regard  every  thing  out  of  the  direct 
path  of  his  daily  duty,  and  the  rigid  exigencies  of  the  service,  as 
trivial  and  impertinent,  which  inspired  bim  Witb  contempt  for  the 
Kweliing  vanity  of  some  of  his  ooadjutore,  sad  the  literary  exer- 
cises and  curious  rcscarchos  of  others,  wo  cannot  but  applaud 
that  strict  and  conscientious  devotion  to  the  iulerusts  of  his  em- 
ployer, and  to  what  ho  coDiiidered  the  true  objects  uf  the  cuter- 
prise  in  which  he  was  engaged.     He    oeitainly  was  to  blasM 


occasionally  for  the  asperity  of  hb  manners,  and  the  arbitrary 
nature  of  his  moaBures,  yet  much  that  ia  exceptionable  in  this 
part  of  liis  conduct  may  be  traced  to  rigid  notions  of  duty,  ac- 
quired in  that  tyroDoical  Bohool,  a  ship  of  war,  and  to  the  con- 
stmotion  given  by  bis  companions  to  the  orders  of  Mr.  Astor,  so 
little  in  conformity  with  his  own.  Hia  mind,  too,  appears  to 
have  become  almost  diseased  by  the  suspicions  be  had  formed  as 
to  the  loyalty  of  his  associates,  and  the  nature  of  their  ultimate 
designs ;  yet  on  this  point  there  were  circumstances  to,  in  some 
measure,  justify  him.  The  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  were  at  that  time  in  a  critical  state  j  in  fact, 
the  two  countries  were  on  the  eve  of  a  war.  Several  uf  the  part- 
ners were  British  subjects,  and  might  be  residy  to  desert  the  flag 
under  which  they  acted,  should  a  war  take  place.  Their  appli- 
cation to  the  British  minister  at  New- York  shows  the  dubious  feelr 
ing  with  which  they  had  embarked  in  the  present  cntcrprisa  They 
had  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Northwest  Company,  and  might 
be  disposed  to  rally  again  under  that  association,  should  events 
threaten  the  prosperity  of  this  embryo  establishment  of  Mr. 
Astor.  Besides,  we  have  the  fact,  averred  to  ns  by  one  of  the 
partners,  that  some  of  them,  who  were  young  and  heedless,  took 
■  mischievous  and  unwarrantable  pleasure  in  pUying  upon  tho 
jealous  temper  of  the  captain,  and  affecting  mysterious  oonsnlta- 
tions  and  sinister  movements. 

These  circumstances  are  cited  in  palliation  of  the  doubts  and 
Burmifies  of  Captain  Thorn,  which  might  otherwise  appear  strange 
and  unreasonable.  That  most  of  the  partners  were  perfecdf  up- 
right and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them 
we  are  fully  satisfied  ;  still  the  honest  captain  was  not  invariaUy 
wrong  in  his  suspicions  ;  and  that  he  formed  a  pretty  just  opin- 
ion of  the  integrity  of  that  aspiring  personage,  Hr.  H'Dongal, 
will  be  substantially  proved  in  the  sequel. 


ALARMS  FKCni  THE  INTSUCMt. 


CHAPTER  X. 

While  tbe  ABtoiiini  ware  biuily  ooonpied  id  oompleting  Aeix 
flwtor;  aod  fort,  t  report  wma  bronf^t  to  them  b;  mi  Indian  from 
Aa  vpper  put  of  the  rirer,  that  a  party  of  thirty  white  men  had 
«|ipeu«d  on  the  banks  of  the  Colnmbia,  and  were  aotualty  bnild- 
ing  honses  at  the  Becond  rapidi.  This  infonnation  oansed  maA 
fsqniet.  We  have  already  mentioned  that  the  Northwest  Com- 
pany had  established  poets  to  the  west  of  the  Rocky  Hountuns,  in 
a  dietriot  called  by  them  New  Caledonia,  which  extended  from  lat 
63"  to  55'^  north,  being  within  the  British  territories.  It  was  now 
apprehended  that  they  were  advancing  within  the  American 
Bmits,  and  were  endeavoring  to  seise  npon  tbe  npper  part  of  the 
rirer  and  forestall  the  American  Fur  Company  in  the  sorroond- 
ing  trade ;  in  which  case  bloody  fends  might  be  antioipated,  snoh 
M  had  prevailed  between  Uie  liTal  fur  oompanies  in  former 
Jays. 

A  reconnoitring  party  was  sent  np  the  river  to  ascertain  the 
tmth  of  the  report  They  ascended  to  the  foot  of  the  first  rapid, 
ahont  two  hundred  miles,  but  oonld  hear  nothing  of  any  whita 
men  being  in  the  neighborhood. 

Not  long  after  tbcir  return,  however,  further  aeeounta  were 
received,  by  two  wandering  Indians,  which  established  the  fact,  that 
the  Northwest  Company  had  actually  erocted  a  trading-house  on 
the  Spokan  River,  which  falls  into  the  north  branch  of  the 
ColnmUa. 

What  rendered  this  intelligence  the  more  disquieting,  was  the 


inability  of  th«  Astomns,  in  their  present  redac«d  state  u  to 
numbere,  anil  the  exigencies  of  thetr  new  establishment,  to  fiirnieb 
detachments  to  penetrate  the  country  in  different  directions,  and 
fix  the  posts  necessary  to  secure  the  interior  trade. 

It  was  resolved,  however,  at  any  rate,  to  advance  a  connter- 
oheck  to  this  post  on  the  Spokan,  and  one  of  the  partners,  Mr. 
Darid  Stnart,  prepared  to  set  out  for  the  purpose  with  eight  men 
and  a  small  assortment  of  goods.  He  was  to  be  guided  by  the 
two  Indians,  who  knew  the  country,  and  promised  to  take  him  to 
%  plaoe  not  &r  from  the  Spokan  River,  and  in  a  neighborhood 
abounding  with  beaver.  Hero  he  was  to  establish  himself  and  to 
remain  for  a  time,  provided  he  found  the  situation  advantageous 
and  the  natives  friendly. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  when  Mr.  Stuart  was  nearly  ready  to  em- 
bark, a  canoe  made  its  appearanoe,  standing  for  the  harbor,  and 
manned  by  nine  white  men.  Much  speculation  took  plaoe  who 
these  strangers  could  be,  for  it  was  too  soon  to  expect  their  own 
people,  under  Mr.  Hunt,  who  were  to  cross  the  continent  As 
the  canoe  drew  near,  the  British  standard  was  distiuguished :  on 
coming  to  land,  one  of  the  crew  stepped  on  shore,  and  annonnoed 
himself  as  Mr.  David  Thompson,  astronomer,  and  partner  of  the 
Northwest  Company.  According  to  his  account,  he  had  set  out 
in  the  preceding  year  with  a  tolerably  strong  party,  and  a  supply 
of  Indian  goods,  to  cross  the  Bocky  Mountains.  A  part  <f  his 
people,  however,  had  deserted  him  on  the  eastern  side,  and  re- 
turned with  the  goods  to  the  nearest  northwest  post  He  had 
persisted  in  crossing  the  mountains  with  eight  men,  who  renuuned 
true  t«  him.  They  had  traversed  the  higher  regions,  and  ven- 
tured near  the  source  of  the  Columbia,  where,  in  the  spring,  they 
had  oonstmcted  a  cedar  canoe,  the  same  in  which  they  had  reached 
Astoria. 

This,  in  faot,  was  Hie  party  dispatched  by  the  Notthwert 
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Camftuf  to  aiiti(iLpat«  Mr.  Aator  in  hii  intention  of  efiboting  m 
settlement  at  the  month  of  the  Colnmbia  River.  It  appesn, 
from  infbrmktion  sabeeqaently'deriTed  from  other  aoorces,  thkt 
Mr.  Thompson  had  pushed  on  his  course  with  great  haste,  calling 
■i  all  the  Indian  villagea  in  his  march,  presenting  them  with 
ftilish  flags,  and  even  planting  them  at  the  forks  of  the  rivers, 
proclaiming  fbrmallj  that  he  took  possession  of  the  conntiy  in 
the  name  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  for  the  Northwest  Com- 
p«Bj.  As  his  original  plan  was  defeated  by  the  desertion  of  his 
pe(^>k,  it  ia  probable  that  he  descended  the  river  simply  to  reoon- 
loitre,  and  ascertain  whether  an  American  settlement  had  been 


Mr.  ThompMn  was,  no  doubt,  the  first  white  man  who  de- 
Mended  the  northern  branch  of  the  Columbia  from  so  near  its 
loaroe.  Lewis  and  Clarke  struck  the  main  body  of  the  river  at 
the  forks,  aboat  four  hundred  miles  from  its  month,  Thej  en- 
leied  it  from  Lewis  River,  its  southern    branch,  and  tbenoe 


Though  Mr.  Thompson  could  be  considered  as  little  hotter 
than  a  spy  in  the  camp,  he  was  received  with  great  cordiality  by 
Mr.  H'Dongal,  who  had  a  lurking  feeling  of  companionship  and 
good-will  for  all'of  the  Northwest  Company.  He  invited  him  to 
head-qnartcra,  where  he  and  his  people  were  hospitably  enter- 
tained. Nay,  further,  being  somewhat  in  cxtrcniity,  he  was  fur- 
nished by  Mr  M'Duugal  with  goods  and  provisions  for  hia  journey 
back,  across  tlic  mountains,  much  against  the  wishes  of  Mr. 
David  Stuart,  who  did  not  think  the  object  of  his  visit  entitled 
him  to  any  fuvor.  , 

On  the  23d  of  July,  Mr.  Stuart  set  out  npon  bis  expedition 
to  the  interior.  Uis  party  consisted  of  four  of  the  clerka,  Messrs. 
Pillet,  Ross,  M'Lenuon,  and  Montigny,  two  Canadian  voyageurs, 
and  two  natives  of  the  gandwioh  islands.     They  had  three  canoes 
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well  laden  with  prorisiona,  uid  with  goods  and  neoeuaries  for  » 
trading  eitsblishmeot. 

Mr.  ThompBon  and  his  party' set  out  in  company  with  them, 
it  being  hia  intention  to  proceed  direct  to  Montreal.  The  part- 
ners at  Astoria  forwarded  by  him  a  short  letter  to  Mr.  Astor, 
informing  him  of  their  safe  arrival  at  the  month  of  the  Oolnmbia, 
and  that  they  had  not  yet  heard  of  Mr.  Hunt.  The  little  squad- 
ron of  canoes  set  sail  with  a  fororable  broeie,  and  soon  passed 
Tongne  Point,  a  long,  high,  and  rocky  promontory,  oavered  with 
trees,  and  stretching  fiir  into  the  river.  Opposite  to  this,  on  the 
northern  shore,  is  a  deep  bay,  where  the  Columbia  anchored  at 
the  time  of  the  discovery,  and  which  is  still  called  Gray's  Bay, 
from  the  name  of  her  commander. 

From  hence,  the  general  conrse  of  the  river  for  about  seran^ 
miles,  was  nearly  southeast ;  vaiying  in  breadth  according  to  ita 
bays  and  indentations,  and  navigable  for  vesseb  of  three  hundred 
toss.  The  shores  were  in  some  places  high  and  rooky,  with  low 
marshy  islands  at  their  feet,  sulject  to  inundation,  and  oorered 
with  willows,  poplars,  and  other  trees  that  love  an  alluvial  soil. 
Sometimes  the  mountains  receded,  and  gave  place  to  beantifol 
jdaiuB  and  noble  forests.  While  the  river  margin  was  richly 
fringed  with  trees  of  decidnons  foliage,  the  rough  uplands  were 
crowned  by  majestic  pines,  and  firs  of  gigantic  sise,  some  tower- 
ing to  the  height  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  feet,  with 
proportionate  circumfereDoa  Out  of  these  the  Indiana  wrought 
their  great  canoes  and  pirogues. 

At  one  part  of  the  river,  ihoy  passed,  on  the  northern  side,  an 
isolated  rock,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high,  rising  &om 
a  low  marshy  soil,  'and  totally  disconnected  with  the  adjaoent 
moontuns.  This  was  held  in  great  reveronoe  by  the  neighboring 
Indians,  being  one  of  their  principal  places  of  sepnltnre.  The 
■ajue  provident  oare  for  the  deceased  that  prevuls  a 
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hnntiiig  tribes  of  the  firnirics  is  observable  ftmong  the  piscatnrj 
tribLii  uf  tlie  rivura  uud  ivn-couet.  Among  tbe  fornier,  the  favor- 
■ic  burH!  nf  thi-  hunU^r  is  buriud  with  liini  in  the  luiiiie  fuiiuri-iU 
— adi,  ud  h»  benr  ud  ■nows  ue  Uid  by  bia  side,  that  be  lu; 
twipafueUy  oqaipiMd  for  tbe  "h^pj  hantk^  gnmndi"  of  tlw 
hmi  ti  •piiita.  Aaong  the  Utter,  the  ladUa  u  wn^qwd  in  Ui 
■MBtte  af  akiiia,  laid  in  his  osnoe,  with  his  peddle,  hia  fishing 
ipear,  utd  otfaar  implement  beside  him,  snd  placed  aloft  on 
■■■•  reek  on  other  emineooe  OTerlooking  the  river,  or  bay,  ot  - 
Us,  that  he  has  frequented.  Ue  is  thos  fitted  oat  to  lauaeh 
wmty  mfOfu  thoM  pUcid  streams  utd  snnny  lakes  stocked  with 
aU  kinds  of  fish  and  watorfowl,  which  are  prepared  in  the  next 
world  for  those  who  have  acquitted  themaelvea  as  good  sons,  good' 
fcthm,  good  hasbandB,  and,  above  all,  good  fishermen,  during 
their  mortal  sojonm. 

The  isolated  rock  in  question  presented  a  spectacle  of  the 
kind,  nnmerons  dead  bodies  being  deposited  in  canoes  on  ita 
nuMUut ;  while  on  poles  around  were  trophies,  or,  rather,  funereal 
nJiiiifci  <rf  trinkets,  garments,  baskets  of  roots,  and  other  artioles 
iat  the  nse  of  the  deceased.  A  reverential  feeling  protects  these 
*ered  spots  from  robbery  or  insult  Tbe  friends  of  the  deceased, 
MpeciaUy  the  women,  repur  here  at  sunrise  and  sonset  for  soma 
time  after  bis  death,  Bingiag  his  funeral  dirge,  and  uttering  load 
wailings  and  lamentations. 

Prom  tlie  number  of  dead  bodies  in  canoes  observed  npou  this 
rock  by  the  first  explorers  of  tbe  river,  it  received  the  name  of 
Mount  Coffin,  which  it  continues  to  bear. 

Beyond  this  rock  they  passed  the  mouth  of  a  river  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Columbia,  which  appeared  to  take  its  rise  in  a 
distant  mountain,  covered  with  soow.  The  lodian  name  of  this 
river  was  the  Cowleakee.  Some  miles  further  on  they  came  to 
the  greol  Columbian  valley,  so  called  by  Lewis  and  Clarke.     It 


18  sixty  miles  in  vidtii,  uid  ezteuds  &r  to  the  mnth-flontliMst, 
between  parallel  ridgea  of  mountains,  which  bound  it  on  the  east 
and  west.  Through  the  oentre  of  this  valley  flowed  a  large  and 
beantiful  stieam,  called  the  Wallamot,*  which  came  wandering, 
for  several  hundred  miles,  through  a  yet  unexplored  wilderness. 
The  sheltered  situation  of  this  immense  valley  had  an  ofavions 
effect  npon  the  climate.  It  was  a  region  of  great  beauty  and 
Inzuriacoe,  with  lakes  and  pools,  and  green  meadows  shaded  by 
noble  gtoves.  Various  tribes  were  said  to  reside  in  this  valley, 
and  along  the  banks  of  the  Wallamot. 

About  eight  miles  above  the  month  of  the  Wallamot  the  little 
squadron  arrived  at  Vancouver'a  Point,  so  called  in  honor  of  that 
celebrated  voyager  by  his  lieutenant  (Brougbton)  when  he  ex- 
plored the  river.  This  point  is  sud  to  present  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  scenes  on  the  Columbia ;  a  lovely  meadow,  with  a  silver 
sheet  of  limpid  water  in  the  oentre,  enlivened  by  wild-fowl,  a  range 
of  hills  crowned  by  forests,  while  the  prospect  is  closed  by  Mount 
Hood,  a  magnificent  mountain  rising  into  a  lofty  peak,  and  oov- 
ered  with  snow ;  the  ultimate  landmark  of  the  first  explorers  of 
the  river. 

Point  Vancouver  is  about  one  hundred  miles  from  Astoria. 
Here  the  reflnx  of  the  tide  ceases  to  be  perceptible.  To  this  plaoe 
vessels  of  two  and  three  hundred  tons  burden  may  ascend.  The 
party  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Stuart  had  been  three  or  four 
days  in  reaching  it,  though  we  have  forborne  to  notice  timr  duly 
progress  and  nightly  encampments. 

From  Point  Vancouver  the  river  turned  towards  the  northeMt, 
and  became  more  contracted  and  rapid,  with  occasional  islands 
and  frequent  sand-banks.  These  islands  are  "funusbed  with  a 
number  of  ponds,  and  at  certain  seasons  alwund  with  swan,  gfiem, 

*  ProDoanoad  WsUiraoi,  the  accent  being  npcn  the  Mcond  wflbiUa. 
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I,  enaes,  gnlla,  plover,  lAd  othar  wild-fbwL  The  shorai, 
too,  are  low,  Mid  eloselj  wooded,  uid  soch  an  undergrowth  of 
▼inee  tad  nuhes  u  to  be  almost  impasBable. 

About  thir^  miles  ahore  Point  VanoooTer  the  monntuns 
^■in  approadi  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  which  is  bordered  by 
atapendoDB  preeipieea,  covered  with  the  fir  and  the  white  cedar, 
nd  enlivetied  oceasionally  by  beautiful  cascades  leaping  firam  a 
great  height,  and  sending  up  wreaths  of  vapor.  One  of  theoe 
pK«i{»eea,  or  cliffs,  is  earionsly  worn  by  time  and  weather  bo  m 
to  have  the  appearance  of  a  rained  fortress,  with  towers  and  bat- 
tlements, beetling  high  above  the  river ;  while  two  small  casoadei, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  height,  pitch  down  from  the  fisBoiM 
of  the  rocke. 

The  tarbnlence  and  rapidity  of  the  .onrrent  coutinnally  ang- 
menting  as  they  advanced,  gave  the  voyagers  intimation  that  they 
wvre  approaching  the  great  obetmotions  of  the  river,  and  at 
length  they  arrived  at  Strawberry  Island,  so  called  by  Lewis  and 
Clarke,  which  lies  at  the  foot  of  the  first  rapid.  As  this  part  of 
flie  Columbia  irill  be  repeatedly  mentioned  in  the  coarse  of  this 
work,  being  the  scene  of  some  of  its  incidents,  we  Bhall  give  a 
general  description  of  it  in  Utie  place. 

The  611b  or  rapids  of  the  Columbia  are  ritnated  ahont  om 
hnndred  and  eighty  miles  above  the  moath  of  the  river.  The 
first  is  a  perpendicular  cascade  of  twenty  foet,  after  which  there 
is  a  swift  descent  for  a  mile,  between  islands  of  hard  black  rock, 
to  another  pitch  of  eight  feet  divided  by  two  roclts.  About 
two  and  a  half  miles  below  this  the  river  expands  into  a  wide 
basin,  seemingly  dammed  ap  by  a  perpendicular  ridge  of  black 
rock.  A  current,  however,  sets  diagnoslly  to  the  left  of  this 
rocky  barrier,  whore  there  is  a  cha.sm  forty-five  yards  in  width. 
Through  this  the  whole  body  of  the  river  roars  along,  swelling 
mad  whirling  and  boiling  for  some  distance  in  the  wildest  eon- 
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ftuion.  Throogh  this  tremendons  channel  the  intreiHd  explorer! 
of  the  river,  Lewis  and  Clarke,  passed  safely  in  their  boats ;  the 
danger  being,  not  from  the  rocks,  but  from  the  groat  anrges  and 
whirlpools. 

At  the  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  foot  of  this 
narrow  channel  is  a  rapid,  formed  by  two  rocky  islands ;  and 
two  milee  beyond  is  a  second  great  fall,  orer  a  ledge  of  rocks 
twenty  feet  high,  extending  nearly  from  shore  to  shore.  The 
river  is  agun  compressed  into  a  channel  from  fifty  t«  a  hundred 
feet  wide,  worn  through  a  rough  bed  of  hard  black  rock,  along 
which  it  boils  and  roars  with  great  fury  for  the  distance  of  three 
miles.     This  ia  called  "  The  Long  Narrows." 

Here  IB  the  great  fishing  place  of  the  Columbia.  In  the 
spring  of  the  year,  when  the  water  is  high,  the  salmon  ascend 
the  river  in  incredible  nambers.  As  they  pass  through  this  nar- 
row strait,  the  Indians,  standing  on  the  rocks,  or  on  the  end  of 
wooden  stages  projecting  from  the  banks,  scoop  them  up  with 
mnall  nets  distended  on  hoops  and  attached  to  long  handles,  and 
oast  them  on  the  shore. 

They  arc  then  cured  and  packed  in  a  peculiar  manner.  After 
having  been  opened  and  disembowelled,  they  are  exposed  to  the 
ann  on  scaffolds  erected  on  the  river  banks.  When  sufficiently 
dry,  they  are  pounded  fine  between  two  stones,  pressed  into  the 
smallest  compass,  and  packed  in  baskets  or  bales  of  grass  mat- 
ting, about  two  feet  long  and  one  in  diameter,  lined  with  the  cured 
skin  of  a  salmon.  The  top  is  likewise  covered  with  fish  skins, 
secnred  by  cords  passing  through  holes  in  the  edge  of  the  basket. 
Packages  are  then  made,  each  containing  twelve  of  these  bkles, 
seven  at  bottom,  five  at  top,  pressed  close  to  each  other,  with  the 
corded  side  upward,  wrapped  in  mats  and  corded.  These  we 
placed  in  dry  situations,  and  agam  covered  with  matting.  EaA 
of  theae  packages  contains  from  ninety  to  a  hundred   pounds 
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«f  driad  Uh,  wliidi  in  thia  aUto  will  keep  souDd  for  seronl 

We  kftve  given  this  prooeas  at  Bome  length,  u  furnbhed  bj 
the  first  explorers,  becAuse  it  marks  a  practised  ingcnnitj  in  pre- 
paring artiolefl  of  traffic  for  a  market,  seldom  seen  tunong  onr 
aboriginals.  For  like  reasons  we  would  make  especial  mention 
of  the  village  of  Wish-^am,  at  the  head  of  the  Long  Narrows,  as 
being  a  solitary  instMiee  of  an  aboriginal  trading  mart,  or  empo- 
linm.  Here  the  salmon  caoght  in  the  neighboring  rapids  were 
"warehonsed,"  to  awut  cnstomers.  Hither  the  tribes  from  dw 
■MNitii  of  the  Colnmbia  repaired  with  the  fish  of  the  pea-coast,  tiie 
roots,  herri^  and  especiall;  the  wappatoo,  gathered  in  the  loww 
parts  of  the  river,  together  with  goods  aad  trinkets  obtained 
from  the  ehipe  which  casaalljr  visit  the  coast  Hither  also  tiie 
tribes  from  the  Rooky  Monntaina  brought  down  horses,  bear- 
gnas,  qnamash,  and  other  commodities  of  the  interior.  The 
merehant  fishermen  at  the  falls  acted  as  middlemen  or  &ctors, 
aad  passed  the  objects  of  traffic,  as  it  were,  cross-handed ;  trading 
away  partof  the  wares  received  from  the  mountain  tribeJ  tothoM 
of  the  river  and  the  plains,  and  vice  versa :  their  packages  of 
ponnded  salmon  entered  largely  into  the  system  of  barter,  and 
betng  earned  off  in  opposite  direotions,  found  their  vray  to  the 
savage  banting  camps  far  in  the  interior,  and  to  the  casual  white 
traders  who  toaohed  upon  the  coast. 

We  have  already  noticed  certain  contrarieties  of  character 
between  the  Indian  tribes,  produced  by  their  diet  and  mode  of 
life  ;  and  nowhere  are  they  more  apparent  than  about  the  falle  of 
the  Columbia.  The  ludians  of  this  great  fishing  mart  arc  repre- 
sented by  the  earliest  explorers  as  sleeker  and  fatter,  but  leas 
hardy  and  active,  than  the  tribes  of  the  mountains  and  the  prai- 
ries, who  live  by  hunting,  or  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  rivar, 
•  Lewis  and  CUriw,  vol.  li.  p.  39. 
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kimdred  and  fortj  miles  of  the  Spoban  River,  which  he  considered 
nwr  enough  to  keep  the  rival  eBtablishment  in  chect. 

Tlie  place  which  he  pitched  upon  for  hia  trading  post  was  a 
point  of  land  abont  three  miles  in  length  and  two  in  breadth, 
formed  bj  the  junction  of  the  Oakinagan  with  the  Columbia. 
The  former  is  a  river  which  has  its  source  in  a  considerahle  lake 
riioat  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  west  of  the  point  of  junction. 
The  two  riTers,  about  the  place  of  their  confluence,  are  bordered 
bj  immeDBC  prairies  covered  with  herbage,  but  destitute  of  trees. 
The  point  itself  was  ornamented  with  wild  flowers  of  every  hue, 
in  whioli  innumerable  humming-birds  were  "  banqueting  nearly 
liie  lirelong  day." 

The  situation  of  thin  point  appeared  to  be  well  adapted  for 
A  trading  post.  The  climate  was  ealubrious,  the  soil  fertile,  the 
riTers  well  stocked  with  fii^b,  the  natives  peaceable  and  friendly. 
There  were  ea.«y  communications  with  the  interior  by  the  upper 
w«ler9  of  the  Columbia  and  the  lateral  stream  of  the  Oakinagan, 
while  the  downward  current  of  the  Columbia  furnished  a  highway 
to  A&toria. 

ATailing  himself,  therefore,  of  the  driftwood  which  had  col- 
leeted  in  qnantities  in  the  neighboring  bends  of  the  river,  Mr. 
Stuart  and  his  men  set  to  work  to  erect  a  house,  which  in  a  little 
while  was  BufBciently  completed  for  their  residence ;  and  thus 
was  established  the  first  interior  post  of  the  company  We  will 
now  return  to  notice  the  progress  of  afi'airs  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

The  sailing  of  the  Tonquin,  and  the  departnre  of  Mr.  David 
Stuart  and  his  detachment,  had  produced  a  striking  effect  on 
affaire  at  Astoria.  The  natives  sho  had  swarmed  about  the  place 
began  immediatelj  to  drop  off,  until  at  length  not  an  IniJian  was 
to  be  seen.  This,  at  first,  was  attributed  to  the  want  of  peltries 
irith  which  to  trade ;  but  in  a  little  while  the  mjsterj'  was  ex- 
plained in  a  more  alarming  manner.  A  conspiracy  was  said  to 
be  on  foot  among  the  neighboring  tribes  to  make  a  comtdnod 
attack  upon  the  white  men,  now  that  they  were  so  reduced  in 
number.  For  this  purpose  there  had  been  a  gathering  of  war- 
riors in  a  neighboring  bay,  under  pretext  of  fishing  for  sturgeon  ; 
and  fleets  of  canoes  were  expected  to  join  them  from  the  north 
and  south.  Even  Comcomly,  the  one-eyed  chief,  notwithstanding 
his  professed  friendship  for  Mr.  M'Dougal,  was  strongly  suspected 
of  being  concerned  in  this  general  combination. 

Alarmed  at  rumors  of  thia  impending  danger,  the  Astorians 
suspended  their  regular  labor,  and  set  to  work,  with  all  hute,  to 
throw  up  temporary  works  for  refuge  and  defence.  In  the  course 
of  a  few  days  they  surrounded  their  dwelling-hoose  and  maga- 
lines  with  a  picket  fence  ninety  feet  square,  flanked  by  two  Imb- 
tions,  on  which  were  mounted  four  four-pounders.  Every  day 
they  exercised  themselves  in  the  use  of  their  weapons,  bo  as  to 
qualify  themselves  for  military  duty,  and  at  night  esoonoed 
themselves  in  their  fortress  and  posted  sentinels,  to  gnard 
against  surprise.  In  this  way  they  hoped,  even  in  case  of  attack, 
to  be  ablo  to  hold  out  until  the  arrival  of  the  party  to  be  con- 
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S  or  until   the 

dwtcd  hy  Mr   Ilm 

It    across   the  Rwlty  Mouatnin; 

return  of  the  Tonqnin.  The  Utter  dependence,  however,  WM 
doomed  soon  to  be  destroyed.  Earl;  in  Angnat,  a  wanderi^ 
buid  of  nTBgea  from  the  Stmt  of  Juan  de  Fuoa,  made  tbnr 
^ipnisnoe  at  the  month  of  the  Colnmbia,  where  the;  oame  to 
lih  for  fltnrfeon.  The;  brovgbt  disutroas  aocoanto  of  the  Ton- 
tpm,  which  were  at  first  treated  as  mere  fable!>,  hut  whkb  were 
too  aMj  confirmed  h;  a  different  tribe  tiiat  arrived  a.  few  daje 
nbaeqnentl;.  We  shall  relate  the  oircain:<tAucu!<  of  this  melan- 
chol;  affiur  as  oorrectly  as  the  casual  disorcpanciea  in  the  titate- 
BMots  that  hsTe  reached  ns  will  permit 

We  have  dread;  stated  that  the  Tonquin  sol  suil  from  the 
month  of  the  rirer  on  the  fifth  of  June.  The  wlinic  nuiober  of 
persons  on  board  amounted  to  twebty-thrcc  lu  one  of  the  outer 
hk;s  the;  picked  op,  from  a  fishiag  canoe,  an  Imliun  named 
Lamaaee,  who  had  already  made  two  To;agos  along  the  coast,  and 
knew  something  of  the  language  of  the  viiriout^  tribes  He 
agreed  to  aocompan;  them  as  interpreter. 

Steering  to  the  north,  CapUin  Thorn  arrived  in  a  few  dap  at 
Tanoonver's  Island,  and  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Neweetee, 
rery^mnch  agsioBt  the  advice  of  his  Indian  interpreter,  who 
warned  him  against  the  perfidious  character  of  the  natives  of 
this  part  of  the  coast.  Numbers  of  canoes  soon  came  off,  bring- 
ing sea-otter  skins  to  sell.  It  was  too  late  in  the  day  to  com- 
mence a  traffic,  but  Mr  M'Kay,  accompanied  by  a  few  of  the 
men,  went  on  shore  to  a  large  village  to  visit  Wicananish,  the 
chief  of  the  surrounding  territory,  six  of  the  natives  remainiug 
on  board  as  hostages.  He  was  received  with  great  professions  of 
friendship,  entertained  hospitably,  and  a  couch  of  sea-otter  skini 
was  prepared  for  him  in  the  dwelling  of  the  chieftain,  where  be 
was  prevulcd  upon  to  pass  the  night. 

In  the  morning,  before  Mr.  H'Kay  had  returned  4o  the  aUp, 


great  ntimberB  ot  the  natireB  came  off  in  thmr  canoes  to  trade, 
headed  by  two  sons  of  Wicamuiish.  As  they  brought  abundanoe 
of  sea-otter  skins,  and  there  was  every  appearance  of  a  brisk 
trade,  Captain  Thorn  did  not  wut  for  the  retorn  of  Mr.  H'Kay, 
bnt  spread  his  wares  npon  deck,  making  a  tempting  display  of 
blankets,  cloths,  knives,  beads,  and  fish-hooks,  expecting  a  prompt 
and  profiUble  sale.  The  Indians,  however,  were  not  so  eager  and 
simple  OS  he  bad  supposed,  having  learned  the  art  of  bargaining 
and  the  valoe  of  merchandise  from  the  casual  traders  along  the 
coast.  They  were  guided,  too,  by  a  shrewd  old  obief  named  Noo- 
kamis,  who  had  grown  gray  in  traffic  with  New  England  skippers, 
and  prided  himself  upon  his  acuteness.  His  opinion  seemed  to 
regulate  the  market.  When  Captain  Thorn  made  what  he  con- 
sidered a  liberal  offer  for  an  otter  skin,  the  wily  old  Indian  treated 
it  with  scorn,  and  atiked  more  than  double.  His  comrades  aU 
took  their  cue  from  him,  and  not  an  otter-skin  was  to  be  had  at 
a  reasonable  rate. 

The  old  fellow,  however,  overshot  his  marlc,  and  mistook  the 
character  of  tlic  man  be  was  treating  with.  Thorn  was  a  plain, 
straight-forward  sailor,  who  never  had  two  minds  nor  two  prices 
in  his  dealings,  was  deficient  in  patience  and  pliancy,  and  totally 
wanting  in  the  chicanery  of  traffic.  He  had  a  vast  deal  of  stem, 
but  honest  pride  in  his  nature,  and,  moreover,  held  the  whole 
savage  race  in  sovereign  contempt  Abandoning  all  further 
attempts,  therefore,  to  bargain  with  his  shuffling  oostomers,  he 
thrust  his  bands  into  his  pockets,  and  paced  up  and  down  the 
deck  in  sullen  silence.  The  cunning  old  Indian  followed  him  to 
and  fro,  holding  out  a  sea-otter  skin  to  bim  at  every  tarn,  and 
pestering  him  to  trade.  Finding  other  means  unavuling,  he 
suddenly  changed  his  tone,  and  began  to  jeer  and  banter  him 
upon  the  mean  prices  he  offered.  This  was  too  much  for  the 
patienoe  oE  the  captain,  who  was  never  remarkable  for  relishing  » 
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especially  when  nt  his  own  expense. 

vpaa  Ilia  pttneontor,  he  siutohed  the  proffered  otter  ekin  frton 
hie  hands,  rabbed  it  in  his  &ee,  and  disnuMed  him  over  the  side 
cf  the  ship  with  no  very  oomplimentary  application  to  aooelerate 
hu  uui  He  then  kicked  the  peltiiea  to  the  right  and  left  about 
Ae  deok,  and  broke  np  the  market  in  the  most  ignominioaa 
Banner.  Old  Nookamia  made  for  shore  in  a  fiuions  passion,  in 
vliioh  he  was  jmned  by  Shewish,  one  of  the  sons  of  Wioananiih, 
1^0  went  off  breathing  vengeanoe,  and  the  ship  was  soon  aban- 
doned by  the  natiyee. 

When  Ur.  H'Kay  returned  on  board,  the  interpreter  related 
what  had  passed,  and  begged  him  to  prevail  upon  the  obtain  to 
luke  sail,  as,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  temper  and  pride  of  the 
people  of  the  place,  he  was  sare  they  would  resent  the  indignity 
offered  to  one  of  their  chiefs.  Hr.  H'Kay,  .who  himeelf  possessed 
some  experience  of  Indian  character,  went  to  the  captain,  who 
was  still  pacing  the  deck  in  moody  hnmor,  represented  the  dan- 
ger to  which  his  hasty  act  hsd  exposed  the  vessel,  and  urged  him 
to  weigh  anohor.  The  captain  made  light  of  his  counsels,  and 
pointed  to  bis  cannon  and  firearms  as  a  sufficient  Baf^piard 
^^ainst  naked  savages.  Further  remonstrances  only  provoked 
taunting  replies  and  sharp  altercations.  The  day  passed  awaj 
witfaont  any  signs  of  hostility,  and  at  night  the  captun  retired  as 
oaual  to  his  cabin,  taking  no  more  than  the  usual  precautions. 

On  the  following  morning,  at  daybreak,  while  the  captain  and 
Mr.  M'Kay  were  yet  asleep,  a  canoe  came  alongside  in  which  were 
twenty  Indians,  commanded  by  young  Shewish.  They  were  un- 
armed, their  aspect  and  demeanor  friendly,  and  they  held  up  ott«r 
skins,  and  made  signs  indicative  of  a  wish  to  trade.  The  caution 
enjoined  by  Mr.  Astor,  in  respect  to  the  admission  of  Indians  on 
board  of  the  ship,  had  been  neglected  for  some  time  past ;  and 
tke  officer  of  the  watch,  peroeiving  those  in  the  canoe  to  be  with- 
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out  weftpons,  and  having  received  no  orders  to  the  contrary,' 
readily  permitted  them  to  motint  the  deck.  Another  canoe  soon 
saoceeded,  the  crew  of  which  was  likewise  admitted.  In  a  little 
while  other  canoes  oame  off,  and  Indians  were  soon  clambering 
into  the  vessel  on  all  sides. 

The  officer  of  the  watch  now  Cslt  alarmed,  and  called  to  Cap- 
tain Thorn  and  Mr.  M'Kaj.  By  the  time  they  oame  on  deek,  it 
was  thronged  with  Indians.  The  interpreter  noticed  to  Mr. 
H'Eay  that  many  of  the  natives  wore  short  mantles  of  skins,  and 
intimated  a  suspicion  that  they  wore  secretly  armed.  Mr.  M'Kay 
niged  the  captain  to  clear  the  ship  and  get  under  way.  He  again 
made  light  of  the  advice ;  but  the  augmented  swarm  of  canoes 
about  the  sbip,  and  the  numbers  still  patting  off  from  shore,  at 
length  awakened  his  distrast,  and  he  ordered  some  of  the  crew  to 
weigh  anchor,  while  some  were  sent  aloft  to  make  sail 

The  Indians  now  offered  to  trade  with  the  captain  on  his  own 
terms,  prompted,  apparently,  by  the  approaching  departure  of  the 
ship.  Accordingly,  a,  hurried  trade  was  eommenoed.  The  main 
articles  Bonght  by  the  savages  in  barter,  were  knives ;  as  fiwt  as 
some  were  supplied  they  moved  off,  and  others  succeeded.  By 
degrees  they  were  thus  distribnted  about  the  deck,  and  all  with 
weapons. 

The  anchor  was  now  nearly  np,  the  suls  were  loose,  and  the 
captain,  in  a  loud  and  peremptory  tone,  ordered  the  ship  to  be 
cleared.  In  an  instant  a  signal  yell  was  given :  it  was  echoed  on 
every  side,  knives  and  war-clubs  were  brandished  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  the  savages  rushed  upon  their  marked  victims. 

The  first  that  fell  was  Mr.  Lewis,  the  ship's  clerk.  He  was 
leaning,  with  folded  arms,  over  a  bale  of  blankets,  engaged  in 
bargaining,  when  he  received  a  deadly  stab  in  the  baok,  and  fell 
down  the  companion-waj. 

Mr.  M'Kay,  who  was  seated  on  the  ta&ail,  sprang  on  Ua  bet, 
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b»t  WW  insikDll;  kaocked  down  with  m  wu-olnb  mud  flong  badE- 
mrda  into  At  tern,  where  he  wu  diip»tclied  b;  the  womea  in  Ite 

In  th«  mMBtime  Oftptein  Tborn  made  deapenite  fight  agkinat 
ftnrfol  oddfl.  He  wu  it  powerfol  as  well  u  a  reeolnte  man,  but 
Im  had  emne  upon  deck  without  weapons.  Shewish,  the  young 
ohit^  siitgled  him  ont  aa  his  peculiar  prey,  and  nuhed  npon  him 
at  the  flrat  ontbreak.  The  eaptun  had  barely  time  to  draw  » 
«i»}iknife,  with  one  blow  of  wbioh  be  laid  the  young  earage  dead 
at  his  feci  Sereivl  of  the  atouteat  followers  of  Shewiah  now  set 
wpoB  kim.  He  defended  himself  Tigorously,  dealing  crippling 
UowE  to  right  and  left,  and  strewing  the  quarter-deck  with  tha 
slun  and  wounded.  His  object  was  to  figbt  his  way  to  t^e  cabin, 
iritere  there  were  firearms;  but  he  was  bemmed  in  with  foes, 
covered  with  wounds,  and  faint  with  loss  of  blood.  For  an  in- 
stant he  leaned  npon  the  tiller  wheel,  when  a  blow  from  behind, 
witb  a  war^lnb,  felled  bim  to  the  deck,  where  he  was  dispatched 
iritk  knives  and  thrown  overboard. 

While  this  was  transacting  npon  the  qoartet-deck,  a  cliaiio»- 
Medley  fight  was  going  on  throughout  the  ship.  The  crew  fongfit 
desperately  with  knives,  handspikes,  and  whatever  weapon  they 
eoold  seise  npon  in  the  moment  of  eurprise.  They  were  soon, 
however,  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  mercilessly  butchered. 

Aa  to  the  seven  who  had  been  sent  aloft  to  make  sail,  they 
contemplated  with  horror  the  carnage  that  waa  going  on  below. 
Being  destitute  of  weapons,  they  let  themaelvcB  down  by  the  run- 
ning rigging,  in  hopes  cf  getting  between  decks.  One  fell  in  the 
attempt,  and  was  instantly  dispatched  ;  another  received  a  death- 
blow in  the  back  as  he  woe  descendiDg  ;  a  third,  Stephen  Weekes, 
the  armorer,  was  mortally  wounded  as  ho  was  getting  down  Iba 
hatchway. 

The  remainkig  four  made  good  their  retreat  into  the  oaUn, 
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where  they  finind  Mr.  Lewis,  still  ftlive,  though  mortally  woanded. 
Barricading  the  ctibin  door,  they  broke  holes  through  the  oom- 
panion-way,  and,  with  the  mnskets  and  ammunition  which  were  at 
band,  opened  a  brisk  fire  that  soon  cleared  the  deck. 

Thns  far  the  Indian  interpreter,  from  whom  these  partienlars 
are  derived,  had  been  an  eye-witness  of  the  deadly  conflict.  Hfl 
had  taken  no  part  in  it,  and  had  been  spared  by  the  natives  as 
being  of  their  race.  In  the  confusion  of  the  moment  he  took 
refnge  with  the  rest,  in  the  oanocs.  The  sarriTors  of  the  crew 
now  sallied  forth,  and  discharged  some  of  the  deok  gnns,  whioh 
did  great  exeootion  among  the  canoes,  and  drove  all  the  savages 
to  shore. 

For  the  remainder  of  the  day  no  one  ventured  to  pat  off  to 
the  ship,  deterred  by  the  effects  of  the  firearms.  The  night 
passed  away  without  any  farther  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  na- 
tives. When  the  day  dawned,  the  Tonqnin  still  Uy  at  anohor  in 
the  bay,  her  sails  all  loose  and  flapping  in  the  wind,  and  no  one 
apparently  on  board  of  her.  After  a  time,  some  of  the  eanoes 
Tentnred  forth  to  reconnoitre,  taking  with  them  the  interpreter. 
They  paddled  abont  her,  keeping  cantionsly  at  a  distance,  bnt 
growing  more  and  more  emboldened  at  seeing  her  qniet  and  life- 
less. One  man  at  length  made  his  appearance  on  the  deck,  and 
was  recognized  by  the  interpreter  as  Mr.  Lewis.  He  made 
friendly  signs,  and  invited  them  on  board.  It  was  long  before 
they  ventured  to  comply.  Those  who  moanted  the  deok  met  with 
no  opposition  ;  no  one  was  to  be  seen  on  board  ;  for  Mr.  Lewia, 
after  inviting  them,  had  disappeared.  Other  eanoes  now  pressed 
forward  to  board  the  prise ;  the  decks  were,  soon  crowded,  and 
the  sides  covered  with  clambering  savages,  all  intent  on  plnnder. 
In  the  midst  of  their  eagerness  and  exaltation,  the  ship  blew  np 
with  a  tremendous  explosion.  Arms,  legs,  and  mutilated  bodies 
were  blown  into  the  air,  and  dreadful  bavoo  was  made  in  the  sor- 
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jnBH<li^g;«fOi  TJta  ^teipntw  was  in  the  mainTohaios  at  llMb 
tiiM  of  tha  axpiauon,  and  was  thiown  Tuthurt  into  tiie  water|. 
wltera  he  anooeeded  in  getting  into  one  of  the  oanoM.  According  - 
to  hia  atatemeat,  the  bay  presented  an  awfal  apaotaole  after  the 
fiataiitropha.  The  ahip  had  disappeared,  bnt  the  bay  was  oorered 
with  fr^ments  of  the  wrec^  widi  ahattered  canoea,  and  Indiana 
■wiiwiiig  for  thair  livea,  or  straggling  in  the  agonies  of  deadi ; 
while  those  who  had  escaped  the  danger  remained  aghast  and  sta- 
pefied,  or  made  with  frantic  panic  for  the  shore.  Upwards  of  s 
hondred  savages  were  destroyed  by  the  explosion,  numy  mor« 
ware  ahooldngl;  mutilated,  and  for  days  afterwards  the  Umbs  and: 
bodies  of  the  slain  were  thrown  upon  the  beach. 

The  inhabitants  of  Neweetee  were  overwhelmed  with  conster- 
nation at  this  astounding  calamity,  which  had  burst  upon  them  in 
the  Tery  moment  of  triumph.  The  warriors  est  mute  and  mourn- 
All,  iriiile  the  women  filled  the  air  with  loud  lamentations.  Their 
wealing  and  wailing,  however,  was  suddenlj  changed  into  yells 
of  fuy  at  the  sight  of  fonr  unfortunate  white  men,  brought  cap- 
tive into  the  village.  They  had  been  driven  on  shore  in  one  of 
the  ship's  boats,  and  taken  at  some  distance  along  the  coast 

The  interpreter  was  permitted  to  converse  with  them.  They 
plowed  to  be  the  fonr  brave  fellows  who  had  made  sudi  desperate 
defence  from  the  cabin.  The  interpreter  gathered  from  them 
some  of  the  particulars  already  related.  They  told  him  further, 
that,  after  they  had  beaten  off  the  enemy,  and  cleared  the  ship, 
Lewis  advised  that  they  should  slip  the  cable  and  endeavor  to 
get  to  sea.  They  declined  to  take  his  advice,  alleging  that  the 
wind  set  too  strongly  into  the  bay,  and  would  drive  tbem  on 
ihore.  They  resolved,  as  soon  as  it  was  dark,  to  put  off  quietly 
in  the  ship's  boat,  which  they  would  be  able  to  do  unpcrccived, 
and  to  coast  along  back  to  Astoria.  They  put  their  resolution 
into  effset ;  bat  Lewis  refused  to  acoompany  them,  being  dis*- 
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bled  bj  bis  wonnd,  hopeless  of  esospe,  and  determinBd  on  »  tei^ 
rible  revenge.  Od  the  voyage  out,  he  had  repeatedly  expressed 
a  prmentiment  that  he  shoald  die  by  his  own  h&nda  ;  thinking  it 
highly  probable  that  he  ahonld  be  engaged  in  some  contest  with 
the  natives,  and  being  resolved,  in  case  of  extremity,  to  commit 
saicide  rather  than  be  made  a  prisoner.  Ho  now  declared  his 
intention  to  remain  on  board  of  the  ship  until  daylight,  to  decoy 
as  many  of  the  savages  on  board  as  possible,  then  to  set  fire  to 
the  powder  magaiine,  and  terminato  his  life  by  a  signal  act  of 
vengeance.  How  well  be  succeeded  has  been  shown.  His  com- 
panions bade  him  a  melancholy  adieu,  and  set  off  on  their  pre- 
carious expedition.  They  strove  with  might  and  main  to  get  out 
of  the  bay,  but  found  it  impossible  to  weather  a  point  of  land, 
and  were  at  length  compelled  to  take  shelter  in  a  small  cove, 
where  tbey  hoped  to  remain  concealed  until  the  wind  should  be 
mare  favorable.  Exhausted  by  fatigue  and  watching,  they  fell 
into  a  sound  sleep,  and  in  that  state  were  surprised  by  the  sava- 
ges. Better  had  it  been  for  those  unfortunate  men  bad  they 
remained  with  Lewis,  and  shared  his  heroic  death  :  as  it  ms, 
tbey  perished  in  a  more  painful  and  protracted  manner,  being 
sacrificed  by  the  natives  to  the  manes  of  their  frionds  with  all  ibe 
lingering  tortures  of  savage  cruelty.  Some  time  after  their 
death,  the  interpreter,  who  had  remained  a  kind  of  prisoner  at 
large,  effected  his  escape,  and  brought  the  tragical  tidings  to 
Awtoria. 

Such  is  the  melancholy  story  of  the  Tonquin,  and  suoh  was 
the  fate  of  her  brave,  but  headstrong  commander,  and  ber  adven- 
turoas  crew.  It  is  a  catastrophe  that  shows  the  importanoe,  in 
all  enterprises  of  moment',  to  keep  in  mind  the  general  instrao- 
tions  of  the  sagacious  beads  which  devise  them.  Mr.  Astor  was 
well  aware  of  the  perils  to  which  ships  were  expOB«d  on  tius 
coast  from  quarrels  with  the  natives,  and  from  perfidious  M 
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of  &«  iMier  to  surprisa  aod  capture  thorn  is  unguarded  mo- 
aMBte.  He  had  reputedly  enjoined  it  npoD  Captain  Thorn,  in 
MBTemtion,  and  at  parting,  in  hifl  letter  of  instraationa,  to  be 
'  warteona  and  kind  in  hia  dealings  with  the  aarageH,  bnt  by  no 
■mttJM  to  eonflde  in  their  apparent  friendship,  nor  to  admit  more 
than  afiw  on  board  nf  kit  sA^  ai  a  timt. 

Had  the  deportment  of  Captain  Thorn  been  properly  r^tfla- 
ted,  Uie  ininlt  so  ironndtng  to  savage  pride  would  never  have 
bwn  giveo.  Had  he  enforced  the  rale  to  admit  bnt  a  few  at  a 
time,  die  Barages  wonld  not  have  been  able  to  get  the  mastery. 
H«  was  too  irritable,  however,  to  praotiae  the  necessary  self-com- 
nand,  and,  having  been  nartnred  in  a  proud  cont«mpt  of  dnngef, 
thought  it  beneath  him  to  manifest  any  fear  of  a  crew  of  unarmed 
savages. 

With  all  his  faults  and  foibles,  we  cannot  bnt  speak  of  him 
with  Mteem,  and  deplore  his  untimely  fate;  for  ne  remember 
1dm  well  in  early  life,  ae  a  companion  in  pleasant  scenes  and 
joyoBs  hours.  When  on  shore,  among  his  friends,  be  was  a  frank, 
Bianly,  sound-hearted  sulor.  On  board  ship  he  evidently  as- 
sumed the  hardness  of  deportment  and  stemness  of  demeanor 
whidi  many  deem  essential  to  naval  service.  Throughout  the 
whole  of  (he  expedition,  however,  be  showed  himself  loyal,  single- 
minded,  straight-forward,  and  fearleas ;  and  if  the  fate  of  hia  ves- 
sel may  be  charged  to  his  harshness  and  imprudence,  wc  should 
recollect  that  he  paid  for  hia  error  with  his  life. 

The  loss  of  the  Tonquin  was  a  grievous  blow  to  the  infant 
establishment  of  Astoria,  and  one  that  threatened  to  bring  after 
it  a  train  of  disasters.  The  intelligence  of  it  did  not  reach  Mr, 
Astor  until  many  months  afterwards  He  felt  it  in  all  its  force, 
and  was  aware  that  it  must  cripple,  if  not  entirely  defeat,  the 
great  scheme  of  hia  ambition.  In  his  lettera,  written  at  the  time, 
he  fipnahs  of  it  as  "a  calamity,  the  length  of  which  he  could  not 
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foresee."  He  indulged,  however,  in  no  weak  and  nio  lamenta- 
tion, bot  sought  to  devise  a  prompt  and  efficient  remedy.  The 
very  same  evening  he  appeared  at  the  theatre  with  his  usnal 
serenity  of  countenance.  A  friend,  who  knew  the  disastroos 
intelligence  he  had  received,  expressed  his  astonishment  that  he 
could  have  calmness  of  spirit  sufficient  for  such  a  scene  of  light 
amusement.  "What  would  you  have  me  dot"  was  his  charac- 
teristic reply ;  "  would  you  have  me  stay  at  home  and  weep  for 
what  I  cannot  helpl" 
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CHAPTER  XIL 

Tkb  tidingi  of  the  lou  of  the  Toaqoio,  and  the  massacre  of  her 
«nw,  itmak  diamay  isto  the  hearts  of  the  Astorians-  Thej  fooad 
themselres  «  mere  handful  of  men,  on  a  savage  oout,  SBrroonded 
ity  hostile  tribes,  who  vonld  donbtless  be  inoited  and  enoonraged 
to  deeds  of  violence  }>y  the  late  fearful  catastrophe.  In  this 
janctnre  Hr.  H'Dongal,  we  are  told,  had  recourse  to  a  stratagem 
by  whiob  to  avail  himself  of  the  ignorance  and  oredulitir  of  the 
savages,  and  which  certainly  does  credit  to  his  ingenuity. 

The  natives  of  the  coast,  and,  indeed,  of  all  the  regions  west 
of  the  mountains,  had  an  extreme  dread  of  the  smallpox ;  that 
terrifio  sooorge  having,  a  few  years  previously,  appeared  among 
them,  and  almost  swept  off  entire  tribes.  Its  origin  and  nature 
were  wrmpped  in  mystery,  and  they  oonoeived  it  an  evil  inflicted 
npon  them  by  the  Great  Spirit,  or  brought  among  them  by  the 
white  men.  The  last  idea  was  seised  upon  by  Hr.  H'DougaL 
He  assembled  several  of  the  chieftains  whom  he  believed  to  be  in 
the  conspiracy.  When  they  were  all  seated  around,  he  informed 
them  that  he  had  beard  of  the  treachery  of  some  of  their  northern 
brethren  towards  the  Tonquin,  and  was  determined  on  vengeanoe. 
"The  white  men  among  you,"  said  he,  "are  few  iu  number,  it  is 
true,  but  they  are  mighty  in  medicine.  Sec  here,"  continued  be, 
drawing  forth  a  small  bottle  and  holding  it  before  their  eyes,  "  in 
this  bottle  I  hold  the  smallpox,  safely  corked  up ;  I  have  but  to 
draw  the  cork,  and  let  loose  the  pestilence,  to  sweep  man,  woman, 
and  child  from  the  face  of  the  earth." 
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The  chiefs  were  stmok  with  horror  and  alarm.  They  implored 
him  not  to  uncork  the  bottle,  since  they  and  all  their  people  were 
firm  friends  of  the  white  men,  and  would  always  remain  so;  but, 
should  the  smallpox  be  once  let  out,  it  would  run  like  wildfire 
throughout  the  country,  sweeping  off  the  good  as  well  as  the  bad ; 
and  surely  he  would  not  be  so  unjust  as  to  punish  his  friends  for 
crimes  committed  by  his  enemies. 

Mr.  M'Dougal  pretended  to  be  convinced  by  their  reasoning, 
and  assured  tbem  that,  so  long  as  the  white  people  should  be 
unmolested,  and  the  conduct  of  their  Indian  neighbors  friendly 
and  hospitable,  the  phial  of  wrath  should  remain  sealed  up ;  but, 
on  the  least  hostility,  the  fatal  cork  should  be  drawn. 

From  this  time,  it  is  added,  he  was  much  dreaded  by  the 
natives,  as  one  who  held  their  fate  in  his  hands,  and  was  called, 
by  way  of  pre-eminence,  ''  the  Great  Smallpox  Chief" 

All  this  while,  the  labors  at  the  infant  settlement  went  on  with 
unremitting  assiduity,  and,  by  the  26th  of  September,  a  commo- 
dious mansion,  spacious  enough  to  accommodate  all  hauda,  was 
completed.  It  was  built  of  stone  and  clay,  there  being  no  oaleare- 
ouB  stone  in  the  neighborhood  from  which  lime  for  mortar  could 
be  procured.  The  schooner  was  also  finished,  and  laonohiid,  widi 
the  accustomed  ceremony,  on  the  second  of  October,  and  took  her 
station  below  the  fort.  She  was  named  the  Dolly,  and  was  tim 
first  American  vessel  launched  on  this  coast. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  in  the  evening,  the  little  communitj 
at  Astoria  was  enlivened  by  the  unexpected  arrival  of  a  detault- 
ment  from  Mr,  David  Stuart's  post  on  the  Oakinagan.  It  oon-- 
sistcd  of  two  of  the  clerks  and  two  of  the  privates.  They  bron^t 
favorable  accounts  of  the  new  establishment,  but  reported  tiiat, 
as  Mr.  Stuart  was  apprehensive  there  might  be  a  diffioulty  of 
subsisting  his  whole  party  throughout  the  winter,  he  had  sent 
one  half  back  to  Astoria,  retaining  with  him  only  Boss,  Moiitig- 
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aj/j  aad  two  otheiM.  Such  ia  tite  hardihood  of  Uio  Indian  tradur. 
In  tfa«  hotrt  at  a  wnge  Mtd  unknown  eoontry,  seren  hnndredl 
nnlM  from  the  main  bod;  of  bis  fellow-adTenturera,  Stnart  luul 
£nniBB«d  half  of  Hit  little  number,  and  wai  prepared  with  thm 
r««dtie  to  brave  all  the  perils  of  the  wildemees,  and  the  rigor*' 
of  a  limg  and  drear;  winter. 

With  the  return  part;  came  a  Canadian  oreole  named  Begb 
Brogiera,  and  an  Iroqnoia  hunter,  with  his  wife  and  two  ohildreiL- 
Aa  these  two  personages  belong  to  oertUD  olasses  which  have^ 
deriTed  their  peeoliar  oharaoteriHtios  from  the  far  tradej  we  deemf 
•oaw  few  partieolars  oonoeming  them  pertinent  to  the  nature  of 
tiUs  work. 

Bmgiere  was  of  a  class  of  beaver  trappers  and  hunters  tedt- 
nieaOy  oalled  freemen,  in  the  language  of  the  traders.  They  tm 
generally  Canadians  by  birth,  and  of  French  descent,  who  have 
been  employed  for  a  term  of  years  by  some  for  company,  but, 
their  term  being  expired,  continue  to  hunt  and  trap  on  their  owtf 
aeooimt,  trading  witili  the  company  like  the  Indians.  Henoe  they 
derifv  dieir  appellation  of  freemen,  to  distinguish  them  from  the 
tr^ipera  who  are  bound  fbr  a  number  of  years,  and  receive  wageaj 
or  hnnt  on  sbarea. 

Having  passed  their  early  youth  in  the  wilderness,  separated 
almost  entirely  from  civilised  man,  and  in  frequent  intercourse 
with  the  Indians,  they  relapse,  with  a  facility  common  to  human 
nature,  into  the  halutudos  of  savage  life.  Though  no  longer 
bound  by  engagements  U>  continue  in  the  interior,  they  have 
become  so  acouBtomcd  to  the  freedom  of  the  forest  and  the  prai- 
rie, that  they  look  back  with  repugnance  upon  the  reetraints  of 
civilisation.  Moat  of  them  intermarry  with  the  natives,  and,  like 
the  latter,  have  often  a  plurality  of  wives.  Wanderers  of  the  wil- 
demese,  acoording  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the  seasons,  the  migra- 
tions of  animals,  and  the  plenty  or  scarcity  of  game,  they  lead  a 


precarious  and  uniettled  existenoe ;  eipoaed  to  enn  and  atonn, 
and  all  kinds  of  hardahips,  until  thej  resemble  Indians  in  com- 
plexion as  well  as  in  tastes  and  habits.  From  time  to  time,  they 
bring  the  peltries  they  have  collected  to  the  trading  houses  of  the 
oompany  in  whose  employ  they  have  been  brought  up.  Here  they 
traffic  them  away  for  such  articles  of  merchandise  or  ammanition 
aa  they  may  stand  in  need  of  At  the  time  when  Montreal  was 
the  great  emporium  of  the  fur  trader,  one  of  these  freemen  of  the 
wilderness  would  suddenly  return,  after  an  absence  of  many 
years,  among  his  old  friends  and  comrades.  He  would  be  greeted 
as  one  Fisen  from  the  dead ;  and  with  the  greater  welcome,  as  be 
returned  flush  of  money.  A  short  time,  however,  spent  in  revelry 
would  be  sufficient  to  drain  his  purse  and  sate  him  with  ciTilised 
life,  and  he  would  return  with  new  relish  to  the  nuahacklcd  free- 
dom of  the  forest. 

Numbers  of  men  of  this  class  were  scattered  througboat  the 
northwest  territories.  Some  of  them  retained  a  little  of  the 
thrift  and  forethought  of  the  civiliied  man,  and  became  wealthy 
among  their  improvident  neighbors  j  their  wealth  being  chiefly 
displayed  in  large  bands  of  horses,  which  covered  the  pnuries  in 
the  vicinity  of  their  abodes.  Most  of  them,  however,  were  prone 
to  assimilate  to  the  red  man  in  their  heedlessness  of  the  future. 

Such  was  Regis  Brugiere,  a  freeman  and  rover  of  the  wilder- 
ness. Having  been  brought  up  in  the  service  of  the  Northwest 
Company,  he  had  followed  in  the  train  of  one  of  its  expeditioDs 
across  the  Bocky  Mountains,  and  undertaken  to  trap  for  tha 
trading  post  established  on  the  Spokan  River.  In  the  course  of 
his  hunting  excursions  he  had  either  accidentally,  or  designedly, 
found  his  way  to  the  post  of  Mr.  Stuart,  and  been  prevailed  upon 
to  descend  the  Columbia,  and  "  try  his  luck  "  at  Astoria. 

Ignace  Shonowane,  the  Iroquois  hunter,  was  a  specimen  of  a 
different  olass.     He  was  one  of  those  aboriginals  of  Canads  who 
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lad  pwtiklly  confbnuod  to  the  lutbita  of  ciTiliution,  and  the  dos- 
trioes  of  ChriBtisnity,  onder  the  infloence  of  the  French  oolon- 
iMs  uid  the  Catholic  priests ;  who  seem  genenllj  to  have  been 
Mon  ■uooeMfnl  in  oonoiUating,  tamiug,aDd  oonvertiug  the  uvagei, 
thftB  their  Engliflh  and  Prot«atant  rivaU.  These  half-cinliwd 
>  retained  some  of  the  good,  and  many  of  the  evil  qnali- 
I  of  their  original  stock.  The;  were  first-rato  hnnters,  and 
a  the  management  of  the  canoe.  They  conld  ondergo 
great  priTationa,  and  were  admirable  for  the  service  of  the  riven, 
lakes,  and  foreats,  provided  they  could  be  kept  sober,  and  in 
proper  subordination ;  but,  once  inflamed  with  liquor,  to  whiok 
thej  were  madly  addicted,  all  the  dormant  passions,  inherent  in 
their  nature,  were  prone  to  break  forth,  and  to  hurry  them  into 
the  most  vindictive  and  bloody  acts  of  violence. 

Though  they  generally  professed  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
yet  it  was  mixed,  occasionally,  with  some  of  their  ancient  super- 
stitions j  and  they  retained  much  of  the  Indian  belief  in  chamu 
and  omens.  Numbers  of  these  men  were  employed  by  the  North- 
west Company  as  trappers,  hunters,  and  oaooe  men,  but  on  lower 
terms  than  were  allowed  to  while  men.  Ignaee  Sbonowane  had, 
in  this  way,  followed  the  enterprise  of  the  company  to  the  banks 
of  the  SpoluD,  being,  probably,  one  of  the  first  of  his  tribe  that 
had  traversed  the  Rocky  Monntmns. 

Such  were  some  of  the  motley  populace  of  the  wilderness,  In- 
cident to  the  fur  trade,  who  were  gradually  attracted  to  the 
Dew  settlement  of  Astoria. 

The  month  of  October  now  began  to  give  indications  of 
approaching  winter.  Hitherto,  the  colonists  had  been  well 
jileased  with  the  dimntc.  Tlic  summer  had  Iwen  temperate, 
the  mercury  never  rining  above  eighty  degrees.  Westerly  winds 
had  prevailed  during  the  spring  and  the  eiirly  part  of  summer, 
and  been  succeeded  by  fresh  breeics  from  the  northwest.     In 
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th«  mOBth  of  October  the  southerly  irinda  set  in,  bringing  witii 
them  frequent  r&in. 

The  Indians  now  began  to  quit  the  borders  of  the  ocean,  and 
to  retire  to  their  winter-quarters  is  the  sheltered  bosom  of  the 
forests,  or  along  the  small  rivers  and  brooks.  The  rainy  seaaon, 
which  commences  in  October,  continues,  with  little  interminion, 
until  April ;  and  though  the  winters  are  g«ieraUjr  mild,  the 
mercury  seldom  sinking  below  the  freeiing  point,  yet  the  tem- 
pests of  wind  and  rain  are  terrible.  The  sun  is  sometimes 
obscured  for  weeks,  the  brooks  swell  iuto  roaring  toriento,  and 
the  country  is  threatened  with  a  delnge. 

Tlie  departure  of  the  Indians  to  their  winter-quarters  gradu- 
ally rendered  provisions  scanty,  and  obliged  the  colonists  to 
send  out  foraging  expeditions  in  the  Dolly.  Still,  the  little 
handful  of  adTcnturers  kept  up  their  spirits  in  their  lonely  fort 
at  Astoria,  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  they  should  be 
animated  and  reinforced  by  the  party  under  Mr.  Hunt,  that 
was  to  come  to  them  across  the  Rooky  Uountains, 

The  year  gradually  wore  away.  The  rain,  which  had  poured 
down  almost  incessantly  since  the  first  of  October,  cleared  up 
towards  the  evening  of  the  3 1st  of  December,  and  the  morning 
of  the  first  of  January  ushered  in  a  day  of  sunshine. 

The  hereditary  French  holiday  spirit  of  the  Canadian  voyv 
geurs  is  hardly  to  be  depressed  by  any  adversities ;  and  they 
can  manage  to  get  up  a  feU  in  the  most  squalid  situations,  and 
under  the  most  untoward  circumstances.  An  extra  allowMioe 
of  rum,  and  a  little  flour  to  make  cakes  and  puddings,  oonatitute 
a  "  regale ;"  and  they  forget  all  their  toils  and  troubles  in  the 
song  and  dance. 

On  the  present  occasion,  the  partners  eudeayored  to  cele- 
brate the  new  year  with  some  effect.  At  sunrise  the  drums 
beat  to  arms,  the  colors  were  hoisted,  with  three  rounds  of  small 
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ftrms  nad  three  (Jieubargea  of  cuanon.  The  day  was  derotod  to 
games  of  agility  and  strength,  and  other  amusements ;  and  grog 
wu  temperately  distributed,  together  with  bread,  butter,  and 
cheese.  The  beet  dinner  their  cireum stances  could  afford  w&i 
MiTed  up  nt  mid-Jay.  At  sunset  the  colors  were  lowered,  with 
aoother  dimrharge  of  artillery.  The  night  was  spent  in  dnnoing ; 
ftod,  though  there  was  a  lock  of  female  partners  to  eicite  their 
gallantry,  the  voyagcurs  kept  up  the  ball,  with  true  Frenofa 
spirit,  until  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  So  passed  the  nnr 
year  festival  of  1612  at  the  infaut  i;olony  of  Astoria. 
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We  have  folloired  np  the  fortunes  of  the  nwritime  port  of  this 
ent«rprise  to  the  shorea  of  the  Pacific,  and  have  conducted  tlie 
aSairs  of  the  embryo  establishment  to  the  opening  of  the  new 
year ;  let  us  now  turn  back  to  the  adventurous  band  to  whom 
was  intrusted  the  land  expedition,  and  who  were  to  make  their 
way  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  np  vast  rivers,  across  track- 
less plains,  and  over  the  rugged  barriers  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

The  conduct  of  this  expedition,  as  has  been  already  men- 
tioned, was  assigned  to  Mr.  Wilson  Price  Hunt,  of  Trenton, 
New  Jersey,  one  of  the  partners  of  the  company,  who  was  ulti- 
mately to  be  at  the  head  of  the  establishment  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia.  He  is  represented  as  a  man  scnipulously  upright 
and  faithful  in  his  dealings,  amicable  in  hie  disposition,  and  of 
most  accommodating  manners  ;  and  his  whole  conduct  will  be 
found  in  unison  with  such  a  character.  He  was  not  practi- 
cally experienced  in  the  Indian  trade ;  that  is  to  say,  he  had 
never  made  any  expeditions  of  traffic  into  the  heart  of  the  wilder- 
ness, but  he  had  been  engaged  in  commerce  at  St.  Louis,  then  a 
frontier  settlement  on  the  Mississippi,  where  the  chief  branch  of 
his  business  had  consisted  in  furnishing  Indian  traders  with  goods 
and  equipments.  In  this  way,  he  had  acquired  much  knowledge 
of  the  trade  at  second  hand,  and  of  the  various  tribes,  and  the 
interior  country  over  which  it  extended. 

Another  of  the  partners,  Mr.  Donald  M'Kensie,  was  aswxna- 
ted  with  Mr.  Hunt  in  the  expedition,  and  excelled  on  those  points 
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ia  lAlch  th«  oUmt  ma  deficient ;  for  he  had  been  ten  yews  !■ 
the  interior,  in  the  service  of  the  Northwest  Company,  and  Tal- 
ked tiiinnAlf  on  his  knowledge  of  "woodcraft,"  and  th«  strategj 
of  Indian  trade  and  Indian  war&re.  He  bad  a  frame  seasoned 
to  toils  and  hardahipa ;  a  spirit  not  to  be  intimidated,  and  ms 
reputed  to  be  a  "  remarkable  shot ;"  which  of  itself  was  eofoient 
to  give  him  renown  upon  tlie  frontier. 

Mr.  HoQt  and  his  coadjutor  repaired,  abont  the  latter  part  at 
July,  1810,  to  Montreal,  the  ancient  emporium  of  the  fnr  trade, 
whero  every  thing  requuite  for  the  expedition  oould  be  procured. 
One  of  the  first  objects  was  to  recruit  a  complement  of  GanadiaB 
voyagenrs  from  the  disbanded  herd  nsually  to  be  found  loitering 
about  the  placa  A  degree  of  jockeysbip,  however,  is  required 
for  this  service,  for  a  Canadian  voyageur  is  as  full  of  latent  tricks 
•nd  vice  as  a  horse ;  and  when  he  makes  the  greatest  external 
promiae,  is  prone  to  prove  the  greatest  "  take  in."  Beside,  tlie 
Northwest  Company,  who  maintained  a  long  established  control 
kt  Montreal,  and  knew  the  qualities  of  every  voyageur,  secretly 
interdictod  the  prime  hands  from  engaging  in  this  new  servioe ; 
ao  that,  although  liberal  terms  were  offered,  few  presented  them- 
•elves  bat  such  as  were  not  worth  having. 

Frgn  theee,  Mr.  Hunt  engaged  a  number  sufficient,  as  he  anp- 
]M>Bcd,  for  present  puTposcs ;  and,  having  laid  in  a  supply  of  ammn- 
taition,  provisions  and  Indian  goods,  embarked  all  on  board  one  of 
those  great  canoes  at  that  time  universally  used  by  the  fur  tradcn 
for  navigating  the  intricate  and  often-obstructed  rivers,  Thecanoe 
vas  between  thirty  and  forty  feet  long,  and  several  feet  in  width ; 
constructed  of  birch  bark,  sewed  with  fibres  of  the  roots  of  the 
aprncc  tree,  and  daubed  with  resin  of  the  pine,  instead  of  tar. 
The  cargo  was  made  up  in  packages,  weighing  from  niiiuly  to  oae 
hundred  pounds  each,  fur  the  &cilily  of  loading  and  ualot  j 
ud  ct  transportation  at  portages.     The  oanoe  itself,  tboBgh  a 


ble  of  sustaining  &  freight  of  npwarils  of  four  tone,  conld  readily 
be  carried  on  men's  shoulders.  Canoes  of  this  size  are  generally 
managed  by  eight  or  ten  men,  two  of  whom  arc  picked  retcrana, 
ffho  receive  double  wages,  and  are  stationed,  one  at  the  bow  and 
the  other  at  the  stern,  to  keep  a  look-out  and  to  steer.  They  are 
termed  the  foreman  and  the  steersman.  The  rest,  who  ply  the 
paddles,  are  called  middle  men.  When  there  is  a  favorable 
brecEe,  the  canoe  is  occasionally  navigated  with  a  sail. 

The  expedition  took  its  regular  departure,  as  usual,  from  St. 
Anne's,  near  the  extremity  of  the  island  of  Montreal,  the  great 
starting  place  of  the  traders  to  the  interior.  Here  stood  the  an- 
oicnt  chapel  of  St  Anne,  the  patroness  of  the  Canadian  voya- 
geurs ;  where  they  made  confession,  and  offered  up  their  vows, 
previous  to  departing  on  any  hazardous  expedition.  The  shrine 
of  the  saint  was  decorated  with  relics  and  votive  off'erings  hung 
up  by  these  superstitious  beings,  either  to  propitiate  her  favor,  or 
in  gratitude  for  some  signal  deliverance  in  the  wilderness.  It 
was  the  custom,  too,  of  these  devout  vagabonds,  after  leaviug  the 
chapel,  to  have  a  grand  carouse,  in  honor  of  the  saint  and  fbr  the 
prosperity  of  the  voyage.  In  this  part  of  their  devotious,  the 
crew  of  Mr.  Hunt  proved  themselves  by  no  means  deficient.  In- 
deed, he  soon  discovered  that  his  recruits,  enlisted  at  Montreal, 
were  fit  to  vie  with  the  ragged  regiment  of  Falstaff.  Some  were 
able-bodied,  but  inexpert ;  others  were  expert,  but  lazy ;  while  a 
third  class  were  expert  and  willing,  but  totally  worn  out,  being 
brokeu-down  veterans,  incapable  of  toil. 

With  this  inefficient  crow  he  made  his  way  up  the  Ottawa 
River,  and  by  the  ancient  route  of  the  fur  traders,  along  a  suo- 
cesaion  of  small  lakes  and  rivers,  to  Michilimackinae.  Their 
progress  was  slow  and  tedious.  Mr.  Hunt  was  not  aooustomed 
to  the  management  of  "  voyageurs,"  and  he  had  a  crew  admirably 
diepoaed  to  play  the  old  soldier,  and  balk  their  work ;  uid  ever 


MACKIHAW.  Itr 

nadjt  to  orans  to  %  hilt,  land,  nuke  a  fire,  pnt  on  the  greet  pot, 
and  amoke,  and  gossip,  and  sing  by  the  hoar. 

It  «aa  not  nnttl  the  22d  of  July  that  thej  arriTed  at  MaoU- 
maw,  situated  on  the  island  of  the  same  name,  at  the  conflnenee 
at  lakes  Huron  and  Michigan.  This  &moas  old  Preach  trading- 
post  eontinned  to  be  a  rallying  point  fbr  a  mnltifarioaB  and  mot- 
ley popnlatioQ.  The  inhabitants  were  ampbihiona  in  their  habits, 
most  of  them  being,  or  having  been,  voya^urs  or  canoe  men.  It 
was  the  great  place  of  arriral  and  departure  of  the  southwest  far 
trade.  Here  the  Mackinaw  Company  had  established  its  prinot 
pal  post,  from  whence  it  oommonicated  with  the  interior  and  with 
Hontreal.  Hence  its  Tarioos  traders  and  trappers  set  oat  fbr 
th«r  respective  destinations  about  Lake  Superior  and  its  tribs- 
tary  waters,  or  for  the  Mississippi,  the  Arkansas,  the  Missouri,  and 
the  other  r<^oiis  of  the  west.  Here,  after  the  absence  of  a  year, 
OF  more,  they  returned  with  their  peltries,  and  settled  their  ao- 
eoonts ;  the  furs  rendered  in  by  them  being  transmitted,  in 
eanoee,  from  hence  to  Montreal.  Mackinaw  was,  therefore,  for  a 
great  part  of  the  year,  very  scantily  peopled ;  but  at  eertun 
seasons  the  traders  arrived  from  all  points,  with  their  crews  of 
voyageors,  and  the  place  swarmed  like  a  hive. 

Mackinaw,  at  that  time,  was  a  mere  village,  stretching  along 
a  small  bay,  with  a  fine  broad  beach  in  front  of  its  principal  row 
of  houses,  and  dominated  by  the  old  fort,  which  crowned  an  im- 
pending height.  The  beach  was  a  kind  of  public  promenade, 
where  were  displayed  all  the  vagaries  of  a  seaport  on  the  arrival 
of  a  fleet  from  a  loffg  cruise.  Here  voyageurs  frolicked  away 
their  wagc»,  fiddling  and  dancing  in  the  booths  and  cabins,  bay- 
ing all  kinds  of  knick-knacks,  dressing  themselves  out  finely,  and 
parading  up  and  down,  like  arrant  braggarts  and  coicomfao. 
Sometimes  they  met  with  rival  coxcombs  in  the  young  Indiana 
from  the  opposite  shore,  who  woald  appear  on  the  beach  painted 


ud  deoorftted  in  fantastic  etjle,  and  would  saunter  up  and  down, 
to  be  gazed  at  and  admired,  perfectly  aatiafied  that  they  eclipsed 
their  pale-faced  competitore. 

Now  and  then  a  chance  party  of  "  NorthwesterB"  appeared  at 
Hackiuaw  from  the  rendeevoas  at  Fort  William.  These  held 
themsclrcs  up  as  the  chiralry  of  the  fitr  trade.  They  were  men 
of  iron  ;  proof  against  oold  weather,  hard  fare,  and  perils  of  all 
kinds.  Some  would  tfear  the  northwest  button,  and  a  formidable 
dirk,  and  asBume  something  of  a  miliury  air.  They  generally 
wore  feathers  in  their  hats,  and  affected  the  "  brave."  "  Je  suis 
un  homme  du  nord  I" — "  I  am  a  man  of  the  north,"  one  of  these 
swelling  fellows  would  exclaim,  sticking  his  arms  akimbo  and 
raffling  by  the  Southwestera ;  whom  ho  regarded  with  great  con- 
tempt, aa  men  softened  by  mild  climates  and  the  liutnriouB  &re 
of  bread  and  bacon,  and  whom  he  stigmatised  with  the  inglori- 
ous name  of  pork  eaters.  The  superiority  assumed  by  these 
vaingloriouB  swaggerers  was,  in  general,  taoitly  admitted.  In- 
deed, some  of  them  had  aoqoired  great  notoriety  for  deeds  of 
hardihood  and  courage ;  for  the  fiir  trade  bad  its  heroes,  whose 
names  resounded  throughout  the  wildemess. 

Such  waa  Mackinaw  at  the  time  of  which  we  are  treating.  It 
now,  doubtlesB,  presents  a  totally  different  aspect  The  fiir  com- 
panies DO  longer  assemble  there;  the  navigation  of  the  lakes  is 
carried  on  by  atoamboats  and  various  shipping,  and  the  rsoe  of 
traders,  and  trappers,  and  voyagears,  and  Indian  dandies,  have 
vapored  out  their  brief  hour  and  disappeared.  Such  ehaoges 
does  the  lapse  of  a  handfal  of  years  make^n  this  eveiHsfaanging 
country. 

At  this  place  Mr.  Hunt  remained  for  some  time,  to  eomplete 
hu  assortment  of  Indian  goods,  and  to  increase  his  nnmbor  (rf 
Toyagcura,  as  well  as  to  engage  some  of  a  more  effioient  ebuieMt 
than  those  enlisted  at  HoutreaL 


A  STOOLTiliEON— A  DECOY  PLUME-  UB 

Aud  uow  coiuiut-uoeil  auother  gune  of  joctejslilp.  Thery 
W«n  kU«  ftnd  efieient  men  in  kbondftnoe  tA  Hackiiuw,  Iwt  far 
Mnnl  ^^  not  obb  prwaitad  bima^  U  oflersiraM  made  tf 
•ny,  Uiey  were  liatened  t«  with  «  aluLke  of  tke  head.  Should  u^ 
<■•  MttH  iiMiliind  to  enlist,  then  wera  ofieions  idlen  ud  hagf- 
bodJM,  ef  that  ckM  who  an  vnr  nadj  to  dtaanade  others  tram 
aaj  entar|»i8e  in  whioh  they  tb«BUMlvee  have  no  conoen.  Tk«a» 
■Mild  paU  him  by  the  aleefe,  take  him  <«  erne  side,  and  mwtmn 
ia  his  ear,  or  weald  raggeat  difficolties  ontri^L 

li  was  ol^eoted  that  the  expedition  would  have  to  nAvigats 
nakBOwn  riven,  and  paaa  thiongh  howling  wildemeaaet  infeetod 
hj  >aTage  tribes,  who  had  already  ent  off  the  nnfortonate  TOf- 
■genra  that  had  ventured  among  them  ;  that  it  was  to  olimb  the 
Boeky  Monntaina  and  descend  into  desolaUt  and  bmished  r^ 
gions,  where  the  traveller  was  often  obliged  to  snheist  on  graa» 
biq^iers  and  crickets,  or  to  kill  his  own  horse  for  food. 

At  length  one  man  was  hardy  enough  to  engage,  and  be  was 
■aed  like  a  "  stool-pigeon,"  to  deeoy  others ;  but  several  S»jt 
el^Med  before  any  more  oonld  be  prevailed  upon  to  join  Iw. 
A  few  then  came  to  terms.  It  was  desirable  to  engage  then  for 
fire  years,  but  some  refused  to  engage  for  more  than  three. 
Then  they  mwst  have  part  of  their  pay  in  advance,  which  was 
mdily  granted  When  they  had  pocketed  the  amount,  and 
squandered  it  in  regalen  or  in  outfits,  they  began  to  talk  of  pecn- 
oiary  obligations  at  Mackinaw,  which  must  be  discharged  before 
they  would  be  free  to  depart ;  or  engagements  with  other  perB<ms, 
which  were  only  to  be  cancelled  by  a  "  reasonable  consideration." 

It  was  in  vain  to  arguo  or  remonstrate.  The  money  advanced 
had  already  been  sacked  and  spent,  and  must  be  lost  and  tha 
recmits  left  behind,  unlets  tbey  could  be  freed  from  their  ddrta 
and  engagements.  Aooordingly,  a  fine  was  paid  for  one  ;  a  jwlgf- 
meat  tot  another ;  a  Uvem  lull  for  the  third ;  and  almost  all  hat 
6* 


to  be  bongbt  off  trom  some  prior  engagement,  either  real  w 
pretended. 

Hr.  Hunt  groaned  in  spirit  »t  the  inoesHant  and  unreasonabla 
demands  of  these  worthies  npon  his  pnrse ;  yet  with  all  this 
outlay  of  fnnds,  the  number  recruited  was  bat  scanty,  and  many 
of  the  most  desirable  still  held  tbemselTes  aloof,  and  were  not  to 
be  caught  by  a  golden  bait.  With  these  he  tried  another  temp- 
tation. Among  the  recruits  who  had  enlisted  he  distributed 
feathers  and  ostrich  plumes.  These  tbey  put  in  their  bats,  and 
thus  figured  about  Mackinaw,  assuming  airs  of  vast  importance, 
as  "  Toyageurs  in  a  new  company,  that  was  to  eclipse  the  North- 
west." The  effect  was  complete.  A  French  Canadian  is  too 
vain  and  morourial  a  being  to  withstand  the  finery  and  ostenta- 
tion of  the  feather.  Numbers  immediately  pressed  into  the  sei^ 
vice.  One  must  have  an  ostrich  plorae;  another,  a  white  feather 
with  a  red  end  ;  a  third,  a  bunch  of  cocks'  tails.  Thus  all  para- 
ded about,  in  vainglorious  style,  more  delighted  with  the  feathers 
in  their  hats  than  with  the  money  in  their  pockets ;  and  oonsider- 
ing  themselves  fully  equal  to  the  boastful  "  men  of  the  norUL" 

While  thus  recruiting  the  number  of  rank  and  file,  Mr.  Hnnt 
was  joined  by  a  person  whom  he  had  invited,  by  letter,  to  engage 
as  a  partner  in  the  expedition.  This  was  Mr.  Bamsay  Crooks,  a 
young  man,  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  bad  served  under  the 
Northwest  Company,  and  been  engaged  in  trading  expeditions 
upon  his  individual  account,  among  the  tribes  of  the  HissourL 
Mr.  Hunt  knew  him  personally,  and  had  conceived  a  high  and 
merited  opinion  of  his  judgment,  enterprise,  and  integrity  ;  he 
was  rejoiced,  therefore,  when  the  tatter  consented  to  acoompany 
him.  Mr.  Crooks,  however,  drew  from  experience  a  picture  of 
the  dangers  to  which  tbey  would  be  subjected,  and  urged  the 
importance  of  going  with  a  considerable  force.  In  aaoending  the 
upper  Missouri  they  would  have  to  pass  Uiroogb  the  oonntty  of 


E.MBARKATir>.\  OF  CANADIAN  VOYAGEURS.  |jj^ 

iha  Hia^im  faidi»iw,  wbo  had  BMiiieBted  repMtad  tuMlilitj  to  tty 
wliite  trsderB,  knd  rendered  their  expeditions  eztremel;  perilous 
fcing  npon  them  from  the  iiYer  bulks  as  they  puaed  benekth  in 
Aeir  kwta,  *nd  sttaeking  them  in  their  enounpments.  J£x. 
Ckooks  hiBMet^  when  Tojaging  in  oompui;  with  aoodter  tndar 
«f  the  BMie  of  H'LelUa,  had  beoi  inteirapted  bj  theee  nmno- 
den,  and  had  oonmdered  himself  fortanate  in  esoaping  down  th|a 
nnr  without  loas  of  life  or  property,  bat  with  a  total  abuuioB- 
■Rit  of  his  trading  voyage. 

Shonld  thej  be  fortunate  enough  to  pass  through  the  oooutij 
tl  the  Sioux  without  moleatation,  they  would  haTe  another  tribe 
■tOI  more  eavage  and  warlike  beyond,  and  deadly  foes  of  t^ 
wiiite  men.  These  were  the  BUckfeet  Indians,  who  ranged 
erer  a  wide  extent  of  country  which  they  would  have  to  travene. 

Under  all  those  circumstances,  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
augment  the  party  considerably.  It  already  exceeded  the  num- 
ber of  thirty,  to  which  it  had  originally  been  limited ;  but  it 
was  determined,  <m  arriving  at  St  Louis,  to  increase  it  to  the 
number  of  sixty. 

These  matters  being  arranged,  they  prepared  to  embark; 
but  the  embarkation  of  a  crew  of  Canadian  Toyagenre,  on  a  dis- 
tant expedition,  is  not  so  easy  a  nutter  as  might  be  imagined; 
especially  of  such  a  set  of  vainglorions  fellows  with  money  in 
both  pockets,  and  cocks'  tails  iu  their  hats.  Like  sailors,  the 
Casadiau  Toysgcure  generally  preface  a  long  cruise  with  a 
carouse.  They  have  their  cronies,  their  brothers,  their  cousins, 
their  wives,  their  sweethearts ;  all  to  be  entertained  at  their 
expense.  They  feast,  they  fiddle,  they  drink,  they  sing,  they 
dance,  they  frolic  and  fight,  until  they  are  all  as  mad  as  to 
many  drunken  Indians.  The  publicans  are  all  obedience  to 
their  commanda,  never  hesitating  to  let  them  run  up  scores 
without  limit,  knowing  that,  when  their  own  money  is  expended. 


IM. 


die  piiTSee  of  th«r  emplojera  mtut  answer  for  the  bill,  or  tlw 
voyage  miut  be  delayed.  Neither  was  it  possible,  at  that  time, 
to  remedy  the  matter  at  Mackinaw.  In  that  amphibious  oom- 
mnnity  there  waa  always  a  propensity  to  wrest  the  laws  in  favor 
of  riotous  or  mutinous  boatmen^  ,  It  waa  neceaaary,  also,  to 
keep  the  recruits  in  good  humor,  seeing  the  novelty  and  dan- 
ger of  the  service  into  which  they  were  entering,  and  the  ease 
with  which  they  might  at  any  time  escape  it,  by  jumping  into 
a  canoe  and  going  down  the  stream. 

Such  were  the  scenes  that  beset  Hr.  HoDt,  and  gave  him  a 
foretaste  of  the  difficulties  of  his  command.  The  little  oabareta 
and  sutlers'  shops  along  the  bay  resounded  with  the  scraping  of 
fiddles,  with  snatches  of  old  French  songs,  with  Indian  wboopa 
and  yells ;  while  every  plumed  and  feathered  vagabond  had  his 
troop  of  loving  cousins  and  comrades  at  his  heels.  It  was  with 
the  utmost  difficulty  they  could  be  extricated  from  the  clutohes 
of  the  publicans,  and  the  embraces  of  their  pot  companions,  who 
followed  them  to  the  water's  edge  with  many  a  bog,  a  kiea  on 
each  chuck,  and  a  maudlin  benediction  in  Canadian  Frenob. 

It  was  about  the  12th  of  August  that  they  left  Mackinaw, 
and  pursued  the  usual  route  by  Green  Bay,  Fox  and  Wiaoonsla 
Rivers,  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  thence  down  the  Missisuppi  to 
8t.  Louis,  where  they  landed  on  the  third  of  September. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Sr  Locis,  which  ie  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi 
Eher,  k  few  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri,  was,  &t  that 
tnaf,  ft  frontier  settlement,  and  the  last  Gtting-ont  place  for  the 
bdkai  Indc  of  the  southwest.  It  possessed  a  motley  popnlation, 
campoeed  of  the  Creole  descendants  of  the  original  French  colo- 
niala :  iLe  keen  traders  friim  the  Atlantic  States  ;  the  backwood- 
men  of  KentQcky  and  Tennessee ;  the  ludians  and  half-breedi 
of  die  prairies ;  together  vith  ft  sfa^olftr  aquatic  rsce  that  hai 
grown  tip  from  tbe  nsTigation  of  the  rivers — the  "  boatmen  of  tin 
Miamatippi ;"  who  ponesaed  habits,  manners,  and  almost  a  tan- 
gnage,  peculiarly  their  ofwd,  and  atrongl;  technioaL  The;,  xt 
that  time,  were  extremely  nnmerouft,  and  condnded  the  cAmS 
oarigation  and  commerce  of  tbe  Ohio  and  tbe  HiBsisstppi,  aa  tbe 
Tt^agenn'  did  of  the  Canadian  waters ;  bat,  Hke  them,  their  oon- 
aeqnenoe  and  characteristica  are  rajudly  Tanishing  before  tbe  all- 
perrading  intntsion  of  steamboate. 

The  old  French  honaes  engaged  in  the  Indian  trade  had 
gathered  round  them  a  train  of  dependents,  mongrel  Indians,  and 
mongrel  Frenchmen,  who  had  intermarried  with  Indians.  These 
thej  employed  in  their  Tarious  expeditions  by  land  and  water. 
Various  individuals  of  other  conntries  had,  of  late  years,  pushed 
the  trade  further  into  the  interior,  to  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Missonri,  and  had  swelled  the  nnmber  of  these  bangers-on.  Sere- 
ral  of  these  traders  had,  two  or  three  years  previouslj,  formed 
ttiemaahres  into  a  oompany,  oompoood  of  twelve  partners,  with  ft 


oapital  of  about  fort;  thooMnd  doUuB,  colled  the  Misaonri  Fur 
Company ;  the  object  of  whiob  ma,  to  establish  posts  along  the 
upper  part  of  that  river,  and  monopolise  the  trade.  The  leading 
partner  of  this  companjr  was  Mr.  Manuel  liiBa,  a  Spaniard  by 
birth,  and  a  man  of  bold  and  enterprbiug  character,  who  had 
ascended  the  MisBonri  almost  to  its  sonrce,  aod  made  himself 
well  acquainted  and  popular  with  Beveral  of  its  tribes.  By  his 
exertions,  trading  poeU  had  been  eatabUshed,  in  1808,  in  the 
Siouz  country,  and  among  the  Aricara  and  Mandan  tribes ;  and 
a  principal  one,  under  Mr.  Henry,  one  of  the  partners,  at  the  forks 
of  the  Missouri.  This  company  had  in  its  employ  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  partly  American  hunters,  and  partly 
Creoles  and  Canadian  voyageurs. 

All- these  circomstanccs  combined  to  produce  a  population  at 
St.  Louis  even  still  more  motley  than  that  at  Mackinaw.  Here 
were  to  bo  seen,  about  tbe  river  banks,  the  hectoring,  extravagant, 
bragging  boatmen  of  the  Mississippi,  with  the  gay,  grimacing, 
singing,  good-humored  Canadian  voyageurs.  Vagrant  Indians, 
of  various  tribes,  loitered,  about  the  atreets.  Now  and  then,  a 
stark  Kentucky  hunter,  in  leathern  bunting-dress,  with  rifle  on 
shoulder  and  knife  in  belt,  strode  along.  Here  and  there  were 
new  brick  houBes  and  shops,  just  set  up  by  bustling,  driving,  and 
eager  men  of  traffic,  from  the  Atlantic  States ;  while,  on  the  other 
baud,  the  old  French  mansions,  with  open  casements,  still  retained 
the  easy,  indolent  air  of  the  original  coloniBta  ;  and  nOw  and  then 
the  scraping  of  a  fiddle,  a  strain  of  an  ancient  French  song,  or  the 
sound  of  billiard  balls,  showed  that  the  happy  Gallic  turn  for 
gayety  and  amusement  still  lingered  about  the  place. 

Such  was  St.  Louis  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Hunt's  arrival  there ; 
and  the  appearance  of  a  new  fur  company,  with  ample  funds  at 
its  command,  produced  a  strong  sensation  among  the  Tnl^i^^n 
traders  of  the  place,  and  awakened  keen  jealousy  and  oj 
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•n  Ike  part  of  the  Htnaoori  GompMiy.  Mr.  Hnnt  prooeeded  to 
■tnagUMB  himself  igftiiut  all  oompetitioiL  For  this  purpose, 
ks  HOared  to  the  intereeta  of  the  aMoeiation  another  of  thoae 
wterprtaing  men,  who  had  been  engaged  in  individnal  traffic 
vith  the  tribee  of  the  HiMonri.  Thia  was  a  Hr.  Joeeph  Hiller, 
a  gentleman  well  educated  and  well  informed,  and  of  a  reepecta- 
Ue  faaoilj  of  Baltimore.  He  had  been  an  officer  in  the  aimy  of 
^  United  Statee,  but  had  resigned  in  disgoat,  on  being  refoaed 
a  fdrlough,  and  had  taken  to  trapping  beaver  and  fading  among 
the  Indians.  He  was  eaailj  indnoed  bj  Ur.  Hnnt  to  join  as  a 
partner,  and  was  considered  by  him,  on  aoeoont  of  his  ednoation 
and  aoqairements,  and  his  experienoe  in  Indian  trade,  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  company. 

Several  additional  men  were  likewise  enlisted  at  St  Loaia, 
some  as  boatmen,  and  others  as  hnnters.  These  last  were  en- 
gaged, not  merely  to  kill  game  for  proTieione,  but  also,  and  indeed 
chiefly,  to  trap  beaver  and  other  animals  of  rich  tan,  valuable  in 
the  trade.  They  enlisted  on  different  terms.  Some  were  to  have 
a  fixed  salary  of  three  hundred  dollars  ;  others  were  to  be  fitted 
ovt  and  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  company,  and  were  to 
hnnt  and  trap  on  shares. 

As  Hr.  Hnnt  met  with  much  opposition  on  the  pairt  of  rival 
traders,  especially  the  Missouri  Fur  Company,  it  took  him  some 
weeks  to  complete  bis  preparations.  The  delays  which  he  bad 
previously  eiperienecd  at  Montreal,  Mackinaw,  and  on  the  way, 
added  to  those  at  St.  Louis,  had  thrown  him  much  behind  his 
original  calculations,  so  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  effect  his 
voyage  up  the  Missouri  in  the  present  year.  This  river,  flowing 
from  high  and  cold  tstitades,  and  through  wide  and  open  plains, 
exposed  to  chilling  blasts,  freeaee  early.  The  winter  may  be 
dated  from  the  first  of  November  ;  there  was  every  prospect, 
therefore,  that  it  would  be  closed  with  ice  long  before  Mr,  Hunt 


ooald  reach  its  apper  watere.  To  avoid,  howerer,  tbe  atfwuo  «f  . 
wintering  at  St  Louis,  be  determined  to  push  up  the  river  as  &r 
as  possible,  to  aome  point  above  the  settlementA,  where  game  was 
plwit;,  and  where  Lis  whole  paxty  could  be  sub«isted  by  hunting, 
until  the  brealdng  up  of  the  ice  in  the  spring  should  permit  tJiem 
to  resume  their  voyage. 

Aocordingly,  on  the  twenty-first  of  October  he  took  hts  da- 
parture  from  St  Louis.  His  party  was  distribut«d  in  three  boats. 
One  was  tho  Tnrge  which  he  had  brought  from  Mackinaw ;  another 
was  of  a  larger  size,  such  as  was  formerly  used  in  navigating  th« 
Hohawk  River,  and  known  by  the  generic  name  of  the  Soheneo- 
tady  barge ;  the  other  was  a  lai^e  keel  boat,  at  that  tiioe  the 
grand  cooveysuce  on  the  Misaiseippi. 

In  this  way  tbcy  set  out  from  St  Louis,  in  buoyant  spirits, 
and  soon  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri.  This  vast  river, 
three  thousand  miles  in  length,  and  which,  with  its  tribatary 
Btrcama,  drains  such  an  immenxe  extent  of  country,  was  as  yet 
but  casually  and  imperfectly  navigated  by  the  adventuroos  bark 
of  the  fur  trader.  A  steamboat  bad  never  yet  stemmed  its  tur- 
bulent current.  Sails  were  but  of  casual  asustance,  for  it  re- 
quired a  strong  wind  to  contiuer  the  force  of  the  stream.  TIm 
main  dcpendenoe  was  on  bodily  strength  and  manual  dexterity. 
The  boats,  in  general,  had  to  be  propelled  by  oars  and  setting 
poles,  or  drawn  by  the  hand  and  by  grappling  books  from  one 
root  or  overhanging  tree  to  another ;  or  towod  by  the  long  oor- 
dellc,  or  towing  line,  where  the  shores  were  sufficiently  oloar  of 
woods  and  thickets  to  permit  the  men  to  pass  along  the  banks. 

During  this  alow  and  tedious  progress  the  boat  wonld  be 
exposed  to  freijuent  danger  from  floating  trees  and  great  m»i80t 
of  drift-wood,  or  to  be  impaled  upon  snags  and  sawyera ;  tbftt  is 
to  say,  sunken  trees,  presenting  a  jagged  or  pointed  ood  mb^n 
the  surface  of  the  water.     As  the  channel  of  tbe  river  fi 
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iUfM  from  nde  to  ride,  Moording  to  the  bcndi  aod  nDd-t»nkB, 
tfas  boat  had,  in  tbe  aune  my,  to  adrance  in  »  ngng  oonrm. 
Often  a  part  of  the  orew  would  have  to  leap  into  the  water  at  tbe 
Aallowa,  and  wade  along  with  the  towing  line,  while  tbeir  ccon- 
ndes  on  board  toilfnlly  assiBted  with  oar  and  setting  pole.  Some- 
ttmes  tbe  boat  would  aeem  to  be  retained  motionleas,  aa  if  spetl- 
btmnd,  opposite  some  point  round  which  tbe  current  set  with 
violence,  and  where  tbe  utmoet  labor  scarce  effected  any  TiriUfl 


On  these  occasions  it  was  that  tbe  merits  of  tbe  Canadiui 
myageurs  came  into  fall  action.  Patient  of  toil,  not  to  be  dia- 
beartened  bj  impediments  and  disappointments,  fertile  in  expe- 
dients, and  versed  in  every  mode  of  humoring  and  conquering  the 
wayward  current,  they  would  ply  every  exertion,  sometimes  in  the 
boat,  sometimes  on  shore,  sometimes  in  tbe  water,  however  cold  ; 
always  alert,  always  in  good-humor ;  and,  shonid  they  at  any  time 
flag  or  grow  weary,  one  of  their  popular  boat  songs,  chanted  by  a 
veteran  oarsman,  and  responded  to  in  chorus,  acted  as  a  never- 
fitOing  restorative. 

By  Bucb  assiduous  and  persevering  labor  tbey  made  their  way 
abont  four  hundred  &nd  fifty  miles  np  tho  Missouri,  by  the  16th 
of  November,  to  the  mouth  of  tbe  Nodowa.  As  this  was  a  good 
bunting  country,  and  as  the  season  was  rapidly  advancing,  tbey 
determined  to  establish  their  winter  quarters  at  this  place;  and, 
in  fact,  two  days  after  they  bad  come  to  a  bait,  the  river  closed 
just  above  their  encampment. 

Tbe  party  had  not  been  long  at  this  place  wbeu  tbey  were 
joined  by  Mr  Robert  M'Lellan,  another  trader  of  the  Missouri ; 
the  same  who  had  been  associated  with  Mr.  Crooks  in  the  unfor- 
tunate expedition  in  which  tliey  had  been  intercepted  by  the 
Sioux  Indians,  and  obliged  to  make  a  rapid  retreat  down  tho 
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M'Lellait  was  a  remarkable  man.  He  had  been  a  partiun 
under  General  Wayne,  in  hia  Indian  wars,  where  he  had  distin- 
gaished  himself  by  hia  Sery  spirit  and  reckless  daring,  and  mar- 
Tellous  stories  were  told  of  his  exploits.  His  appearance  answered 
to  his  character.  Hia  frame  was  meagre,  but  muscular ;  showing 
strength,  activity,  and  iron  firmness.  His  eyes  were  dark,  deep 
set,  and  piercing.  He  was  restless,  fearless,  but  of  impetuous  and 
sometimes  ungorernablo  temper.  He  Lad  been  invited  by  Mr. 
Hunt  to  enroll  himself  as  a  partner,  and  gladly  consented  ;  being 
pleased  with  the  thoughts  of  passiog,  with  a  powerful  force, 
tbrongh  the  country  of  the  Sioux,  and  perhaps  having  an  oppor- 
tunity of  revenging  himself  upon  that  lawless  tribe  for  their  past 


Another  recruit  that  joined  the  camp  at  Nodowa  deserves 
equal  mention.  This  was  John  Day,  a  hunter  from  the  back- 
woods of  Virginia,  who  had  been  several  years  on  the  Misaoari  in 
the  service  of  Mr.  Crooks,  and  of  other  traders.  He  was  about 
forty  years  of  age,  sis  feet  two  inches  high,  straight  as  an  Indian ; 
with  an  elastic  step  as  if  he  trod  on  springs,  and  a  handsome, 
open,  manly  countenance.  It  was  his  boast,  that  in  his  younger 
daya,  nothing  could  hurt  or  daunt  him ;  but  he  had  "  lived  too 
fast,"  and  injured  hb  constitution  by  his  excesses.  Still  he  was 
strong  of  hand,  bold  of  heart,  a  prime  woodman,  and  an  almost 
nncrring  shot.  He  had  the  frank  spirit  of  a  Virgioian,  and  the 
rough  heroism  of  a  pioneer  of  the  west. 

The  party  were  now  brought  to  a  halt  for  several  mouths. 
They  were  in  a  country  abonnding  with  deer  and  wild  tnrkeya, 
bo  that  there  was  no  stint  of  provisions,  and  every  one  appeared 
cheerful  and  contented.  Mr.  Hunt  determined  to  avail  himself 
of  this  interval  to  return  to  St.  Louis  and  obtain  a  reinforce- 
ment. He  wished  to  procure  an  interpreter,  acquainted  witb 
the  language  of  the  Sioux  ;  as,  from  all  accounts,  he  apprebMid' 
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as 

:«i  diSvoltiaa  in  pwHing  throvgh  the  oonotiy  of  tliat  nation. 
Ba  fUt  the  neeeMitj,  also,  of  lutTing  a  greater  nnmber  of 
'kmte^^  not  merely  to  keep  np  a  rapply  of  provisionB  throogh- 
(Mt  their  long  and  ardnonB  expedition,  but  alao  as  a  protection 
•ad  defenee,  in  case  of  Indian  hoetilities.  For  mch  eerrice  the 
Canadian  Tojagenra  were  little  to  be  depended  upon,  fighting 
not  being  a  part  of  their  profession.  The  proper  hind  of  men 
vero  Ameriean  hunters,  experienced  in  savage  life  and  savi^ 
warbre,  and  poBBeased  of  the  tme  game  spirit  of  the  west. 

Leaving,  therefore,  the  encampment  in  chai^  of  the  other 
partners,  Mr.  Hnnt  set  off  on  foot  on  the  tfrst  of  J«nnar7(1610), 
tar  8t  Loius,  He  was  aocommpanied  hy  eight  men  as  br  as 
Fort  Osage,  about  one  hnndred  and  fifty  miles  betow  Nodowa. 
Here  he  procured  a  couple  of  horses,  and  proceeded  on  the  re- 
Bunder  of  his  joomej  with  two  men,  sending  the  other  ux 
baek  to  Uie  encampment  He  arrived  at  8i  Louis  on  the  20th 
«f  Jmnnaiy. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

On  this  bis  second  TiBit  to  St.  Louis,  Mr.  Hunt  itsh  ag»in  im- 
peded in  hia  plans  by  the  opposition  of  tbe  Missouri  Fur  Com- 
pany. The  affairs  of  that  comp«nj  were,  at  this  time,  in  a  Tery 
dnbiona  sute.  During  the  preeeding  year,  their  principal 
establishnieut  at  the  forks  of  the  Missouri  bad  been  so  much 
harassed  by  the  Blackfeet  Indians,  that  its  commander,  Hr. 
Henry,  one  of  tbe  partners,  bad  been  compelled  to  abandon  die 
post  and  cross  tbe  Rocky  Hountaina,  with  the  intention  of  fix- 
ing himself  upon  one  of  the  apper  branobes  of  the  ColnmUm. 
What  had  become  of  him  and  his  party  was  onknovn.  Wie 
most  intense  anxietj  was  felt  concerning  them,  and  apprehen- 
sions that  tbey  might  have  been  cut  off  by  the  savages.  At  tbe 
time  of  Mr.  Hunt's  arrival  at  St.  Louis,  tbe  Miesonri  Company 
were  fitting  out  an  expedition  to  go  in  quest  of  Hr.  Henry.  It 
was  to  be  conducted  by  Mr.  Manuel  Lisa,  the  enterprimng  part- 
ner already  mentioned. 

There  being  thus  two  expeditions  on  foot  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, an  nnusual  demand  was  occasioned  for  hunters  and  Toy- 
agenrs,  who  accordingly  profited  by  the  circumstance,  and  stqni- 
lated  for  high  terms.  Mr.  Hunt  found  a  keen  and  subtle 
competitor  in  Lisa,  and  was  obliged  to  secnre  his  reomita  by 
liberal  advances  of  pay,  and  by  other  pecuniary  indnlgenoes. 

Tbe  greatest  diffionlty  was  to  procure  the  Sionz  interproter. 
There  was  but  one  man  to  be  met  with  at  St  Louis  who  was  fitted 
for  the  purpose,  but  to  secure  bim  would  require  mnoh  i 
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mmA  TW  iodrri^iul  in  qnMtum  wu  %  half-breed,  named  Pierre 
DorioB ;  mad,  aa  he  fignree  hereafter  in  thi«  .uuratiTe,  and  is, 
withal,  a  Btriking  apenmen  df  the  hybrid  race  on  the  frontier,  we 
■hall  gire  a  Um  putkralan  oonoeming  liim.  Pierre  wa«  the  bob 
tf  Dorian,  the  French  interpreter,  who  aooompanied  Messta. 
Lewia  aad  OUrke  in  their  Eunona  ezjdoring  expedition  aoroaa 
the  Boekjr  Monntaina.  Old  Borion  waa  one  of  thoee  Frenoh 
enoles,  deacendanta  of  the  ancient  Canadian  stock,  who  abound 
OB  the  weatern  frontier,  and  amalgamate  or  oohabit  with  the 
BBvagea.  He  had  aojonmed  among  Tarions  tribea,  and  perhape 
kft  progenj  anumg  them  all ;  but  hla  regular,  or  habitoal  wife, 
wa«  a  Sioux  aqoaw.  By  her  he  had  a  hopeful  brood  of  half-hreed 
■OOB,  of  whom  Pierre  was  one.  The  domestic  afiaira  of  old 
Doiion  were  conducted  on  the  true  Indian  plan.  Father  and 
■ma  would  occaaionally  get  drunk  together,  and  then  the  cabin 
Waa  a  acene  of  ruffian  brawl  and  fighting,  in  the  course  of  which 
the  old  Frenchman  was  apt  to  get  Bonndly  belabored  by  his  mon- 
gr«L  oflapring.  In  a  furious  scuffle  of  the  kind,  one  of  the  sons 
got  Uie  old  man  upon  the  ground,  and  was  upon  the  point  of 
aeal^ng  lum.  "  Hold  I  my  son,"  cried  the  old  fellow,  in  im- 
ploring accents,  "  you  are  too  brare,  too  honorable  to  scalp  your 
lather  I"  This  last  appeal  touched  the  Frenoh  side  of  the  half- 
breed's  heart,  so  he  suffered  the  old  man  to  wear  bia  scalp  un- 
harmed. 

Of  this  hopeful  stock  was  Pierre  Dorion,  the  man  whom  it 
was  now  the  desire  of  Mr,  Hunt  to  engage  as  an  ioterpreter.  He 
had  been  employed  in  that  capacity  by  the  Missouri  Fur  Com- 
pany during  the  preceding  year,  and  had  conducted  their  traders 
in  safety  through  the  different  tribes  of  the  Siouz.  He  had 
proved  himself  faithful  and  serviceable  while  sober ;  but  the  love 
of  liquor,  in  which  he  had  been  nurtured  and  brought  up,  would 
oocasionally  break  out,  and  with  it  the  savage  eido  of  his  character. 
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It  vas  bis  lore  of  liquor  which  had  embroiled  him  with  tbft 
MiflBoari  Company.  While  in  their  serrice  at  Fort  U&adan,  od 
the  frontier,  he  had  been  seised  wiA  a  whiakj  mania ;  and,  as 
the  beverage  was  only  to  be  procured  at  the  company's  store,  it 
had  been  chai^^  in  his  account  at  the  rate  of  ten  doUara  % 
quart.  This  item  had  ever  remained  unsettled,  and  a  matter  of 
furious  dispute,  the  mere  mention  of  which  was  sufficient  to  put 
him  in  a  passion. 

The  moment  it  was  discovered  by  Mr.  Lisa  that  Pierre  Dorion 
was  in  treaty  with  the  new  and  rival  association,  he  endeavored, 
by  threats  as  well  as  promises,  to  prevent  his  engaging  in  their 
Bervice,  His  promisee  might,  perhaps,  have  prevailed ;  but  his 
threats,  which  related  to  the  whisky  debt,  only  served  to  drivo 
Pierre  into  the  opposite  ranks.  Stilt,  he  took  advantage  of  this 
competition  for  his  services  to  stand  out  with  Mr.  Hunt  on  the 
most  advantageous  terms,  and,  after  a  negotiation  of  nearly  two 
weeks,  capitulated  to  serve  in  the  expedition,  aa  hunter  and 
interpreter,  at  the  rate  of  three  hundred  dollars  a  year,  two  hun- 
dred of  which  were  to  be  paid  in  advance. 

When  Mr.  Hunt  had  got  every  thing  ready  for  leaving  Bl 
Louis,  new  difficulties  arose.  Five  of  the  American  hunters, 
from  the  encampment  at  Nodowa,  suddenly  made  their  appearanoe. 
They  alleged  that  they  bad  been  ill  treated  by  the  partners  kt  the 
encampment,  and  bad  come  off  clandestinely,  in  consequence  of  & 
dispute.  It  was  useless  at  the  present  moment,  and  under  pretent 
circumstances,  to  attempt  any  compulsory  measures  with  these 
deserters.  Two  of  them  Mr.  Hunt  prevailed  upon,  by  mild 
means,  to  return  with  him.  The  rest  refused  ;  nay,  what  was  worse, 
they  spread  such  reports  of  the  hardships  and  dangers  to  be  ap- 
prehended in  the  course  of  the  expedition,  that  they  struck  » 
panic  into  those  hunters  who  had  recently  engaged  at  St.  Lotu% 
and,  when  the  honr  of  departure  arrived,  all  but  one  refiiMd  to 
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nAuk.  It«aa  in  Tda  to  pl«ftd  or  remonstrate;  Aey  BtunMarod 
tlvr  iMm  xnd  tnmed  tbar  ImA  upon  th«  expedition,  and  Mr. 
Haat  w»  Un  to  put  off  from  shore  IriUi  the  ringle  hnnter  sad: 
ftBBmber  of  yojM^tnm  whom  he  had  engaged.  Even  Pienv 
DorioD,  at  tite  laat  moment,  refased  to  enter  the  boat  nntil  Ur. 
Hut  eonaented  to  take  his  sqnav  and  two  children  on  board  also. 
ftM  the  tisrae  of  perplexities,  on  aooonnt  of  this  worthy  indiri- 
dnal,  did  not  end  here. 

Asiong  the  raiions  persons  nho  were  abont  to  proceed  np  the 
Hiwowri  with  Hr  Hunt,  were  two  scientific  gentlemen  ;  one  Hr. 
Jtfcn  Bradbor;,  a  man  of  mature  age,  bnt  great  enterprise  and 
penoiud  aotinty,  who  had  been  sent  ont  bj  the  Linnean  Society 
of  Liverpool,  (o  make  a  ooUection  of  American  plants ;  the  other, 
a  Hr.  Nnttall,  likewise  an  Englishman,  jonnger  in  years,  who  has 
siaee  made  himself  known  as  the  anthor  of  "  Travels  in  Arkan- 
BM,"  and  a  work  on  the  "Genera  of  American  Plants."  Hr. 
Bunt  had  offered  them  the  protection  and  fiMilities  of  his  party, 
in  their  srientifio  researches  np  the  UissoarL  As  they  wore  not 
ready  to  depart  at  the  moment  of  embarkation,  they  pnt  their 
tonnka  on  hoard  of  the  boat,  bnt  remained  at  St.  Lonis  nntil  the  next 
imy,  tot  the  arrival  of  the  post,  intending  to  join  the  expedition 
■t  8t  Charles,  a  short  distance  above  ihe  month  of  the  HissonrL 

The  same  evening,  however,  they  learned  that  a  writ  had  been 
issned  against  Pierre  Dorion  for  his  whisky  debt,  by  Mr.  Lisa, 
as  agent  of  the  Missouri  Company,  and  that  it  was  the  intention 
to  entrap  the  mongrel  linguist  on  his  arrival  at  St.  Charles. 
Upon  hearing  this,  Mr.  Bradbury  and  Mr.  Nuttall  set  off  a  little 
after  midnight,  by  land,  got  ahead  of  the  boat  as  it  was  ascending 
the  MisHouri,  before  its  arrival  at  St.  Charles,  and  gave  Pierre 
Borion  warning  of  the  legal  toil  prepared  to  ensnare  him.  The 
knowing  Pierre  immediately  landed  and  took  to  the  woods,  fol- 
lewed  by  his  squaw  laden  with  their  papooses,  and  a  large  bundle 
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omUining  their  moat  precious  effects ;  promising  to  rejoin  the 
partj  some  disUnce  sbore  St.  Charlea.  Tliere  seemed  little  de- 
pendence to  be  placed  upon  the  promises  of  a  loose  adventurer 
of  the  kind,  who  was  at  the  very  time  plajing  sa  evasive  game 
with  his  former  employers  ;  who  had  already  received  two-thirds 
of  his  year's  pay,  and  had  his  rifle  on  his  shoulder,  his  fiuuily  and 
worldly  fortune  at  his  heels,  and  the  wild  woods  before  him. 
Xhere  was  no  alternative,  however,  and  it  was  hoped  his  pique 
against  his  old  employers  would  render  him  fiuthfol  to  his  new 
onea 

The  party  reached  St.  Charles  in  the  afternoon,  but  the  bar- 
pies  of  the  law  looked  in  vain  for  their  expected  prey.  The  boats 
resumed  their  course  on  the  following  morning,  and  had  not  pro- 
ceeded far  when  Pierre  Dorion  made  his  appearance  on  the  shore. 
He  was  gladly  taken  on  board,  but  he  came  without  bis  squaw. 
They  had  quarrelled  in  the  night ;  Pierre  had  administered  the 
Indian  discipline  of  the  cudgel,  whereupon  she  had  taken  to  the 
woods,  with  their  children  and  all  their  worldly  goods.  Pierre 
evidently  was  deeply  grieved  and  disconcerted  at  the  loss  of  his 
wife  and  his  knapsack,  wherefore  Mr.  Hunt  dispatched  one  of  the 
Canadian  voyageurs  in  search  of  the  fugitive ;  and  the  whole 
party,  after  proceeding  a  few  miles  further,  encamped  on  an  island 
to  await  his  return.  The  Canadian  rejoined  the  party,  bat  with- 
out the  squaw ;  and  Pierre  Dorion  passed  a  solitary  and  anxious 
night,  bitterly  regretting  his  indiscretion  in  having  exercised  his 
conjugal  authority  so  near  home.  Before  daybreak,  however,  a 
well-known  voice  reached  his  ears  from  the  opposite  shore.  It  was 
his  repentant  spouse,  who  had  been  wandering  the  woods  all  night 
in  quest  of  the  party,  and  had  at  length  descried  it  by  ita  firea. 
A  boat  was  dispatched  for  her,  the  interesting  &mily  was  onoe 
more  united,  and  Mr.  Hunt  now  flattered  himself  that  bis  pei- 
plexitiee  with  Pierre  Dorion  were  at  an  end. 


DANIEL  BOON.  l4> 

Bad  woatbor,  Torjr  huuvy  rain^,  and  su  uauaii^Uf  ^ariy  rise 
\s  the  Hisflonri,  rendered  the  tiacent  of  the  river  toilsome,  Blow, 
lad  dangerona.  The  rise  of  the  MiaBonri  does  not  generally 
teke  place  nntil  the  month  of  May  or  June  :  the  present  swelling 
of  the  river  mnat  have  been  caused  bj  a  freshet  in  some  of  Its 
more  southern  branches.  It  could  not  have  been  the  great  an- 
nual flood,  as  the  higher  branches  must  still  have  been  ice-boand. 

And  here  we  cannot  but  pause,  to  notice  the  admirable  ar- 
nngement  of  nature,  by  which  the  annual  swellingB  of  the  vari- 
ous great  rivers  which  empty  themselves  into  the  Mississippi, 
liBve  been  mode  to  precede  each  other  at  considerable  intervals. 
Thus,  the  flood  of  the  Red  Biver  precedes  that  of  the  Arkansu 
by  ft  month.  The  Arkansas,  also,  rising  in  a  much  more  sontbem 
latitude  than  the  Missouri,  takes  the  lead  of  it  in  its  annual  ex.- 
cess,  and  its  superabundant  waters  are  disgorged  and  disposed  of 
long  before  the  breaking  up  of  the  icy  barriers  of  the  north ; 
otherwise,  did  all  these  mighty  streams  rise  simultaneously,  and 
discharge  their  vernal  floods  into  the  Mississippi,  an  inundation 
would  be  the  consequence,  that  would  submerge  and  devastate  all 
fbe  lower  country. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day,  January  17th,  the  boats 
touched  at  Charette,  one  of  the  old  villages  founded  by  the  ori- 
ginai  French  colonists  Here  tiiey  met  with  Daniel  Boon,  the 
renowned  patriarch  of  Kentucky,  -who  bad  kept  in  the  advance  of 
civilizalion,  and  on  the  borders  of  the  wilderness,  still  leading  a 
hunter's  life,  tliougli  now  in  hia  eighty-fifth  year.  He  had  but 
recently  returned  from  a  hunting  and  trapping  expedition,  and 
had  brought  nearly  sixty  beaver  skins  as  trophies  of  his  skill. 
The  old  man  was  still  erect  in  form,  strong  in  limb,  and  unflinch- 
ing in  spirit,  and  as  he  stood  on  the  river  bank,  watching  the  de- 
parture of  an  expedition  destined  to  traverse  the  wilderness  to 
the  very  shores  of  the  PaoiSo,  very  probably  felt  a  throb  of  hk 
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old  pioneer  spirit,  iuipelliag  him  to  shoulder  his  rifle  and  join  the 
adventurous  band.  Bood  flourished  several  years  after  this  meet- 
ing, in  a  vigorous  old  age,  the  Nestor  of  hunters  and  backwood- 
men  ;  and  died,  full  of  sylvan  honor  and  renown,  in  1818,  in  hia 
ninety-second  year. 

The  next  morning  early,  as  the  party  were  yet  encadtped  at 
the  mouth  of  a  small  stream,  they  were  visited  by  another  of  these 
heroes  of  the  wilderness,  one  John  Colter,  who  had  accompanied 
Lewis  and  Clarke  in  their  memorable  ezpeditioo.  He  bad  re- 
cently made  one  of  those  vast  intoro&l  voyages  so  charaoteristic 
of  this  fearless  claas  of  men,  and  of  the  immense  regions  over 
which  they  hold  their  lonely  wanderings  ;  having  come  from  the 
bead  waters  of  the  Missouri  to  St.  Louis  in  a  small  canoe.  This 
distance  of  three  thousand  miles  be  had  accomplished  in  tidrtj 
days.  Colter  kept  with  th^  party  all  the  morning.  He  had 
many  particulars  to  give  them  concerning  the  Blackfeet  Indians, 
a  restless  and  predatory  tribe,  who  had  conceived  an  implacable 
hostility  to  the  white  men,  in  consequence  of  one  of  their  war- 
riors having  been  kilted  by  Captain  Lewis,  while  attempting  to 
steal  horses.  Through  the  country  infested  by  these  savages  Um 
expedition  would  have  to  proceed,  and  Colter  was  urgent  in  reit- 
erating the  precautions  that  ought  to  be  observed  respeeting 
them.  He  had  himself  experienced  their  vindictive  omel^,  and 
bis  story  deserves  particular  citation,  as  showing  the  hairbreAdth 
adventures  to  which  these  solitary  rovers  of  the  wilderaeu  are 
exposed. 

Colter,  with  the  hardihood  of  a  regular  trapper,  had  ewrt 
himself  loose  from  the  party  of  Lewis  and  Clarke  in  the  very 
heart  of  tbc  wilderness,  and  had  remained  to  trap  beaver  alone 
on  the  head  waters  of  the  Missouri.  Here  he  fell  in  vitli 
another  lonely  trapper,  like  himself,  named  Potts,  and  they 
■greed  to  keep  together.     They  were  in  the  very  region  of  th* 
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•MriblA  KAokfeet,  at  that  time  thirsting  to  revenge  the  deatli 
of  their  companion,  and  knew  that  they  had  to  expeot  no  merojr 
kI  their  hands.  They  were  obliged' to  keep  concealed  all  day 
in  the  woody  margins  of  the  riTers,  setting  their  traps  aft«r 
nightfoll,  and  taking  them  np  before  daybreak.  It  was  running 
a  fearfril  risk  for  the  sake  of  a  few  beaver  skins  ;  but  such  is  die 
UCb  of  the  trapper. 

They  were  on  a  branch  of  the  Missonri  called  Jefierson't 
Fork,  and  had  set  their  traps  at  night,  about  sis  miles  np  * 
small  river  that  emptied  into  the  fork.  Early  in  the  morning 
tbey  aeoended  the  river  in  a  canoe,  to  examine  the  traps.  The 
banks  on  each  side  were  high  and  perpendicular,  and  cast  ■; 
(bade  over  the  stream.  As  they  were  softly  paddling  along, 
they  heard  the  trampling  of  many  feet  upon  the  banks.  Goiter 
immediately  gave  the  alarm  of  "  Indiana  I"  and  was  for  instant 
retreat.  Potts  scoffed  at  him  for  being  frightened  by  the  tramp- 
ling of  a  herd  of  buffaloes.  Colter  checked  his  nneaainess  and 
paddled  -forward.  They  bad  not  gone  much  farther  when 
frightful  whoops  and  yells  burst  forth  frAn  each  side  of  the 
liver,  and  several  hundred  Indians  appeared  on  either  bank. 
Signs  were  made  to  the  unfortunate  trappers  to  come  on  shore. 
They  were  obliged  to  comply.  Before  they  could  get  out  of 
their  canoes,  a  savage  seized  the  rifle  belonging  to  Potts.  Col- 
ter sprang  on  sbore,  wrested  the  weapon  from  ttic  hands  of  the 
Indian,  and  restored  it  to  bis  companion,  who  was  still  in  the 
canoe,  and  immediately  pusiied  into  the  stream.  There  was  the 
sharp  twang  of  a  bow,  and  Potts  cried  out  that  he  was  wounded. 
Colter  urged  him  to  come  on  shore  and  submit,  as  his  only  chance 
for  life ;  but  the  other  knew  there  was  no  prospect  of  mercy, 
and  determined  to  die  gnrae.  Levelling  his  rifle,  he  shot  one  of 
the  savages  dead  on  the  spot  The  next  moment  he  fell  himself 
pierced  with  innumerable  arrows. 


The  Teiig«»ioe  of  th«  Bavage§  now  turaed  upon  Colter.  He 
wu  stripped  naked,  and,  having  Bome  knowledge  of  the  Blackfoot 
language,  overheard  a  conaultatibn  as  to  the  mode  of  diapateh- 
ing  him,  bo  as  to  derive  the  greatest  amusement  from  his  death. 
Some  were  for  Betting  him  up  aa  a  mark,  and  having  a  trial  of 
ikill  at  his  expense.  The  chief,  however,  was  for  nobler  sport 
He  eeiied  Colter  by  the  shoulder,  and  demanded  if  he  could  mn 
&st.  The  unfortunate  trapper  was  too  well  acquainted  with  Indian 
eustoms  not  to  comprehend  the  drift  of  the  qucBtion.  He  knew 
he  was  to  ran  for  bia  life,  to  fiimish  a  kind  of  human  hunt  to 
bis  persecutors.  Though  in  reality  he  was  noted  among  bis 
brother  hunters  for  swiftness  of  foot,  he  assured  the  chief  that 
he  waB  a  very  bad  runner.  His  stratagem  gained  him  some 
vantage  ground.  He  was  led  by  the  chief  into  the  prairie,  abont 
fimr  hundred  yards  from  the  miun  body  of  savages,  and  then 
turned  loose  to  save  himself  if  he  oould.  A  tremendous  yell  let 
bim  know  that  the  whole  pack  of  bloodhonnds  were  off  in  full 
ory.  Colter  flew,  rather  than  ran  ;  he  was  astonished  at  his 
own  speed  ;  but  he  had  six  miles  of  prairie  to  traverse  before  he 
should  reach  the  Jefferson  Fork  of  the  Hissoori ;  how  could  Ito 
hope  to  hold  out  such  a  distance  with  the  fearful  odds  of  several 
hundred  to  one  against  him  I  The  plain  too  abounded  with  the 
prickly  pear,  which  wounded  his  naked  feet.  Still  he  fled  on, 
dreading  each  moment  to  hear  the  twang  of  a  bow,  and  to  feel 
an  arrow  quivering  at  his  heart.  He  did  not  even  dare  to  look 
round,  lest  he  should  lose  an  inch  of  that  distance  on  which  his 
life  depended.  He  bad  ran  nearly  half  way  across  the  pbun 
when  the  sound  of  pursuit  grew  somewhat  fainter,  and  he  ventur- 
ed to  turn  bis  head.  The  mun  body  of  his  pursuers  were  a 
oonsiderable  distance  behind  ;  several  of  the  fastest  runnere  were 
scattered  in  the  advance ;  while  a  swift-footed  warrior,  armed  witii 
a  ppear,  was  not  more  than  a  hundred  yardB  behind  him. 
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.  <  Inspired  with  new  hope,  Colter  redoobled  his  exertions,  bat 
atnuned  huiuelf  to  euctt  a  d^ree,  that  the  blood  gushed  from 
bis  mouth  and  nostrils,  and  streamed  down  his  breast.  He  arrived 
within  a  mile  of  the  rirer.  The  sound  of  footsteps  gathered 
npon  him.  A  glance  behind  showed  his  pursuer  within  twent; 
yards,  and  preparing  to  launob  his  spear.  Stopping  short,  he 
turned  round  and  spread  out  bis  artns.  The  savage,  coafoonded 
bj  this  sudden  action,  attempted  to  stop  and  hurl  his  spear,  but 
fell  in  the  very  act  His  spoar  stuck  in  the  ground,  and  the 
shaft  broke  in  hia  hand.  Colter  plucked  up  the  pointed  par^ 
pinned  the  savage  to  the  earth,  and  continued  his  flight  The 
Indians,  as  they  arrived  at  their  slaughtered  companion,  stopped 
to  howl  over  him.  Colter  made  the  most  of  this  precious  delay, 
gained  the  skirt  of  cotton-wood  bordering  the  river,  dashed 
through  it,  and  plunged  into  the  stream.  He  swam  to  a  neigh- 
boring island,  against  the  upper  end  of  which  the  driftwood  had 
lodged  in  such  quantities  as  to  form  a  natural  raft ;  under  this 
he  dived,  and  swam  below  water  until  he  succeeded  in  getting  a 
breathing  place  between  the  floating  trunks  of  trees,  whose 
branches  and  bushes  formed  a  covert  several  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  water.  He  had  scarcely  drawn  breath  after  all  hie  toils, 
when  he  heard  his  pursuers  on  the  river  bank,  whooping  and  yelt 
ing  like  so  many  fiends.  They  plunged  in  the  river,  and  swam 
to  the  raft.  Tlie  heart  of  Colter  almost  died  within  him  as  he 
saw  them,  through  the  chinks  of  hia  concealment,  passing  and 
repassing,  and  seeking  for  him  in  all  directions.  They  at  length 
gave  up  the  search,  and  he  began  to  rejoice  in  his  escape,  when 
the  idea  presented  itself  that  they  might  set  the  raft  on  fire. 
Here  was  a  new  source  of  horrible  apprehension,  in  which  he 
remained  until  nightfall.  Fortunately,  the  idea  did  not  suggest 
itself  to  the  Indians  As  soon  as  it  was  dark,  finding  by  tha 
■ilenoe  around  that  bis  pursuers  had  departed,  Colter  dived  again, 


uid  came  up  beyond  the  raft.  He  then  smm  silently  down  As 
river  for  a  considerable  distance,  when  he  landed,  and  kept 
on  all  night,  to  get  as  far  off  as  poseible  from  tbis  dangertnui 
neighborhood. 

By  daybreak  ho  had  gained  sufficient  disUnoe  to  relieve  him 
from  the  terrors  of  bia  savage  foea  ;  but  now  new  sources  of  in- 
qnietude  presented  tliemselvea.  He  waa  naked  and  alone,  in  the 
midst  of  an  unbounded  wilderness  ;  bis  only  chance  was  to  reach 
a  trading  post  of  the  Missouri  Company,  situated  on  a  branch  of 
the  Yellowstone  Biver.  Even  should  he  elude  bis  pursuers,  days 
must  elapse  before  he  could  reach  this  post,  during  which  he 
must  traverse  immense  prairies  destitute  of  shade,'  bia  naked 
body  exposed  to  the  burning  heat  of  the  sun  by  day,  and  the 
dews  and  chills  of  the  night  season ;  and  his  feet  lacerated  by 
tiie  thorns  of  the  prickly  pear.  Though  be  might  see  game  in 
abundance  around  him,  he  had  no  means  of  killing  any  for  bia 
■nstenonce,  and  must  depend  for  food  upon  the  roots  of  the  earth. 
Id  defiance  of  these  difficulties  be  pushed  resolutely  forward, 
guiding  himself  in  hb  trackless  course  by  those  signs  and  indi- 
cations known  only  to  Indiana  and  backwoodmen ;  and  after 
braving  dangers  and  hardships  enough  to  break  down  any  spirit 
but  that  of  a  western  pioneer,  arrived  safe  at  the  solitary  post  in 

Such  is  a  sample  of  the  rugged  experience  which  Colter  had 
to  relate  of  savage  life ;  yet,  with  all  these  perils  and  terrora 
fresh  in  his  recollection,  he  could  not  see  the  present  band  on 
their  way  to  those  regions  of  danger  and  adventure,  without  feel- 
ing a  Tchement  impulse  to  join  them.  A  western  trapper  is  like 
a  sailor ;  past  hazards  only  stimulate  luni  to  further  risks.  The 
T&at  prairie  is  to  the  one  what  the  ocean  is  to  the  other,  a  boond- 
lesa  field  of  enterprise  and  exploit.  However  he  may  hwe  nf- 
*  Bradbary,     Tiavela  in  Amcrici,  p.  17. 
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fcnd  in  hia  lut  emise,  he  ia  fthnye  ready  to  join  a  new  expedi- 
tion ;  and  the  more  adTentorons  its  nature,  the  more  attraotivs 
ii  it  to  his  vagrant  spirit. 

Nothing  seems  to  have  kept  Colter  ^m  continuing  with  the 
party  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  bat  the  circumstance  of  his 
bftviDg  recently  married.  All  the  morning  he  kept  with  them, 
balaninng  in  his  mind  the  charms  of  his  hride  against  those  of 
the  Bocky  Hountsins ;  the  former,  however,  prevailed,  and  after 
ft  march  of  scVeral  miles,  he  took  a  reluctant  leave  of  the  travel- 
len,  and  tamed  his  &ce  homeward. 

Continuing  their  progress  up  the  Missouri,  the  party  encamped 
on  the  evening  of  the  21st  of  Haroh,  in  the  neighborhood  of  ■ 
little  frontier  village  of  French  Creoles.  Here  Pierre  Dorion 
met  with  some  of  his  old  comrades,  with  whom  he  had  a  long 
gossip,  and  returned  to  the  camp  with  rumors  of  bloody  fends 
between  the  Osages  and  the  loways,  or  Ayaways,  Potowatomies, 
Sioux,  and  Sawkees.  Blood  had  already  been  shed,  and  scalps 
been  taken.  A  war  party,  three  hundred  strong,  were  prowling 
in  the  neighborhood ;  others  mi^t  be  met  with  higher  up  tha 
river ;  it  behooved  the  travellers,  therefore,  to  be  upon  their 
guard  agunst  robbery  or  surprise,  for  an  Indian  war  party  on 
the  march  b  prone  to  acta  of  outrage. 

In  consequence  of  this  report,  which  was  subsequently  con- 
firmed by  further  intelligence,  a  guard  waa  kept  up  at  night 
round  the  encampment,  and  they  all  slept  on  their  arms.  As 
they  were  sixteen  in  number,  and  well  supplied  with  weapons  and 
ammunition,  they  trusted  to  be  able  to  give  any  marauding  party 
a  warm  reception.  Nothing  occurred,  however,  to  molest  them 
on  their  voyage,  and  on  the  8th  of  April  tlicy  came  in  sight  of 
Fort  Osage.  On  their  approach  the  flag  was  hoisted  on  the  fort, 
and  they  saluted  it  by  a  discharge  of  firearms.  Within  a  short 
distance  of  the  fort  was  au  Osage  village,  the  iahabit«nts  of 
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vhicli,  mon,  women,  and  children,  thronged  down  to  the  water 
aide  to  witness  their  landing.  One  of  the  first  persona  they  met 
on  tlie  river  bauk  was  Mr,  Crooks,  who  had  come  dowu  in  a  boat, 
with  nine  men,  from  the  winter  encampment  at  Nodowa,  to  meet 

Tliey  remained  at  Fort  Osage  a  part  of  three  days,  during 
which  they  were  hospitably  entertained  at  the  garrison  by  Lieu- 
tenant Browuaon,  who  held  a  temporary  command.  They  were 
regaled  also  with  a  war-feast  at  the  village ;  the  Osage  warriors 
having  returned  from  a  Buceeesful  foray  against  the  loways,  in 
wbich  they  had  taken  seven  scalps.  These  were  paraded  ou 
poles  about  the  village,  followed  by  the  warriors  decked  out  in  all 
their  savage  ornaments,  and  hideously  paiuted  as  if  for  battle. 

By  the  Osago  warriors,  Mr,  Hunt  and  his  companions  were 
again  warned  to  be  on  their  guard  in  ascending  the  river,  as  the 
Sious  tribe  meant  to  lay  in  wait  and  attack  them. 

On  the  1 0th  of  April  they  again  embarked,  their  party  being 
now  augmented  to  twenty-six,  by  the  addition  of  Mr.  Crooks  and 
his  boat's  crew.  Tbey  had  not  proceeded  far,  however,  when 
there  was  a  great  outcry  from  one  of  the  boats  ;  it  was  occasioned 
by  a  little  domestic  discipline  in  the  Dorion  family.  The  sqnaw 
of  the  worthy  interpreter,  it  appeared,  had  been  so  delighted  with 
the  scalp-dance,  and  other  festivities  of  the  Osage  village,  that 
she  bad  taken  a  strong  inclination  to  remain  there.  This  had 
been  as  strongly  opposed  by  her  Uege  lord,  who  had  compelled 
her  to  embark.  The  good  dame  had  remained  sulky  ever  since, 
whereupon  Pierre,  seeing  no  other  mode  of  exorcising  the  evil 
spirit  out  of  her,  and  being,  perhaps,  a  little  inspired  by  whisky, 
bad  resorted  to  the  Indian  remedy  of  the  cudgel,  and,  before  his 
neighbors  could  interfere,  bad  belabored  her  so  soundly,  that 
there  is  no  reeord  of  her  having  shown  any  refractory  symptoms 
throughout  the  remainder  of  the  expedition. 


fUBLIMITY   OF   A   TLiRKt;Y-BUZZARD. 


For  a  veek  thoy  oontinned  their  Toyage,  exposed  to  almost  in- 
eesust  rains.  The  bodies  of  drowned  bufikloes  floated  past  them 
in  vaat  numbeTB ;  manj  bad  drifted  upon  the  shore,  or  agiunst 
the  npper  ends  of  the  rafts  and  islands.  These  had  attracted 
great  flights  of  tnrkey-buizards ;  some  were  banqneting  on  the 
earoasses,  others  were  soaring  Ear  aloft  in  the  sky,  and  others 
were  perched  on  the  trees,  with  their  backs  to  the  snn,  and  their 
wings  stretched  out  to  dry,  like  so  many  vessels  in  harbor,  spread- 
ing their  sails  after  a  shower. 

The  turkey-buuard  (vultor  aura,  or  golden  vulture),  when  on 
the  wing,  is  one  of  the  most  specious  and  imposing  of  birds.  Ita 
flight  in  the  upper  r^ions  of  the  air  is  really  sublime,  extending 
its  immense  wings,  aod  wheeling  slowly  and  majestically  to  aad 
fro,  seemingly  without  exerting  a  muscle  or  fluttering  a  feather, 
bnt  moving  by  mere  volition,  and  sailing  on  the  bosom  of  the  air, 
as  a  ship  upon  the  ocean.  Usurping  the  empyreal  realm  of  the 
eagle,  he  assumes  for  a  time  the  port  and  dignity  of  that  majestio 
bird,  and  often  is  mistaken  for  him  by  ignorant  crawlers  upon 
earth.  It  is  only  when  he  descends  from  the  clouds  to  pounce 
upon  carrion  that  he  betrays  his  low  propensities,  and  reveals  his 
caitiff  character.  Near  at  band  he  is  a  disgusting  bird,  ragged 
in  plumage,  base  in  aspect,  and  of  loathsome  odor. 

On  the  17tb  of  April  Mr.  Hunt  arrived  with  his  party  at  the 
station  near  the  Nodowa  River,  where  the  main  body  bad  been 
quartered  during  the  winter. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

The  weather  continued  r&iny  and  ungcnwl  for  some  days  after 
Mr.  Hunt's  return  to  Nodowa ;  yet  spring  was  rapidly  advanoing, 
and  vegetation  was  putting  forth  with  all  its  early  freshness  and 
beauty.  The  snakes  began  to  recover  from  their  torpor  and  crawl 
forth  into  day,  and  the  neighborhood  of  the  wintering  honM 
seems  to  have  been  much  infested  with  them.  Hr.  Bradbnry,  in . 
the  course  of  his  botanical  researches,  foand  a  surprising  number 
in  a  half  torpid  state,  under  flat  stones  upon  the  banks  which 
overhung  the  cantonment,  and  narrowly  escaped  being  struck  bj 
a  rattlesnake,  which  darted  at  him  from  a  cleft  in  the  rook,  bat 
fortunately  gave  him  warning  by  its  rattle. 

The  pigeons  too  were  filling  the  woods  in  vast  migrfttory 
flocks.  It  is  almost  incredible  to  describe  the  prodigious  flight*  of 
these  birds  in  the  western  wildernesses.  They  appear  absolutely 
in  clouds,  and  move  with  astonishing  velocity,  their  wings  maUng 
a  whistling  sound  as  they  fly.  The  rapid  evolutions  of  these 
flocks,  wheeling  and  shifting  suddenly  as  if  with  one  mind  and 
one  impulse  ;  the  flashing  changes  of  color  they  present,  as  their 
backs,  their  breasts,  or  the  under  part  of  their  wings  are  tamed 
to  the  spectator,  are  singularly  pleasing.  When  they  ali^t,  if 
on  the  ground,  they  cover  whole  acres  at  a  time ;  if  upon  trees, 
the  branches  often  break  beneath  their  weight.  If  suddenly 
startled  while  feeding  in  the  midst  of  a  forest,  the  noise  tbey 
make  in  getting  on  the  wing  is  like  the  ro&r  of  a  cat«raot  or  Aa 
sound  of  distant  thunder. 


GREAT   FLIGHT  OF   PIGEONS.  IBS 

A  flight  of  this  kihd,  like  &n  Eg^ptiui  flight  of  locoata, 
devoun  every  thing  that  seireB  for  its  food  u  it  fiasees  along. 
80  great  were  the  numbers  ia  the  vicinity  of  the  oamp  that  Hr. 
Bradbnry,  in  the  oonrBe  of  a  morning'B  excursion,  shot  nearly 
three  hundred  with  a  fowling-piece.  He  gives  a  onriooB,  though 
apparently  a  &ithfhl,  account  of  the  kind  of  diacipline  observed 
in  these  immense  flocks,  so  that  each  may  have  a  chance  of  pick- 
ing up  food.  As  the  front  ranks  must  meet  with  the  greateat 
abandanoe,  and  the  rear  ranks  must  have  scanty  pickings,  th« 
instant  a  rank  finds  itself  the  hindmost,  it  rises  in  the  air,  fliea 
over  the  whole  flock,  and  takes  its  place  in  the  advance.  Tli» 
next  rank  follows  in  its  course,  and  thus  the  last  is  oontinnaUy 
becoming  first,  and  all  hy  turns  have  a  front  place  at  the  banquet. 

The  rains  having  at  length  subsided,  Mr.  Hunt  broke  up  the 
encampment  and  resumed  his  coarse  up  the  Missouri. 

The  party  now  oonsisted  of  nearly  sixty  persons :  of  whom  five 
were  partners ;  one,  John  Reed,  was  a  clerk ;  forty  were  Cana- 
dian "voyageora,"  or  "atgagis,"  and  there  were  several  hunters. 
They  embarked  in  four  boats,  one  of  which  was  of  a  large  site, 
mounting  a  swivel  and  two  howitsers.  All  were  furnished  with 
masts  and  sails,  to  be  used  when  the  wind  was  euffioiently  favora- 
ble and  strong  to  overpower  the  current  of  the  river.  Such  waa 
the  case  for  the  first  four  or  five  days,  when  they  were  wafted 
steadily  up  the  stream  by  a  strong  southeaster. 

Their  encampmcots  at  night  were  often  pleasant  and  pictu- 
resijue  :  on  some  beautiful  bank,  beneath  spreading  trees,  which 
afforded  them  shelter  and  fuel.  The  tents  were  pitched,  the  fires 
made,  and  the  meals  prepared  by  the  voyageurs,  and  many  a  story 
was  told,  and  joke  passed,  and  song  sung,  round  the  evening  fire. 
All.  however,  were  asleep  at  an  early  hour.  Some  under  the 
tents,  others  wrapped  in  blankets  before  the  fire,  or  beneath  the 
trees  ;  and  some  few  in  the  boats  and  canoes. 


us 


On  the  28th,  they  brealcfasted  on  one  J>f  the  islands  which  li« 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Nebratika  or  Platt«  River  ;  the  largest  trib- 
atary  of  the  Missouri,  and  about  six  huodred  miles  above  its 
oonflucQcc  with  the  Mississippi  This  broad  but  shallow  stream 
flows  fur  an  immense  distance  through  a  wide  and  verdant  valley, 
scooped  out  of  boundless  prairies.  It  draws  its  main  supplies, 
by  several  forks  or  branches,  from  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The 
mouth  of  this  river  is  established  as  the  dividing  point  between 
the  upper  and  lower  Missouri ;  and  the  earlier  voyagers,  in  their 
toilsome  ascent,  before  the  introduction  of  steamboats,  considered 
one-half  of  their  labors  accomplished  when  they  reached  this  place. 
The  passing  of  the  mouth  of  the  Nebraska,  therefore,  was  equiva- 
lent among  boatmen  to  the  crossing  of  the  line  among  suIotb, 
and  was  celebrated  with  like  ceremonials  of  a  rough  and  waggish 
nature,  practised  upon  the  uninitiated  ;  among  which  was  the  old 
nautical  joke  of  shaving.  The  river  deities,  however,  like  those 
of  the  SCO,  were  to  be  propitiated  by  a  bribe,  and  the  inflioUonof 
these  rude  honors  to  be  parried  by  a  treat  to  the  adepts. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Nebraska  new  signs  were  met  with  of 
war  parties  which  had  recently  been  in  the  vicinity.  There  was 
the  frame  of  a  skin  canoe,  in  which  the  warriors  had  traversed 
the  river.  At  night,  also,  the  lurid  reflection  of  immense  fitoa 
hung  ill  tlic  sky,  showing  the  conflagration  of  great  tracts  of  the 
prairiupi.  Such  fires  not  being  made  by  hunters  ao  late  in  Hm 
season,  it  vaa  Kupposed  they  were  caused  by  some  wandering  mt 
parties.  These  often  take  the  precaution  te  set  the  pruriea  on 
fire  behind  thcin  to  coneeul  their  traces  from  their  onemiea.  This 
is  chiefly  done  when  the  party  has  been  unsuccessful,  and  is  OD  the 
retreat,  and  apprehensive  of  pursuit.  At  such  time  it  is  not  sftfe 
even  for  friends  to  fall  in  with  them,  as  they  are  apt  to  be  is 
savage  humor,  and  disposed  to  vent  their  spleen  in  oaprioiiHU 
outrage.     These  signs,  therefore,  of  a  band  of  maraoders  fOk 


DBSERTION  OF  TWO  HUNTEK8.  fj^ 

the  prowl,  OkUed  for  some  degree  of  vigilftnee  on  the  put  of  the 
tnrellerB. 

After  puaing  the  Nebraska,  the  puty  halted  for  put  of  two 
dkya  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  a  little  above  Fapillion  Creek,  to 
aiqtplf  themselves  with  a  stock  of  oara  and  polea  from  the  tough 
wood  of  the  ash,  which  is  not  met  with  higher  up  the  Missouri 
While  the  voyageors  were  thus  occupied,  the  naturalists  rambled 
over  the  adjacent  oountry  to  oolleot  plants.  From  the  summit 
of  a  range  of  blnfis  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  high,  the;  had  one  of  those  vast  and  mi^ 
^fioent  prospects  which  sometimee  nnfold  themselres  in  these 
boundless  regions.  Below  them  was  the  valley  of  the  Missooii, 
about  seven  miles  in  breadth,  clad  in  the  fresh  verdure  of  spring; 
enamelled  with  flowers  and  interspersed  with  clumps  and  groves 
<tf  noble  trees,  between  which  the  mighty  river  poured  its  turbu- 
lent and  turbid  stream.  The  interior  of  the  country  presented 
a  singular  scene  ;  the  immense  waste  being  broken  up  by  innu- 
merable green  bills,  not  above  eighty  feet  in  height,  but  extremely 
steep,  and  acutely  pointed  at  their  summits.  A  long  line  of 
bluffs  extended  for  upwards  of  thirty  miles,  parallel  to  the  Mis- 
souri, with  a  shallow  lake  stretching  along  their  base,  which  bad 
evidently  once  formed  a  bed  of  the  river.  The  surface  of  this 
lake  was  covered  with  a(|uatie  plants,  on  the  broad  leaves  of  which 
numberx  of  water-snakes,  drawn  forth  by  the  genial  warmth  of 
spring,  were  backing  in  the  sunshine. 

On  the  id  of  May,  at  the  usual  hour  of  embarking,  the  camp 
was  thrown  into  some  confusion  by  two  of  the  hunters,  named 
Harrington,  e.tprcssing  tlieir  intention  to  abandon  the  expedition 
and  return  home.  One  of  these  had  joined  the  party  in  the  pre- 
Pcdtng  autumn,  having  been  hunting  for  two  years  on  the  Mis- 
souri ;  the  other  had  engaged  at  8t.  Louis,  in  the  following  Maroh, 
and  had  come  up  from  thence  with  Mr.  Hunt     He  now  declared 


that  he  had  enlisted  merely  for  the  purpose  of  foflowiog  his 
brother,  and  persuading  him  to  retara ;  having  been  enjoined  to 
do  BO  by  his  mother,  whose  anxiety  had  bees  awakened  by  the 
idea  of  his  going  on  such  a  wild  and  distant  expedition. 

The  loss  of  two  stark  hunters  and  prime  riflemen  was  a  sen- 
ons  a&ir  to  the  party,  for  they  were  approaching  the  region 
where  they  might  expect  hostilities  from  the  Sionx ;  indeed, 
thronghout  the  whole  of  their  perilous  journey,  the  setrices  of 
such  men  would  he  all  important,  for  little  reliance  was  to  be 
placed  opon  the  Talor  of  the  Canadians  in  case  of  attack.  Hr. 
Hant  endeavored  by  arguments,  oipoatnlations,  and  entreatiesf 
to  shake  the  determination  of  the  two  brothers.  He  represented 
to  them  that  they  were  between  six  and  seven  hundred  miles 
above  the  month  of  the  Missouri ;  that  they  would  have  four 
hundred  miles  to  go  before  they  could  reach  the  habitation  of  a 
white  man,  throughout  which  thoy  would  be  exposed  to  all  kinds 
of  risks  ;  since  he  declared,  if  they  persisted  in  abandoning  htm 
and  breaking  their  ftuth,  he  would  not  furnish  them  with  a  single 
round  of  ammunition.  All  was  in  vain  ;  they  obstinately  peril- 
ed in  tlicir  resolution ;  whereupon,  Mr.  Hunt,  partly  incited  by 
indignation,  partly  by  the  policy  of  deterring  others  from  deser- 
tion, put  his  threat  in  execution,  and  left  them  to  find  their  way 
back  to  the  settlements  without,  as  he  supposed,  a  single  bullet  or 
charge  of  powder. 

The  boats  now  continued  their  slow  and  toilsome  oonrse  for 
several  days,  against  the  current  of  the  river.  The  late  signs 
of  roaming  war  parties  caused  a  vigilant  watch  to  be  kept  up  at 
night  when  the  crews  encamped  on  shore ;  nor  was  this  vigilance 
snpcrfloouH  ;  for  on  the  night  of  the  seventh  instant,  there  was  a 
wild  and  fearful  yell,  and  eleven  Sionx  warriors,  stark  naked, 
with  tomahawks  in  their  hands,  rushed  into  Uie  camp.  Th«y 
were  instantly  surrounded  and  seised,  whereupon  their  leadvr 
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fldled  ont  to  his  fDllowert  to  deiist  from  Mtj  violenos,  and  |»# 
tended  to  be  perfectly  paoifio  in  his  intentionB.  It  proved,  how- 
ever, that  Utey  were  a  part  of  the  war  party,  the  skeleton  ot 
wkoee  oanoe  had  been  aeen  at  the  month  of  the  river  PlatM,  an<l 
the  refieetion  of  whoM  flree  had  been  deeoried  in  the  ain  They 
had  been  disappointed  or  defeated  in  their  fitray,  and  in  their 
rage  and  mortification  these  eleven  warriors  had  "  devoted  their 
elothee  to  the  medioine."  This  ia  s  desperate  aot  of  Indian  lM«v«a 
iriien  foiled  in  war,  and  in  dread  of  loo^  and  Bneers.  In  snoh 
ease  they  sometimes  throw  off  their  clothes  and  ornaments,  de- 
vote themselves  to  the  O-reat  Spirit,  and  attempt  some  reckless 
esfdoit  with  which  to  cover  their  disgrace.  Woe  to  any  defene^ 
less  party  of  white  men  that  may  then  fall  in  their  way  I 

Snoh  was  the  explanation  given  by  Pierre  Dorian,  the  half- 
breed  interpreter,  of  this  wild  intmsion  into  the  camp  ;  and  the 
party  were  so  exasperated  when  apprised  of  the  sangninary  in* 
tentions  of  the  prisoners,  that  they  were  for  shooting  them  od 
the  spot  Mr.  Hnnt,  however,  exerted  his  usnat  moderation  and 
humanity,  and  ordered  that  they  should  be  conveyed  across  the 
river  in  one  of  the  boats,  threatening  them,  however,  with  certain 
death,  if  again  caught  in  any  hostile  aot. 

On  the  10th  of  Hay  the  party  arrived  at  the  Omaha  (pro- 
nounced Omawhaw)  village,  about  eight  hundred  and  thirty  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri,  and  encamped  in  its  neighbor- 
hood. The  village  was  situated  under  a  hill  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  consixtcd  of  about  eighty  lodges.  These  were  of  a 
circular  and  conical  form,  and  about  sixteen  feet  in  diameter ; 
being  mere  tents  of  dressed  buffalo  skins,  sewed  together  and 
stretched  on  long  poles,  inclined  towards  each  other  so  as  to 
cross  at  about  half  their  lieigbt.  Thus  the  naked  tops  of  the 
poles  diverge  in  such  a  manner  that,  if  they  were  covered  with 
skins  like  the  lower  ends,  the  tent  would  be  shaped  like  An  hour- 
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glue,  sad  present  the  appeannco  of  one  ooue  inverted  on  Hm 
apex  of  another. 

The  forma  of  Indian  lodges  are  worthy  of  attention,  each  tribe 
having  a  different  mode  of  shaping  and  arranging  them,  so  that 
it  IB  easy  to  tell,  on  seeing  a  lodge  or  an  encampment  at  a  dis- 
tance, to  what  tribe  the  inhabitants  belong.  The  exterior  of  the 
Omaha  lodges  have  often  a  gay  and  faaoiful  appearanoe,  being 
painted  with  undulating  bands  of  red  or  yellow,  or  decorated 
with  rude  figures  of  horses,  deer,  and  bufialoea,  and  with  human 
fitoea,  painted  like  full  moons,  four  and  five  feel  broad. 

The  Omahas  were  once  one  of  the  nomeTOns  and  powerM 
tribes  of  the  prairies,  vying  in  warlike  might  and  prowess  with 
the  Sioux,  the  Fawnces,  the  Sauks,  the  Konias,  and  the  latans. 
Their  wars  with  tho  Sioux,  however,  had  thinned  their  ranks,  and 
the  smallpox  in  1802  had  swept  off  two-thirds  of  their  number. 
At  the  time  of  Mr.  Hunt's  visit  they  still  boasted  about  two 
hundred  warriors  and  hunters,  but  they  are  now  fast  melting 
away,  and  before  long,  will  bo  numbered  among  those  eztin- 
guishcd  nations  of  the  west  that  exist  but  in  tradition. 

In  his  coTrespondencQ  with  Mr.  Astor,  from  thu  point  of  hi> 
journey,  Mr.  Hunt  gives  a  sad  account  of  the  Indian  tribes  bor- 
dering on  the  river.  They  were  in  continual  war  with  eaeh 
other,  and  their  wars  were  of  the  most  harassing  kind ;  conaiab- 
ing,  not  merely  of  main  conflicts  and  expeditions  of  moment, 
involving  the  sackings,  burnings  and  massacres  of  towns  and 
villages,  but  of  individual  acts  of  treachery,  murder,  and  cold- 
blooded cruelty ;  or  of  vaunting  and  foolhardy  exploits  of  single 
warriors,  cither  to  avenge  some  personal  wrong,  or  gain  the  vain- 
glorious trophy  of  a  scalp.  The  lonely  hunter,  the  wandering 
wayfarer,  the  poor  squaw  cutting  wood  or  gathering  oom,  waa 
liable  to  be  surprised  and  slaughtered.  In  this  way  tribes  wwe 
either  swept  away  at  once,  or  gradually  thinned  out,  and  §am|pB 
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lib  «aa  Barronndad  with  ooiutuit  horrors  luid  alamu.  Thkt  th* 
race  of  red  men  shoald  diminish  from  jettr  lo  yftsr,  and  bo  Cm 
should  survive  of  the  numerous  nstions  which  evidently  onoe 
peopled  the  vast  regions  of  the  west,  is  nMhing  surprising ;  it  ia 
rather  matter  of  surprise  that  so  many  should  survive ;  for  the 
existence  of  a  savage  in  these  parts  seems  little  better  than  m 
prolonged  and  all-besettiiig  death.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  caricature  of 
the  boasted  romance  of  feudal  times ;  chivalry  in  its  native  and 
uncultured  state,  and  knight-errantry  run  wild. 

In  their  more  prosperous  days,  the  Omahss  looked  upon 
themselves  as  the  most  powerful  and  perfect  of  human  beings,  and 
considered  all  created  things  as  made  for  their  peculiar  use  aa4 
benefit.  It  is  this  tribe  of  whose  chief,  the  famous  Wash-ing-gnh- 
sah-ba,  or  Blackbird,  such  savage  and  romantic  stories  are  told: 
He  had  died  about  ten  years  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Uunt'a 
party,  but  his  name  was  still  mentioned  with  awe  by  his  people. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  among  the  Indian  oKiefs  on  the  MisBoari 
to  deal  with  the  white  traders,  and  showed  great  Bagacity  in  levy 
ing  his  royal  dues.  When  a  trader  arrived  in  hiH  village,  he 
caused  all  his  goods  to  be  brought  into  bis  lodge  and  opened. 
From  these  he  selected  whatevy  suited  his  sovereign  pleasure ; 
blankets,  tobacco,  whisky,  powder,  ball,  beads  and  red  paint ;  and 
laid  the  articles  on  one  side,  without  deigning  to  give  any  com- 
pensation. Then  calling  to  bim  bis  lierald  or  crier,  be  would 
order  him  to  mount  on  top  of  the  lodge  and  aommon  all  the  tribe 
to  bring  in  their  peltries,  and  trade  with  the  white  man.  The 
lodge  would  soon  be  crowded  with  Indians  bringing  bear,  beaver, 
otter,  and  other  skins.  No  one  was  allowed  to  dispute  the  prices 
fixed  by  the  white  trader  upon  his  articles ;  who  took  care  to  in- 
demnify liiniself  five  times  over  for  the  goods  set  apart  bj  the 
chief  In  this  way  the  Blackbird  enriched  liimsclf,  and  enriched 
the  white  men,  and  become  exceedingly  popular  among  the  trader! 


of  the  Hiwoari.  Hia  people,  howerer,  were  not  equally  utisfied 
by  a  regulation  of  trade  which  worked  bo  manifestly  against 
them,  and  hegan  to  show  signs  of  discontent.  Upon  this  a  orafty 
and  unprincipled  tradlr  revealed  a  secret  to  the  Blackbird,  bj 
which  he  might  aeqoire  anbonnded  sway  over  his  ignorant  and 
auperstitions  subjects.  He  instructed  him  in  the  poisonous  qua- 
lities  of  arsenic,  and  fiimished  him  with  an  ample  supply  of  that 
baneful  dmg.  From  this  time  the  Blackbird  seemed  endowed 
with  supernatural  powers,  to  possess  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  to 
hold  the  disposal  of  life  and  death  within  his  hands.  Woe  to  any 
one  who  questioned  his  authority  or  dared  to  dispute  his  com- 
mands I  The  Blackbird  prophesied  his  death  within  a  certain 
time,  and  he  had  the  secret  means  of  verifying  hia  prophecy. 
Within  the  fated  period  the  offender  was  smitten  with  strange 
and  sudden  disease,  and  perbhed  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Every  one  stood  aghast  at  these  multiplied  examples  of  his  super- 
human might,  aad  dreaded  to  displease  so  omnipotent  and  vin- 
dictive a  being ;  and  the  Blackbird  enjoyed  a  wide  and  ondia- 
pnted  sway. 

It  was  not,  however,  by  terror  alone  that  he  ruled  his  people ; 
he  was  a  warrior  of  the  first  ordy,  and  his  exploits  in  arms  were 
the  theme  of  young  and  old.  His  career  bad  begun  by  faard- 
riiips,  having  been  taken  prisoner  by  the  Sioux,  in  early  youth. 
Under  bis  command,  the  Omahas  obtuned  great  oharaoter  for 
military  prowess,  nor  did  be  permit  an  insult  or  injury  to  one 
of  his  tribe  to  pass  unrevenged.  The  Pawnee  republioana  had 
inflicted  a  gross  indignity  on  a  favorite  and  distinguished  Omah» 
brave.  The  Blackbird  assembled  his  warriors,  led  them  against 
the  Pawnee  town,  attacked  it  with  irresistible  fury,  slaughtered 
a  great  number  of  its  inlt&bitants,  aud  burnt  it  to  the  ground. 
He  waged  fierce  and  bloody  war  against  the  Ottoes  for  many 
years,  until  peaoe  was  effected  between  them  by  the  mediation  of 
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Hie  wtdtes.  Fearless  in  battle,  and  fond  of  mgnaliiing  himefll^ 
lie  dauied  his  foUowera  hj  daring  acts.  In  attacking  a  Kama 
village,  he  rode  singly  ronnd  it,  loading  and  discharging  hisnfle 
at  the  inhabitants  as  he  galloped  past  them.  He  kept  np  invar 
the  same  idea  of  mysterious  and  sapematnral  power.  At  one 
time,  when  pursning  a  war  party  by  their  tracks  across  tfte 
prairies,  he  repeatedly  discharged  his  rifle  into  the  prints  made 
by  their  feet  and  by  the  hoofs  of  their  horses,  assnriiig  his  toL- 
lower*  that  he  would  thereby  cripple  the  fugitives,  so  that  they 
would  easily  be  overtaken.  He  in  &ct  did  overtake  them,  and 
destroyed  them  almost  to  a  man  ;  and  his  victory  was  considered 
miraenlons,  both  by  friend  and  foe.  By  these  and  similar  exploits, 
he  made  himself  tho  pride  and  boast  of  his  people,  and  became 
popular  among  them,  notwithstanding  his  death-denouncing  fiat 
With  all  hia  savaga  and  terrific  qualities,  be  was  sensible  of 
the  power  of  female  beauty,  and  capable  of  love.  A  war  party 
of  the  PoncaH  had  made  a  foray  into  the  lands  of  the  Omabas, 
and  carried  off  a  number  of  women  and  horses.  The  Blackbird 
was  roused  to  fury,  and  took  the  field  with  all  his  braves,  swear- 
ing to  "  eat  up  the  Ponon  nation," — the  Indian  threat  of  exter- 
minating war.  The  Foncas,  sorely  pressed,  took  refuge  behind 
a  mde  bulwark  of  earth  ;  but  the  Blackbird  kept  up  so  galling  a 
fire,  that  he  aemncd  likely  to  execute  hia  menace.  In  their 
extremity  they  sent  forth  a  herald,  bearing  the  calumet  or  pipe 
of  peace,  but  he  was  shot  down  by  order  of  the  Blackbird. 
Another  herald  was  sent  forth  in  similar  guise,  but  he  shared  a 
like  fate.  The  Fonca  chief  then,  as  a  last  hnpb,  arrayed  his 
beautiful  daughter  in  her  finest  ornaments,  and  sent  her  forth 
with  a  calumet,  to  sue  for  peaco.  The  charms  of  the  Indian  maid 
touched  the  atern  heart  of  tho  Blackbird  ;  he  accepted  the  pipe 
at  her  hand,  smoked  it,  and  frcAu  that  time  a  peace  took  place 
between  the  Poncas  and  the  Omahas. 


Thia  beautifdl  damael,  in  all  probability,  waa  the  fkvorits 
wife  whoae  fate  makes  so  tragic  an  incident  in  the  stor;  of  the 
Blackbird.  Her  ^-outh  and  beauty  had  gained  an  absolute  swaj 
over  his  rugged  heart,  so  that  he  distinguished  her  above  all  his 
other  wives.  The  habitual  gratification  of  his  vindictive  im- 
pulses, however,  had  taken  away  from  him  all  mastery  over  his 
passions,  and  rendered  bim  liable  to  the  most  furions  transports 
of  rage.  In  one  of  these  his  beautiful  wife  had  the  misfortune 
to  offend  him,  when  suddenly  drawing  his  knife,  he  laid  her  dead 
at  his  feet  with  a  single  blow. 

In  an  instant  his  froniy  was  at  an  end.  He  gaied  for  a 
time  in  mute  bewilderment  upon  his  victim ;  then  drawing  hia 
buffalo  robe  over  hia  bead,  be  sat  down  beside  the  corpse,  and 
remained  brooding  over  bis  crime  and  his  loss.  Three  days 
elapsed,  yet  the  chief  continued  silent  and  motionless ;  tasting 
no  food,  and  apparently  sleepless.  It  was  apprehended  that  he 
intended  to  starve  himself  to  death  ;  hia  people  approached  him 
in  trembling  awe,  and  entreated  bim  once  more  to  nnoover  his 
face  and  be  comforted ;  but  he  remained  unmoved.  At  length 
one  of  his  warriors  brought  in  a  small  child,  and  laying  it  on 
the  ground,  placed  the  foot  of  the  Blackbird  upon  its  neck.  The 
heart  of  the  gloomy  savage  was  touched  by  this  appeal ;  ha 
threw  aside  bis  robe;  made  an  harangue  upon  what  he  had 
done  j  and  from  that  time  forward  seemed  to  hare  thrown  the 
load  of  grief  and  remorse  from  his  mind. 

He  still  retained  his  fatal  and  mysterious  secret,  and  with  it 
his  terrific  power;  but,  though  able  to  deal  death  to  his  ene- 
mies, be  could  not  avert  it  from  himself  or  his  friends.  In  1802 
the  smallpox,  that  dreadfuf  pestilence,  which  swept  over  the  land 
like.a  fire  over  .the  prairie,  made  its  appearance  in  the  village  oi 
the  Omahas.  The  poor  savages  saw  with  dismay  the  ravages  of 
a  malady,  loathsome  and  agonising  in  its  details,  and  w^uoh  aet 
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Ae  ikOl  and  raperience  of  tbeir  iMiijiir«B  and  mediaine  men  it 
defianca  In  a  little  while,  two-thirds  of  the  population  war* 
fwflpt  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  the  doom  of  the  real 
■eeraed  sealed.  The  Btoioism  of  the  warriors  was  at  an  end; 
tkey  became  wild  and  desperate ;  some  set  fire  to  the  village  aa 
a  last  means  of  checking  the  pestilence;  others,  in  a  freniy  of 
despair  put  their  wives  and  children  to  death,  that  the;  migM 
be  spared  the  agonies  of  an  inevitable  disease,  and  that  thajr 
might  all  go  to  some  better  oonntry. 

When  the  general  horror  and  dismay  was  at  its  height,  tk* 
Blaekbird  liimself  was  stmek  down  with  the  malady.  The  poor 
savages,  when  they  saw  their  chief  in  danger,  forgot  their  owB 
miseries,  and  surronnded  his  dying  bed.  His  dominant  spirit, 
and  his  love  for  the  white  men,  were  evinced  b  his  latest  breath, 
with  which  he  designated  hie  place  of  sepnltnre.  It  was  to  be 
on  a  hill  or  promontory,  upwards  of  ftmr  hnndred  feet  in  height, 
overlooking  a  great  extent  of  the  Missonri,  from  whence  he  had 
been  aconstomed  to  wateh  for  the  barks  of  the  white  men.  The 
Misaouri  washes  the  base  of  the  promontory,  and  after  winding 
and  donbling  in  many  links  and  maaes  in  the  plain  below,  returns 
to  within  nine  hundred  yards  of  its  starting-place ;  so  that  for 
thirty  miles  navigating  with  sail  and  oar,  the  voyager  finds  fain- 
self  continually  near  to  this  singular  promontory  as  if  spell-bonnd. 

It  was  the  dying  command  of  the  Blackbird  that  hia  tomb 
should  be  upon  the  summit  of  this  hill,  in  which  he  should  be 
intorred,  scatod  on  liis  favorite  horse,  that  he  might  overlook  hb 
ancient  domain,  and  beholil  the  barks  of  the  white  men  as  they 
came  up  the  river  to  trade  with  his  people. 

His  dying  orders  were  foithfuUy  obeyed.  His  corpse  was 
placed  aHtridu  of  his  war-steed,  and  a  mound  raised  over  them  on 
the  summit  of  the  hill  On  top  of  the  mound  was  erected  a  ataS^ 
from  which  flattered  the  banner  of  the  chieftain,  and  the  soalpa 


that  he  had  taken  in  battle.  When  the  expedition  under  Hr. 
Bunt  visited  that  part  of  the  country,  the  staff  Btill  remained 
with  the  fragmentB  of  the  banner  ;  and  the  superstitions  rite  of 
placing  food  from  time  to  time  on  the  mound,  for  the  use  of  the 
deceased,  was  still  observed  by  the  Omsihas.  That  rite  has  since 
&llen  into  disuse,  for  the  tribe  itself  is  almost  extinct.  -  Yet  the 
Itill  of  the  Blackbird  continues  an  object  of  veneration  to  the 
wandering  savage,  and  a  landmark  to  the  voyager  of  the  Hissonri ; 
and  as  the  civilised  traveller  comes  within  sight  of  its  spell-bound 
crest,  the  mound  is  pointed  out  to  him  from  afar,  which  still 
incloses  the  grim  skeletons  of  the  Indian  warrior  and  his  horse. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

Wmi^  Hr.  Hunt  And  his  ptrty  were  Bojounuitg  at  the  rillige  of 
the  OmmhM,  three  Sioux  Indians  of  the  Yankton  Ahna  tribo 
armed,  bringing  nnplenaant  intelligenoe.  Xhe^  reported  that 
certain  baada  of  the  Sioux  Tetons,  who  inhabited  a  region  mai^, 
leagues  further  up  the  Missouri,  were  near  at  hand,  awaiting  tJw 
approach  of  the  party,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  opposing 
their  progress. 

The  Sioux  TetooB  were  at  that  time  a  sort  of  pirates  of  th« 
Missouri,  who  considered  the  well-freight«d  bark  of  the  Atnerioan 
trader  fair  game.  They  had  their  own  traffic  with  the  British 
merchantfl  of  the  northwest,  who  brought  them  regular  supplies 
of  merohandise  by  way  of  the  river  St.  Peter.  Being  thus  indo- 
pendent  of  the  Missouri  traders  for  their  supplies,  they  kept 
no  terms  with  them,  but  plundered  them  whenever  they  had  an 
opportunity.  It  haa  been  inainnated  that  they  were  prompt«d 
to  these  outrages  by  the  British  merchants,  who  wished  to  keep 
off  all  rivals  in  the  Indian  trade ;  but  others  allege  another  mo- 
tive, and  one  savoring  of  a  deeper  policy.  The  Sioux,  by  their 
intercourse  with  the  British  traders,  had  acquired  the  use  of  fire- 
arms, which  had  given  them  vast  superiority  over  other  tribea 
higher  up  the  Missouri.  They  bad  made  themselves  also,  in  a 
manner,  factors  for  the  upper  tribes,  supplying  them  at  second 
hand,  and  at  greatly  advanced  prices,  with  goods  derived  from 
the  white  men.  The  Sioux,  therefore,  saw  with  jealousy  tin 
American  traders  poshing  their  way  up  the  Missouri ;  foreseeing 


tlwt  the  upper  tribes  would  thus  be  relieved  from  all  dependence 
on  them  for  sapplies  ;  naj,  what  was  worse,  would  be  fnrniehed 
with  firearms,  and  elevated  into  formidable  rivals. 

We  have  already  alluded  to  a  case  in  which  Mr.  CrcK>ks  and 
Mr.  M'Lellan  had  been  interrupted  in  a  trading  voyage  by  these 
mffians  of  the  river,  and,  as  it  is  in  some  degree  connect«J  with 
cjronmstanoea  hereafter  to  be  related,  we  ahall  specify  it  more 
particntarly. 

About  two  years  before  the  time  of  which  we  are  treating, 
Grooka  and  M'Lellan  were  ascending  the  river  in  boats  with  a 
party  of  about  forty  men,  bound  on  one  of  their  trading  expedi- 
tions to  the  upper  tribes.  In  one  of  the  bends  of  the  river, 
where  the  channel  made  a  deep  cnrve  under  impending  banks, 
they  suddenly  heard  yells  and  shouts  above  them,  and  beheld  the 
cliffs  overhead  covered  with  armed  saVages.  It  was  a  band  of 
Sioux  warriors,  upwards  of  six  hundred  strong.  They  bran- 
dished their  weapons  in  a  menacing  manner,  and  ordered- the 
boats  to  turn  back  and  land  lower  down  the  river.  There  was 
no  disputing  these  commands,  for  they  had  the  power  to  shower 
destruction  upon  the  white  men,  withoot  risk  to  themselves. 
Crooks  and  M'Lellan,  therefore,  turned  back  with  feigned  alac- 
rity ;  and,  landing,  had  an  interview  with  the  Sioux.  The  latter 
forbade  them,  under  pain  of  exterminating  hostility,  from  attempt- 
ing to  proceed  up  the  river,  but  offered  to  trade  peacefully  with 
them  if  they  would  halt  where  they  were.  The  [tarty,  being  prin- 
cipally composed  of  voyageurs,  was  too  weak  to  contend  with  k 
superior  a  force,  and  one  bo  easily  augmented  ;  they  pretended, 
therefore,  to  comply  cheerfully  with  their  arbitrary  dictation,  and 
immediately  proceeded  to  cut  down  trees  and  erect  a  trading 
house.  The  warrior  band  departed  for  their  village,  which  wu 
abont  twenty  miles  distant,  U>  collect  objects  of  traffic ;  they  left 
•ix  or  eight  of  their  number,  however,  to  keep  watch  upon  the 
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white  men,  and  eoouta  were  oODtiDnallj  passing  to  and  fro  mth 
intelligenca. 

Mr.  Crooks  eaw  that  it  troald  be  impossible  to  prosecute  hia 
voyage  without  the  dauger  of  having  bis  boats  plundered,  nud  n 
gfval  part  of  hiis  men  massaored  :  he  deterwiried,  however,  not  to  bo 
■ntiralj  fnutrated  in  the  objeota  at  his  expedition.  While  he  octo- 
tinned,  therefore,  with  great  apparent  earnestnesa  and  aasidtd^, 
the  oonBtraotion  of  the  trading  house,  he  dispatched  the  konten 
»aA  tisppers  of  his  partj  in  a  canoe,  to  make  their  my  up  th* 
riret  to  the  original  plaoo  of  destination,  there  to  bnsj  themselTM 
IB  trapping  and  oollooting  peltries,  and  to  await  hia  arriTal  at. 
■ome  fatore  period. 

Aa  soon  as  the  detachment  had  liad  sufficient  time  to  asoend 
beyond  the  hostile  country  of  the  Sioux,  Mr.  Crooks  suddenly 
broke  up  his  feigned  trading  establishment,  embarked  his  man 
and  effocta,  and,  after  giving  the  astonished  rear-guard  of  BaTagea 
a  galling  and  indignant  message  to  take  to  their  conntrymen, 
pnahed  down  the  river  with  all  speed,  sparing  neither  oar  nor 
paddle,  day  nor  night,  until  fairly  beyond  the  swoop  of  theaa 
river  hawks. 

What  increased  the  irritation  of  JUessra.  Crooks  and  M'Lel- 
Uu  at  this  mortifying  check  to  their  gainful  enterprise,  was  tha 
information  that  a  rival  trader  was  at  the  bottom  of  it ;  the  Sionx, 
it  is  said,  having  been  instigated  to  this  outrage  by  Mr.  Manuel 
Lisa,  the  leading  partner  and  agent  of  the  Missouri  Fur  Com- 
pany, already  mentioned.  This  intelligence,  whether  true  or 
false,  HO  roused  the  fiery  temper  of  M'Lellan,  that  he  swore,  if 
ever  be  fell  in  with  Lisa  in  the  Indian  country,  he  would  shoot 
him  on  the  spot ;  a  mode  of  redreus  perfectly  in  unison  with  the 
character  of  the  man,  and  the  code  of  honor  prevalent  beyond 
the  frontier 

If  Crooks  and  M'Lellan  had  been  exasperated  by  the  insolent 
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iaot  of  the  Sioux  Tetons,  and  the  loss  which  it  had  occasioDcd, 

se  freebooters  had  been  no  less  indignaut  at  being  outwitted 
the  white  men,  and  disappointed  of  their  anticipated  gains, 

it  was  apprehended  they  would  be  particularly  hostile  against 
A  present  expedition,  when  they  should  learn  that  these  gentle- 
len  were  engaged  in  it. 

All  these  causes  of  uneasiness  were  ocmeealed  as  BUMh^lui 
possible  from  the  Canadian  Toyageurs,  lest  they  should  boewaa 
intimidated ;  it  was  impossible,  howeyer,  to  prerent  the  numtni 
■brought  by  the  Indians  from  leaking  out^  and  they  beoan(B  n)t 
jeets  of  gossiping  and  exaggeration.  The  ohief  of  the.  (hmbMi 
too,  on  returning  from  a  hunting  excursion,  wpariBi.  that  tno 
men  had  been  killed  some  distance  above,  by  a  band  of  Siqv^ 
This  added  to  the  fears  that  already  began  to  \te  exeitad.  Xbe 
Toyageurs  pictured  to  tiiemselyes  bands  of  fierce  warrion  4rti^ 
tioned  along  each  bank  of  the  rirer,  by  whom  they  would  bo  met 
posed  to  be  shot  down  in  their  boats :  or  lurking  hordM|  who 
would  set  on  them  at  nighty  and  massacre  them  in  ihm  enoaai^ 
ments.  Some  lost  heart,  and  proposed  to  return,  rather  tibi^ii 
fight  their  way,  and,  in  a  manner,  run  the  gauntlet  through  tfco 
country  of  these  piratical  marandem.  In  &et^  three  mon  de- 
serted while  at  this  village.  Luckily,  their  place  was  sn^^liod  1^ 
three  others  who  happened  to  be  there,  and  who  were  pnevaiM 
on  to  join  the  expedition  by  promises  of  liberal  pay,  and  bj  j^eiw 
fitted  out  and  equipped  in  complete  style. 

The  irresolution  and  discontent  visible  funong  soma  of  hjp 
people,  arising  at  times  almost  to  mutiny,  and  the  oooanonal 
deaertions  which  took  place  while  thus  among  friendly  tribee,  and 
within  reach  of  the  frontiers,  added  greatly  to  the  anxieliee  of 
Mr.  Hunt^  and  rendered  him  eager  to  press  forward  and  leave,  a 
hostile  tract  behind  him,  so  that  it  would  be  as  perilous  to 
as  to  keep  on,  and  no  one  would  dare  to  desert 
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^  Aocordingly.  on  the  15th  nf  May  he  departed  from  the  Tillage 
of  the  Onuihiis.  an-l  set  forward  tiiwards  tbo  country  of  the  fonni- 
4ablo  Sionx  Tetone.  For  the  first  fivo  dajs  they  had  n  fair  and 
'fresh  br(>e£e,  nod  tho  boata  made  good  progress.  The  wind  than 
Wmo  ahead,  and  the  river  beginning  to  rise,  and  to  increase  in 
im])idity.  betolienei)  the  ouniineocemeut  of  the  annnal  flood,  caused 
bj  the  melting  of  the  drow  on  the  Rocky  Moantains,  and  the  ver- 
bal rains  of  the  upper  prairies. 

As  they  were  now  entering  a  region  nhore  foes  might  be  lying 
bt  wait  on  either  bank,  it  was  determined,  in  hunting  for  game,  to 
soufinc  themselves  principally 'to  the  islands,  which  cometimea  ex- 
tend to  considerable  length,  and  are  l^'nutifuHv  wooded,  affording 
■imudant  pasturage  and  shade  On  one  of  these  ihey  killed  three 
bo&loea  and  two  elka,  and,  halting  on  the  edge  of  s  beantifnl 
prmirie,  m^de  a  samptnouB  hunter's  repast.  They  h&d  not  long 
resumed  their  boats  and  pulled  along  the  river  banks,  when  thej 
dosoried  a  canoe  approaching,  navigated  by  two  men,  whom,  to 
their  Rurprise,  they  aecertttined  to  be  white  men.  They  prbred 
to  be  two  of  those  strange  and  fe&rlesa  wanderers  of  the  wilder- 
ness, the  trappers.  Their  names  were  Benjamin  Jones  and 
Alexander  Carson.  They  had  been  for  two  years  past  banting 
and  trapping  near  the  head  of  the  Missouri,  and  were  thus  float- 
ing for  thousands  of  miles  in  a  cockle  shell,  down  a  turbulent 
Btream,  through  regions  infested  by  savage  tribes,  yet  apparently 
as  easy  and  anconcerncd  as  if  navigating  securely  in  the  midst  of 
civil  iiation. 

The  acquisition  of  two  such  hardy,  experienced,  and  dauntlesa 
hunters  was  peculiarly  desirable  at  the  present  moment.  They 
needed  but  little  persuasion  The  wilderness  is  the  home  of  the 
trapper;  like  the  sailor,  he  cares  but  lit^  to  which  point  of  tha 
oompass  be  steers ;  and  Jones  and  Carson  readily  abandoned 
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their  Toyage  to  Si  Loais,  and  turned  their  fiwjei  tonrda  tiw 
Bocky  MoaDtainB  and  the  Pacific. 

The  two  DatnraliatB,  Mr.  Bradbary  and  Mr.  Nuttall,  who  bad 
joined  the  expedition  at  St.  Louis,  stiil  Kooompanied  it,  and  pnr- 
aned  their  researohee  on  all  oocKsions.  Mr.  Nntt&ll  seems  to 
have  been  esolaaively  devoted  to  hia  soieutific  pursnits.  He  was 
a  leaiouB  botanist,  and  all  bis  enthnsiasm  was  awakened  at  be- 
holding a  new  world,  as  it  were,  opening  npon  him  in  the  bonnd- 
lees  prairies,  clad  in  the  vernal  and  variegated  robe  of  unknown 
flowers.  Whenever  the  boats  landed  at  meal  times,  or  for  any 
temporary  purpose,  he  would  spring  on  shore,  and  set  out  on  a 
hunt  for  new  specimens.  Every  plant  or  flower  of  a  rare  or 
unknown  species  waa  eagerly  seised  as  a  prise.  Delighted  with 
the  treasures  spreading  themselves  out  before  him,  he  went  grop- 
ing and  stumbling  along  among  a  wilderness  of  sweets,  forgetfiil 
of  every  thing  but  hia  immedi&te  parsnit,  and  had  often  to  be 
sought  after  when  the  boats  were  about  to  resume  their  course. 
At  such  times  he  would  be  found  far  off  in  the  prairies,  or  up  the 
course  of  some  petty  stream,  laden  with  plants  of  all  kinds. 

The  Canadian  voyagenrs,  who  are  a  class  of  people  that 
know  nothing  out  of  their  immediate  line,  and  with  constitu- 
tional levity  make  a  jest  of  any  thing  they  cannot  understand, 
were  extremely  pussled  by  this  passion  for  collecting  what  they 
considered  mere  useless  weeds.  When  they  saw  the  worthy  bota- 
nist coming  back  heavy  laden  with  his  specimens,  and  treasoring 
them  up  as  carefully  as  a  miser  would  his  hoard,  they  nsed  to 
make  merry  among  themselves  at  his  expense,  regarding  him  as 
some  whimsical  kind  of  madman. 

Mr.  Bradbury  was  less  exclusive  in  his  tastes  and  habits,  and 
combined  the  hunter  sad  sportsman  with  the  naturalist  He 
took  his  rifle  or  his  fowling-piece  with  him  in  his  geological 
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resourctes,  confunacd  to  tbe  liard;  and  rugged  habits  of  tliu 
■Hen  around  hiui,  and  of  courae  gaiiit'd  favor  iu  their  cycB.  He 
liad  u  strong  relinh  for  incident  and  adventure,  was  curious  Id 
observing  savage  manners,  and  i«avage  life,  and  ready  (u  join  any 
hunting  or  utter  pseurninn.  Even  now,  that  tbe  expedition  was 
prooeoding  through  m  dangeraiu  naighborhood,  be  ooald  not 
flheok  hiB  propenaitj  to  nunble.  Haring  obseired,  od  tfa«  er*- 
■ing  of  Uie  22d  of  Hay,  Uiat  the  river  ahead  made  a  great  beoj 
iriiiah  would  take  up  the  navigation  of  the  following  day,  ha 
determined  to  profit  by  the  oircnmstaoce.  On  the  morning  cf 
the  23d,  therefore,  inatead  of  embarking,  he  filled  his  shot-pongh 
«iUi  parched  oom,  for  provisions,  and  set  off  to  cross  the  neq^ 
on  foot  and  meet  the  boats  in  tbe  afternoon  at  the  opposite  side 
of  the  bend.  Mr.  Hunt  felt  nneasy  at  his  venturing  thus  aloM, 
and  reminded  bim  that  he  was  in  an  enemy's  country ;  but  Ux. 
Bradbury  made  light  of  the  danger,  and  started  off  cheerily  upon 
his  ramble.  His  day  was  passed  pleasantly  in  travereing  a 
beantifnl  tract,  making  botanioal  and  geological  researches,  tad 
observing  tbe  habits  of  an  extensive  village  of  prairie  dogs,  tt 
which  he  made  several  ineffeotnal  ehota,  without  considering  the 
risk  he  run  of  attraoting  the  attention  of  any  savages  that  might 
be  lurking  in  the  neighborhood.  In  fact  he  had  totally  forgotten 
the  Sioux  Tetons,  and  all  the  other  perils  of  tbe  country,  when, 
about  tbe  middle  of  the  afternoon,  aa  he  stood  near  the  river 
bauk,  and  was  looking  out  for  the  boat,  he  suddenly  felt  a  band 
laid  on  hia  shoulder  Starting  and  turning  round,  he  beheld  a 
naked  savage  with  a  bow  bent,  and  the  arrow  pointed  at  hia 
breast.  In  an  instant  his  gun  was  levelled  and  his  hand  upon 
the  lock.  Tbe  Indian  drew  his  bow  still  further,  but  forbore  to 
launch  the  shaft.  Mr.  Bradbury,  with  admirable  presence  irf 
mind,  reflected  that  the  savage,  if  hostile  in  his  intents,  would 
Lave  shot  him  without  giving  him   a  chance  of  defence ;   he 
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pftosed,  therefore,  and  held  out  his  hand.  The  other  todc  it  in 
rign  of  friendship,  and  demanded  in  the  Osage  language  whether 
he  was  a  Big  Knife,  or  Amcrioan.  He  annwercd  in  the  affirmft- 
tive,  and  inquired  whether  the  other  were  n  Sioux.  To  his 
groat  relief  he  foond  that  he  was  a  Ponca.  By  this  time  two 
other  Indians  came  ninning  up,  and  all  throe  laid  hold  of  Mr. 
Bradbnry  and  Beemed  dispoxed  to  compel  him  to  go  off  with 
them  among  the  hills.  Be  resisted,  and  sitting  down  on  a  mnd 
hill  contrived  to  amuse  them  with  a  pocket  compass.  When  the 
noveltj  of  this  was  exhausted  they  again  seiied  him,  but  he  now 
produced  a  small  microscope.  This  new  wonder  again  fixed  the 
attention  of  the  eavages,  who  have  far  more  ourioaiiy  than  it 
hu  been  the  cnstom  to  allow  them.  While  thus  engaged,  one 
of  them  snddenly  leaped  up  and  gave  a  war-whoop.  The  huid 
of  the  hardy  naturalist  was  again  on  his  gnn,  and  he  woa  pr^ 
pared  to  make  battle,  when  the  Indian  pointed  down  the  river 
and  revealed  the  tme  oanse  of  his  yell.  It  was  the  mast  of  one 
of  the  boats  appearing  above  the  low  willows  which  bordered  the 
stream.  Mr.  Bradbury  felt  infinitely  relieved  by  the  Bight. 
The  Indians  on  their  part  now  showed  signs  of  apprehension, 
■nd  wore  disposed  to  mn  away ;  hut  he  assured  them  of  good 
treatment  and  something  to  drink  if  they  would  oooompaiiy 
him  on  board  of  the  boats.  They  lingered  for  a  time,  bnt  dis- 
appeared before  the  boats  came  to  land. 

On  the  following  morning  they  appeared  at  the  camp  accom- 
panied by  several  of  their  tribe.  With  them  came  also  a  white 
man,  who  annoonced  himself  as  a  messenger  bearing  missives  for 
Ur.  Hunt.  In  fact  he  brought  a  letter  from  Mr.  Manuel  Lisa,  part- 
ner and  agent  of  the  Missouri  Fur  Company.  As  has  already 
been  mentioned,  this  gentleman  was  going  in  search  of  Mr.  Henrj 
and  his  party,  who  had  been  dislodged  from  the  forks  at  tbe 
HiBBonri  by  the  Blackfeet  Indians,  and  hod  shifted  his  poit 
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Mtnewhcre  beyood  the  Ruakj  Moautaius.  Mr.  Li^a  bad  left  St. 
Louis  three  weeks  after  Mr,  Hunt,  nnd  having  hetvrd  of  the  hos- 
tile intuutiouB  of  the  Siuux,  had  made  the  greatest  exertions  to 
overtake  hiui.  that  thoy  might  pass  through  the  dangerous  |mrt 
of  the  ri?er  together.  He  hud  twenty  stout  oarsmen  in  his  sisnice, 
aid  th^  plied  their  oara  flo  vigoroosiy,  that  he  had  reaohed  tbe 
OMiaha  village  just  four  dftjB  ail«r  the  departnre  of  Mr.  Hunt. 
from  this  place  he  dispatched  the  meaaenger  in  qaeation,  tnul- 
iug  to  his  overtaking  the  bargm  as  they  toiled  up  againat  tbo 
■taeam,  and  were  delayed  by  the  windings  of  the  river,  Tbe 
psrport  of  his  letter  wm  to  estreat  Mr.  Hant  to  wut  nntil  he 
oovld  come  up  with  him,  that  they  might  unite  their  forees  and 
be  a  protection  to  each  other  i&  their  perilous  course  through  the 
country  of  the  Sioux.  In  bet,  ks  it  was  afterwards  ascertained, 
Lisa  was  apprehensive  that  Mr.  Hunt  would  do  him  some  ill 
office  with  the  Sioux  bands,  securing  his  own  passage  through 
their  country  by  pretending  that  he  with  whom  they  were  aoou- 
tamed  to  trade,  was  on  his  way  to  them  with  a  plentifnl  supply 
of  goods.  He  feared,  too,  that  Crooks  and  M'Lellan  would  take 
this  opportunity  to  retort  upon  him  the  perfidy  which  they 
accused  him  of  having  used,  two  years  previously,  among  theatt 
very  Sioui.  In  this  respect,  however,  he  did  them  signal  injna- 
tice.  There  was  no  each  thing  as  covert  design  or  treachery  in 
their  thought ;  but  M'Lellan,  when  he  heard  that  Lisa  was  on  his 
way  up  the  river,  renewed  his  open  threat  of  shooting  him  the 
moment  he  met  him  on  Indian  land. 

The  representations  made  by  Crooks  and  M'Lellan  of  the 
treachery  they  had  experienced,  or  fancied,  on  the  part  of  Lisa, 
had  great  weight  with  Mr  Hunt,  especially  when  he  recollected 
the  obstacles  that  had  been  thrown  in  his  own  way  by  that  gen- 
tleman at  St.  Louis  He  doubted,  therefore,  the  fair  dealing  of 
Idsa,  and  feared  that,  should    they  enter    the   Sioux  country 


together,  the  latter  might  make  use  of  hie  infiuenoe  with  that 
tribe,  aa  he  had  in  the  cose  of  Crooks  and  M'Lellen,  nad  instigate 
them  to  oppose  his  progress  up  the  river. 

He  sent  back,  therefore,  an  answer  calculated  to  beguile  laaa, 
assuring  him  that  he  would  wait  for  him  at  the  PoncaB  village, 
which  was  but  a  little  distance  in  advance ;  but,  no  sooner  had 
the  messenger  departed,  than  he  pushed  forward  with  all  dili- 
gence, barely  stopping  at  the  village  to  procure  a  supplj  of  dried 
hufialo  meat,  and  hastening  to  leave  the  other  partj  as  for  behind 
as  possible,  thinking  there  was  less  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
open  hostility  of  Indian  foes,  than  &om  the  quiet  strategy  of  an 
Indian  trader. 
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It  was  nbnut  noon  when  the  party  left  the  Poncns  village,  nbout 
ft  league  Ifejrond  which  they  parsed  the  mouth  of  tbe  Quiconrt,  or 
Rapid  River,  (oalled,  in  tiie  original  French,  tEau  Qui  Court.) 
After  hftviug  proceeded  some  diatauce  further,  they  landed,  and 
encamped  for  the  night.  In  the  evening  camp,  the  vajageurs 
gossiped,  a»  usual,  over  tho  events  of  the  daj ;  and  CHpccialljr 
over  iutelligence  picked  up  among  the  Poucns.  These  IndiaOB 
had  cniifirmed  the  previous  reports  of  the  lioslilc  intentions  ttl 
the  Sioux,  and  had  assured  them  that  five  tribes,  or  bands,  of  that 
fierce  nation  were  actually  asaembled  higher  np  the  river,  and 
waiting  to  eut  them  off.  This  evening  gossip,  and  the  terrific 
ttories  of  Indian  warfare  to  whieli  it  gave  rise,  produced  a  strong 
effect  upon  the  imaginations  of  the  irresolute ;  and  in  the  mora- 
ing  it  was  discovered  that  the  two  men,  who  had  joined  the  party 
at  the  Omaha  village,  and  been  so  bounteously  fitted  out,  had  de- 
serted in  the  course  of  the  night,  carrying  with  them  all  their 
equipments  As  it  was  known  that  one  of  them  could  not  swim, 
it  was  hopcci  that  the  banks  of  the  Quicourt  River  would  bring 
them  to  a  halt.  A  general  pursuit  was  therefore  tOBtitutcd,  but 
without  success. 

On  the  following  morning,  (May  26th,)  as  they  were  all  on 
shore,  breakfasting  on  one  of  the  beautiful  banks  of  tbe  river, 
they  observed  two  canoes  descending  along  the  opposite  side.  By 
the  aid  of  spyglasses,  they  ascertained  that  there  were  two  white 
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men  in  one  of  the  canoes,  and  one  in  tlic  other  A  gan  was  Ha- 
charged,  which  called  the  attention  of  the  voyagers,  who  crossed 
over.  They  proved  to  be  three  Kentucky  hunters,  of  the  tme 
"dreadnought"  stamp.  Their  names  were  Edward  Robinson, 
John  Hoback,  and  Jacob  Rizner.  Robinson  was  a  veteran  back- 
woodman,  sixty-aiz  years  of  age.  He  had  been  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Kentucky,  and  engaged  in  many  of  the  conflicts  of  the 
Indians  on  "  Tlie  Bloody  Ground."  In  one  of  these  battles  he 
bad  been  scalped,  and  he  still  wore  a  handkerchief  bound  round 
his  head  to  protect  the  part.  These  men  had  passed  several 
years  in  the  upper  wildcrnest!.  They  bad  been  In  the  service  of 
the  Missouri  Company  under  Mr.  Henry,  and  bad  crossed  the 
Rocky  Mountains  with  him  in  the  preceding  year,  when  driven 
from  bis  post  on  the  Missouri  by  the  ho.stilities  of  the  Blackfeet. 
After  crossing  the  mountains,  Mr  Henry  had  established  him- 
self on  one  of  the  head  branches  of  the  Columbia  River.  Thcro 
they  had  remained  with  Inni  for  some  months,  bunting  and  trap- 
ping, until,  having  satisfied  their  wandering  propensities,  they  felt 
disposed  U)  return  to  the  families  and  comfortable  homca  which 
they  had  left  in  Kentucky.  They  had  accordingly  made  their 
way  back  across  the  mountains,  and  down  the  rivers,  and  were  in 
full  career  for  St.  Louis,  when  thus  suddenly  interrupted.  The 
Bight  uf  a  powerful  party  of  traders,  trappers,  hunters,  and  voya- 
geurs,  well  armed  and  eijuipped,  furnished  at  all  points,  in  high 
health  and  spirits,  and  bamiueting  lustily  on  the  green  mar^n  of 
the  river,  was  a  spcclncle  ei^ually  stimulating  to  these  veteran 
backwoodmen  with  the  glorious  array  of  a  canipaigning  army  to 
au  old  soldier ;  but  when  they  learned  the  grand  scope  and  extent 
of  the  enterprise  in  band,  it  was  irresistible  :  homes  and  foniilies, 
and  all  the  charms  of  green  Kentucky  vanished  from  thar 
thoughts ;  they  cast  loose  their  canoes  to  drift  down  the  strewn, 
wad  joyfully  enlisted  tn  the  baudof  adventorers.     They  engaged 
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on  simtlar  Urms  with  some  of  thu  other  hunters.  Tbo  company 
wna  to  fit  thcTH  out,  and  keep  them  supplied  with  the  requiBitd 
equipments' a,Dd  manitionii,  and  tbey  were  to  yield  ono-half  of  the 
prodnce  of  their  hantiog  and  trapping. 

The  addition  of  three  Biicb  ataneli  recruits  waa  extremely 
aeocptdhle  at  tbix  dangerous  part  of  the  riTcr.  The  knowledge 
of  the  coontry  which  they  had  aoqnired,  also,  in  their  journeya 
and  hunting  excnrsions  along  the  rivers  and  among  the  Rooky 
Mountsins,  was  ail  importimt ;  in  fact,  the  information  derived 
irom  them  induced  Mr.  Hunt  to  alter  his  future  coarse.  He  had 
Ititherto  intended  to  proceed  by  the  route  taken  by  Lewis  and 
Clarke  in  their  famous  exploring  expedition,  ascending  the  Mis- 
souri to  its  forks,  and  thence  going,  by  land,  across  the  moUQ- 
t«tDB.  These  men  informed  him,  however,  tliat  on  taking  that 
course  he  would  have  to  pass  through  the  country  infostad  by 
the  savage  tribe  of  the  Blackfeet,  and  would  bo  exposed  to  their 
hmtilitiea  ;  tlicy  beiug,  as  Las  already  boco  observed,  exasperated 
to  deadly  animosity  against  the  whites,  on  account  of  the  death 
ef  one  of  their  tribe  by  the  hands  of  Captain  Lewis  Tbey  ad- 
vised him  rather  to  pursue  n  route  more  to  the  southward,  being 
tbe  same  by  which  they  had  returned.  This  would  oarry  them 
over  the  mountains  about  where  the  head  waters  of  the  Platto 
mod  the  Tellowetoue  take  their  rise,  at  a  place  much  more  t»aj 
and  practicable  than  that  where  Lewis  and  Clarke  had  crossed. 
In  pursuing  this  course,  also,  he  would  pass  through  a  country 
abounding  with  game,  where  he  would  have  a  better  chance  of 
procuring  a  c<mstant  supply  of  provisions  than  by  the  other 
route,  and  would  run  less  risk  of  molestation  from  the  Blackfeet 
Should  he  adopt  this  advice,  it  would  be  better  for  him  to  aban- 
don the  river  at  the  Aricnra  town,  at  which  he  would  arrive  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days.  As  the  Indians  at  that  town  possessed 
horaea  in  abundance,  he  might  purchase  a  soffioienl  number  of 


them  for  his  great  jonmey  overUad,  vliioh  would  eommenoe  Kt 
tiutt  place. 

After  reflecting  on  this  advice,  and  consulting  with  his  aaao- 
oiatcB,  Mr,  Hunt  came  to  the  determination  to  follow  the  route 
thus  pointed  out,  in  which  the  hunters  engaged  to  pilot  him. 

The  party  continued  their  voyage  with  delightful  May  weather. 
The  prairies  bordering  on  the  river  were  gayly  painted  with  innu- 
merable flowers,  eihibiting  the  motley  confusion  of  colors  of  a  Tur- 
key carpet.  The  beautiful  islands  also,  on  which  they  oooamonally 
halted,  presented  the  appearance  of  mingled  grove  and  garden. 
The  trees  were  often  covered  with  clambering  grape-vines  in 
hlossom,  which  perfumed  the  air.  Between  the  stately  masaea  of 
the  groves  were  grassy  lawns  and  glades,  studded  with  flowers,  or 
interspersed  with  rose-bnshes  in  fiill  bloom.  These  islands  were 
often  the  resort  of  the  buffalo,  the  elk,  and  the  antelope,  who  had 
made  innumerable  paths  among  the  trees  and  thickets,  which  had 
the  eficct  of  the  mazy  walks  and  alleys  of  parks  and  shrubberiee. 
Sometimes,  where  the  river  passed  between  high  banks  and  bln&, 
the  roads,  made  by  the  tramp  of  buffaloes  for  many  agea  along 
the  face  of  the  heights,  looked  like  so  many  well-travelled  high- 
ways. At  other  places  the  banks  were  banded  with  great  veins 
of  iron  ore,  laid  bare  by  the  abrasion  of  the  river.  At  one  place 
the  course  of  the  river  was  nearly  in  a  straight  line  for  abont 
fifteen  niilca.  The  banks  sloped  gently  to  its  margin,  withffnt  a 
single  tree,  but  bordered  with  grass  and  herbage  of  a  vivid  green. 
Along  each  bank,  for  the  whole  fifteen  miles,  extended  a  stripe, 
one  hundred  yards  in  breadth,  of  a  deep  rusty  brown,  indioating 
an  inexhaustible  bed  of  iron,  through  the  centre  of  which  the 
Missouri  had  worn  its  way.  Indications  of  the  continuaaoe  of 
this  bed  were  afterwards  observed  higher  np  the  river.  It  is,  in 
&ct,  one  of  the  mineral  magazines  which  nature  has  provided  in 
the  heart  of  this  vast  realm  of  fertility,  and  which,  in  ooaoaD- 
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tion  with  the  immense  beds  of  ookl  ou  the  same  river,  saom  gar- 
nered up  as  the  elemeatB  of  the  fiitare  wealth  and  power  o£  tbB 
might  J  West. 

The  sight  of  these  miQeral  treasuree  greatly  excited  the  curi- 
osity of  Mr  Brudbury,  and  it  waa  tantalizing  to  him  to  be  checked 
in  his  Boientifio  researches,  and  obliged  to  for^o  his  usual  ram- 
Mea  on  shore ;  bnt  they  were  now  entering  the  fated  oonnbrjr  of 
the  Sioux  Telons,  in  which  it  waa  dangerous  to  wander  abont 
unguarded. 

This  country  extends  for  some  days'  journey  along  the  riror, 
and  oonsistB  of  vast  prairiea,  here  and  there  diyeTsified  bj  awn- 
ing hills,  and  out  up  t^  ravines,  the  ohannels  of  tnrbid  ntrnwi 
in  the  rainy  Beaaons,  but  almost  destitute  of  water  during  the 
heats  of  Bonuner.  Here  and  there,  on  the  sides  of  the  hills,  or 
along  the  alluvial  borders  and  bottoms  of  the  ravinea,  are  grOTM 
and  skirts  of  forest ;  bnt  for  the  most  part  the  country  presented  to 
the  eye  a  boandleaa  waste,  covered  with  herbage,  but  without  treoL 

The  soil  of  this  immense  region  is  strongly  impregnated 
with  sulphur,  copperas,  alum,  and  glaaber  salts ;  its  Tarions 
earths  impart  a  deep  tinge  to  the  streams  which  drun  it,  and 
these,  with  the  crumbling  of  the  banks  along  the  Hiasouri,  give 
to  the  waters  of  that  river  much  of  the  coloring  matter  inkh 
which  they  are  clouded. 

Over  this  voat  tract  the  roving  bands  of  the  Sioux  Tetons 
hold  their  vagrant  sway ;  subsisting  by  the  chase  of  the  buSdo, 
the  elk,  the  deer,  and  the  antelope,  and  waging  ruthless  warfare 
with  other  wandering  tribes. 

As  the  boats  made  their  way  up  the  stream  bordered  by  this 
land  of  danger,  many  of  the  Canadian  voyageurs,  whose  fears  had 
been  awakened,  would  regard  with  a  distruatful  eye  the  bound- 
less waste  extending  on  each  side.  All,  however,  was  silent,  and 
apparently  untenanted  by  a  human  being.    Now  and  then  a  haid 
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of  deer  would  be  wen  feeding  tr&nqtiilly  among  the  flowerj  her> 
bagn,  or  b  line  of  bnffaloea,  like  ft  oaravsn  on  its  march,  moring 
■oroSB  the  distant  profile  of  the  prairie.  The  Ganadiana,  however, 
began  to  apprehend  an  ambnsh  in  ererj  thicket,  and  to  regard 
tii«  broad,  tnoquil  plain  as  a  sailor  eyes  some  shallow  and  perfi- 
dious sea,  which,  though  smooth  and  sale  to  the  eye,  oonoeals  the 
lurking  rook  or  treacherous  shoal.  The  very  name  of  a  Sionx 
became  a  watchword  of  terror.  Not  an  elk,  a  wolf,  or  any  other 
animal,  could  appear  on  the  hills,  but  the  bo&ta  resoanded  with 
^olamations  from  stem  to  stem,  "voiialet  Sioux  T'  "voUa  ks 
Sioux  !"  (there  are  the  Sionx  I  there  are  the  Sioux  I)  Wfaenerer 
it  was  practicable,  the  night  encampment  was  on  some  ieUad  in 
the  centre  of  the  stream. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3l8t  of  Hay,  as  the  traTellers  were 
brealcfasting  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  the  usual  alarm  was 
given,  bat  with  more  reason,  as  two  Indians  actually  made  their 
appearance  on  a  bluff  on  the  opposite  or  northeast  side,  and 
harangued  them  in  a  loud  voice.  As  it  was  tmpoaeible  at  that 
distance  to  distingnish  what  they  said,  Mr.  Hunt,  after  brcak&st, 
crossed  the  river  with  Pierre  Dorion,  the  interpreter,  and  ad- 
vanced boldly  to  converse  with  them,  while  the  rest  remained 
watching,  in  mute  suspense,  the  movements  of  the  parties.  As 
soon  as  Mr.  Hunt  landed,  one  of  the  Indians  disappeared  behind 
the  hill,  but  shortly  reappeared  on  horseback,  and  went  aoouring 
off  across  the  heights.  Mr.  Hunt  held  some  conference  with  the 
remaining  savage,  and  then  recrossed  the  river  to  his  party. 

These  two  Indians  proved  to  be  spies  or  soonts  of  >  luge  war 
party  encamped  about  a  league  ofi^  and  Dumbering  two  hundred 
and  eighty  lodges,  or  about  six  hundred  warriors,  of  three  diSeiv 
ent  tribes  of  Sionx ;  the  Yangtons  Ahna,  the  Tetona  Bois-bmW) 
and  the  Tetons  Min-na-kine-aiio.  They  expected  dtulj  to  b« 
reinforoed  liy  two  other  tribes,  and  had  been  waiting  elarsn  dnys 
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trade  of  the  white  mea  with  their  enemiea  tbe  Ariek&rM,  Mf^. 
dmm,  uid  Hinalareea.  The  Indian  who  had  galloped  off  oa 
horaabaok  had  gone  to  gire  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  partf, 
so  thmt  they  might  now  look  ont  for  eome  fierce  eoeneswith  thoM 
piratical  saTagea,  of  whom  thej  had  reoeived  M  many  fbrmidiJia 
seeonnts. 

The  party  braoed  np  their  spirits  to  the  encounter,  and  n- 
emharking,  pnlled  reiolntely  ap  (he  stream.  An  island  for  aam» 
tine  intervened  between  tiiem  and  the  opposite  side  of  the  riverf 
bat  on  clearing  the  upper  end,  they  came  in  fail  view  of  th» 
hostile  shore.  There  was  a  ridge  of  hills  down  whiob  the  BkT* 
ages  were  pouring  in  great  numbers,  some  on  honebaok,  and 
Bcnne  on  foot  Reoonnoitering  them  with  tbe  aid  of  glasses,  thsgr 
perceired  that  they  were  all  in  warlike  amy,  painted  and  dea9> 
rated  for  battle.  Their  weapons  were  bows  and  arrows,  and  » 
few  short  carbines,  and  most  of  tbem  had  round  shields.  Aho- 
getber  they  had  a  wild  and  gallant  appearance,  and,  taki^ 
possession  of  a  point  which  commanded  tbe  river,  ranged  tb^- 
aelres  along  tbe  bank  as  if  prepared  to  dispute  tbeir  passage. 

At  sight  of  this  formidable  front  of  war,  Ur.  Hunt  and  bia 
fompaniona  held  counsel  together.  It  was  plain  that  the  rumore 
they  bnd  heard  were  correct,  and  the  Sioux  were  determined  to 
oppose  their  progress  by  force  of  arms.  To  attempt  to  elude 
them  aud  continue  along  the  river  was  ont  of  the  question.  The 
strength  of  the  roid-cnrrent  was  too  violent  to  be  withstood,  and 
the  boata  were  obliged  to  ascend  along  tbe  river  banks.  ThoM 
banks  were  often  high  and  perpendicular,  affording  the  savages 
frequent  stations,  from  whence,  safe  themselves,  and  almost  on- 
seen,  they  might  shower  down  tbeir  missiles  upon  the  boats  bekrW) 
and  retreat   at  mil,  without    danger   from   pursuit.      Notkmg 


appuentij  remained,  therefore,  but  to  Gght  or  tnm  back.  Tho 
Sioux  Ear  outnombered  them,  it  is  true,  but  their  own  party  was 
tibont  sixty  strong,  well  armed  uid  supplied  with  ammunition  ; 
and,  beside  their  guns  and  rifles,  they  had  a  swivel  and  two  how- 
itiere  mounted  in  the  boats.  Should  they  succeed  in  breaking 
Hue  Indian  force  by  one  vigorous  aasanlt,  it  wae  likely  they  would 
be  deterred  from  making  any  future  attack  of  consequenoe.  The 
fighting  alternative  was,  therefore,  instantly  adopted,  and  the 
boats  pulled  to  shore  nearly  opposite  to  the  hostile  foroe.  Here 
the  arms  were  all  examined  and  .put  in  order.  The  swivel  and 
howitzers  were  then  loaded  with  powder  and  discharged,  to  let 
the  savages  know  by  the  report  bow  formidably  they  were  pro- 
vided. The  noise  echoed  along  the  shores  of  the  river,  and  must 
have  startled  the  warriors,  who  were  only  accustomed  to  sharp 
reports  of  rifles.  The  same  pieces  were  then  loaded  with  aa  many 
bullets  as  they  would  probably  bear  ;  after  which  the  whole  party 
embarked,  and  pulled  acrosB  the  river.  The  Indians  remuood 
watching  them  in  silence,  their  painted  forms  and  visages  glaring 
in  the  sun,  and  their  feathers  fluttering  in  the  breese.  The  poor 
Canadians  eyed  them  with  rueful  glances,  and  now  and  then  a 
fearful  ejaculation  would  escape  tbem.  "Parbleu  I  this  is  a  sad 
scrape  we  are  in,  brother  !"  would  one  mutter  to  the  next  oars- 
man. '■  Aye,  aye  !"  the  other  would  reply,  "  we  are  not  going  to 
a  wedding,  my  friend  !" 

When  the  boats  arrived  within  rifle  shot,  the  hunters  and 
other  fighting  personages  on  board  seised  their  weapons,  and 
prepared  for  action.  As  they  rose  to  fire,  a  confusion  took  place 
among  the  savages.  Tbej  displayed  their  buffalo  robes,  mised 
them  with  both  hands  above  their  heads,  and  then  spread  them 
before  them  on  the  ground.  At  sight  of  this,  Pierre  Dorion 
eagerly  cried  out  to  the  party  not  to  fire,  as  this  movement  was 
a  peaceful  signal,  and  an  invitation  to  a  parley.     Immediatelj 
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dweended  to  the  edge  of  the  river,  lighted  »  fire,  seated  them- 
mItob  in  ft  Bemioirole  roond  it,  and,  diaplajing  the  calumet,  ia- 
Tited  the  part;  to  land.  Hr.  Hont  now  called  «  oounoil  of  tha 
partners  on  board  of  his  boat.  The  qnestion  was,  whether  to  trait 
to  the  amicable  orerturea  of  these  ferooioui  people  1  It  was  d»- 
tannined  in  the  affirmative ;  for,  otherwise,  there  was  no  alter- 
native  but  to  fight  them.  The  main  body  of  the  party  were 
ordered  to  remain  on  board  of  the  boate,  keeping  within  shot) 
and  prepared  to  fire  in  case  of  any  signs  of  treachery ;  while  Hr. 
Hvnt  and  the  other  partners  (M'Kencie,  Crooks,  Miller,  and 
H'Lellan,)  proceeded  to  land,  accompanied  by  the  inUrpreter 
and  Mr.  Bradbury.  The  chiefs,  who  awaited  them  on  the  mar- 
gin of  the  river,  remained  seated  in  their  semicircle,  without 
stirring  a  limb  or  moving  a  muscle,  motionless  as  so  many 
statues,  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  companions  advanced  withont  hesi* 
tation,  and  took  their  seats  on  the  sand  so  as  to  complete  the 
circle.  The  band  of  warriors  who  lined  the  banks  above  stood 
looking  down  in  silent  groups  and  clusters,  some  ostentatiously 
equipped  and  decorated,  others  entirely  naked,  hut  fiintaatically 
painted,  and  all  variously  armed. 

The  pipe  of  peace  was  now  brought  forward  with  due  cere- 
mony. The  bowl  was  of  a  species  of  red  stone  resembling 
porphyry ;  the  stem  was  six  feet  in  length,  decorated  with  tufts 
of  horac-hair  dyed  red.  The  pipebearer  stepped  within  the 
circle,  lighted  the  pipe,  held  it  towards  the  sun,  then  towards 
the  different  points  of  the  compass,  after  which  he  handed  it  to 
the  principal  chief  The  latter  smoked  a  few  whi%,  then, 
holding  the  head  of  the  pipe  in  his  hand,  offered  the  other  end 
to  Mr.  Hunt,  and  to  each  one  successively  in  the  circle.  When 
all  had  smoked,  it  was  considered  that  an  assurance  of  good 
faith  and  amity  had  been  interchanged.     Mr.  Hunt  now  made  a 
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speech  in  French,  which  was  interpreted  as  he  proceeded  bj 
Pierre  Dorion.  He  informed  the  Sioux  of  the  real  objeot  of  the 
expedition,  of  himself  and  his  companions,  which  was,  not  to 
trade  with  any  of  the  tribes  np  the  river,  hut  to  cross  the  moun- 
tains to  the  great  salt  lake  in  the  west,  in  searoh  of  some  of 
their  brothers,  whom  they  had  not  seen  for  eleven  months. 
That  he  bad  heard  of  the  intention  of  the  Sioux  to  oppose  his 
passage,  and  was  prepared,  as  the;  might  see,  to  effect  it  at 
all  haiards ;  nevertheless,  bis  feelings  towards  the  Sioux  were 
friendly,  in  proof  of  which  he  bad  brought  them  a  present  of 
tobacco  and  corn.  So  saying,  he  ordered  about  fifteen  earottes 
of  tobacco,  and  as  many  bags  of  com,  to  be  brought  from  the 
boat  and  laid  in  a  heap  near  the  council  fire. 

The  sight  of  these  presents  mollified  the  chieftain,  who  hftd, 
doubtless,  been  previously  rendered  considerate  by  the  resolute 
conduct  of  the  white  men,  the  judicious  disposition  of  their  little 
armament,  the  complctencsB  of  their  equipments,  and  the  eompsct 
array  of  battle  which  tliey  presented.  He  nude  a  speech  in  re- 
ply, in  which  he  stated  tbe  object  of  their  hostile  assembUge^ 
which  had  been  merely  to  prevent  supplies  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion from  going  to  the  Arickarae,  Mandans,  and  Minatareea,  widi 
whom  they  were  at  war ;  bnt  being  now  convinced  that  the  purty 
were  carrying  no  supplies  of  the  kind,  bnt  merely  prooeeding  in 
quest  of  their  brotbors  beyond  the  mountains,  they  would  not 
impede  them  in  their  voyage.  He  concluded  hj  thuiking  Aem 
for  their  present,  and  advising  them  to  encamp  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  as  he  had  some  yonng  men  among  his  warriors 
lor  whose  discretion  he  oould  not  be  answerable,  and  who  might 
be  troublesome. 

Here  coded  the  conference :  they  all  arose,  shook  bands,  and 
parted.  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  companions  re-embarked,  and  1^ 
boats  proceeded  on  their  oourse  unmolested. 
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Oh  the  kftemoon  of  the  fbllowing  dsy  (June  lat)  thej  krriTed  Bt 
tke  grest  bend,  where  the  mer  winds  for  about  thirty  miles 
round  s  oiroulsr  peninanU,  the  neck  of  which  is  not  abore  two 
tlumauid  jtrda  aoross.  On  the  snoceeding  morning,  at  an  early 
bonr,  they  descried  two  Indians  standing  on  a  high  bank  of  tb« 
river,  waving  and  spreading  their  bnfialo  robes  in  signs  of  amitj*. 
They  immediately  pulled  to  shore  and  landed.  On  approaching 
tfce  savages,  however,  the  latter  showed  evident  symptoms  of 
kUnn,  spreodiag  out  their  arms  boricontaUy,  according  to  their 
mode  of  supplicating  clemency.  The  reason  was  soon  ezpltuned. 
They  proved  to  be  two  chiefs  of  the  very  war  party  that  bad 
broaght  Messrs.  Crooks  and  M'Lellan  to  «  stand  two  years  hf- 
ton,  and  obliged  them  to  escape  down  the  river.  They  ran  to 
embrace  these  gentlemen,  as  if  delighted  to  meet  with  them  ;  yet 
they  evidently  feared  some  retaliation  of  their  past  misoondnety 
Bor  were  they  quite  at  ease  nntil  the  pipe  of  peace  had  been 
smoked. 

Mr.  Hunt  baving  been  informed  that  the  tribe  to  which  these 
men  belonged,  bad  hilled  lliree  white  men  during  the  preceding 
summer,  reproached  them  with  the  crime,  and  demanded  their 
reasons  for  such  savage  hostility.  "  We  kill  white  men,"  replied 
one  of  the  chiefs,  "  because  white  men  kill  us.  That  very  man," 
added  he.  pointing  to  Carson,  one  of  the  new  recruits.  "  killed 
one  of  our  brothers  last  Bummer.  The  three  white  men  wer« 
slain  to  avenge  bis  death." 
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The  abief  was  correct  in  his  repl;.  Carson  admitted  thct, 
being  with  a  party  of  Arickaras  on  the  banks  of  the  MiBBonii, 
and  seeing  a  war  party  of  Sioux  on  the  opposite  side,  he  had 
fired  witli  his  rifle  across.  It  was  a  random  shot,  made  without 
much  expectation  of  efi'ect,  for  the  river  was  fall  half  a  mile  in 
breadth.  Unluckily  it  brought  down  a  Sioux  warrior  for  whose 
wanton  destruction  threefold  vengeance  had  been  taken,  aa  has 
been  stated.  In  this  way  outrages  are  frequently  committed  on 
the  natives  by  thooghtleaa  or  mischievoua  white  men ;  the  In- 
dians retaliate  according  to  a  law  of  their  code,  which  requires 
blood  for  blood  ;  their  act,  of  what  with  them  ia  pious  vengeanoey 
resounds  throughout  the  land,  and  is  represented  as  wanton  and 
unprovoked ;  the  neighborhood  is  roused  to  arms  ;  a  war  ensues, 
which  ends  in  the  destruction  of  half  the  tribe,  the  ruin  of  the 
rest,  and  their  expulsion  from  their  hereditary  homes.  Such  is 
too  often  the  real  history  of  Indian  warfare,  which  in  geneni  is 
traced  up  only  to  some  vindictive  act  of  a  savage ;  while  the 
outrage  of  the  sconndrel  white  man  that  provoked  it  is  sunk  in 
silence. 

The  two  ohie&,  having  smoked  their  pipe  of  peaee  and  re- 
ceived a  few  presents,  departed  well  satisfied.  In  a  little  while 
two  others  appeared  on  horseback,  and  rode  up  abreast  of  Mia 
boats.  They  had  seen  the  presents  given  to  their  eomradea,  but 
were  dissatisfied  with  them,  and  came  after  the  boats  to  ask  for 
more.  Being  eomewhst  peremptory  and  insolent  in  their  do- 
mands,  Mr.  Hunt  gave  them  a  flat  refusal,  and  tiireatened,  if 
they  or  any  of  their  tribe  followed  him  wiUi  similar  demands,  to 
treat  them  as  enemies.  They  turned  and  rode  off  in  a  fiirioMS 
passion.  As  he  was  ignorant  what  force  these  chiefs  might  hare 
behind  the  hills,  and  as  it  was  very  possible  they  might  take  ad- 
vantage of  some  pass  of  the  river  to  attack  the  boats,  Mr.  Hunt 
called  all  stragglers  on  board  and  prepared  for  snob  a 
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It  «u  KgraAd  that  tiie  luge  bmt  commuidad  b;  Mr.  Hunt, 
riwald  Moend  Along  the  northeut  side  of  the  rirer,  and  the  three 
^Bkller  boats  along  the  sonth  side.  By  this  arrangement  esob 
party  would  command  a  Tiew  of  the  oppoeite  heights  above  the 
beads  and  ont  of,  the  sight  of  tbeir  oompanions,  and  ooold  give 
tke  alarm  should  tiiey  perceive  any  Indians  lurking  tbera  Tbe 
Ngnal  of  alarm  was  to  be  two  shots  fired  in  quick  snooesston. 

The  boats  proceeded  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day  withont 
■eeing  any  signs  of  an  enemy.  About  four  o'olook  in  the  after- 
noon tbe  large  boat,  commanded  bj  Hr.  Hnnt,  oame  to  where 
Qm  river  was  divided  by  a  long  sand-bar,  whioh  apparently,  bow- 
ever,  1^  a  sufficient  channel  between  it  and  the  shore  along 
whioh  they  were  advancing.  He  kept  up  this  channel,  therefore, 
for  some  distance,  until  the  water  proved  too  shallow  for  the 
boat  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  to  put  about,  return  down  the 
channel,  and  pull  round  the  tower  end  of  the  sand-bar  into  the 
mun  stream.  Joat  as  be  had  given  orders  to  this  effect  to  hb 
men,  two  signal  gons  were  fired  from  the  boats  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river.  At  the  same  moment  a  file  of  savage  warriors 
was  observed  pouring  down  from  the  impending  bank,  and  gather* 
ing  on  the  shore  at  the  lower  end  of  the  bar.  They  were  evi- 
dently a  war  party,  being  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  battle 
clube  and  carbines,  and  round  bucklers  of  buffalo  hide,  and  their 
naked  bodies  were  painted  with  black  and  white  stripes.  The 
natural  inference  was,  that  they  belonged  to  the  two  tribes  of 
Sioux  which  had  been  expected  by  the  great  war  party,  and  that 
they  had  been  incited  to  hostility  by  the  two  chiefs  who  had  been 
enraged  by  the  refusal  and  the  menace  of  Mr.  Hunt.  Here  then 
was  a  fearful  predicament,  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  crew  seemed 
caught,  as  it  were,  in  a  trap.  The  Indians,  to  tbe  number  of 
about  a  hundred,  had  already  taken  poasession  of  a  point  near 
which  the  boat  would  have  to  pass :  others  kept  pouring  down 


the  bank,  tuid  it  was  probable  that  aome  wonld  remain  posted  on 
the  top  of  the  height. 

The  hazardous  situation  of  Mr.  Hunt  was  perceived  by  those 
in  the  other  boats,  and  thej'  liastened  to  his  assistance.  They 
were  at  some  distance  above  the  ssod-bar,  however,  and  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  saw,  with  intense  anitety,  the 
number  of  savages  continually  augmenting,  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  channel,  so  that  the  boat  would  be  exposed  to  a  fearful  attack 
before  they  oould  render  it  any  assistance.  Their  anxiety  ia- 
oreased,  as  they  saw  Hr.  Hunt  and  his  party  descending  the 
ehannel  and  dauntlessly  approaching  the  point  of  danger  ;  bat  it 
suddenly  changed  into  surprise  on  beholding  the  boat  pass  close 
by  the  savage  horde  unmolested,  and  steer  out  aafely  into  Iho 
broad  river. 

The  noxt  moment  the  Whole  band  of  warriors  was  in  motion. 
They  ran  along  the  bank  until  thoy  were  opposite  to  the  boats, 
then  throwing  by  their  weapons  and  buffalo  robes,  plunged  into 
the  river,  waded  and  swam  off  to  the  boats  and  surrounded  them 
in  crowds,  seeking  to  shako  hands  with  every  individual  on 
board  ;  for  the  Indians  have  long  since  found  this  to  be  the  while 
man's  token  of  amity,  and  they  carry  it  to  an  extreme. 

All  uneasiness  was  now  at  an  end.  The  Indians  proved  to 
be  a  war  party  of  Arickaras,  Mandans  and  Minnetarees,  oonaiat- 
ing  of  three  hundred  warriors,  and  bound  on  a  foray  against  the 
Sioux.  Their  war  plans  were  abandoned  for  the  present,  and 
they  determined  to  return  to  the  Arickara  town,  where  they 
hoped  to  obtain  from  the  white  men  arms  and  ammuaitlon  that 
wonld  enable  them  to  take  the  Geld  with  advantage  over  their 


The  boats  now  sought  the  first  convenient  place  for  encamp- 
ing. The  tents  were  pitched ;  (he  warriors  fixed  their  camp  at 
abont  a  hundred  yards  distant ;  previsions  were  fornished  from 
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to  aoffioient  fur  «U  -pMJtiw ;  tiiuninm  kmaiij  thuygh  nuha 
■  in  both  camps,  Mkd  in  the  erening  the  red  warriors  en- 
tartuDed  their  white  frieods  with  daooea  and  BOQgs,  Uiat  lasted 
Bstil  after  midiught 

Oa  the  following  moming  (July  3)  the  travellerB  re-embarked, 
aid  took  a  temporary  leave  of  their  Indian  friends,  who  intended 
to  prooeed  immediately  for  the  Ariokara  town,  where  they  ex.- 
peoted  to  arrive  in  three  days,  long  before  the  boats  ooold  reaoh 
there.  Hr.  Hunt  had  not  proceeded  far  before  the  chief  ofne 
galloping  along  the  ahore  and  made  signs  for  a  parley.  He.  wid, 
Us  people  could  not  go  home  satisfied  uuleas  they  had  something 
to  bike  with  them  to  prove  that  they  had  met  with  the  white  meoi 
Hr.  Hunt  understood  the  drift  of  the  speech,  and  made  the  chief 
a  present  of  a  cask  of  powder,  a  bag  of  balls,  and  three  doien  of 
knives,  with  which  he  was  highly  pleased.  While  the  chief  was 
receiving  these  presents  an  Indian  came  running  along  the  shoie^ 
and  annouueed  that  a  boat,  filled  with  whit«  men,  was  coming  up 
the  river.  This  was  by  no  means  agreeable  tidings  to  Mr.  Hun^ 
who  correctly  concluded  it  to  be  the  boat  of  Mr.  Manuel  Lisa ; 
and  he  was  vexed  to  find  that  alert  and  adventurous  trader  upos 
his  heels,  whom  he  had  hoped  to  have  out-manceuvred,  and  left 
&r  behind.  Lisa,  however,  was  too  much  experienced  in  the 
wiles  of  Indian  trade  to  be  lulled  by  the  promise  of  waiting  for 
him  at  the  Poucas  village  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  allowed  him- 
self no  repose,  and  had  strained  every  nerve  to  overtake  the  rival 
party,  and  availing  himself  of  the  moonlight,  had  even  sailed 
during  a  considerablo  part  of  the  night.  In  this  be  was  partly 
prompted  by  bis  apprebeosiona  of  the  Sioux,  baviog  met  a  boat 
which  baJ  probably  passed  Mr.  Hunt's  party  in  the  night,  and 
which  had  been  fired  into  by  these  Bavagea. 

On  hearing  that  Lisa  was  so  near  at  hand,  Mr.  Hunt  per- 
OMved  that  it  was  useless  to  attempt  any  longer  to  evade  him ; 
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after  prooeetUng  &  few  miles  farther,  therefore,  he  oame  to  ft  halt 
and  wuted  for  him  to  come  up.  In  a  little  while  the  barge  of 
Lisa  made  its  appearance.  It  came  Bwcepiag  gently  up  the  river, 
manned  by  ite  twenty  stout  oarsmen,  and  armed  by  a  Bwivel 
mounted  at  the  bow.  The  whole  number  on  board  amounted  to 
twenty-eiz  men ;  among  whom  was  Mr.  Henry  Breobenridge,  that 
a  young,  enterprising  man;  who  was  a  mere  passenger,  tempted 
by  notions  of  curiosity  to  accompany  Ur.  Lisa.  He  haa  siooe 
made  himself  known  by  varioufi  writing,  among  which  may  be 
noted  a  narrative  of  this  very  voyage. 

The  approach  of  Lisa,  while  it  was  r^;arded  with  uneuinau 
by  Mr.  Hunt,  roused  the  ire  of  M'Lellan ;  who  calling  to  mind 
old  grievances,  bc^an  to  look  round  for  his  rifle,  as  if  he  really 
intended  to  carry  his  threat  into  execution  and  shoot  him  on  the 
apot ;  and  it  was  with  some  difficjilty  that  Hr.  Hunt  was  enabled 
to  restrain  hia  ire,  and  prevent  a  scene  of  outrage  and  confusion. 

The  mee^g  between  the  two  leaders,  thus  mutually  distnut- 
fal,  could  not  be  very  cordial ;  and  as  to  Messrs.  Crooks  and 
U'Lellan,  though  they  refruned  from  any  outbreak,  yet  they 
regarded  in  grim  defiance  their  old  rival  and  nnderplolter.  In 
truth,  a  general  distrust  prevailed  throughout  the  party  oonoem- 
ing  Lisa  and  his  intentions.  They  considered  him  artful  and 
slippery,  and  secretly  anxious  for  the  &ilure  of  their  expedition. 
There  being  now  nothing  more  to  be  apprehended  from  tiie  Sioox, 
they  suspected  that  Lisa  would  take  advantage  of  his  twenty- 
oared  barge  to  leave  them  and  get  first  among  the  Arickaras.  As 
be  had  traded  with  those  people  and  posaesBed  great  influence 
over  them,  it  was  feared  he  might  make  use  of  it  to  impede  the 
business  of  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  party.  It  was  resolved,  therefore, 
to  keep  a  sharp  look-out  upon  his  movements ;  and  U'Lellan 
■wore  that  if  he  saw  the  least  sign  of  treachery  on  Us  part,  he 
would  instantly  put  his  old  threat  into  exeoation. 


TBZ  RAGB  OP  PIERRE  DOEION.  ''NlM 

NotwHhBbmdiiig  tkma  seoret  jeslonsieB  ind  heart-barnings, 
the  two  partiee  maintained  an  ontward  appearance  of  oiviUty,  and 
for  two  daya  continued  forward  in  company  with  some  degree  of 
harmonj.  On  the  third  day,  hovever,  an  explosion  took  place, 
•od  it  was  prodoced  by  no  less  a  personage  than  Pierre  Dorion, 
the  half-breed  interpreter.  It  will  be  recollected  that  this  worthy 
had  been  obliged  to  steal  a  march  from  St.  Lonis,  to  avoid  being 
arrested  for  an  old  whisky  debt  which  he  owed  to  the  Hissottri 
Fur  Company,  and  by  which  Mr  Lisa  had  hoped  to  prevent  bis 
enlisting  in  Mr.  Hunt's  expedition.  Dorion,  since  the  arrival  of 
Lisa,  had  kept  aloof  and  regarded  him  with  a  sullen  and  dogged 
aspect.  Od  the  fifth  of  Jnly  the  two  parties  were  brought  to  a 
halt  by  a  heavy  rain,  and  remained  encamped  about  a  hundred 
yards  apart.  In  the  course  of  the  day  Lisa  undertook  to  tamper 
with  the  faith  of  Pierre  Dorion,  and,  inviting  him  on  board  of  hia 
boat,  regaled  him  with  his  favorite  whisky.  When  he  thought 
him  sufficiently  mellowed,  he  proposed  to  him  to  quit  the  service 
of  his  new  employers  and  return  to  hb  old  allegiance.'  Finding 
him  not  to  be  moved  fay  soft  words,  he  called  to  mind  his  old 
debt  to  the  company,  and  threatened  to  carry  bim  off  by  force,  tn 
payment  of  it.  The  mention  of  this  debt  always  stirred  up  the 
gall  of  Pierre  Dorion,  bringing  with  it  the  remembraace  of  the 
whisky  extortion.  A  violent  quarrel  arose  between  him  and 
Lisii,  and  he  left  the  boiit  in  high  dudgeon.  Hia  first  step  was 
to  repair  tii  tlie  tout  of  Mr.  Hunt  and  reveal  the  attempt  that 
had  been  made  to  shake  his  faith.  While  he  was  yet  talking 
Lisa  entered  the  tent,  under  the  pretext  of  coming  to  borrow  a 
towing  lino.  High  words  instantly  endued  between  him  and 
Dorion,  which  ended  by  the  half-breed's  dealing  him  a  blow.  A 
<piarrcl  in  the  '■  Indian  country,"  however,  is  not  to  bo  settled 
with  fisticufTs.  Lisa  immediately  rushed  to  hia  boat  for  a  weapon. 
Dorion  snatched  np  a  pair  of  pistols  belonging  to  Mr.  Hunt,  and 


pUoed  Humself  in  battle  uray.  The  noise  had  ronsed  the  camp, 
and  every  one  preBsed  to  know  the  -cause.  Lisa  now  reappeared 
upon  the  field  with  a  knife  stuck  in  his  girdle.  Mr.  Breckenridge, 
who  had  tried  in  vain  to  mollify  his  Ire,  accompanied  him  to  the 
scene  of  action.  Pierre  Dorion's  pistols  gave  him  the  advantage, 
and  he  maintained  a  moat  warlike  attitude.  In  the  meantime, 
Orooks  and  H'Lellan  had  learnt  the  cause  of  the  affray,  and  wer« 
each  eager  to  take  the  quarrel  into  their  own  hands.  A  scene  of 
uproar  and  hnbbnb  ensned  that  defies  description.  H'Lellan 
would  have  brought  his  rifle  into  play  and  settled  all  old  and  new 
gmdges  by  a  pull  of  the  trigger,  had  he  not  been  restrained  faj 
Hr.  Hunt.  That  gentleman  acted  as  moderator,  endeavoring  to 
prevent  a  general  mel^ ;  in  the  midst  of  the  brawl,  however,  aa 
expression  was  made  nse  of  by  Lisa  derogatory  to  his  own  honor. 
In  an  instant,  the  tranquil  spirit  of  Hr.  Hunt  waa  in  a  flame. 
He  now  became  as  eager  for  fight  as  any  one  on  tho  ground,  and 
challenged  Lba  to  settle  the  dispute  on  the  spot  with  {Hstols. 
Lisa  repaired  to  his  boat  to  arm  himself  for  the  deadly  fend. 
He  was  followed  by  HesBrs,  Bradbury  and  Breckenridge,  who, 
novices  in  Indian  life  and  the  "chivalry"  of  the  frontier,  had  do 
relish  for  scenes  of  blood  and  brawL  By  their  earnest  mmtiatirm 
the  quarrel  was  with  great  difficulty  brought  to  a  eloee  widiom* 
bloodshed ;  but  the  two  leaders  of  the  rival  camps  separated  in 
anger,  and  all  personal  intcroonrse  oeased  between  them. 


n^ATDRES  OF  Tm  WILDERHOH. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

The  nni  puiiee  nov  cc»Bt«d  along  the  oppoMte  aides  of  the 
rmr,  witbtn  sight  of  each  other ;  the  barges  of  Hr.  Hnitt  aliraji 
kMping  some  distance  in  the  advance,  lest  Lisa  shonld  push  on 
>ad  get  first  to  the  Arickara  village.  The  scenery  and  objects,  m 
Uiey  proceeded,  gave  evidence  that  thej  were  advancing  deeper 
asd  deeper  into  the  domains  of  savage  natare.  BoundlesB  wastea 
kept  extending  to  the  eje,  more  and  more  animated  by  herds  of 
bn&lo.  Sometimes  these  nnwieldy  animals  were  seen  moving  m 
long  procession  across  the  silent  landscape ;  at  other  times  thejr 
were  scattered  abont,  singly  or  in  gronps,  on  the  broad-enamelled 
pruries  and  green  acclivities,  some  cropping  the  rich  pasturage, 
others  reclining  amidst  the  flovery  herbage ;  the  whole  sceno 
n*Uting  in  a  manner  the  old  Scriptural  descriptions  of  the  vast 
pastoral  oonntriea  of  the  Orient,  with  "  cattle  npon  a  thousand 
liiUa." 

At  one  place  the  shores  seemed  absolutely  lined  with  bufia- 
loes ;  many  were  making  their  way  acroaa  the  stream,  snorting, 
and  blowing,  and  floundering.  Numbers,  in  spite  of  every  effort, 
were  borne  by  the  rapid  current  within  shot  of  the  boats,  and 
several  were  killed.  At  another  place  a  number  were  descried  on 
the  beach  of  a  small  island,  under  the  shade  of  the  trees,  or 
standing  in  the  water,  like  cattle,  to  avoid  the  flies  and  the  heat 
of  the  day. 

Several  of  the  best  marksmen  stationed  themselves  in  the  bow 
of  a  barge  which  advanced  slowly  »nd  silently,  stemming  the  our- 
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John  Dftj,  the  veteran  hnnter  ilread;  mentioned,  displajwd 
his  experience  &nd  skill  in  entrapping  one  of  thoBO  beautiM 
animalis.  Taking  advantage  of  its  well  knovn  cnrioaity,  he  laid 
dovn  fl&t  among  the  grass,  and  patting  his  handkerchief  on  the 
«nd  of  his  ramrod,  waved  it  gently  in  the  air.  Thb  had  the 
effeet  of  the  fabled  fascination  of  the  rattlesnake.  The  antelope 
gaied  at  the  mysterions  object  for  some  time  at  a  distance,  then 
approached  timidly,  pausing  and  reconnoitring  with  increased 
enriosity ;  moving  round  the  point  of  attraction  in  a  circle,  but 
etill  drawing  nearer  and  nearer,  nntil  being  within  the  range  of 
the  deadly  rifle,  he  fell  a  victim  to  hla  curiosity. 

On  the  lOth  of  June,  as  the  party  were  making  brisk  pnS- 
gress  with  a  fine  brceie,  they  met  a  canoe  with  three  Indians 
descending  the  river.  They  came  to  a  parley,  and  brought  news 
from  the  Arickara  vilLage.  The  war  party,  wliich  had  caused 
snch  alarm  at  the  hind-bar,  had  reached  the  village  some  days 
previously,  announced  the  approach  of  a  party  of  traders,  and 
displayed  with  great  ostentation  the  presents  they  had  received 
from  them.  On  further  conversation  with  these  three  Indians, 
Mr.  Hunt  learnt  the  real  danger  which  he  had  run,  when  hem- 
med up  within  the  sand-bar.  The  Mandans  who  were  of  the  war 
party,  when  they  saw  the  boats  so  completely  entrapped  and 
apparently  within  their  power,  bad  been  eager  for  attacking  it, 
and  securing  so  rich  a  prize.  The  Minatarecs,  also,  were  nothing 
loth,  feeling  in  some  measure  comnntted  in  hostility  to  the 
whites,  in  conseijucuce  of  their  tribe  having  killed  two  white  men 
above  the  fort  of  the  Missouri  Fur  Company.  Fortunately,  the 
Arifkaraf,  who  fc)rmcd  the  majority  of  the  war  party,  proved 
true  in  their  friendship  to  the  whites,  and  prevented  any  hostile 
act,  otberwiao  a  bloody  affray,  and  perhaps  a  horrible  massacre, 
might  have  ensued. 

On  the  11th  of  June,  Mr.  Hunt  and    his  companions  en- 
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eamped  near  an  island  about  six  miles  below  the  Arieksra  villaga 
Hr.  Lisa  encamped,  bb  uBual,  at  no  great  distance ;  bnt  the  same 
nillen  and  jealous  reserve,  and  non-interoonrse  continued  be- 
tween thera.  Shortly  after  pitching  the  .tcnta,  Mr,  Breckenridge 
made  his  appearance  as  an  ambassador  from  the  riral  camp.  He 
came  on  behalf  of  bis  eompanions,  to  arrange  the  manner  of 
making  their  entranoe  into  the  village  and  of  receiving  the 
ehiefs  ;  for  everj  thing  of  the  kind  is  a  matter  of  grave  ceremo- 
nial among  the  Indians. 

The  partners  now  expressed  frankl;  their  deep  distmrt  of 
the  intentioDS  of  Mr.  Lisa,  and  their  apprehensions,  that,  out  of 
the  jealonsy  of  trade,  and  resentment  of  recent  disputes,  he 
might  seek  to  instigate  the  Arickaraa  against  them.  Mr.  Breck- 
enridge assured  them  that  their  suBptciona  were  entirely  gronnd- 
!esB,  and  pledged  himself  that  nothing  of  the  kind  should  tidte 
place.  He  found  it  difficult,  however,  to  remove  their  distmst ; 
the  conference,  therefore,  ended  without  producing  any  cordial 
understanding ;  and  M'Lellan  recurred  to  his  old  threat  of 
shooting  Lisa  the  instant  he  discovered  any  thing  like  treaohesy 
in  his  proceedings. 

That  night  the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  aocompanied  by  thunder 
and  lightning.  The  camp  was  deluged,  and  the  bedding  and 
baggage  drenched.  All  hands  embarked  at  an  early  hoar,  and 
set  forward  for  the  village.  About  nine  o'clock,  when  half  way, 
they  met  a  canoe,  on  board  of  which  wore  two  Arickara  digni- 
taries. One,  a  fine-looking  man,  much  above  the  common  aiae, 
was  hereditary  chief  of  the  village ;  he  was  called  the  Left4ianded, 
on  account  of  a  personal  peculiarity.  The  other,  a  {erooions- 
looktng  savage,  was  the  war  chief,  or  generalissimo;  he  was 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Big  Man,  an  appellation  be  well 
deserved  from  his  sise,  for  he  was  of  a  gigantic  fram&  Bo4li 
were  of  &irer  complexion  than  is  usual  with  saTages- 
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They  were  aooompuiied  by  m  interpreter ;  a  French  crecJe; 
one  of  those  hsphmzsrd  vights  of  Qallic  origin,  irho  «boiiud  apon 
oar  frontier,  living  among  the  Indians  like  one  of  their  owu  rao*. 
He  had  heen  tirenty  years  among  the  Ariokaras,  had  a  aqoaw 
and  a  troop  of  piebald  children,  and  officiated  as  interpreter  to 
the  ohiefii.  Through  this  worthy  organ  the  two  dignitaries  signi- 
fied to  Mr.  HuDt  their  sovereign  intention  to  oppose  the  further 
progreos  of  the  expedition  up  the  river  unless  a  boat  were  left  to 
trade  with  them.  Mr.  Hunt,  in  reply,  explained  the  object  of  his 
voyage,  and  his  intention  of  debarking  at  their  village  and  pro- 
ceeding thenoe  by  land  ;  and  that  he  woald  willingly  trade  witb 
them  for  a  supply  of  horses  for  his  journey.  With  this  explana- 
tion they  were  perfectly  satisfied,  and  putting  about,  steered  fbc 
their  village  to  make  preparations  for  the  rei^ptioa  of  the 
strangers. 

The  village  of  the  Bikaras,  Ariokarns,  or  Ricarees,  for  the 
nqme  is  thus  variously  written,  is  between  the  46th  and  47Ui 
parallels  of  nor^  latitude,  and  fourteen  hundred  and  thirty  miloe 
above  the  moutb  of  the  Missouri.  The  party  reached  it  about 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  but  landed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  where  they  spread  out  their  baggtge  and  eSects  to  dry. 
From  hence  they  commanded  an  excellent  view  of  the  villags. 
It  was  divided  into  two  portions,  about  eighty  yards  apart,  being 
inhabited  by  two  distinct  bands.  The  whole  extended  about 
thrce-iiuartors  of  a  mile  along  the  river  bank,  and  was  composed 
of  conical  lodges,  that  looked  like  so  many  small  hillocks,  being 
woodcD  frames  intertwined  with  osier,  and  covered  with  earth. 
The  plain  beyond  the  village  swept  up  into  bills  of  considerable 
height,  but  the  whole  country  was  nearly  destitute  of  trees. 
While  they  were  regardtug  the  village,  they  belicld  a  singular 
fleet  coming  down  the  river.  It  consisted  of  a  number  of  canoes, 
each  made  of  a  single  buffalo  hide  stretched  on  stioks,  so  as  to 


form  a  kind  of  circnlar  trough.  Each  ono  was  navigated  by  a 
single  squaw,  who  knelt  in  the  bottom  and  paddled  ;  towing  after 
her  frail  bark  a  bundle  of  floating  wood  intended  for  firing.  This 
kind  of  canoe  is  in  frequent  use  among  the  Indians ;  th«  baf- 
fiilo  hide  being  readily  made  up  into  a  bundle  and  transported 
on  horseback  ;  it  is  very  serviceable  in  conveying  baggage  across 
(he  rivers. 

The  great  namber  of  horses  grazing  aronnd  the  village,  and 
scattered  over  the  neighboring  hills  and  valleys,  bespoke  the 
equestrian  habits  of  the  Arickaras,  who  are  admirable  horsemen. 
Indeed,  in  the  number  of  his  horses  consists  the  wealth  of  an 
Indian  of  the  prairies  ;  who  resembles  an  Arab  in  his  passion  for 
this  noble  animal,  and  in  bis  adroitness  in  the  management  of  it. 

After  a  time,  the  voice  of  the  sovereign  chief,  "  the  Left- 
banded,"  was  heard  across  the  river,  announcing  that  the  conncil 
lodge  was  preparing,  and  inviting  the  white  men  to  oome  over. 
The  river  was  half  a  mile  in  width,  yet  every  word  uttered  ,1^ 
the  chieftain  was  heard ;  this  may  be  partly  attributed  to  the 
distinct  manner  in  which  every  syllable  of  the  componad  words 
in  the  Indian  languages  is  articulated  and  accented ;  but  in 
truth,  a  savage  warrior  might  often  rival  Achillea  hinuelf  for 
force  of  lungs.* 

Now  came  the  delicate  point  of  management ;  bow  the  two 
rival  parties  were  to  conduct  their  visit  to  the  village  with  proper 
circumspection  and  due  decorum.  Neither  of  the  leaders  had 
spoken  to  each  other  since  their  quarrel.  All  communication  had 
been  by  ambassadors.  Seeing  the  jealousy  entertained  of  Lisa, 
Mr.  Breckcnridge,  in  his  negotiation,  had  arranged  that  a  depu- 
tation from  each  party  should  crnsB  the  river  at  the  same  time, 
so  that  neither  would  have  the  first  access  to  the  ear  of  the 
Arickaras, 

•  Bradbiu7,  p.  1 10. 


LANDING  AT  THE  VILLAGE.  flU 

The  distnut  of  Lisa,  however,  h&d  inoreased  in  proportioD  ■> 
they  Approached  the  sphereaf  action,  and  M'Lellan  in  partioalu, 
kept  a  Tigilant  eye  upon  his  motions,  swearing  to  shoot  him  if  he 
attempted  to  cross  the  river  first. 

About  two  o'clock  the  large  boat  of  Hr.  Hunt  was  manned, 
ftad  be  stepped  on  board,  accompanied  by  MeBsrs.  M'Keniie  and 
H'Lellan ;  Lisa  at  the  same  time  embarked  in  his  barge ;  the 
two  deputations  amounted  in  all  to  fourteen  persons,  and  never 
was  any  movement  of  rival  potentates  conducted  with  more  wary 


They  landed  amidst  »  rabble  crowd,  and  were  received  on  the 
bank  by  the  left-handed  chie^  who  conducted  them  into  the  vil- 
lage with  grave  courtesy ;  driving  to  the  right  and  left  the  swarmi 
of  old  squaws,  imp-like  hoys,  and  vagabond  doga,  with  which  the 
place  abounded.  They  wound  their  way  between  the  cabins, 
which  looked  like  dirt-heaps  huddled  together  without  aoy  plan, 
and  surrounded  by  old  palisades  ;  all  filtLy  in  the  extreme,  and 
redolent  of  villanoua  smells. 

At  length  they  arrived  at  the  cotmcil  lodge.  It  was  BOine- 
wiiat  spacious,  and  formed  of  foar  forked  trunks  of  trees  placed 
upright,  supporting  cross-beams  and  a  frame  of  poles  iuterwoven 
with  osiers,  and  the  whole  covered  with  earth.  A  hole  suuken 
in  the  centre  formed  the  fireplace,  and  immediately  above  was  a 
circular  hole  in  thi;  apex  of  the  lodge,  to  k'l  nut  tlie  smoke  and 
let  in  tlie  Javlight.  Arnuiid  tho  lodge  were  reeei^ses  fur  sleeping, 
like  the  bertha  on  board  sbips,  screened  from  view  by  curtains  of 
dressed  skins.  At  the  upper  end  of  tbe  lodge  was  a  kind  of 
buutiiig  and  wurlike  trophy,  consisting  of  two  bufialu  heads  gBir* 
ishly  ]iuiiiti'd,  surmounted  by  shield)*,  bows,  ijuivera  of  arrows, 
aud  uthi>r  wrajious. 

On  entering  the  lodge  the  chief  pointed  to  inojs  nr  cushions 
which  had  been  placed  around  for  the  strangers,  and  on  which 


tbey  seated  themselves,  while  he  placed  himself  on  a  kind  of 
stool.  An  old  man  then  came  forvard  with  the  pipe  of  peaoe  or 
good-fellowship,  lighted  and  handed  it  to  the  chief,  and  then  fall- 
ing back,  squatted  himself  near  the  door.  The  pipe  vran  pa«aed 
from  mouth  to  month,  each  one  taking  a.  whiff,  which  is  equivsleBt 
to  the  inviolable  pledge  of  faith,  of  taking  salt  together  among 
the  ancient  Britons.  The  chief  then  made  a  sign  to  the  old  jHpft- 
bearer,  who  seemed  to  fill,  likewise,  the  station  of  herald,  senes- 
chal, and  public  crier,  for  he  ascended  ta  the  top  of  the  lodge  to 
make  proclamation.  Here  he  took  his  post  beside  the  apertore 
lot  the  emission  of  smoke,  and  the  admission  of  light ;  the  diief 
dictated  from  within  what  he  was  to  proclaim,  and  he  bawled  it 
forth  with  a  force  of  lungs  that  resounded  over  all  the  villaj^ 
In  this  way  he  summoned  the  warriors  and  great  men  to  oonn- 
oil ;  every  now  and  then  reporting  progresa  to  his  ch'ief  throng 
the  hole  in  the  roof 

In  a  little  while  the  braves  and  sages  began  to  enter  one  hj 
one  as  their  names  were  called  or  announced,  emerging  frmn  nn- 
der  the  buffalo  robe  suspended  over  the  entrance  instead  of  » 
door,  stalking  across  the  lodge  to  the  skins  placed  on  the  floor, 
and  crouching  down  on  them  in  silence.  In  this  way  twenty  en- 
tered and  took  their  seats,  forming  an  assemblage  wortb;  of  tiie 
pencil ;  for  the  Arickaras  are  a  noble  race  of  men,  large  and 
well  formed,  and  maintain  a  savage  grandeur  and  gravity  of  de- 
meanor in  their  solemn  ceremonials. 

All  being  seated,  the  old  seneschal  prepared  the  pipe  of  oero- 
mony  or  council,  and  having  lit  it,  handed  it  to  the  ohieC  He 
inhaled  the  sacred  smoke,  gave  a  puff  upward  to  the  heaven,  then 
downward  to  the  earth,  then  towards  the  east ;  after  this  it  was 
as  usual  passed  from  mouth  to  mouth,  each  holding  it  respeot- 
fuUy  until  his  neighbor  had  taken  several  whiffs ;  and  now  the 
grand  council  was  considered  as  opened  in  due  form. 


THE  SPEECH  OF  USA. 


The  ohief  nude  an  hanuigue  welcoming  the  white  men  to  his 
Tillage,  utd  expressing  his  h&ppineea  in  taking  them  hj  the  huul 
M  friends ;  bnt  at  the  same  time  complaining  of  the  poverty  gf 
Jumself  and  his  people ;  the  usual  prelude  among  Indians  to  'beg' 
ging  or  hard  bargaining- 
Lisa  rose  to  reply,  and  the  eyes  of  Hunt  and  his  companions 
were  eagerly  tamed  upon  him,  those  of  H'Lellan  glaring  like  ft 
basilisk's.  He  began  by  the  usual  expressions  of  friendship,  and 
then  proceeded  to  explain  the  object  of  his  own  party.  Those 
persons,  however,  said  he,  pointing  to  Afr.  Hunt  and  his  com- 
panions, are  of  a  different  party,  and  are  quite  distinct  in  their 
views ;  but,  added  he,  though  we  are'  separate  parties,  we  make 
but  one  common  cause  when  the  safety  of  either  is  concerned. 
Any  injury  or  insult  offered  to  them  I  shall  consider  as  dona 
to  myself,  and  will  resent  it  accordingly.  I  trust,  therefore,  that 
you  will  treat  them  with  the  same  friendship  that  yea  have 
always  manifested  for  me,  doing  every  thing  in  your  power  to 
serve  them  and  to  help  them  on  their  way.  The  speech  of  Lisa, 
delivered  with  an  air  of  frankness  and  sincerity,  agreeably  sor- 
prised  and  disappointed  the  rival  party. 

Mr.  Hunt  then  spoke,  declaring  the  object  of  bis  journey  to 
the  great  Salt  Lake  beyond  the  mountains,  and  that  he  should 
want  hsrses  for  the  purpose,  for  which  he  was  ready  to  trade, 
having  brought  with  him  plenty  of  goods.  Both  he  and  Lisa 
concluded  their  speeches  by  making  presents  of  tobacco. 

The  left-handed  chieftain  in  reply  promised  his  friendship 
and  aid  to  tlie  new  comers,  and  welcomed  them  to  his  village. 
He  added  that  they  had  not  the  number  of  horses  to  spare 
that  Mr.  Hunt  required,  and  expressed  a  doubt  whether  they 
should  be  able  to  part  with  any.  Upon  this,  another  chieftain, 
called  (iray  Eyes,  made  a  speech,  and  declared  that  they  could 
readily  supply  Mr.  Hunt  with  all  the  horses  he  might  want, 


ainoe,  if  tbejr  had  not  enough  in  the  Tillage,  they  oonld  easily 
steal  more.  This  honest  expedient  immediately  removed  the 
main  difficulty ;  but  the  ehief  deferred  all  trading  for  a  day  or 
two,  until  he  should  hayo  time  to  consult  with  his  anbordinate 
chiefs,  as  to  market  rates  ;  for  the  principal  chief  of  s  village,  in 
conjunction  iritb  his  council,  usually  fixes  the  prices  at  which 
articles  shall  be  bought  and  sold,  and  to  them  the  village  mnat 
conform. 

The  council  now  broke  up.  Hr.  Hunt  transferred  his  camp 
across  the  river  at  a  little  distance  below  the  village,  and  the 
left-handed  chief  placed  some  of  his  warriors  as  a  guard  to  pre- 
vent the  intrusion  of  any  of  his  peopl&  The  camp  was  pitched 
on  the  river  bank  just  above  the  boats.  The  tents,  and  the  men 
wrapped  in  their  blankets  and  bivonacking  on  skins  in  the  open 
air,  surrounded  the  baggage  at  night.  Four  sentineb  also  kept 
watch  within  sight  of  each  other  ontside  of  the  camp  nntil  mid- 
night, when  they  were  relieved  by  four  others  who  mounted  guard 
nntil  daylight.  Mr.  Lisa  encamped  near  to  Mr.  Hunt,  between 
him  and  the  village. 

The  speech  of  Mr.  Lisa  in  the  council  had  produced  a  paoi£« 
effect  in  the  encampment.  Though  the  sincerity  of  his  friend- 
ship and  good-will  towards  the  new  company  still  remained  mat- 
ter of  doubt,  he  was  no  longer  suspected  of  an  intentloK  to  play 
false.  The  intercourse  between  the  two  leaders  was,  therefore, 
resumed,  and  the  affitirs  of  both  parties  went  on  harmonionaly. 


AM  INDIAN  HORSE  FADL 


CHAPTER  XXI. 


A  TKADB  nov  oonunenoed  with  the  Arickuu  nnder  the  regok- 
tion  and  Baperruion  of  their  two  ohieftaioB.  Lisa  Bent  a  part  of 
his  goods  to  the  lodge  of  the  left-handed  dignitary,  and  Hr.  Hoot 
Mtablished  his  mart  in  the  lodge  of  the  Big  Man.  The  village 
soon  presented  the  appearance  of  a  busy  fair ;  and  as  horses  w<n 
in  demand,  the  purbeuB  and  the  adjacent  plun  were  like  tiM 
vicinity  of  a  Tartar  encampment ;  horses  were  put  throngh  all 
their  paces,  and  horsemen  were  careering  about  with  that  dexte- 
rity and  grace  for  which  the  Arickaras  are  noted.  As  soon  aa  a 
horse  was  purchased,  his  tail  was  cropped,  a  avre  mode  of  dtstia- 
goishing  him  from  the  horses  of  the  tribe ;  for  the  lodiaDB  disdain 
to  practise  this  absurd,  barbarons,  and  indecent  mutilation,  in- 
vented by  some  mean  and  vulgar  miud,  insensible  to  the  merit 
and  perfections  of  the  animal.  On  the  contrary,  the  Indian 
horses  are  suffered  to  remain  in  every  respect  the  superb  and 
beautiful  animals  which  nature  formed  them. 

The  wcnlth  of  an  Indian  of  t)ic  fur  west  consists  principally 
in  his  hor^eit.  of  which  each  chief  and  warrior  possesses  a  great 
number,  sn  that  tlie  plains  about  an  Indian  village  or  encamp- 
ment arc  covered  with  them.  These  form  objectn  of  traffic,  or 
ohjccta  of  depredation,  and  in  this  way  pass  from  tribe  lo  tribe 
over  great  tracts  of  country.  The  horses  owned  by  the  Aricka- 
ras are,  for  the  most  part,  of  the  wild  stock  of  the  prairies; 
BOme,  however,  had  been  obtained  from  the  Poncss,  Pawnees,  and 
Other  tribes  to  the  southwest,  who  had  stolon  them  from  Uie 


SDS  ASTORIA. 

SpwaiudB  in  the  oonrse  of  horsestealing  expeditions  into  tbo 
Hexioan  territories.  These  were  to  be  known  by  being  branded ; 
a  Spanish  mode  of  marking  horses  not  practised  hy  the  Indians. 

As  the  Arickaraa  were  meditating  another  expedition  against 
their  enemies  the  Sioux,  the  articles  of  traffic  most  in  demand 
were  guns,  tomahawks,  soalping-kniTes,  powder,  ball,  and  other 
munitions  of  war.  The  prioe  of  a  horse,  as  regulated  by  the 
chieb,  was  commonly  ten  dollars  worth  of  goods  at  first  oosL 
To  supply  the  demand  thus  suddenly  oreated,  parties  of  young 
men  and  braves  had  sallied  Earth  on  expeditions  to  steal  horsei; 
a  species  of  service  among  the  Indians  which  takes  precedence  of 
hunting,  and  is  considered  a  department  of  honorable  war&re. 

While  the  leaders  of  the  expedition  were  actively  engaged  in 
preparing  for  the  approaching  journey,  those  who  had  accompa- 
nied it  for  curiosity  or  amusement,  found  ample  matter  for  obser- 
vation in  the  village  and  its  inhabitants.  Wherever  they  went 
tiiey  were  kindly  entertained.  If  they  entered  a  lodge,  the  bof- 
fitlo  robe  was  spread  before  the  fire  for  them  to  sit  down ,-  Uie 
pipe  was  brought,  and  while  the  master  of  the  lodge  oonversed 
with  his  guests,  the  squaw  pnt  the  earthen  vessel  over  the  fire, 
well  filled  with  dried  buffalo  meat  and  pounded  oom ;  for  the  In- 
dian in  his  native  state,  before  he  has  mingled  much  with  white 
men,  and  acquired  their  sordid  habits,  has  the  hospitality  of  the 
Arab :  never  does  a  stranger  enter  his  door  without  having  food 
placed  before  him ;  and  never  is  the  food  thus  furnished  made  a 
matter  of  traffie. 

The  life  of  an  Indian  when  at  home  in  his  village  is  a  lifo  of 
indolence  and  amusement.  To  the  woman  is  consigned  the  labors 
of  the  household  and  the  field ;  she  arranges  the  lodge ;  brii^ 
wood  for  the  fire ;  cooks  ;  jerks  venison  and  buffalo  meat ;  drenes 
the  skins  of  the  animals  killed  in  the  chase ;  cultivates  the  little 
pateh  of  muie,  pumpkins,  aud  pulse,  which  furnishes  a  great  pert 


DOMESTIC  UTE  OF  AN   DHHAH.  JV 

of  their  prorimont.  Tinm  tune  for  rapoH  and  raereation  ia  a( 
sanset,  when  the  Ubon  of  the  daj  being  ended,  they  gather  toge- 
ther to  amuM  themaelves  with  petty  games,  or  to  hold  goaai|w:f 
eoDTocationB  on  the  tope  of  their  lodges. 

Aa  to  the  Indian,  he  ia  a  game  anlmul,  not  to  be  degraded  bjr 
naeful  or  menial  toil  It  ia  enough  that  he  ezpoeea  himself  to 
th«  hardships  of  the  chase  and  the  perib  of  war ;  that  he  brings 
bwne  food  for  his  bmil;,  and  watohea  and  Gghts  for  ite  proies- 
tion.  fiverything  else  is  beneath  his  attention.  When  at  home, 
he  attonds  only  to  bis  weapons  and  his  horses,  preparing  the 
meaoa  of  future  exploit  Or  he  engages  with  his  oomrades  in 
games  of  dexterity,  agility  and  strength ;  or  in  gambling  gaaOB 
in  which  every  thing  is  pnt  at  haiard,  with  a  recklesenesa  seldom 
witneaaed  in  civiliied  life. 

A  great  part  of  the  idle  leiaqre  of  the  Indians  when  at  home, 
is  passed  in  groups,  squatted  together  on  the  bank  of  a  rirer,  on 
the  top  of  a  mound  on  the  prairie,  or  on  the  roof  of  one  of  thur 
eartb-ooTored  lodges,  talking  over  the  news  of  the  day,  the  a&iis 
of  the  tribe,  the  events  and  exploits  of  their  last  hunting  or  fight- 
ing expedition ;  or  listening  to  the  stories  of  old  times  told  bj 
some  veteran  chronicler ;  resembling  a  group  of  our  village  quid- 
nuncs and  politicians,  listening  to  the  proaings  of  some  superaa- 
noated  oracle,  or  diacuaeing  the  contents  of  an  ancient  newspaper. 

As  to  the  Indian  women,  they  are  far  froft  complaining  of 
their  lot.  On  the  contrary,  they  would  despise  their  husbands 
could  tbey  Btoop  to  any  menial  office,  and  would  think  it  con- 
veyed an  imputation  upon  their  own  conduct.  It  ia  the  worst 
insult  one  virago  can  cast  upon  another  in  a  moment  of  alterca- 
tion. "  Infumous  woman !"  will  she  cry,  '*  I  have  seen  your 
husband  carrying  wood  into  his  lodge  to  make  the  fire.  Where 
was  bis  squaw,  that  he  should  be  obliged  to  make  a  woman  of 
himself  I" 


Hr.  Hnnt  and  his  fellow  travellers  bad  not  be«n  many  days 
at  the  Ariokara  Tillage,  when  romora  b^an  to  oironlate  that  the 
Sioux  had  followed  them  up,  and  that  a  war  party,  four  or  five 
hnndred  in  number,  were  lurking  somewhere  in  the  nelgbbot^ 
hood.  These  nunors  produced  muoh  embarraaament  in  the 
oamp.  The  white  hunters  were  deterred  from  ventaring  forth 
in  quest  of  game,  neither  did  the  leaders  think  it  proper  to 
expose  them  to  such  risk.  The  Arickaras,  too,  who  had  suffered 
greatly  in  their  wars  with  this  cruel  and  ferocious  tribe,  were 
roused  to  increased  vigilance,  and  Btationed  mounted  soonta 
upon  the  neighboring  hills.  Thie,  however,  is  a  general  preoan- 
tion  among  the  tribes  of  the  prairies.  Those  immense  plains 
present  a  boriton  like  the  ocean,  so  that  any  object  of  importance 
can  be  descried  afar,  and  information  comomnicated  to  a  great 
distance.  The  scouts  are  stationed  on  the  hills,  therefore,  to 
look  out  both  for  game  and  for  enemies,  and  are,  in  a  manner, 
living  telegraphs  conveying  their  intelligence  by  concerted  signa. 
If  they  wish  to  give  notice  of  a  herd  of  buffalo  in  the  plain  beyond, 
they  gallop  backwards  and  forwards  abreast,  on  the  summit  of 
the  hill  If  they  perceive  an  enemy  at  hand,  they  gallop  to  and 
fro,  crossing  each  other  ;  at  sight  of  which  the  whole  village  files 

Such  an  alarm  was  given  in  the  afternoon  of  the  15th.  Four 
scouts  were  seAi  crossing  and  recrossing  each  other  at  fiill 
gallop,  on  the  Bummit  of  a  hill  about  two  miles  distant  down  the 
river.  The  cry  was  up  that  the  Siuui  were  coming.  Id  an 
instant  the  village  was  in  an  uproar.  Men,  women  and  children 
were  all  brawling  and  shouting ;  dogs  barking,  yelping  and 
howling.  Some  of  the  warriors  ran  for  the  horses  to  gather  and 
drive  them  in  from  the  prairie,  some  for  their  weapona  Aa  &at 
as  they  could  arm  and  equip  they  sallied  forth ;  some  on  horae- 
baek,  some  on  foot.     Some  hastily  arrayed  in  their  war  diMS, 
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Kftli  mroneta  of  fluttering  temtbara,  kuA  their  bodiM  smeand 
with  punt;  otfaera  naked  and  only  famished  with  the  wespcuM 
thej  h&d  n)alched  np.  The  wtmien  and  children  gathered  ok 
the  tope  of  the  lodges  and  heigntened  the  eonfiuion  of  the  aoeiM 
by  their  Tonferation.  Old  men  who  conid  no  longer  bear  arm 
took  similar  statins,  and  harangued  the  warriors  as  they  passed, 
exhorting  them  to  Taloroas  deeds.  Some  of  the  veterans  Utok 
arms  themselves,  and  sallied  forth  with  tottering  steps.  In  this 
way,  the  savage  chivftlry  of  the  village  to  the  number  of  flv« 
hnndred,  poured  forth,  helter-skelter,  riding  and  running,  miA 
hideous  yells  and  war-whoope,  like  so  many  bedUmites  or 
demoniacs  let  loose. 

After  a  while  the  tide  of  war  rolled  back,  bnt  with  far  leM 
nproar.  Either  it  had  been  a  felse  alarm,  or  the  enemy  had  re- 
treated on  finding  themselves  discovered,  and  quiet  was  restored 
to  the  village.  The  white  hunters  continuing  to  be  fearful  tt 
ranging  this  dangerous  neighborhood,  fresh  provisions  began  to 
be  scarce  in  the  camp.  As  a  substitute,  therefore,  for  venison 
and  bu&lo  meat,  the  travellers  had  to  purchase  a  number  of 
dogs  to  be  shot  and  cooked  for  the  supply  of  the  camp.  Fortor 
natety,  however  chary  the  Indians  might  be  of  their  horses,  they 
were  liberal  of  their  dogs.  In  t»ot,  these  animals  swarm  abovt 
an  Indian  village  as  they  do  about  a  Turkish  town.  Not  a 
family  but  has  two  or  three  doien  belonging  to  it,  of  all  siies 
and  colors ;  some,  of  a  superior  breed,  are  used  for  hunting ; 
others,  to  draw  the  sledge,  while  others,  of  a  mongrel  breed,  and 
idle  vagabond  nature,  arc  fattened  for  food.  They  are  supposed 
to  be  descended  from  the  wolf,  and  retain  something  of  his 
savage  but  cowardly  temper,  howling  rather  tl^an  barking; 
Rhnwing  their  teeth  and  snarling  on  the  slightest  provocation, 
but  sneaking  away  on  the  least  attack. 

The  excitement  of  the  village  continued  from  day  to  day 


On  the  day  ft^owing  the  alarm  jast  mentioned,  aereral  partieB 
arrived  from  different  direotions,  and  were  met  and  oondnoted  by 
Bome  of  the  brakes  to  the  ooanoil  lodge,  where  they  reported  the 
erenta  and  BucceBs  of  their  ezpeaitiona,  whether  of  war  or  hant- 
iDg  ;  which  news  was  afterwards  promulgated  throughout  the  vil- 
lage, by  certain  old  men  who  acted  as  heral<]p  or  town  criers. 
Among  the  parties  which  arrived  was  one  that  had  been  among 
the  Saalce  nation  stealing  horses,  and  returned  crowned  with  Bnc- 
eess.  As  they  passed  in  triumph  through  the  village  they  were 
cheered  by  the  men,  women,  and  children,  collected  as  usual  on 
the  tops  of  the  lodges,  and  were  exhorted  by  the  Nestore  of  the 
village  to  be  generous  in  their  dealings  with  the  white  men. 

The  evening  was  spent  in  feasting  and  rejoicing  among  the 
relations  of  the  sucoeasful  warriors  ;  but  sounda  of  grief  and 
wailing  were  heard  from  the  hills  adjacent  to  the  village :  the 
lamentations  of  women  who  had  lost  some  relative  in  the  foray. 

An  Indian  village  is  subjeat  to  continual  agitations  and  ex- 
oitemente.  The  next  day  arrived  a  deputation  of  braves  from 
Uie  Cheyenne  or  Sbienne  nation  ;  a  broken  tribe,  out  up,  like  the 
Arickaraa,  by  wars  with  the  Sioux,  and  driven  to  take  refuge 
among  the  Black  Hills,  near  the  sources  of  the  Cheyenne  River, 
from  which  they  derive  their  name.  One  of  these  depntiea  was 
magnificently  arrayed  in  a  buffalo  robe,  on  which  various  flgora 
were  fancifully  embroidered  with  split  quills  dyed  red  and  yel- 
low ;  and  the  whole  wu  Ringed  with  the  slender  hooft  of  young 
&wns,  that  rattled  as  he  walked. 

The  arrival  of  this  deputation  was  the  signal  for  another  of 
those  ceremonials  which  occupy  so  much  of  Indian  lifi> ;  fbr  no 
being  is  more  courtly  and  punctilious,  and  more  observing  of 
etiquette  and  formality  than  an  American  savage. 

The  object  of  the  deputation  was  to  give  notice  of  an  intended 
visit  of  the  Shienne  (or  Cheyenne)  tribe  to  the  Ariokan  village 
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«»  the  conne  of  fifteen  dkjB.  To  tlus  Tint  Mr.  Hnnt  loAied 
fomrd,  to  procure  addition*!  horae&for  bia  journey ;  nil  his  bnr- 
gnining  being  inefieotnnl  in  obtaining  n  anffioent  enpplj  from  the 
Arickarma.  Indeed  nothing  ooold  prevail  npon  the  Utter  to 
put  with  their  prime  horsee,  which  hnd  been  truned  to  bnffido 
bunting. 

As  Hr.  Hunt  would  hkTe  to  ftbuidon  his  boats  at  this  phwe, 
Hr.  Lisa  now  offered  to  pnrohaae  them,  and  euch  of  hia  nwr- 
ohandiae  as  was  anperfinona,  and  to  pay  bin)  in  borses,  to  be  ob- 
tained at  a  fort  belonging  to  the  Miasonri  Fnr  Company,  sitnated 
at  the  Mandan  villagea,  about  a  hundred  and  fiftj  milea  further 
np  the  river.  A  bargain  woe  promptly  mode,  and  Hr.  Lisa  aad 
Mr.  Crooks,  with  several  companions,  set  out  for  the  fort  to  pro- 
enre  the  horses.  They  returned,  after  upwards  of  a  fortnighf  a 
absence,  bringing  with  them  the  atipulated  number  of  borsoi. 
Still  the  cavalry  was  not  sufficiently  numerous  to  convey  the  . 
party  and  the  baggage  and  merchandise,  and  a  few  daja  more 
were  required  to  complete  the  arrangements  for  the  journey. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  just  before  daybreak,  a  great  noise  and 
vociferation  was  heard  in  the  village.  This  being  the  nanol 
Indian  hour  of  attack  and  surprise,  and  the  Sioui  being  known 
to  be  in  the  neighborhood,  the  camp  was  instantly  on  the  alerl 
As  the  day  broke  Indiana  were  descried  in  conaidcrable  number 
on  tbe  bluffs,  three  or  four  mites  down  the  river.  The  noise  and 
agitation  in  tbe  village  continued.  .  The  tops  of  the  lodges  were 
crowili'd  with  the  inhabitants,  all  earnestly  looking  towards  the 
bitls,  and  keeping  up  a  vehement  chattering.  Presently  an  In- 
dian warrior  galloped  past  tbe  cajup  towards  the  village,  and  in 
a  little  while  the  legions  began  to  pour  forth. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  was  now  ascertained.  The  Indians 
npon  the  distant  hills  were  three  hundred  Arickara  braves,  re- 
turning from  a  foray.     They  bad  met  tbe  war  party  of  Siowc 
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who  h&d  beeD  bd  long  horering  abont  the  neighborhood,  bad 
fought  them  the  day  before,  killed  Bevenil,  and  defiMted  the  reat 
with  the  loHB  of  but  two  or  three  of  their  own  men  uid  about 
A  dozen  wounded ;  and  thej  were  now  halting  at  a  distance  nittU 
their  comrades  in  the  village  should  come  forth  to  meet  them, 
and  swell  the  parade  of  their  triumphal  entry.  The  warrior  who 
had  galloped  past  the  camp  was  the  leader  of  the  party  hastening 
home  to  give  tidings  of  his  Tictory. 

Preparationfi  were  now  made  for  this  great  martial  ceremony. 
All  the  finery  and  equipments  of  the  warriors  were  sent  forth  to 
them,  that  they  might  appear  to  the  greatest  advantage.  Those, 
too,  who  had  remained  at  home,  tasked  their  wardrobes  and  toi- 
lets to  do  liouor  to  the  procession. 

The  Arickaras  generally  go  naked,  but,  like  all  savages,  they 
have  their  gala  dress,  of  which  they  are  not  a  little  Ttun.  This 
usually  consists  of  a  gray  surcoat  and  leg^s  of  the  dressed 
skin  of  the  antelope,  resembling  chamois  leather,  and  embroi- 
dered with  porcupine  quills  brilliantly  dyed.  A  bnfUo  robe  is 
thrown  over  the  right  shoulder,  and  across  the  left  is  slang  a 
quiver  of  arrows.  They  wear  gay  coronets  of  plumes,  particu- 
larly those  of  the  swan ;  but  the  feathers  of  the  black  eagle  are 
considered  the  most  worthy,  being  a  sacred  bird  among  the 
Indian  warriors.  He  who  has  killed  an  enemy  in  his  own  land, 
is  entitled  to  drag  at  his  heels  a  foi-skin  attached  to  each  moooar 
son  ;  and  he  who  has  slain  a  grizsly  bear,  wears  a  necldaoe  of  his 
olawH,  the  most  glorious  trophy  that  a  hunter  can  exhibit. 

An  Indian  toilet  is  an  operation  of  some  toil  and  trouble; 
the  warrior  often  has  to  paint  himself  from  head  to  foot,  and  Is 
extremely  t-apricious  and  difficult  to  please,  as  to  the  hideous 
distribution  of  streaks  and  colors.  A  great  part  of  the  morning, 
therefore,  passed  away  before  there  were  any  signs  of  tite  distant 
pageant.     In  the  meantime  a  profound  stilluesB  rogned  <tnr  dw 
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Tilhga.  Host  of  tlia  inhabiUiita  had  goD«  forUi ;  otiters  renuunad 
in  Buts  eq>eot4tion.  All  sports  aiid  oooapations  vere  Boapeudad, 
coMpting  that  in  the  lodges  the  paiiutakiiig  aqnaws  were  silently 
boned  in  preparing  the  repasts  for  the  warriors. 

It  was  near  noon  that  a  mingled  sound  of  Toioes  and  rod* 
nuuio,  tUntly  heard  from  a  distance,  gave  notice  that  the  prooes- 
son  was  on  the  march.  The  old  men  and  snch  of  the  sqnawa  u 
coold  leave  their  employments  hastened  forth  to  meet  it  In  ft 
little  while  it  emerged  from  behind  a  hill,  and  had  a  wild  and 
pictaresqiie  appearance  as  it  oame  moving  over  the  summit  ia 
measured  step,  and  to  the  cadence  of  songs  and  savage  instra- 
ments ;  the  warlike  standards  and  trophies  flaunting  aloft,  and  tha 
feathers,  and  paint,  and  silver  ornaments  of  the  warriors  glaring 
and  glittering  in  the  sunshine. 

The  pageant  had  really  something  chivalrous  in  its  arrange- 
ment. The  Arickarus  are  divided  into  several  bands,  each  bear- 
ing the  name  of  some  animal  or  bird,  as  the  buffalo,  the  bear,  the 
dog,  the  pheasant.  The  present  party  consisted  of  four  of  these 
bands,  one  of  which  was  the  dog,  the  most  esteemed  in  war, 
being  composed  of  young  men  under  thirty,  and  noted  for  prow- 
ess. It  is  engaged  on  the  most  desperate  occasions.  The  bands 
marched  in  separate  bodies  under  their  several  leaders.  The 
warriors  on  foot  came  first,  in  platoons  of  ten  or  twelve  abreast; 
then  the  horsemen.  Each  band  bore  as  an  ensign  a  spear  or  bow 
decorated  with  beads,  porcupine  quills,  and  painted  feathers. 
Each  bore  its  trophies  of  scalps,  elevated  on  poles,  their  long 
black  locks  Htreamieg  in  the  wind.  Each  was  accompanied  by  its 
rude  music  and  minstrulsj-.  In  this  way  the  procession  citeuded 
nearly  a  ijuarter  of  a  mile.  The  warriors  were  variously  armed, 
some  few  with  guns,  others  with  bows  and  arrows,  and  war  clubs ; 
all  had  shieldH  of  buffulo  hide,  a  kind  of  defence  geucrally  used 
by  the  Indians  of  the  open  prairies,  who  have  not  the  covert  of 


trees  and  forests  to  protect  them.  They  were  punted  m  the 
most  8&Tftge  style.  Some  bad  tbe  stamp  of  e.  red  httnd  ncroM 
their  mouthe,  a  sign  that  tbej  had  drunk  the  life-blood  of  a  foe  I 

As  they  drew  near  to  the  village  the  old  men  and  the  women 
began  to  meet  them,  and  now  a  scene  ensued  that  prored  the 
fallacy  of  the  old  fable  of  Indian  apathy  and  stoicism.  ParenU 
and  children,  husbands  and  wives,  brothers  and  sisters  met  with 
the  most  rapturous  espressions  of  joy  ;  while  wailings  and  lamen- 
tations were  beard  from  the  relatives  of  the  killed  aod  wounded. 
The  processioii,  however,  continued  on  with  slow  and  measured 
step,  in  cadence  to  the  solemn  chant,  and  the  warriors  main- 
tained their  fixed  and  stem  demeanor. 

Between  two  of  the  principal  chiefs  rode  a  young  warrior  who 
had  distinguished  himself  in  the  battle.  He  was  severely  wound- 
ed, BO  as  with  difficulty  to  keep  on  his  horse  ;  but  he  preserved  a 
serene  and  steadfast  countenance,  as  if  perfectly  unharmed. 
His  mother  had  heard  of  his  condition.  She  broke  through  the 
throng,  and  rushing  up,  threw  her  arms  around  him  and  wept 
aloud.  He  kept  up  the  spirit  and  demeanor  of  a  warrior  to  the 
last,  but  expired  shortly  after  he  had  reached  his  home. 

The  village  was  now  a  scene  of  the  utmost  festivity  and 
triumph.  Tbe  banners,  and  trophies,  and  scalps,  and  punted 
shields  were  elevated  on  poles  near  the  lodges.  There  were  war- 
feasts,  and  scalp-dances,  with  warlike  songs  and  savage  mosto ; 
all  the  iuhabitants  were  arrayed  in  their  festal  dresses ;  while 
the  old  heralds  went  round  from  lodge  to  lodge,  promulgating 
with  loud  voices  the  events  of  the  battle  and  the  exploits  <it  tJie 
varions  warriors. 

Such  was  the  boisterous  revelry  of  the  village ;  bat  sounds  of 
another  kind  were  heard  on  the  surrounding  bills  ;  piteous  wail- 
ings of  the  women,  who  had  retired  thither  to  mourn  in  darkneaa 
and  solitude  for  those  who  had  fallen  in  battle.     There  the  poor 


motlMr  of  the  yonlhfiil  mrrior  wfao  Iwd  rerarned  home  in  ni- 
nnph  bnt  to  die,  gne  full  vent  to  the  wiguish  of  a  mother'a 
hewt  How  much  does  this  costom  unong  the  Indian  women  of 
TcpairiDg  to  the  hill  tops  in  the  night,  and  pouring  forth  their 
wailings  for  the  dead,  call  to  mind  the  1)eautiful  and  affecting 
pMMge  of  Scripture,  "  In  Rama  was  there  a  voice  heard,  lamen- 
tation, and  weeping,  and  great  monming,  Rachel  weeping  for 
her  ehildren,  and  would  not  be  comforted,  because  they  are  noL" 
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While  Mr.  Hont  waa  diligently  preparing  for  hie  arduous  jour- 
ney, some  of  hia  men  began  to  lose  heart  at  tbe  periloua  prospect 
before  them ;  but,  before  we  accuse  them  of  want  of  spirit,  it  is 
proper  to  consider  tbe  nature  of  the  wilderness  into  which  thej 
were  about  to  adventnra  It  was  a  region  almoet  as  vast  and 
trackless  as  the  ocean,  and,  at  tbe  time  of  which  we  treat,  but 
little  known,  excepting  ttirougb  tbe  vague  accounts  of  Indian 
hunters.  A  part  of  their  route  would  lay  across  an  immense 
tract,  stretching  north  and  soQth  for  hundreds  of  miles  along  tbe 
foot  of  the  Kochj  Mountains,  and  drained  by  the  tributary 
streams  of  the  Missouri  and  the  Mississippi.  This  region,  which 
resembles  one  of  the  immeasurable  steppes  of  Asia,  has  not 
inaptly  been  termed  "  the  great  American  desert."  It  spreads 
forth  into  undulating  and  treeless  plains,  and  desolate  sandy 
wastes,  wearisome  to  tbe  eye  from  their  extent  and  monotony, 
and  which  are  supposed  by  geologists,  to  have  formed  the  ancient 
floor  of  the  ocean,  countless  ages  since,  when  its  primenl  warw 
beat  agaiust  tbe  granite  bases  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

It  is  a  land  where  no  man  permanently  abides ;  for,  in  cer- 
tain seasons  of  the  year  there  is  no  food  either  for  the  hunter  or 
bis  steed.  The  herbage  is  parched  and  withered ;  tbe  brooks 
and  atreams  are  dried  up ;  the  buffalo,  the  elk  and  the  deer  have 
wandered  to  distant  parts,  keeping  within  the  verge  of  expiring 
verdure,  and  leaving  behind  them  a  vast  uninhabited  oolilnde, 
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seamed  by  nTinea,^e  beds  of  former  torrents,  bnt  now  serring 
only  to  taatmliie  and  increaae  the  thirst  of  the  traveller. 

Occasionally  the  monoton;  of  this  vast  wildeness  is  inter- 
rapted  hy  mountainoos  belts  of  sand  and  limesUrae,  broken  into 
confused  masses ;  with  precipitous  clifb  and  yawning  ravines, 
^looking  like  the  ruins  of  a  world  ;  or  ts  traversed  by  lofty  and 
barren  ridges  of  rock,  almost  impassable,  like  those  denominated 
the  Black  Hills.  Beyond  these  rise  the  stern  harriers  of  the 
Bocky  Mountains,  the  limits,  as  it  vero,  of  the  Atlantic  world. 
The  nigged  defiles  and  deep  valleys  of  this  vast  chain  form  shel- 
tering places  for  restless  and  ferocious  bands  of  savages,  many 
of  them  the  remnants  of  tribes,  once  inhabitants  of  the  prairies, 
but  broken  up  by  war  and  violence,  and  who  carry  into  their 
mountain  haunts  the  fierce  passions  and  reckless  habits  of  des- 
peradoes. 

Such  is  the  nature  of  this  immense  wilderness  of  the  Eur 
West ;  which  apparently  defies  cultivation,  and  the  habitation  of 
civilized  life.  Some  portions  of  it  along  the  rivera  may  partially 
be  subdued  by  agricuttnrc,  others  may  form  vast  pastoral  tracts, 
like  those  of  the  East ;  hut  it  is  to  be  feared  that  a  great  part  of 
it  will  form  a  lawless  interval  between  the  abodes  of  civilited 
man,  like  the  wastes  of  the  ocean  or  the  deserts  of  Arabia ;  and, 
like  tbera,  be  subject  to  the  depredations  of  the  marauder.  Here 
may  spring  up  new  and  mongrel  races,  like  new  formations  ID 
gc'ilogy,  the  auialguniatino  of  the  "dcbria"'  and  '-abraaions"  of 
former  races,  civilized  and  savage  ;  the  remains  of  broken  and 
almost  exlinguiahed  tribes  ;  the  descendants  of  wandering  hunters 
and  trnppcra  ;  of  fugitives  from  the  Spanish  anil  American  fron- 
tiers ;  of  adventurers  and  desperadoes  of  every  class  and  coun- 
try, yearly  ejected  from  the  bosom  of  society  into  the  wilderness. 
We  are  contributing  incessantly  to  swell  this  singular  and  het«- 
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rogeneouB  clond  of  wild  population  that  is  to  hang  aboat  oar 
frontier,  by  tlft  transfer  of  whole  tribes  of  savages  from  the  east 
of  the  Mississippi  to  the  great  wastes  of  the  far  AVeet.  Hoiiy 
of  these  bear  with  them  tbo  smart  of  real  or  fancied  injuries ; 
many  consider  tbemselvce  expatriated  beings,  wrongfnlly  exiled 
from  their  hereditary  homes,  and  the  sepulchres  of  their  fathers, 
and  cherish  a  deep  and  abiding  animosity  against  the  raoe  that 
has  dispossessed  them.  Some  may  gradually  become  pastoral 
hordes,  liicc  those  rude  and  migratory  people,  half  shepherd,  half 
warrior,  who,  with  their  flocks  and  herds,  roam  the  plains  of  np- 
per  Asia  ;  but,  others,  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  will  become  pre- 
datory bands,  mounted  on  the  fleet  steeds  of  the  prairies,  with 
the  open  plains  for  their  marauding  grounds,  and  the  monntainB 
for  their  retreats  and  lurking-places.  Here  they  may  resemble 
those  great  hordes  of  the  North ;  "  Gog  and  Magog  wiUi  tbrar 
bands,"  that  haunted  the  gloomy  imaginations  of  the  prophets. 
"  A  great  company  and  a  mighty  host,  all  riding  upon  horsey  and 
warring  upon  those  nations  which  were  at  rest,  and  dwelt  peacea- 
bly, and  had  gotten  cattle  and  goods," 

The  Spaniards  changed  the  whole  character  and  habits  of  the 
Indians  when  they  brought  the  horse  amongtthem.  In  Chili, 
Tucuman  and  other  parts,  it  has  converted  them,  we  are  told,  into 
Tartar-like  tribeB,aud  enabled  them  to  keep  the  Spaniards  out  of 
their  country,  and  even  to  make  it  dangerous  for  them  to  venture 
far  from  their  towns  and  settlements.  Are  we  not  in  danger  of 
producing  some  such  state  of  things  in  the  boundless  regions  of 
the  far  West  1  That  these  are  not  mere  fanciful  and  extravagant 
BQggestions  we  have  sufficient  proofs  in  the  dangers  already  ex- 
perienced by  the  traders  to  the  Spanish  mart  of  Santa  F€,  and  to 
the  distant  posts  of  the  fur  companies.  These  are  obliged  to 
proceed  in  armed  caravans,  and  are  subject  to  murderous  ftttuks 
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from  bftods  of  Paimees,  Camnnclics  nnd  Blnokfeet,  that  ccimo 
scouring  upon  them  in  their  weiiry  marcii  across  the  pkin3,or  lie 
in  wait  for  tlitm  among  the  pasaes  of  the  mountains. 

We  are  wandering,  however,  into  excursive  speoulaliona,  when 
our  intention  was  merely  to  give  an  idea  of  the  nature  of  the 
irilderness  whiuh  Mr,  Hunt  was  aUmt  to  trnvorae ;  and  which  At 
that  time  was  fan  less  known  that  at  present ;  thongh  it  Btill  re- 
mains in  a  great  measure  an  unknown  land.  We  cannot  he  sur- 
priBed,  therefore,  that  some  of  the  least  resolute  of  his  party 
should  feel  dismay  at  the  thoughts  of  adventuring  into  thix  peri- 
lous wUdcrneas  under  the  uncertain  guidance  of  three  hunters, 
who  had  merely  passed  onee  through  the  country  and  might  Lave 
forgotten  the  landmarks.  Their  apprehensions  were  aggravat«d 
by  some  of  Lisa's  foiluwers,  who,  not  being  engaged  in  the  expe- 
dition, took  a  mischievous  pleasure  in  exaggerating  its  dangers. 
They  painted  in  strong  colors,  to  the  poor  Canadian  voyageura, 
the  risk  they  would  run  of  perishing  with  hunger  and  thirst ;  MF 
b«ng  cut  off  by  war- parties  of  the  Sioux  who  scoured  the  plains; 
of  lutving  their  horses  stolen  by  the  Upsarokas  or  Crows,  who  in- 
fested the  skirts  of  the  Boeky  Mountains ;  or  of  being  butchered 
by  the  Blackfeet,  who  lurked  among  the  defiles.  In  a  word,  there 
WIS  little  chance  of  their  getting  alive  across  the  mountains ;  and 
even  if  they  did,  those  three  guides  knew  nothing  of  the  howling 
wilderness  that  lay  beyond. 

The  apprehensions  thus  awakened  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the 
men  came  well  nigh  proving  detrimental  to  the  expedition.  Some 
of  them  determined  to  desert,  and  to  make  tlieir  way  back  to  Sb 
Louis.  They  accordingly  purloined  several  weapons  and  a  barrel 
of  gunpowder,  as  ammunition  for  their  enterprise,  and  buried 
them  in  the  river  bank,  intending  to  seize  one  of  the  boats,  and 
nuke  off  in  the  night.     Fortunately  their  plot  was  overheard  bj 


John  Day,  the  KeDtuckian,  and  commuDicated  to  the  partners, 
who  took  quiet  aad  effectual  means  to  frustrate  it. 

The  dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  the  Crow  ludiauB  had 
not  b«eQ  overrated  by  the  camp  gossips.  These  savages,  through 
whose  mountain  haunts  the  party  would  have  to  pass,  were  noted 
for  daring  and  excursive  habits,  and  great  dexterity  in  horse 
stealing  Mr.  Hunt,  therefore,  considered  himself  fortunate  in 
having  met  with  a  man  who  might  be  of  great  use  to  him  in  any 
intercourse  he  might  have  with  the  tribe.  This  waa  a  wandering 
individual  named  Edward  Rose,  whom  he  had  picked  up  some- 
where on  the  Missouri — one  of  those  anomalous  beings  found  on 
the  frontier,  who  seem  to  have  neither  kin  nor  country.  He  had 
lived  some  time  among  the  Crows,  so  as  to  become  acquainted  with 
their  language  and  customs ;  and  was,  withal,  a  dogged,  aullen, 
sUcnt  fellow,  with  a  sinister  aspect,  and.  more  of  the  savage  than 
the  civilised  man  in  his  appearance.  He  was  engaged  to  serve  in 
general  as  a  hunter,  but  as  guide  and  interpreter  when  they 
should  reach  the  country  of  the.  Crows. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  Mr.  Hunt  took  np  hia  line  of  march  by 
land  from  the  Arickara  village,  leaving  Mr.  Lisa  and  Mr.  Nuttall 
there,  where  tliey  intended  to  await  the  expected  arrival  of  Mr. 
Henry  from  the  Rocky  Mountains.  As  to  Messrs.  Bradbury  and 
Breckenridge,  they  had  departed  some  days  previously,  on  a  voy- 
age down  the  river  to  St.  Louis,  with  a  detachment  from  Hr. 
Lisa's  party.  With  all  his  exertions,  Mr.  Hunt  had  been  unable 
to  obtain  a  sufficient  number  of  horses  for  the  aocommodation  of 
ftll  his  peopla  His  cavalcade  consisted  of  eighty-two  horses, 
most  of  them  heavily  laden  with  Indian  goods,  beaver  traps,  am- 
munition, Indian  corn,  corn  meal  and  other  necessaries.  Eaoh 
of  the  partners  was  mounted,  and  a  horse  was  allotted  to  the  in- 
terpreter, Pierre  Dorion,  for  the  transportation  of  his  logg^A  ' 
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and  bis  two  children.  His  eqauw,  for  the  most  part  of  the  time, 
trudged  on  foot,  like  tbc  residue  of  the  jmrtj  ;  nor  did  any  of  the 
.men  sbow  more  patience  and  fortitude  than  this  resolute  womftD 
is  enduring  fiitigue  and  hnrd^hip. 

The  veleran  trappers  and  voyngeurs  of  Liaa'a  pnrty  shook 
their  beads  as  their  eonirades  set  out.  and  took  leave  of  them  as 
vt  doomed  men :  and  even  Lisa  himself,  gave  it  aa  his  opinion, 
■ft«r  the  travellers  had  departed,  that  they  would  never  reach  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific,  hut  would  either  perish  with  hanger  in  the 
irilderncsB,  or  be  cut  off  by  the  savages. 


CHAPTER  XXIir. 

The  course  taken  by  Mr.  Hatit  was  at  first  to  the  Dorthwesl, 
but  soon  turncti  and  kept  generally  to  the  southwest,  to  avoid 
the  country  infested  by  the  Bkckfeet.  His  route  took  him 
across  some  of  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Missonri,  and  orer 
immense  prairies,  bounded  only  by  the  horizon,  and  destitute  of 
trees.  It  was  now  the  height  of  summer,  and  these  naked 
plains  would  be  intolerable  to  the  traveller  were  it  not  ft)r  the 
breezes  which  sweep  over  them  during  the  fervor  of  the  day, 
bringing  with  them  tempering  airs  from  the  distant  mountains. 
To  the  prevalence  of  these  breezes,  and  to  tbc  want  of  all  leafy 
covert,  may  we  also  attribute  tlic  freedom  from  those  flies  and 
otbcr  insects  so  tormenting  to  man  and  beast  during  the  summer 
months,  in  the  lower  plains,  which  are  bordered  and  interspersed 
with  woodland. 

The  monotou^of  these  immense  landscapes,  also,  wonld  be 
as  wearisome  as  that  of  the  ocean,  were  it  not  relieved  in  some 
degree  by  the  purity  and  elasticity  of  the  atmosphere,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  heavens.  The  sky  has  that  delicious  blue  for 
which  the  sky  of  Ituly  is  renowned  ;  the  sun  shines  with  a  splen- 
dor, unobi^cured  by  any  cloud  or  vapor,  and  a  starlight  night  on 
the  prairies  is  glorious.  This  purity  and  elasticity  of  atmosphere 
increases  as  the  traveller  approaches  the  mountains,  and  gradu- 
ally rises  into  more  elevated  prairies. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  journey,  Mr.  Hunt  arranged  tbo 
pujj  into  small  and  convenient  messes,  distributing  among  them 
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the  camp  kettles.  The  encarapmcnts  at  night  were  as  before ; 
some  slcepiug  under  tcnta,  und  othere  bivoaackiiig  in  the  open 
air.  The  Canadians  proved  as  patient  of  toil  and  hardship  on 
the  Und  as  on  the  water ;  indeed,  nothing  could  surpass  the 
patience  and  good-humor  of  theae  men  upon  the  march.  The; 
wore  the  cheerful  drudges  of  the  party,  loading  and  unloading 
the  boriies,  pitching  the  tents,  making  the  Gres,  cooking ;  in 
■bort,  performing  all  thoee  honBchold  and  menial  offices  which 
the  Indians  usually  aaaign  to  the  t^i|u:ini-  ,  ami.  like  the  squaws, 
thej  left  all  the  hanting  and  fighting  {■•  'iihvr?  A  Canadian  has 
but  little  affection  for  the  exercise  of  the  rifle 

The  progress  of  the  party  was  but  slow  for  the  first  few  days. 
Some  of  the  men  were  indisposed ;  Mr.  Crooks,  especially,  was 
flo  unwell  that  he  could  not  keep  on  his  horse.  A  rude  kind  of 
litter  was,  therefore,  prepared  for  him,  oonusting  of  two  loi^ 
poles,  fixed,  one  on  each  aide  of  two  horses,  with  a  matting  betwwn 
them,  on  which  he  reclined  at  full  length,  and  was  protected  from 
the  sun  by  a  canopy  of  hongha. 

On  the  evening  of  the  23d  (Joly)  they  encamped  on  the  bwtki 
of  what  they  term  Big  River ;  and  here  we  cannot  hat  paose  to 
lament  the  stupid,  commonplace,  and  often  rihald  names  entailed 
npon  the  rivers  and  other  features  of  the  great  Went,  by  traders 
and  settlers.  As  the  aboriginal  tribes  of  these  magnificent  regicHU 
are  yet  in  existence,  the  Indian  names  might  easily  be  recovered ; 
which,  beside  being  in  general  more  sonorous  and  musical,  would 
remain  mementoes  of  the  primitive  lords  of  the  soil,  of  whom  in  a 
little  while  scarce  any  traces  will  be  left.  Indeed,  it  is  to  be 
wished  that  the  whole  of  our  country  could  be  rescued,  as  muok 
as  possible,  from  the  wretched  nomenclature  infiicted  upon  it,  by 
ignorant  and  vulgar  minds ;  and  this  might  be  done,  in  a  great 
degree,  by  restoring  the  Indian  names,  wherever  significant  and 
euphonious.     As  there  appears  to  be  a  spirit  of  research  abrotd 


in  respect  to  our  aboriginal  antiquities,  we  would  b 
worthy  object  of  enterprise,  a  map,  or  maps,  of  every  part  of  our 
country,  giving  tlie  Indian  uamex  wherever  they  could  be  aflcer- 
taine<l.  Wboever  acliieves  such  as  object  worthily,  will  leave  a 
monument  to  bis  owu  reputation. 

To  returu  from  this  digression.  As  the  travellers  were  now. 
in  a  country  abounding  with  bulfalo,  tbey  remained  for  eeveral 
days  encamped  upon  the  banks  of  Big  River,  to  obtain  a  supply 
of  provisions,  and  to  give  the  invalids  time  to  recruit. 

On  the  second  day  of  their  sojourn,  as  Ben  Jones,  John  Day, 
and  others  of  tlic  liuntcre  were  in'  pursuit  of  game,  they  came 
upon  an  Indian  camp  on  the  open  prairie,  near  to  a  small  stream 
which  ran  through  a  ravine.  The  tents  or  lodges  were  of  dressed 
buffulo  skins,  sewn  together  and  stretched  on  tapering  pine  poles, 
joined  at  top,  but  radiating  at  bottom,  so  as  to  form  a  circle  capa- 
ble of  admitting  fifty  persons.  Numbers  of  horses  were  grazing 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  camp,  or  straying  at  large  in  the  prai- 
rie ;  a  sight  most  acceptable  to  the  hunters.  After  reconnoitring 
the  camp  for  some  time,  they  ascertained  it  to  belong  to  a  band 
of  Cheyenne  ludiana,  the  same  that  had  sent  a  deputation  to  the 
Arickaras.  They  received  the  hunters  in  the  most  friendly  nuui- 
ner ;  iuritcd  them  to  their  lodges,  which  were  more  cleanly  than 
Indian  lodges  are  prone  to  be,  and  set  food  before  them  with  true 
unciviliziid  hospitality.  Several  of  them  accompanied  the  hunters 
l>ack  to  the  camp,  when  a  trade  was  immediately  opened.  The 
Cheyeunes  were  ustonishcd  and  delighted  to  find  a  convoy  of 
goods  and  trinkets  thus  brought  into  the  very  heart  of  the  prai- 
rie ;  while  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  companions  were  overjoyed  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  further  supply  of  horses  from  these 
equestrian  savages. 
.  During  a  fortnight  that  the  travellers  lingered  at  this  plaoe, 
their  encampment  was  continually  thronged  by  the  Cheyennes. 
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They  were  a  ciTil,  well-behaved  people,  cleauly  in  their  ppr»ons 
Eod  decoroas  in  their  habita.  The  men  were  tall,  straight  and 
vigorous,  with  nquiliiiG  nosea,  aiid  high  cheek  bones,  Somi)  were 
aluioEt  as  naked  a.a  ancient  statues,  and  might  have  stood  aa 
models  for  a  statuary ;  others  had  leggins  and  moccaaooa  of  deer 
akin,  and  buffalo  robea,  which  they  threw  gracefully  over  their 
■boulders.  In  a  Utile  while,  however,  they  began  to  appear  in 
more  gorgeouii  array,  tricked  out  in  the  finery  obtained  from  tbe 
white  men ;  bright  cloths ;  braas  rings ;  beads  of  various  colors,  and 
happy  was  he  who  could  render  himself  hideous  with  vermilion. 
The  travellers  had  frequent  occaaioa  to  admire  the  skill  and 
grace  with  which  these  Indiana  managed  their  horses.  Some  of 
them  made  a  "striking  display  when  nioanted  ;  themselves  anil 
their  steeds  decorated  in  gala  style  ;  for  the  Indians  oftou  bestow 
more  finery  upon  their  horses  than  upon  themselves.  Some 
would  hang  round  the  necks,  or  rather  on  the  breasts  of  thdr 
horses,  the  moat  precious  ornaments  they  bod  obtained  from  the 
white  men  ;  others  interwove  feathers  in  their  manes  and  tails. 
The  'Indian  horses,  too,  appear  to  have  an  attachment  to  tJieir 
wild  riders,  and  indeed  it  is  said  that  the  horses  of  the  prittriefl 
readily  distinguish  an  Indian  from  a  white  man  by  the  smell, 
and  give  a  preference  to  the  former.  Yet  the  Indians,  ii^ 
general,  are  hard  riders,  and,  however  they  may  value  their 
horses,  treat  them  with  great  roughness  and  neglect.  Occa- 
sionally the  Cbeyennes  joined  the  white  hunters  in  pursuit  of 
the  elk  and  buffalo  ;  and  when  in  the  ardor  of  the  chase,  spared 
neither  themselves  nor  their  steeds,  scouring  tbe  prairies  at  full 
speed,  and  plunging  down  precipices  and  frightful  ravines  that 
threatened  tbe  necks  of  both  horse  and  horseman.  The  Indian 
Rtccd,  well  trained  to  tbe  chase,  seems  as  mad  as  his  rider,  and 
parauea  the  game  as  eagerly  as  if  it  were  his  natural  prey,  on 
the  flesh  of  which  he  was  to  banquet  ^^ 


The  hiBtory  of  the  Chejennes  is  that  of  many  of  those  ma- 
dering  tribes  of  the  prairies.  They  were  the  remnant  of  a  onoe 
powerful  people  called  the  Shawaye,  inhabiting  a  bniDch  of  the 
Red  River  which  flows  into  Lake  Winnipeg.  Every  Indian 
tribe  has  some  rival  tribe  with  which  it  wages  implacable  hostility. 
The  deadly  enemies  of  the  Shawaya  were  the  Sionx,  who,  after  a 
long  course  of  warfare,  proved  too  powerful  for  them,  and  drove 
them  across  the  Missouri  They  again  took  root  near  the 
Warricanne  Creek,  and  established  themselves  there  in  a  forti- 
fied village. 

The  Sioux  still  followed  them  with  deadly  animosity;  dis- 
lodged them  from  their  village,  and  compelled  them  to  take 
.refuge  in  the  Black  Hills,  near  the  upper  waters  of  the  Sheyenne 
or  Cheyenne  Kiver.  Here  they  lost  even  their  name,  and  be- 
came known  among  the  French  colonists  by  that  of  the  river 
they  frequented. 

The  heart  of  the  tribe  was  now  broken ;  its  numbers  wero 
greatly  thinned  by  their  harassing  wars.  They  no  longer 
attempted  to  establish  themselves  is  any  permanent  abode  that 
might  be  an  object  of  attack  to  their  cruel  foes.  They  gave  up 
the  cultivation  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  became  a  wandering 
tribe,  subsisting  by  the  chase,  and  following  the  bufialo  in  ita 
migrations. 

Their  only  possesaions  were  horses,  which  they  canght  on  the 
prairies,  or  reared,  or  captured  on  predatory  incursions  into  the 
Mexican  territories,  as  has  already  been  mentioned.  With  some 
of  these  they  repaired  once  a  year  to  the  Arickara  villages,  ex- 
changed them  for  corn,  beans,  pumpkins,  and  articles  of  Boro- 
pean  merchandise,  and  then  returned  into  the  heart  of  the 
prairies. 

Such  are  the  fluctuating  fortunes  of  these  savage  nations. 
War,  famine,  pestilence,  together  or  singly,  bring  down  their 
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Btreugth  and  thin  their  numbers.  Whole  tribes  ure  rooted  np 
from  their  native  pkccB,  wander  for  a,  time  about  these  immeoBe 
legions,  become  amnlgamaled  with  other  tribea,  or  diaappear  from 
tlie  face  of  the  earth.  There  appears  to  bo  a  tendency  to  extinc- 
tion among  all  the  savage  nations  ;  and  this  ten  den  cj  would  seem 
to  have  been  in  operation  among  the  aboriginals  of  this  country 
long  before  the  advent  of  the  white  men,  if  we  may  Judge  from 
tLe  traces  and  traditions  of  ancient  populousness  in  re^ous 
which  were  silent  and  deserted  at  the  time  of  the  discovery  ]  and 
from  the  rajBtcrioua  and  perplexing  vestiges  of  unknown  races, 
predecessors  of  those  found  in  actual  possession,  and  who  must 
long  since  have  became  gradually  extinguished  or  been  destroyed. 
The  whole  history  of  th&  aboriginal  population  of  this  country, 
however,  is  an  enigma,  and  a  grand  one — will  it  ever  be  solved  ? 


CHAPTER  XHV. 

On  tlie  aisth  of  August  the  trftvellers  bade  forewell  to  the  friend- 
ly band  of  CliejenncB,  aad  resumed  their  journey.  Ah  they  had 
obtained  thirty-six  additioual  horses  by  their  recent  traffic,  Mr. 
Hunt  made  a  new  arrangcmeot  The  baggage  nas  made  up  in 
smaller  loads.  A  horse  was  allotted  to  each  of  the  aiz  prime 
hunters,  and  others  were  distributed  among  the  voyagenrs,  a 
horse  for  every  two,  ^o  that  they  could  ride  and  walk  alternately. 
Mr.  Crooks  being  still  too  feeble  to  mount  the  saddle,  was  carried 
on  a  litter. 

Their  march  this  day  lay  among  singular  hills  and  knoUs  of 
an  indurated  red  enrtli,  resembling  brick,  about  the  bases  of 
which  were  seattered  pumice  stones  and  cinders,  the  whole  bear- 
ing traces  of  the  action  of  fire.  In  the  evening  they  encamped 
on  a  branch  of  Big  River. 

Tlicy  were  now  out  of  the  tract  of  country  infested  by  the 
Sioux,  and  had  advanced  such  a  distance  into  the  interior  that 
Mr.  Tlunt  no  longer  felt  apprehensive  of  the  desertion  of  any 
of  his  men.  He  was  doomed,  however,  to  experience  new  cause 
of  anxiety.  As  he  was  seated  in  his  tent  after  nightfall,  one  of 
the  men  cnnic  to  liim  privately,  and  informed  him  that  there  was 
miiichicf  brewing  in  the  camp.  Edward  Bose,  the  interpreter, 
whose  sinister  looks  we  have  already  mentioned,  was  denonnoed 
by  this  secret  informer  as  a  designing,  treacherous  scoundrel,  who 
was  tampering  with  the  fidelity  of  certain  of  the  men,  and  insti- 
gating them  to  a  flagrant  piece  of  treason.    In  the  course  of  a 
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few  itnj-a  the}'  irould  arrive  at  the  mouDtainoua  district  infeated 
iiy  the  Upsarokas  or  Crows,  the  tribe  among  which  Boeo  was  to 
officiate  aa  interpreter.  Bis  plan  was  that  several  of  the  men 
should  join  with  him,  when  in  that  neighborhood,  in  carrying  off 
a  number  of  the  horses  with  their  packages  of  goods,  aud  desert- 
ing  to  those  savages.  He  assured  them  of  good  treatment 
among  the  Crows,  the  principal  chiefs  nnd  warriors  of  whom  he 
knew  ;  thuy  would  soon  become  great  men  among  them,  and  bttTe 
the  finest  women,  and  the  daughters  of  the  chiefs,  for  wives  ;  and 
the  horses  and  goods  they  carried  off  would  make  them  rich  for 
life. 

The  intelligenee  of  this  treachery  on  the  part  of  Rose  gatfl 
uiuch  disiiuiet  to  Mr.  Hunt,  for  he  knew  not  how  far  it  might  be 
effective  among  his  men.  He  had  already  had  proofs  that  several 
of  them  were  <lisnffepti>d  to  the  enlerprisp.  nnil  lotli  lo  oni.ii.  the 
mountains.  He  knew  also  that  savage  life  had,  charms  fbr 
many  of  them,  especially  the  Canadians,  who  were  prone  to  inter- 
marry and  domesticate  themselves  among  the  Indiana. 

And  here  a  word  or  two  concerning  the  Crows  may  be  of  ser- 
vice to  the  reader,  as  they  will  figure  occasionally  in  th&  succeed- 
ing narration. 

The  tribe  consists  of  four  bands,  which  have  their  nestling- 
places  in  fertile,  well-wooded  valleys,  lying  among  the  Rooky 
Mountains,  and  watcr^l  by  the  Big  Horse  ^iver  and  its  tribu- 
tary streams ;  but,  though  these  are  properly  their  homes,  where 
they  shelter  their  old  people,  their  wives,  and  their  cbildren,  the 
men  of  the  tribe  are  almost  continually  on  the  foray  and  the 
scamper.  They  are,  in  fact,  notorious  marauders  and  horse- 
stealers; crossing  and  recrossing  the  mountains,  robbing  on  tbe 
one  side,  and  conveying  their  spoils  to  the  other.  Hence,  we  are 
told,  is  derived  their  name,  given  to  them  on  account  of  their 
nnsettled  and  predatory  habits ;  winging  their  flight,  like  the 
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croWB,  from  one  side  of  the  monnt^iiB  to  the  other,  and  making 
iree  booty  of  e^ery  thing  that  lies  in  tbeir  way.  Worses,  how- 
ever, are  tho  espeeiat  objects  of  their  depredations,  and  their  skill 
and  audaoity  in  stealing  them  are  said  to  be  astonishing.  This 
is  their  glory  and  delight ;  an  accomplished  horse-stealer  fills  up 
their  idea  of  a  hero.  Many  horses  are  obtained  by  them,  also, 
in  barter  from  tribes  in  and  beyond  the  mountuns.  They  hare 
an  absolute  passion  for  this  noble  animal ;  beside  which  be  ia 
with  them  an  important  object  of  traffic.  Once  a  year  they  make 
a  visit  to  the  Mandana,  Minatarees,  and  other  tribes  of  the  Hia- 
souri,  taking  with  them  droves  of  horses  which  they  exchange  for 
guns,  ammanition,  trinkets,  vermilion,  cloths  of  bright  cohtrs, 
and  various  other  articles  of  European  manufacture.  With  these 
they  supply  tbeir  own  wants  and  caprices,  and  carry  on  the 
internal  trade  for  horses  already  mentioned. 

The  plot  of  Bose  to  rob  and  abandon  his  countrymen  when 
in  the  heart  of  the  wilderness,  and  to  throw  himself  into  the 
hands  of  a  horde  of  savages,  may  appear  strange  and  improbable 
to  those  unacquainted  with  the  singular  and  anomalous  charac- 
ters that  arc  to  be  found  about  the  borders.  This  fellow,  it  ap- 
pears, was  one  of  those  desperadoes  of  the  frontiers,  outlawed  by 
their  crimes,  who  combine  the  vices  of  civiliied  and  savage  life, 
and  are  ten  times  more  barbarous  than  the  Indians  with  whom 
they  consort.  Rose  had  formerly  belonged  to  one  of  the  gangs 
of  pirates  who  infested  the  islands  of  the  Mississippi,  plundering 
boats  as  they  went  up  and  down  the  river,  and  who  sometimes 
shifted  the  scene  of  their  robberies  to  the  shore,  waylaying  trav- 
ellers as  they  returned  by  land  from  New  Orleans  with  the  pro- 
ceeds of  their  downward  voyage,  plundering  them  of  their  money 
and  effects,  and  often  ptrpetrating  the  most  atrocious  murders. 

These  hordes  of  villuns  being  broken  up  and  dispersed,  Bose 
had  betaken  himself  to  the  wilderness,  and  associated  hinuwlf 
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witli  the  Crows,  whose  predatory  habits  were  congenml  with  his 
own,  liad  married  a  woman  of  the  tribe,  and,  in  abort,  bad  iden- 
tified hiniaelf  with  those  Tagntnt  savages. 

Such  waa  the  worthy  guide  and  interpreter,  Edward  RoBe. 
We  gi»e  hi»  Btory,  however,  not  as  it  was  known  to  Mr  Hunt 
■nd  hia  eompanioDS  at  the  time,  but  as  it  has  been  subseijuently 
ascertained.  Enoagb  was  known  of  the  fellow  and  his  dark  and 
pATfidioua  character  to  put  Mr.  Hunt  upon  hia  guard :  still,  ss 
there  was  no  knowing  how  far  his  plana  might  have  su^eeded, 
and  as  any  rash  act  might  blow  the  mere  smouldering  sparks  of 
treason  into  a  sadden  bIaEC*it  was  ihoagh  advisable  by  those 
with  whom  Mr.  Bunt  consulted,  to  conceal  alt  kuowledge  or 
suspicion  of  the  meditated  treachery,  but  t«  keep  up  a  vigilant 
wat«h  upon  the  movements  of  Rose,  and  a  strict  guard  upon  the 
hoTBes  at  sight. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

■  Xhb  pUina  over  which  the  travellerH  were  journeying  continued 
to  be  destitute  of  trees  or  even  shrubs ;  inaomuoh  that  they  had 
to  use  the  dung  of  the  buffalo  for  fuel,  as  the  Arabs  of  the  desert 
use  that  of  the  camel.  This  substitute  for  fuel  ie  univeraal 
among  the  Indians  of  these  upper  prairies,  and  is  said  to  make 
a  fire  equal  to  that  of  turf  If  a  few  chips  are  added,  it  throws 
out  a  cheerful  and  kindly  blaze. 

These  plains,  however,  had  not  always  been  equally  destitute 
of  wood,  as  was  evident  from  the  trunks  of  the  trees  which  the 
trsTetlers  repeateilly  met  with,  some  still  standing,  others  lying 
about  in  broken  fragments,  but  all  in  a  fossil  state,  having 
flourished  iu  times  long  past.  In  these  singular  remains,  the 
original  grain  of  the  wo(Al  was  still  so  distinct  that  they  could  be 
ascertained  to  be  the  ruins  of  oak  trees.  Several  pieces  of  the 
fossil  wood  were  selected  by  the  men  to  serve  aa  whetstones. 

In  this  part  of  the  journey  there  was  no  lack  of  provisions, 
for  the  prairies  were  covered  with  immense  herds  of  bofEUo. 
These,  in  general,  are  aniraats  of  peaceful  demeanqr,  gracing 
quietly  like  domestic  cattle ;  but  this  was  the  season  when  they 
are  in  heat,  and  when  the  bulls  are  usually  fierce  and  pugnaoions. 
There  was  accordingly  a  universal  restlessness  and  commotion 

'  throughout  the  plain ;  and  the  amorous  herds  gave  uttennoe  to 
their  feelings  in  low  bellowings  that  resounded  like  dietanl 
thunder.  Here  and  there  fierce  duellos  took  place  between  rival 
enamoradoB  ;  butting  their  huge  shagged  fronts  together,  goring 
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each  other  with  their  short  black  horns,  and  tenring  up  the  earth 
with  llieir  feet  in  perfect  fury. 

In  one  of  the  evening  hiilta,  Pierre  Dnrion,  the  interpreter, 
together  with  Carsou  and  Gurdpic,  two  of  the  hunters,  were  miss- 
ing, nor  had  the}^  returned  by  morning.  As  it  \m  uippo&ed  they* 
had  wandered  awaj  iu  pursuit  of  buffalo,  and  would  recLdily  find 
the  trnek  of  the  party,  no  »olieitudc  was  felt  on  their  aireount  A 
fire  van  left  burning,  to  guide  them  by  its  column  of  smoke,  and 
the  travellers  proceeded  on  their  niareh.  In  the  evening  a  Bignal 
fire  wu  made  ou  a  hill  adjacent  to  the  vamp,  and  in  the  morning 
It  wafl  replenished  with  fuel  so  as  to  lust  throughout  the  day. 
These  signals  are  usual  among  the  Indians,  to  give  warnings  to 
each  other,  or  to  call  home  straggling  huutera ;  and  such  is  the 
transparency  of  the  atmosphere  in  those  elevated  plains,  that  a 
slight  column  of  smoke  can  be  discerned  from  a  great  distance, 
particularly  in  the  evenings.  Two  or  three  days  elapsed,  how- 
ever, without  the  reappearance  of  the  three  hunters ;  and  Mr. 
Hunt  slackened  his  march  to  give  them  time  to  overtake  him. 

A  vigilant  watch  continued  to  be  kept  upon  the  movements  of 
Bose,  and  of  such  of  the  men  as  were  considered  doubtful  in  their 
loyalty ;  but  nothing  occurred  to  excite  immediate  apprehensions. 
Boee  evidently  was  not  a  favorite  among  his  comrades,  and  it  was 
hoped  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  make  any  real  partisans. 

On  the  10th  of  August  they  encamped  among  hills,  on  the 
highest  peak  of  which  Mr  Hunt  caused  a  huge  pyre  of  pine  wood 
to  be  made,  which  soon  sent  up  a  great  column  of  flame  that  might 
be  seen  far  and  wide  over  the  prairies.  This  fire  biased  all  night, 
and  was  amply  replenished  at  daybreak ;  so  that  the  towering 
pillar  of  fmoko  could  not  but  be  descyed  by  the  wanderers  if 
within  the  distance  of  a  day's  journey. 

It  is  a  common  occurrence  in  these  regions,  where  the  fea- 
tures of  the  country  bo  much  resemble  each  other,  for  hunters  to 


Ias«  themselves  and  wander  for  man;  days,  before  the;  can  find 
their  way  back  to  the  main  bodjr  of  their  party.  In  the  prcaeiit 
instanc^  however,  a  more  than  common  solicitude  was  felt,  in 
consequence  of  the  distrust  awakened  by  the  sinister  designs  of 
»  Rose. 

The  route  now  became  excessively  toilsome,  over  a  ridge  of 
steep  rocky  hills,  covered  with  loose  stones.  These  were  inter- 
sected by  deep  valleys,  formed  by  two  branches  of  Big  River, 
coming  from  the  south  of  west,  both  of  which  they  crossed. 
These  streams  were  bordered  by  meadows,  well  stocked  with 
buffaloes.  Loads  of  meat  were  brought  in  by  the  hunters;  but 
the  travellers  were  rendered  dainty  by  profoaion,  and  would  oook 
only  the  choice  pieces. 

They  bad  now  travelled  for  several  days  at  a  very  slow  rate, 
aad  had  made  signal-fires  and  left  traces  of  their  route  at  every 
stage,  yet  nothing  was  heard  or  seen  of  the  lost  men.  It  bc^n 
to  be  feared  that  they  might  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  some 
lurking  band  of  savages.  A  party  numerous  as  that  of  Mr. 
Hunt,  with  a  long  train  of  pack-horses,  moving  across  open  plains 
or  naked  hills,  is  discoverable  at  a  great  distance  by  Indian 
scouts,  who  spread  the  intelligence  rapidly  to  various  points,  and 
assemble  their  friends  to  hang  about  the  skirts  of  the  travellers, 
steal  their  horses,  or  cut  off  any  stragglers  from  the  mun  body. 

Mr.  Hunt  and  his  companions  were  more  and  more  senaftle 
how  much  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  this  snllen  and  daring 
vagabond  Rose,  to  do  them  mischief,  when  they  should  beoom« 
entangled  in  the  defiles  of  the  monntains,  with  the  passes  of  whioh 
they  were  wholly  unacquainted,  and  whioh  were  infeBt«d  hj  bis 
freebooting  friends,  the  Crows.  There,  should  he  snooeed  in  ae- 
ducing  some  of  the  pa'rty  into  his  plans,  he  might  carry  off  the 
best  horses  and  effects,  throw  himself  among  his  savage  allies,  and 
aet  all  pursuit  at  defiance.     Mr.  Hunt  resolved,  therefore,  to  frna- 


traU  the  knave,  divert  him,  by  nUnagqpiciit,  from  hia  pluns,  tad 
nuke  it  sufficiently  ailT&DtHgeoas  for  him  to  rcouiiii  honest.  He 
took  occasion,  sccordiugly,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  to  in- 
form Kdsc  that,  having  engaged  him  chieBy  as  a  guide  and  inter- 
preter through  the  country  of  the  Crows,  they  would  not  Gtand 
in  need  of  his  services  beyond.  Knowing,  therefore,  hie  connec- 
tion by  marriage  with  that  tribe,  and  his  pri^dilection  for  a  reisi'  • 
dence  among  them,  they  would  put  no  restraint  upon  his  will,  bat, 
whenever  they  met  with  a  party  of  that  people,  would  leave  him 
at  liberty  to  remain  among  his  adopted  brethren.  Furthermore 
that,  in  thus  parting  with  him,  they  would  pay  him  half  a  year's 
wages  in  coneideralion  of  his  past  services,  and  would  give  himk 
liorpe,  tUriti:  l)i}uvi:r  traps,  and  sundry  other  articles  calculated  to 
Bet  him  up  in  the- world.  . 

This  unexpected  liberality,  which  made  it  nearly  as  profitaMe 
and  infinitely  less  haiardons  for  Rose  to  remain  honest  than  to 
play  the  rogue,  completely  disarmed  him.  From  that  time  hia 
whole  deportment  underwent  a  change.  Hia  brow  cleared  op 
and  appeared  more  cheerful ;  he  left  off  his  sullen,  skulking  hafaita, 
and  made  no  further  attempte  to  tamper  with  the  &itti  of  his 
comrades.  * 

On  the  13th' of  August  Mr.  Hunt  varied  Mb  course,  and  in- 
clined westward,  in  hopes  of  falling  in  with  the  three  lost  hunt- 
ers; who,  it  was  now  thought,  might  have  kept  to  the  right  hand 
of  Big  River.  This  course  soon  brought  him  to  a  fork  of  the 
Little  Missouri,  about  a  hundred  yards  wide,  and  resembling  the 
great  river  of  the  same  name  in  the  strength  of  its  current,  its 
turbid  water,  and  the  frequency  of  drift-wood  and  sunken  trees. 

Rugged  moontains  appeared  ahead,  crowding  down  to  tlie 
water  ^dge,  and  offering  a  barrier  to  further  progress  on  the  side 
they  were  ascending  Crossing  the  river,  therefore,  they  en- 
camped on  its  northwest  bank,  where  they  found  good  pastungs 


and  bu&lo  in  abandano*  The  weather  was  overcast  and  rainjr, 
and  a  general  gloom  pervaded  the  camp ;  the  vojageurs  eat 
smoking  in  groups,  with  their  ehouldera  as  high  as  their  heads, 
croaking  their  forebodings,  when  suddenly  towards  evening  a 
shout  of  joy  gave  notice  that  the  lost  men  were  found.  They 
came  slowly  lagging  into  the  camp,  with  weary  looks,  and  horses 
jaded  and  wayworn.  They  had,  in  fact,  been  for  several  days  in- 
cessantly on  the  move.  In  their  hunting  excursion  on  the  pratries 
they  had  pushed  so  far  in  pursuit  of  buffalo,  afl  to  find  it  impos- 
sible to  retrace  their  steps  over  plains  trampled  by  innnmer«ble 
herds ;  and  were  baffled  by  the  monotony  of  the  landscape  in 
their  attempts  to  recall  landmarks.  They  bad  ridden  to  and  fro 
nntil  they  had  almost  lost  the  points  of  the  compass,  and  become 
•totally  bewildered ;  nor  did  they  ever  perceive  any  of  the  signal 
fires  and  columns  of  smoke  made  by  their  comrades.  At  length, 
about,  two  days  previously,  when  almost  spent  by  anxiety  and 
hard  riding,  they  came,  to  their  great  joy,  upon  the  "trail"  of 
the  party,  which  they  had  since  followed  up  steadily. 

Those  only,  who  have  experienced  the  warm  cordiality  that 
grows  up  between  comrades  in  wild  and  adventurous  expeditions 
of  the  kind,  can  picture  to  themselves  the  hearty  cheering  with 
which  the  stra^lers  were  welcomed  to  the  camp.  Every  one 
crowded  round  them  to  ask  qnestions,  and  to  hear  the  story  of 
their  mishaps ;  and  even  the  aquaw  of  the  moody  lialf-l»«ed, 
Pierre  Dorion,  forgot  the  sternness  of  his  domestic  rule,  and  the 
conjugal  discipline  of  the  cudgel,  in  her  joy  at  his  safe  retam. 


BLACK   MOUNTAINS. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 


Uk.  Hunt  and  his  party  were  now  on  the  akirts  of  tho  Black 
Hills,  or  Black  Mountains,  as  the;  arc  sonietiuies  called  ;  an  ex- 
tensive chain,  tying  about  a  hundred  miloa  east  of  tho  Rocky 
Moantjuns,  nntl  strctolung  in  a  northeast  direction  from  the  south 
fork  of  the  Nebraska,  or  Platte  Biver,  to  the  great  north  bend  of 
the  Missouri-  The  Sierra  or  ridge  of  the  Black  Hills,  in  fkot, 
forms  the  dividing  line  between  the  waters  of  the  Missouri  and 
those  of  thu  Arkansas  and  the  Mississippi,  and  gives  rine  to  ibe 
Chejenne,  the  Little  MiBBOon,  «nd  sevend  tributary  atreanu  of 
tke  Tellowetone. 

The  wild  recesses  of  these  hills,  like  those  of  the  Rooky 
HonntkinB,  Are  retreats  knd  Inrking-pUces  for  broken  and  preda- 
tory tribes,  and  it  ¥rss  among  them  that  the  remnant  of  the 
Cheyenne  tribe  took  refiige,  as  has  been  stated,  from  their  eon- 
qnering  enemies,  the  Sionx. 

The  Black  Hills  are  chiefly  composed  of  sandstone,  and  in 
many  places  are  broken  into  savage  cliffs  and  precipices,  and  pre- 
sent the  most  singular  and  &ntastic  forms  i  sometimes  resembling 
towns  and  castellated  fortresses.  The  ignorant  inhabitants  of 
plains  are  prone  to  clothe  the  mountains  that  bound  their  horiion 
with  &nciful  and  superstitious  attributes.  Thus  the  wandering 
tribes  of  the  prairies,  who  often  behold  clouds  gathering  round 
the  summits  of  these  hills,  and  lightning  Sashing,  and  thunder 
pealing  from  them,  when  all  the  neighboring  plains  are  serene 
and  sunny,  consider  them  the  abode  of  the  genii  or  thunder- 


s{urits,  who  fabric&tfi  storms  and  tempests.  On  entering  their 
defiles,  therefore,  they  often  hang  offerings  on  the  trees,  or  place 
them  on  the  rocks,  to  propitiate  the  inviaihle  "  lords  of  the  moun- 
tains," and  procure  good  weather  aod  eucceasfal  hunting ;  and 
thej  attach  unusual  significance  to  the  echoes  which  haunt  the 
precipices.  This  superstition  may  also  have  arisen,  in  part,  from 
a  natural  phenomenon  of  a  singular  nature.  In  the  most  calm 
and  serene  weather,  and  at  all  times  of  the  day  or  night,  snccea- 
sive  reports  are  now  and  then  heard  among  these  mountains, 
resembling  the  discbarge  of  Bcveral  pieces  of  artillery.  Similar 
reports  were  heard  by  Messrs,  Lewis  and  Olarke  in  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  which  they  say,  were  attributed  by  the  Indiana  to  the 
bursting  of  the  rich  mines  of  silver  contained  in  tbc-bosom  of  the 
uioun  tains. 

la  fact  these  singular  explosions  have  received  fanciful  expla- 
nations from  learned  men,  and  have  not  been  satisfitctorily 
accounted  for  even  by  philosophers.  They  are  said  to  occur  frtt- 
quently  in  Brazil.  Vaaconcellcs,  a  Jesuit  father,  describes  one 
which  he  heard  in  the  Sierra,  or  moontain  region  of  Piratininga, 
and  which  he  compares  to  the  discbarges  of  a  park  of  artillery. 
The  Indians  told  him  that  it  was  an  explosion  of  stones.  The 
worthy  father  had  soon  a  satisfactory  proof  of  the  truth  of  their 
information,  for  the  very  place  was  found  where  a  rock  bad  burst 
and  exploded  from  its  entrails  a  stony  mass,  like  a  bomb-shell, 
and  of  the  size  of  a  bull's  heart.  This  mass  was  broken  mtber 
in  its  ejection  or  its  fall,  and  wonderful  was  the  internal  organi- 
sation revealed.  It  had  a  shell  harder  even  than  iron  ;  within 
which  were  arranged,  like  the  seeds  of  a  pomegranate,  jewels  of 
various  colors  ;  some  transparent  as  crystal ;  others  of  a  fine  red, 
and  others  of  mixed  hues.  The  same  phenomcDon  is  said  to  oo- 
cur  occasionally  in  the  adjacent  province  of  Guayra,  where  atones 
of  the  bigness  of  a  man's  hand  are  exploded,  with  a  load  noiM, 
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from  the  bosom  of  the  earth,  and  Bcatter  about  glittering  and 
beautifol  fragments  that  look  like  precious  gems,  but  are  of  no 

The  ladians  of  the  OrelUnDa,  also,  t«ll  of  horrible  ooiaeB 
heard  oceBBionatly  in  the  Parogiiaio,  which  tbej  oousider  the 
lhro«s  and  groans  of  the  mountain,  endeavoring  ta  cast  forth  the 
preeJDUs  etouee  hidden  vithin  its  entrails.  Others  have  endeav- 
ored to  account  for  these  discharges  of  '■  mouQiain  artillery ''  an 
humbler  principles ;  attributing  them  to  the  loud  reports  made 
by  the  disruption  and  fall  of  great  masses  of  roek,  reverberated 
and  prolonged  by  the  echoes ;  others,  to  the  diaengagcmcnt  of 
hydrogen,  produced  by  subterraneous  beds  of  coal  in  a  stat«  of 
ignition.  In  whatever  way  this  singular  phenomenon  may  be 
accounted  for,  the  existence  of  it  appears  to  be  well  established. 
It  remains  one  of  the  lingering  mysteries  of  nature  which  throw 
soiuethiug  of  a  supernuiural  charm  over  her  wild  mountain  soli- 
tudes ;  and  we  donbt  whether  the  imaginative  reader  will  not 
ratb«r  join  with  the  poor  Indian  in  attributing  it  to  the  thnndor- 
spirita,  or  the  guardian  genii  of  unseon  treaanrea,  than  to  anj 
.  commonplace  physical  cause. 

Whatever  might  be  the  snpematural  inflneaoea  among  tboM 
monntuns;  the  travellers  found  their  phjMOal  diffioultiea  baid 
to  cope  wilR  They  made  repeated  attempts  to  find  a  paasag* 
through,  or  over  the  chain,  but  were  as  oft«n  turned  back  1^ 
impassable  barriers.  Sometimes  a  defile  seemed  to  open  a  prac- 
ticable path,  but  it  would  terminate  in  some  wild  chaos  of  rocks 
and  cliffs,  which  It  was  impossible  to  climb.  The  animals  of 
these  solitary  r^ions  were  different  from  those  they  had  been 
accustomed  to.  The  bUek-tailed  deer  would  bound  up  the 
ravines  on  their  approach,  and  the  bighorn  would  gase  fearlesalj 
down  upon  them  from  some  impending  precipice,  or  skip  piny- 
follj  from  rook  to  rock.     These  animals  are  only  to  be  met  with 


in  mountainous  regions.  The  former  ia  larger  than  the  c 
deer,  but  its  flesh  ia  not  equally  esteemed  by  hunters.  It  haa 
very  large  cars,  and  the  tip  of  the.  tail  is  black,  from  which  it 
derives  its  name. 

The  bighorn  ia  so  named  from  its  horns ;  which  are  of  a  great 
size,  and  twisted  like  those  of  a  ram.  It  is  called  by  some  the 
argali,  by  others,  the  ibex,  though  differing  from  both  of  these 
animals.  The  Mandans  call  it  the  ahsahta,  a  name  much  better 
than  the  clumsy  appellation  which  it  generally  bears.  It  is  of 
the  size  of  a  small  elk,  or  large  deer,  and  of  a  dun  color,  ex- 
cepting the  belly  and  round  the  tail,  where  it  is  white.  In  its 
habits  it  resembles  the  goat,  frequenting  the  rudest  precipices ; 
cropping  the  herbage  from  their  edges ;  and  like  the  ohamois, 
bounding  lightly  and  securely  among  dizzy  heights,  where  the 
hunter  dares  not  venture.  It  is  difficult,  therefore,  to  get  within 
shot  of  it.  Ben  Jonca  the  hunter,  however,  in  one  of  the  passes 
of  the  Black  Hills,  succeeded  in  bringing  down  a  bighorn  from 
the  verge  of  a  precipice,  the  fleah  of  which  was  pronounced  by 
the  gourmands  of  the  camp  to  have  the  Savor  of  excellent 
mutton. 

Baffled  in  his  attempts  to  traverse  this  monntMU  chain,  Mr. ' 
Hunt  skirted  along  it  to  the  southwest,  keeping  it  on  the  right ; 
and  still  in  hopes  of  finding  an  opening.  At  an  euly  hour  one 
day,  he  encamped  in  a  narrow  valley  on  the  banks  of  a  beautiiiilly 
clear  but  rusby  pool ;  surrounded  by  thickets  bearing  abundance 
of  wild  cherrica,  currants,  and  yellow  and  purple  gooseberries. 

While  the  afternoon's  meal  was  in  preparation,  Mr.  Hunt  and 
Mr.  M'Kenzie  ascended  to  the  summit  of  the  nearest  hill,  from 
whence,  aided  by  the  purity  and  transparency  of  the  evening 
atmosphere,  they  commanded  a  vast  prospect  on  all  sides.  Be- 
low them  extended  a  plain,  dotted  with  innumerable  herds  of 
buffalo.    Some  were  lying  down  among  the  herbage,  others  roua- 
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ing  in  their  nnboanded  pastares,  while  rnktij  were  engaged  in 
fierce  contests  like  those  alread;  described,  their  low  bellowing! 
remching  the  ear  like  the  hoarse  mnrmurs  of  the  surf  on  a  dbtant 

Far  off  in  the  west  they  descried  a  range  of  lofty  moantaiuB 
printing  the  clear  horizon,  some  of  them  evidently  capped  with 
^KTw.  These  they  supposed  to  be  the  Big  Horn  Monntains,  so 
called  from  the  animal  of  that  name,  with  which  they  abound. 
They  are  a  spnr  of  the  great  Rooky  chain.  The  hill  from  whenoe 
Mr.  Hunt  had  this  prospect  was,  according  to  his  compatation, 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  Arickara  village. 

On  returning  to  the  camp,  Mr.  Hunt  found  some  uneasiness 
prevailing  among  the  Canadian  voyugeurs.  In  straying  among 
tlje  thickets  they  had  beheld  tracks  of  grizzly  bears  in  every 
direction  ;  doubtless  attracted  thither  by  the  fruit.  To  their 
dismay,  they  now  found  that  they  had  encamped  in  one  of  the 
&vorite  resorts  of  this  dreaded  animal.  The  idea  marred  all  the 
comfort  of  the  encampment.  As  night  closed,  the  surrounding 
thickets  were  peopled  with  terrors ;  insomuch  that,  according  to 
Mr.  Hunt,  they  coald  not  help  starting  at  every  little  breeH 
that  stirred  the  bushes. 

The  grizzly  bear  is  the  only  really  formidable  quadruped  of 
our  continent  He  is  the  favorite  theme  of  the  hunters  of  the 
&r  West,  who  describe  him  as  cijual  in  size  to  a  common  cow  and 
of  prodigiouH  strength.  He  makes  battle  if  assailed,  and  often, 
if  pressed  by  hunger,  is  the  assailant.  If  wounded,  he  becomes 
furious  and  will  pursue  the  hunter  His  speed  eiceeds  that  of 
a  man.  but  is  inferior  to  that  of  a  hor.'ie.  In  attacking  be  rears 
himself  on  his  hind  legs,  and  springs  the  length  of  his  body. 
Woe  to  horse  or  rider  that  comes  within  the  sweep  of  his  tcrrifio 
claws,  which  are  sometimes  nine  inches  in  length,  and  tear  evarj 
thing  before  them. 

II 
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At  the  time  we  are  treating  of,  the  griiily  bear  was  still 
frequent  on  the  Missouri,  and  in  the  lower  countrj',  bat,  Uko 
some  of  the  broken  tribee  of  the  prairie,  he  has  gradnally  fallen 
back  before  his  enemies,  and  is  now  chiefly  to  be  found  in  tite 
upland  regions,  tn  rugged  fastnesses,  like  those  of  the  Black 
Hills  and  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Here  be  lurka  in  caverDS,  or 
holes  wbich  he  has  digged  in  the  sides  of  hills,  or  under  tte 
roots  and  trunks  of  fallen  trees.  Like  the  common  bear  he  is 
fond  of  fruits,  and  mast,  and  roots,  the  latter  of  which  he  will 
dig  up  with  his  fore  claws.  He  is  camiTorous  also,  and  will 
even  attack  and  conquer  the  lordly  bnffalo,  dragging  his  hago 
carcass  to  the  neighborhood  of  his  den,  that  he  may  prey  upon  it 
at  his  leisure. 

The  hunters,  both  white  and  red  men,  consider  this  the  mcyt 
heroic  game.  They  prefer  to  hunt  him  on  horseback,  and  irill 
venture  so  near  as  sometimes  to  singe  his  hiur  with  the  flash  of 
the  rifle.  The  hunter  of  the  griuly  bear,  however,  must  bo  an 
experienced  hand,  and  know  where  to  aim  at  a  vital  part ;  for  of 
all  quadrupeds,  ho  is  the  most  difficult  to  be  killed.  He  will 
receive  repeated  wounds  without  flinching,  and  rarely  is  a  Hbofe 
mortal  unless  through  the  head  or  heart. 

That  the  dangers  apprehended  from  the  griuly  hear,  at  this 
night  encampment,  were  not  imaginary,  was  proved  on  the  foUoiT' 
ing  morning.  Among  the  lured  men  of  the  party  was  om 
William  Gannon,  who  had  been  a  soldier  at  one  of  the  frontier 
posts,  and  entered  into  the  employ  of  Mr.  Hunt  at  Mackinnr. 
He  was  an  inexperienced  hunter  and  a  poor  shot,  for  wbidi  h* 
was  much  bantered  by  his  more  adroit  comrades.  Piqued  »t 
their  raillery,  be  had  been  practising  ever  since  he  had  j<uned 
the  expedition,  but  without  success.  In  the  course  of  the  pre- 
aent  afternoon,  he  went  forth  by  himself  to  take  a  leaaos  in 
venerie,  and,  to  his  great  delight,  had  the  good  fortune  to  kill  • 
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boAdo.  Ab  he  was  a  oousiderable  disUooe  60m  the  osmp,  1w 
out  oat  the  tongue  and  some  of  the  choice  bits,  made  them  ii^ 
a  parcel,  and,  alinging  them  on  his  Bhonlders  bj  a  strap  paaaei) 
round  his  forehead,  as  the  Toyagenre  carry  packages  of  goodl) 
aet  ont  all  glorious  for  the  camp,  anticipating  a  triumph  over  his 
ttfother  hunters.  In  passing  through  a  narrow  ravine,  he  heard 
a  noise  behind  him,  and  looking  round  beheld,  to  his  dlsmaf,  a 
griuly  bear  in  full  pursuit,  apparently  attracted  by  the  scent  of 
the  meaL  Cannon  had  heard  so  much  of  the  invulnerability  of 
this  tremendous  animal,  that  he  never  attempted  to  fire,  bn^ 
slipping  the  strap  from  his  forehead,  let  go  the  bufialo  meat  and 
tan  for  his  life.  The  bear  did  not  stop  to  rc^e  himself  w^ 
the  game,  but  kept  on  after  the  hunter.  He  had  nearly  ovw; 
tajien  him  when  Cannon  reached  a  tree,  and,  throwing  do*-n  his 
rifle,  scrambled  up  iL  The  next  instant  Bruin  was  at  the  foot 
of  the  tree  ;  but,  aa  this  species  of  bear  does  not  climb,  he  oon- 
ttt)t«d  himself  with  turning  the  chase  into  a  blockade.  Night 
came  on.  In  the  darkness  Cannon  could  not  perceive  whether 
or  not  the  enemy  maintained  his  station ;  but  his  fears  picturfd 
faim  rigorously  mounting  guard.  He  passed  the  night,  therefore) 
in  the  tree,  a  prey  to  dismal  fancies.  In  the  morning  the  bear 
was  gone.  .  Cannon  warily  descended  the  tree,  gathered  up  hia 
gun,  and  made  the  best  of  his  way  back  to  the  camp,  without 
venturing  to  look  after  bis  buSklo  meat. 

While  on  this  tbeme  we  will  add  another  anecdote  of  an  ad- 
venture with  a  griwly  bear,  told  of  John  Day,  the  Kentucky 
hunter,  but  which  happened  at  a  different  period  of  the  expedi- 
tion. Day  was  hunting  in  company  with  one  of  the  clerks  of  the 
company,  a  lively  youngster,  who  was  a  great  favorite  with  the 
veteran,  but  whose  vivacity  be  had  continually  to  keep  in  check. 
They  were  in  search  of  deer,  when  suddenly  a  huge  griuly  bear 
emerged  &om  a  thicket  abont  thirty  yards  distant,  rearing  tun- 


Mlf  upon  his  bind  Ic^s  with  a  terrilia  growl,  and  diapU;ing  a 
Mdeooe  arraj  of  teeth  and  claws.  The  rifle  of  the  joung  man 
waB  levelled  in  tm  instant,  bat  John  Day's  iron  hand  was  as  quickly 
upon  his  arm.  "  Be  quiet,  hoj  I  be  quiet  I"  exoUumed  the  hunter 
between  his  clinched  teeth,  and  without  turning  his  eyes  from 
the  bear.  Tbejr  remained  mottonlese.  The  monster  regarded 
them  for  a  time,  then,  lowering  himself  on  his  fore  paws,  slowly 
withdrew.  He  had  not  gone  many  paces  before  he  again  turned, 
reared  himself  on  his  hind  legs,  and  repeated  his  menace.  Day's 
hand  was  still  on  the  arm  of  his  young  companion ;  he  again 
pressed  it  hard,  and  kept  repeating  between  bis  t«etb,  "  Quiet, 
boy  I — keep  qniet ! — keep  quiet  I" — though  the  latter  had  not 
made  a  move  since  his  first  prohibition.  The  bear  again  lowered 
himself  on  all  fours,  retreated  some  twenty  yards  fiirther,  and 
again  turned,  reared,  showed  bis  teeth,  and  growled.  This  third 
menace  was  too  mncb  for  the  game  spirit  of  John  Day.  "  By 
JoTC  I"  exclaimed  he,  "  I  can  stand  this  no  longer,"  and  in  an 
instant  a  ball  from  his  rifle  wbiued  into  the  foe.  The  wonnd 
was  not  mortal ;  but,  luckily,  it  dismayed  instead  of  enra^ng 
the  animal,  and  he  retreated  into  the  thicket 

Day's  young  companion  reproached  him  for  not  practising  the 
oantioa  whioh  he  enjoined  upon  others.  "  Why,  b*y,"  replied 
the  veteran,  "  caution  is  caution,  but  one  must  not  put  up  with 
too  much  even  from  a  bear.  Would  you  have  me  sutbr  myaalf 
to  be  bullied  all  day  by  a  varmint  7" 
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CHAPTER  XXVn. 

Fob  the  two  following  days,  the  travellera  puraaed  a  veaterly 
coarse  for  thirtj-four  miles  along  &  ridge  of  country  diTiding  the 
tributary  waters  of  the  Missouri  and  the  Yellowstone.  As  Und- 
marks  they  guided  themselTes  by  the  summits  of  the  far  distant 
mountains,  which  they  supposed  to  belong  to  the  Big  Horn  chain. 
They  were  gradually  rising  into  a  higher  temperature,  for  the 
weather  was  cold  for  the  seaaon,  with  a  sharp  frost  in  the  night, 
and  ice  of  an  eighth  of  an  inch  in  thickoess. 

On  the  twenty-second  of  August,  early  in  the  day,  they  came 
upon  the  trail  of  a  numeroas  band.  Rose  and  the  other  bnnlbrs 
examined  the  foot-prints  with  great  attention,  and  determined  it 
to  be  the  trail  of  a  party  of  Crows,  returning  from  an  annual 
trading  visit  M  the  Handans.  As  this  trail  afforded  more  com- 
modioiis  travelling,  they  immediately  struck  into  it,  and  followed 
it  for  two  days.  It  led  them  over  rongb  hills,  and  through  broken 
gnllics,  during  which  time  they  suffered  great  fatigue  from  the 
ruggednosa  of  tlie  country.  The  weather,  too,  which  had  re- 
cently been  frosty,  was  now  oppressively  warm,  and  there  was  a 
great  scarcity  of  water,  insomuch  that  a  valuable  dog  belonging 
to  Mr  M'Kcniic  died  of  thirst. 

At  one  time  they  had  twenty-five  miles  of  painful  travel,  with- 
out a  drop  of  water,  until  they  arrived  at  a  small  running  stream. 
Here  they  eagerly  skked  their  thirst ;  but,  this  being  allayed, 
the  calls  of  hunger  became  equally  importunate.  Ever  since  thej 
had  got  among  these  barren  and  arid  hills,  where  there  waa  S 


deficiency  of  grass,  thej  had  met  with  no  buffaloes  ;  those  mni- 
mals  keeping  in  the  grassy  meadows  near  the  streams.  They 
were  obliged,  therefore,  to  have  recourse  to  their  corn  meal,  which 
they  reserved  for  such  emergencies.  Some,  however,  were  luoky 
enough  to  kill  a  wolf,  which  they  cooked  for  snpper,  and  pro- 
nonnced  excellent  food. 

The  next  morning  they  resumed  their  wayfaring,  hungry  and 
Jaded,  and  had  a  dogged  march  of  eighteen  miles  among  the  sama 
kind  of  hills.  At  length  they  emerged  upon  a  stream  of  clear 
water,  one  of  the  forks  of  Powder  River,  and  to  their  great 
joy  beheld  once  more  wide  grassy  meadows,  stocked  with  herds 
of  buffalo.  For  several  days  they  kept  along  the  banks  of  the 
river,  asccndiug  it  about  eighteen  miles.  It  was  a  hunter's  para* 
dise ;  the  bufhiocs  were  in  such  abundance  that  they  were  ena- 
bled to  kill  as  many  as  they  pleased,  and  to  jerk  a  sufficient 
supply  of  .meat  for  several  days'  journeying.  Here,  then,  they 
revelled  and  reposed  after  their  hungry  and  weary  travel,  hnnt- 
ing  aod  feasting,  and  reclining  npon  the  grass.  Their  quiet, 
however,  was  a  little  marred  by  coming  upon  traces  of  Indiana, 
who,  they  concluded,  must  be  Crows ;  they  were  therefore 
obliged  to  keep  a  more  vigilant  watch  than  ever  npon  their 
horses.  For  several  days  they  bad  been  directing  their  mandi 
towards  the  lofty  mountain  descried  by  Mr.  Hunt  and  Mr. 
M'Keniie  on  the  17th  of  August,  the  height  of  which  rendered 
it  a  landmark  over  a  vast  extent  of  country.  At  firrt  it  hkd 
appeared  to  them  solitary  and  detached  ;  but  as  they  advanced 
towards  it,  it  proved  to  be  the  principal  summit  of  a  chain  of  rnonn- 
tains.  Day  by  day  it  varied  in  form,  or  rather  its  lower  peaks, 
and  the  summits  of  others  of  the  chain  emerged  above  the  elev 
horizon,  and  finally  the  inferior  line  of  hills  which  connected  moat 
of  them  rose  to  view.  So  far,  however,  are  objecta  discernible  in 
the  pure  atmosphere  of  these  elevated  plains,  that,  from  the  plaoa 
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where  they  first  dewried  the  mkiii  moontain,  they  li&d  to  tnral 
a  bandred  and  fifty  milei  before  tbey  reaebed  its  base.  Here 
tbey  encamped  on  tbe  thirtietb  of  Aagust,  having  come  nearly 
four  hundred  miles  since  leaving  tbe  Atickara  village. 

Tbe  mountun  which  now  towered  above  them  was  one  of  tbe 
Big  Horn  chain,  bordered  by  a  river  of  tbe  same  name,  and  ex- 
tending for  a  long  distance  rather  east  of  north  and  west  of 
■ODth.  It  was  a  part  of  tbe  great  system  of  granite  mountaina 
wbieh  forma  one  of  tbe  most  important  and  striking  features  of 
North  America,  stretching  parallel  to  the  coast  of  tb'e  Pacific 
from  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  almost  to  the  Arctic  Ocean ;  and 
presenting  a  corresponding  chain  to  that  of  tbe  Andee  in  the 
■outhem  hemisphere.  This  vast  range  has  acquired  from  its  rug- 
ged and  broken  character,  and  its  summits  of  naked  granite,  the 
appellation  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  a  name  by  no  means  dis- 
tinctive, as  all  elevated  ranges  are  rocky.  Among  the  early  ex- 
plorers it  was  known  as  the  range  of  Chippewyan  Mountains,  and 
this  Indian  name  is  the  one  it  is  likely  to  retain  in  poetic  usage. 
Bising  from  the  midst  of  vast  plains  and  prairies,  traversing  sev- 
eral degrees  of  latitude,  dividing  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  and 
the  Pacific,  aod  seeming  to  bind  with  diverging  ridges  tbe  level 
regions  on  its  flanks,  it  has  been  figuratively  termed  the  back- 
bone of  the  northern  continent. 

The  Rocky  Mountains  do  not  present  a  range  of  uniform 
elevation,  but  rather  groups  and  occasionally  detached  peaks. 
Though  some  of  these  rise  to  the  region  of  perpetual  snows,  and 
are  upwards  of  eleven  thousand  feet  in  real  altitude,  yet  Ihetr 
height  from  their  immediate  basis  is  not  so  great  as  might  be 
imagined,  as  they  swell  up  from  elevated  plains,  several  thousand 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  ocean.  These  plains  are  often  of  a 
desolate  sterility  ;  mere  sandy  wastes,  formed  of  the  detritus  of 
the  granite  heights,  destitute  of  trees  and  herbage,  scorched  by 
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the  ardent  and  r<^ccUd  raja  of  the  sumnicr  s  Bun,  and,  in  winter, 
swept  hy  chilling  blasts  from  the  anow-clad  mountains.  SucU  is  a 
great  part  of  that  vast  region  extending  north  and  south  along 
the  mountains,  several  hundred  milea  in  width,  which  hae  not  im- 
properly been  termed  the  Great  American  Desert.  It  is  a  region 
that  almost  discourages  ail  hope  of  cultivation,  and  can  only  be 
traversed  with  safety  by  keeping  near  the  atreame  vhich  inter- 
sect it.  Extensive  plains  likewise  occur  among  the  higher  re- 
gions of  the  mountains,  of  considerable  fertility.  Indeed,  these 
lofty  plals  of  table-land  seem  to  form  a  peculiar  feature  in  the 
American  continents.  Some  occur  among  the  Cordilleras  of  the 
Andes,  where  cities,  and  towns,  and  cultivated  &rms,  are  to  be 
seen  eight  thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

The  Roeky  Mountains,  as  we  have  already  observed,  occur 
sometimes  singly  or  in  groups,  and  occasionally  in  oollaterol 
ridges.  Between  these  are  deep  valleys,  with  small  streams 
winding  through  them,  which  find  their  way  into  the  lower  plains, 
augmenting  as  they  proceed,  and  ultimately  discharging  them- 
Helves  into  those  vast  rivers,  which  traverse  the  prairies  like  great 
arteries,  and  drain  the  continent. 

While  the  granitic  summits  of  the  Rocky  MooDtains  ore 
bleak  and  ba.rc,  many  of  the  inferior  ridges  are  scantily  clothed 
with  scrubbed  pines,  oaks,  cedar  and  furze.  Various  parts  of 
the  mountains  also  bear  traces  of  volcanic  action.  Some  of  the 
interior  valleys  are  strewed  with  scoria  and  broken  stones,  evi- 
dently of  volcanic  origin ;  the  surrounding  rocks  bear  the  lik« 
character,  and  vestiges  of  extinguished  craters  are  to  be  seen  on 
the  elevated  heights. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  superstitious  feelings  with 
which  the  Indians  regard  the  Black  Hill ;  but  this  immense 
range  of  mountains,  which  divides  all  that  they  know  of  the 
world,  and  gives  birth  to  such  mighty  rivers,  U  still  more  an 
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ol^eet  oF  «we  kbA  veneretioa.  Tbejr  ekQ  it  "  the  crest  of  tba 
iForld,"  ADd  think  ttwt  WaooDd&b,  or  the  muter  of  life,  as  thej 
designate  the  Supreme  Being,  has  his  residence  among  these 
aerial  heights.  The  tribes  on  the  eastern  prairies  call  them  the 
monntuna  of  the  setting  sun.  8ome  of  them  place  the  "happ^ 
hnn  ting-ground  8,"  their  ideal  paradise,  among  the  recesses  of 
these  monntains ;  bnt  say  that  they  are  invisible  to  living  men. 
Here  also  is  the  "  Land  of  Soals,"  in  which  are  the  "  towns  (tf 
the  free  and  geuerons  spirits,"  where  those  who  have  pleased  the 
master  of  life  while  living,  enjoy  after  death  all  manner  at  de- 
lights. 

Wonders  are  told  of  these  monntains  by  the  distant  tribes, 
whose  warriors  or  hunters  have  ever  wandered  in  their  neighbor- 
hood. It  is  thought  by  some  that,  after  death,  they  will  have  to 
travel  to  these  monntains  and  ascend  one  of  their  highest  and 
most  rugged  peaks,  among  rocks  and  snows  and  tumbling  tor- 
rents.  After  many  moons  of  painful  toil  they  will  reach  the 
summit,  from  whence  they  will  have  a  view  over  the  bnd  ttf 
souls.  There  they  will  see  the  happy  hunting-grounds,  with  the 
souls  of  the  braTC  and  good  living  in  tents  in  green  meadows,  by 
bright  running  streams,  or  hunting  the  herds  of  buffalo,  and  elks, 
and  deer,  which  have  been  slain  on  earth.  There,  too,  they  will 
see  the  villages  or  towns  of  the  free  and  generous  spirits  bright- 
ening in  the  Diidiit  of  delicious  prairies.  If  they  have  aci|uitted 
themselves  well  while  living,  they  will  be  permitted  to  descend 
and  enjoy  this  happy  country ;  if  otherwise,  they  will  but  he 
tantalised  with  lliis  prospect  of  it.  and  then  hurled  buck  from 
the  mountain  to  wander  about  the  sandy  plains,  and  endure  the 
eternal  pangs  of  unsatisfied  thirst  and  hunger. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

The  travellera  had  now  arriTed  in  the  ricinity  of  the  monntain 
regions  infeeted  by  the  Crow  Indians.  These  reatless  marauders, 
as  has  already  been  observed,  are  apt  to  be  coDtinaally  on  the 
prowl  about  the  skirts  of  the  mountainB;  and  even  when  en- 
camped in  some  deep  and  secluded  glen,  they  keep  scouts  upon 
the  cliffs  and  promontories,  who,  unseen  themselves,  oan  disoern 
every  living  thing  that  moves  over  the  subjacent  plains  and  ral- 
leys.  It  was  not  to  bo  expected  that  onr  travellers  could  paas 
unseen  through  a  region  thus  vigilantly  sentinelled  ;  accordingly, 
in  the  edge  of  the  evening,  not  long  after  they  had  encamped  at 
the  foot  of  the  Big  Horn  Sierra,  a  couple  of  wild-looking  beings, 
scantily  clad  in  skins,  but  well  armed,  and  mounted  on  hones 
as  wild-looking  as  themselves,  were  seen  approaching  with  gro&t 
caution  from  among  the  rocks.  They  might  have  been  mistaken 
for  two  of  the  evil  spirits  of  the  mountains  so  formid&blo  in 
Indian  fable. 

Rose  was  immediately  tent  out  to  hold  a  parley  with  them, 
and  invite  them  to  the  camp.  They  proved  to  be  two  soovts 
from  the  same  band  that  had  been  tracked  for  some  days  pist, 
and  which  was  now  encamped  at  some  distance  in  the  folds  of  the 
mountain.  They  were  easily  prevailed  upon  to  come  to  the  camp, 
where  they  were  well  received,  and,  after  remaining  there  nntil 
late  in  the  evening,  departed  to  make  a  report  of  all  they  had 
eeeu  and  experienced,  to  their  companions. 

The  following  day  had  scarce  dawned,  when  a  troop  of  then 
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wild  monnt&in  K&mperers  tame  g»Ilopmg  with  whoops  and  yelhi 
into  the  camp,  bringing  an  invitation  ^m  their  ofaief  for  the 
white  men  to  visit  him.  The  tents  were  accordingly  atmck,  the 
hones  laden,  and  the  party  were  soon  on  the  maroh.  The  Crow 
horsemen,  as  they  escorted  them,  appeared  to  take  pride  in  show- 
ing off  their  equestrian  skill  and  hardihood;  careering  at  fnll 
speed  on  their  half-aavage  steeds,  and  dashing  among  rocks  and 
crags,  and  np  and  down  the  most  mgged  and  dangerona  plaoes 
with  perfect  esse  and  unconcern. 

A  ride  of  sixteen  miles  hronght  them,  in  the  afl«moon,  in 
Mght  of  the  Crow  camp.  It  was  composed  of  leathern  tents, 
[Htched  in  a  meadow  on  the  border  of  a  small  clear  stream  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountain.  A  great  number  of  horses  were  grazing  in 
the  .vicinity,  many  of  them  doubtless  captured  in  marauding 
excursions. 

The  Crow  chieftain  came  forth  to  meet  his  guests  with  great 
professions  of  friendship,  and  conducted  them  to  his  tents,  point- 
ing oat,  by  the  way,  a  convenient  place  where  they  might  fix 
their  camp.  No  sooner  had  they  done  so,  than  Mr.  Hunt  opened 
some  of  the  packages  and  made  the  chief  a  present  of  a  scarlet 
blanket,  and  a  quantity  of  powder  and  ball ;  he  gave  him  also 
some  knives,  trinkets,  and  tobacco  to  be  distributed  among  hia 
warriors,  with  all  which  the  grim  potentate  seemed,  for  the  time, 
well  pleaned  As  the  Crows,  however,  were  reputed  to  be  per- 
fidious in  the  extreme,  and  as  errant  freebooters  as  the  bird  after 
which  they  were  so  worthily  named ;  and  as  their  general  feel- 
ings towardo  the  whites  were  known  to  be  by  no  means  friendly, 
the   intercourse  with  them  was  conducted  with  great  cironm- 

The  following  day  was  passed  in  trading  with  the  Crows  for 
buffalo  robes  and  skins,  and  in  bartering  galled  and  jaded  horse* 
for  others  that  were  in  good  condition.     Some  of  the  men  also. 


pnrohascd  horses  on  their  own  aoconnt,  so  tlut  the  nninber  now 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  tventj-one,  most  of  them  Mund 

and  uctive,  nod  fit  for  mountain  service. 

Their  wants  being  supplied  they  ceased  all  further  traffic, 
much  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  Crows,  who  became  eztremelj 
urgent  to  continue  the  trade,  and,  finding  their  importunities  of 
no  avail,  assumed  an  insolent  and  menacing  tone.  All  this  was 
attributed  by  Mr.  Hunt  and  hU  associates,  to  the  perfidious  insti- 
gations of  Rose  the  interpreter,  who  they  Buspected  of  the  desire 
to  foment  ill-will  between  them  and  the  savages,  for  the  promo- 
tion of  his  nefarious  plana.  M'Lellan,  with  his  usual  tratuAant 
mode  of  dealing  out  justice,  resolved  to  shoot  the  desperado  on 
the  spot  in  case  of  any  outbreak.  Nothing  of  the  kind,  however, 
occurred.  The  Crows  were  probably  daunted  by  the  reaolote, 
though  ijuiet  demeanor  of  the  white  men,  and  the  constant  vigi- 
lance and  armed  preparations  which  they  maintained ;  and  Bose, 
if  he  rcully  still  harbored  his  knavish  designs,  must  have  per- 
ceived that  they  were  suspected,  and,  if  attempted  to  be  carried 
into  effect,  might  bring  ruin  on  his  own  head. 

The  neit  morning,  bright  and  early,  Mr.  Hunt  proposed  to 
resume  hiu  journeyiug.  He  took  a  ceremonioua  leave  of  the  Crow 
chieftain,  and  hia  vagabond  warriors,  and,  according  to  previous 
arrangements,  consigned  to  their  cherishing  friendship  and  frater- 
nal adoption,  their  worthy  confederate,  Bose;  who,  having  figured 
among  the  water  piratcB  of  the  Mississippi,  was  well  fitted  toriM 
to  distinction  among  the  land  pirates  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  ruffian  was  well  received  among 
the  tribe,  and  appeared  to  be  perfectly  satiaficd  with  the  compro- 
mise he  had  made ;  feeling  much  more  at  bis  ease  among  savages 
than  among  white  men.  It  is  outcasts  from  civilization,  fiigitives 
from  justice,  and  heartless  desperadoes  of  this  kind,  who  sow  the 
seeds  of  enmity  and  bitterness  among  the  unfortunate  tribsB  of 
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tbe  frontier.  Then  is  do  numj  m  implMftble  ngkiiist  •  ooaatrj 
«r  m  eonunanitj  u  one  of  ita  own  people  who  hu  rendered  Iuk- 
self  ftn  alien  by  his  crimes. 

Right  gUd  to  be  relieved  &om  thi§  treaofaerons  oompuiion, 
Hr.  Hont  purmied  hia  conrse  aJong  the  skirts  of  the  moantun,i]i 
*  eoDthem  direction,  seeking  for  some  prsctioable  defile  by  vhioh 
he  might  psBS  throngh  it ;  none  suoh  presented,  however,  in  the 
course  of  fifteen  miles,  and  be  encunped  on  «  small  stream,  still 
on  the  oatskirts.  The  green  meadows  which  border  these  moan- 
tain  Btreams  are  generally  well  stacked  with  game,  and  the  bant- 
ers soon  killed  several  &t  elks,  which  supplied  the  camp  with 
fresh  meat.  In  the  ereniog  the  travellers  were  surprised  by  aa 
nnwelcorac  visit  from  several  Crows  belonging  to  a  different  band 
from  that  which  they  had  recently  left,  and  who  said  their  camp 
was  among  the  mountains.  The  consciouHness  of  being  eovironed 
by  such  dangerous  neighbors,  and  of  being  still  within  the  range 
of  Rose  and  his  fellow  ruffians,  obliged  tbe  party  to  be  continually 
on  the  alert,  and  to  maintain  weary  vigils  throughout  the  ui^t, 
lest  they  should  be  robbed  of  their  horses. 

On  the  third  of  September,  finding  that  the  mountain  still 
stretched  onwards,  presenting  a  continued  barrier,'they  endea- 
vored to  force  a  passage  to  the  westward,  bot  soon  became  entan- 
gled among  rocks  and  precipices  which  set  all  their  efforts  at  de- 
fiance. The  mountain  seemed,  for  the  most  part,  rugged,  bare, 
and  sterile:  yet  here  and  there  it  was  clothed  with  pines,  and 
with  siirubs  and  flowering  plants,  some  of  which  were  in  bloom. 
In  (oiling  among  ibcse  weary  places,  their  thirst  became  cices- 
sive,  for  mi  water  was  to  be  met  with.  Numbers  of  the  men 
wandered  off  into  rocky  dells  and  ravines  in  hopes  of  finding 
some  hrook  or  fountain ;  some  of  whom  lost  their  way  and  did 
not  rejoin  tlie  main  party. 

.Uter  half  a  day  of  painful  and  fruitless  scrambling,  Hr. 
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HnDt  gave  up  the  attempt  to  penetrate  in  tbie  direction,  and, 
returning  to  the  little  stream  on  the  skirts  of  the  moantain, 
pitched  his  tents  within  six  miles  of  hie  encampment  of  the  pre- 
ceding night.  He  now  ordered  that  signals  should  be  made  for 
the  strollers  in  quest  of  water,  but  the  night  passed  amy  witb- 
out  their  return. 

The  next  morning,  to  their  surprise,  Rose  made  bis  appear- 
anoe  at  the  camp,  accompanied  by  some  of  bis  Crow  associates. 
Hia  unwelcome  visit  revired  their  anspioiona  ;  bnt  he  announced 
himself  as  a  messenger  of  good-will  from  the  chief,  who,  finding 
thej  had  taken  a  wrong  road,  had  sent  Rose  and  bis  companions 
to  guide  them  to  a  nearer  and  better  one  across  tbe  mountain. 

Having  no  choice,  being  themselves  utterly,  at  &nlt,  they  set 
out  under  this  questionable  escort.  They  had  not  gone  fu  be- 
fore they  fell  in  with  the  whole  party  of  Crows,  who,  they  now 
found,  were  going  the  same  rond  with  themselves.  The  two  cav- 
alcades of  white  and  red  men,  therefore,  pushed  on  together,  and 
presented  a  wild  and  picturesque  spectaole,  as,  equipped  with  va- 
rious weapons  and  in  varions  garbs,  with  trains  of  pack-boirce, 
they  wound  in  loog  lines  through  the  nigged  defiles,  and  up  and 
down  the  crags  and  steeps  of  the  mountain. 

The  travellers  had  again  an  opportunity  to  see  and  admire  ike 
equestrian  habitudes  and  address  of  this  hard-riding  tribe.  Tbey 
were  all  mounted,  man,  woman,  and  child,  for  the  Crows  have 
horses  in  abundance,  so  that  no  one  goes  on  foot  The  ofaildren 
are  perfect  imps  on  horseback.  Among  them  was  one  so  young 
that  he  could  not  yet  speak.  He  was  tied  on  a  oolt  of  two  years 
old,  but  managed  tbe  reins  as  if  by  instinct,  and  plied  the  whip 
with  true  Indian  prodigality.  Mr.  Hunt  inquired  the  age  of 
this  Infant  jockey,  and  was  answered  that  "he  had  seen  two 


This  is  almost  realinng  the  &ble  of  the  centaurs ;  nor  oan 
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we  wonder  at  tbe  eqaestmn  adroitnoES  of  thee«  savages,  vbo  tie 
thas  in  a  manner  cradled  id  the  a&ddle,  and  become  in  infutoy 
almost  identified  with  the  anim&l  they  bestride. 

The  mountain  defilea  were  exceedingly  rough  and  broken,  and 
the  travelling  painful  to  tbe  burdened  horses.  The  party,  there- 
fore, proceeded  but  slowly,  and  were  gradnally  left  behind  by  the 
band  of  Crows,  who  had  taken  the  lead.  It  b  more  than  proba- 
ble that  Mr.  Hunt  loitered  in  his  course,  to  get  rid  of  each  doubt- 
fdl  fellow-traTelters.  Certain  it  is  that  he  felt  a  sensation  of 
relief  as  he  saw  the  whole  crew,  tbe  renegade  Rose,  and  all,  dis- 
appear among  tbe  windings  of  the  mountain,  and  heard  the  list 
yelp  of  the  savages  die  away  in  tbe  distance. 

When  they  were  fairly  out  of  sight,  and  out  of  hearing,  he 
encamped  on  the  head  waters  of  tbe  little  stream  of  the  preceding 
day,  having  come  about  sixteen  miles.  Here  he  remained  all  the 
succeeding  day,  as  well  to  give  time  for  the  Crows  to  get  in  die 
advance,  as  for  the  stragglers,  who  bad  wandered  away  in  quest  of 
water  two  days  previously,  to  rejoin  the  camp.  Indeed,  consider- 
able uneasiness  began  to  be  felt  concerning  these  men,  lest  they 
should  become  utterly  bewildered  in  tbe  defiles  of  tbe  monntains, 
or  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  some  marauding  band  of  savagw. 
Some  of  the  most  experieneed  hunters  were  sent  in  search  of 
them,  others,  in  the  meantime,  employed  themselves  in  hunting. 
The  narrow  valley  in  which  they  encamped  being  watered  by  a 
rnnnlng  stream,  yielded  fresh  pasturage,  and,  though  in  the  heart 
of  the  Big  Horn  Mountains,  was  well  stocked  with  buffalo  Sev- 
eral of  these  were  killed,  as  also  a  grixily  bear.  In  the  evening, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  alt  parties,  the  stragglers  made  their  ap- 
pearance, and  provisions  being  in  abundance,  there  was  hearty 
good  cheer  in  tbe  camp. 


CHAPTER  IXIX. 

Rbsuhinb  their  course  on  the  following  morning,  Mr,  Hnnt  and 
bie  companions  continued  on  westward  through  a  rugged  region 
of  hilts  and  rocks,  but  diversified  in  msnj  places  by  grassy  little 
glens,  with  springs  of  water,  bright  sparkling  brooks,  clumps  of 
pine  trees,  and  a  profusion  of  flowering  plants,  which  were  in 
full  bloom,  although  the  weather  was  frosty.  These  beautiful 
and  verdant  recesses,  running  through  and  softening  the  mgged 
mountains,  were  cheering  and  refreshing  to  the  wayworn  tra- 
vellers. 

In  the  course  of  the  morning,  as  they  were  entangled  in  a. 
defile,  they  beheld  a  small  band  of  savages,  as  wild-looking  as 
the  surrounding  scenery,  who  reconnoitred  them  warily  from  the 
rocks  before  they  ventured  to  advance.  Some  of  them  were 
mounted  on  horses  rudely  caparisoned,  with  bridles  or  halters  of 
buffalo  hide,  one  end  trailing  after  them  on  the  ground.  They 
proved  to  be  a  mixed  party  of  Flatbeads  and  Shoshoniee,  or 
Snakes  ;  and  as  these  tribes  will  be  frequently  mentioned  in  the 
course  of  this  work,  we  shall  give  a  few  introductory  parti<nilara 
concerning  them. 

The  Flatbeads  in  question  are  not  to  be  confounded  with 
those  of  the  name  who  dwell  about  the  lower  waters  of  Uie 
Columbia ;  neither  do  tfaey  flatten  their  heads,  as  the  othen  io. 
They  inhabit  the  banks  of  a  river  on  the  west  side  of  the  motin- 
tains,  and  are  described  as  simple,  honest,  and  hospitable.  Like 
all  people  of  similar  character,  whether  oiviliied  or  savage,  they 
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mre  prone  to  be  imposed  npoa ;  and  are  eapeciall;  maltreated  b; 
the  rathlesB  Blackfeet,  who  hanus  them  in  their  villages,  steal 
their  horses  by  night,  or  openly  carry  them  off  io  the  face  of 
day,  without  provoking  pursuit  or  retaliation. 

The  Shoahonies  are  a  branch  of  the  onoe  powerful  and  pros- 
perous tribe  of  the  Snakes,  who  possessed  a  glorious  bunting 
country  aboat  the  upper  forks  of  the  Missouri,  abounding  in 
beaver  and  buffalo.  Their  bunting  ground  was  occasionally 
invaded  by  the  Blackfeet,  but  the  Snakes  battled  bravely  for 
their  domains,  and  a  long  and  bloody  feud  existed,  with  variable 
Buccesa.  At  length  the  Hudson's  Say  Company,  extending  their 
trade  into  the  interior,  hod  dealings  with  the  Blackfeet,  who 
were  nearest  to  them,  and  supplied  them  with  firearms.  The 
Snakes,  who  occaaionalty  traded  with  the  Spaniards,  endeavored, 
but  in  vain,  to  obtain  similar  weapons ;  the  Spanish  traders 
wisely  refused  to  arm  them  so  formidably.  The  Blackfeet  had 
now  a  vast  advantage,  and  eoon  dispossessed  the  poor  Snakes  of 
their  favorite  hunting  grounds,  their  land  of  plenty,  and  drove 
them  from  place  to  place,  until  they  were  fain  to  take  refuge  in 
the  wildest  and  most  desolate  recesses  of  the  Rocky  Hountaina 
Even  here  they  are  subject  to  occasional  visits  from  their  im- 
placable foes,  as  long  as  they  have  horses,  or  any  other  property 
to  tempt  the  plunderer.  Thus  by  degrees  the  Snakes  have 
become  a  scattered,  broken -spirited,  impoverished  people ;  keep- 
ing about  lonely  rivers  and  mountain  streams,  and  subsisting 
chiefly  upon  fiali.  Such  of  thcin  as  still  poasess  horses,  and 
occasionally  figure  as  hunters,  are  culled  Shoshonics;  but  there 
is  another  class,  the  moat  abject  and  forlorn,  who  are  called 
Shuckers,  or  more  commonly  Diggers  and  Root  Eaters.  These 
are  a  shy,  secret,  solitary  race,  who  keep  in  the  most  retired 
parts  of  the  mountains,  lurking  like  gnomes  Ju  caverns  and  cleft* 
of  the  rocks,  and  subsisting  in  a  great  measure  on  the  roots  of 
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the  e&rtfa.  Sometimes,  in  pusiDg  through  a  solit(try  raoantain 
Taltej,  the  traveller  oomes  perchance  upon  the  bleeding  caroftea 
of  a  deer  or  buffalo  that  has  just  been  slain.  He  looks  round  in 
vain  for  the  hunter ;  the  whole  landBCape  is  lifeless  and  deserted : 
at  length  he  perceives  a  thread  of  smoke,  curling  up  from  among 
the  crags  and  cliffs,  and  scrambling  to  the  place,  finds  some 
forlorn  and  skulking  brood  of  diggers,  terrified  at  being  dis- 


The  Shoshonies,  however,  who,  aa  has  been  observed,  have 
still  "  horse  to  ride  and  weapon  to  wear,"  are  somewhat  bolder 
in  their  spirit,  and  more  open  and  wide  in  their  wanderings.  In 
the  autumn,  wben  salmon  disappear  ^om  the  rivers,  and  hunger 
begins  to  pinch,  they  even  venture  down  into  their  ancient 
hunting  grounds,  to  make  a  foray  among  the  bufialoes.  In  this 
perilous  enterprise  they  are  occasionally  joined  by  the  Flatbeads, 
the  peraecutions  of  the  Blackfeet  having  produced  a  close  alliance 
and  co-operation  between  these  luckless  and  maltreated  tribes. 
Still,  notwithstanding  their  united  force,  every  step  tbey  take 
within  the  debatcable  ground,  is  taken  in  fear  and  trembling, 
and  with  the  utmost  precaution :  and  an  Indian  trader  assures 
us,  that  he  has  seen  at  least  five  hundred  of  them,  armed  and 
er|uipped  for  action,  and  keeping  watch  upon  the  hill  topa,  while 
about  fifty  were  hunting  in  the  prairie.  Their  excnrsions  are 
brief  and  hurried ;  aa  eoon  as  they  have  collected  and  jerked 
sufficient  buffalo  meat  for  winter  provisions,  they  pack  their 
horses,  abandon  the  dangerous  hunting  grounds,  and  hasten 
back  to  the  mountains,  happy  if  they  have  not  the  terriUe 
Blackfeet  rattling  after  them. 

Such  a  confederate  band  of  Shoshonies  and  Flatheada,  was 
the  one  met  by  our  travellers.  It  was  bound  on  a  visit  to  the 
Arapahoes,  a  tribe  inhabiting  the  banks  of  the  Nebraska.  They 
were  armed  to  the  best  of  their  scanty  means,  and  some  of  the 
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Shoahoniea  had  bucklers  of  bafiklo  hide,  Bdomed  with  feathen 
and  leathern  fringes,  and  which  have  a  charmed  virtue  in  thrir 
eyea,  from  haring  been  prepared,  with  mystic  ceremonies,  by  their 
oonjurera. 

In  company  with  this  wandering  band  onr  travellerB  pro- 
oeedcd  all  day.  In  the  evening  they  encamped  near  to  eaeh 
other  in  a  defile  of  the  mountains,  on  the  borders  of  a  stream 
running  north,  and  falling  into  Big  Horn  River.  In  the  vicini^ 
of  the  camp,  they  found  gooseberries,  strawberries,  and  currants, 
in  great  abundance  The  defile  boro  traces  of  having  been  a 
thoroogbfare  for  connttess  herds  of  baSsloes,  though  not  one  ma 
to  be  seen.  The  hunters  suooeeded  in  killing  an  elk  and  sevenl 
black-tailed  deer. 

They  were  now  in  the  bosom  of  the  second  Big  Horn  ridge, 
with  another  lofty  and  snow-crowned  mountain,  full  in  view  to 
the  west.  Fifteen  miles  of  western  course  brought  them,  on  the 
following  day,  down  into  an  intervening  plain,  well  stocked  with 
bn&lo.  Here  the  Snakes  and  Flatheads  joined  with  the  white 
hunters  in  a  successful  hunt,  that  soon  filled  the  camp  with  pro- 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  September,  the  travellers  parted 
company  with  their  Indian  friends,  and  continued  on  their  course 
to  the  west.  A  march  of  thirty  miles  brought  them,  in  the  even- 
ing, to  the  bnnks  of  a  rapid  and  beautifully  clear  stream  about  a 
hundred  yards  wide.  It  is  the  north  fork  or  branch  of  the  Big 
Horn  River,  but  bears  its  peculiar  name  of  the  Wind  River,  from 
being  Hubjcct  in  the  winter  season  to  a  continued  blant  which 
sweeps  its  banks  and  prevents  the  snow  from  lying  on  them. 
This  blast  is  said  to  be  caused  by  a  narrow  gap  or  funnel  in  the 
mountains,  tlirongh  which  the  river  forces  its  way  between  per- 
pendicular precipices,  resembling  cut  rocks. 

This  river  gives  its  name  to  a  whole  range  of  moui 


■iiting  of  three  parallel  chains,  eighty  mila  in  length,  and  aboot 
twenty  or  tweDty-five  broad.  One  of  its  peaks  ie  probably  fifteen 
thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  being  one  of  the  higheet 
of  the  Rocky  Sierra.  These  mountaine  give  rise,  not  merely 
to  the  Wind  or  Big  Horn  Biver,  but  to  several  branches  of  the 
Yellowstone  and  the  Mieaouri  on  the  east,  and  of  the  Colombift 
and  Colorado  on  the  west ;  thus  dividing  the  sources  of  these 
mighty  streams. 

For  five  succeeding  days,  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  party  oontinned 
np  the  course  of  the  Wind  River,  to  the  distance  of  about  eighty 
miles,  crossing  and  reeroasing  it,  according  to  its  windings,  and 
the  nature  of  its  banks ;  sometimes  passing  through  valleys,  at 
other  times  scrambling  over  rocks  and  hills.  The  country  in 
general  was  destitute  of  trees,  but  they  passed  through  groves  of 
wormwood,  eight  and  ten  feet  in  height,  which  they  used  ooom- 
sionally  for  foel,  and  they  met  with  large  quantities  of  wild  flax. 

The  mountains  were  destitute  of  game ;  they  came  in  sight 
of  two  griislj  bears,  but  could  not  get  near  enough  for  a  shot ; 
provisions,  therefore,  began  to  be  scanty.  They  saw  Urge  fli^ti 
of  the  kind  of  thrush  commonly  called  the  robin,  and  many 
smaller  birds  of  migratory  species ;  hut  the  hills  in  general  ap- 
peared lonely  and  with  few  signs  of  animal  life.  On  the  eren- 
ing  of  the  Uth  September,  they  encamped  on  the  forks  of  the 
Wind,  or  Big  Horn  River.  The  largest  of  these  forks  came  from 
the  range  of  Wind  River  Mountains. 

The  hunters  who  served  as  guides  to  the  party  in  this  pwrt  of 
their  route,  had  assured  Mr.  Hunt  that,  by  following  up  Wind 
River,  and  crossing  a  single  mountain  ridge,  he  would  come  npoa 
the  head  waters  of  the  Columbia.  The  scarcity  of  game,  how- 
ever, which  already  had  been  felt  to  a  pinching  degree,  and  whiek 
threatened  them  with  famine  among  the  sterile  heights  wUeh 
lay  before  them,  admonished  them  to  change  ^eir  oonne.     lb 
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«u  delenoiiied,  Uierefore,  to  inkke  for  k  Btream,  which,  they  mra 
mformed,  pused  di«  neighboriiig  monnbuns,  to  the  Boatb  of 
west,  on  the  grassy  banks  of  which  it  was  probable  they  wonU 
meet  with  bo&lo.  Accordingly,  about  three  o'clock  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  meeting  with  a  beaten  Indian  road  which  led  in 
die  proper  direction,  they  atrack  into  it,  tonung  their  backs  npon 
Wind  River. 

In  the  course  of  the  day,  they  oame  to  a  height  that  oom- 
manded  an  almost  bonndless  proepeoi  Here  one  of  the  guides 
paused,  and,  after  considering  the  vast  landscape  attentively, 
pointed  to  three  mountain  peaks  glistening  with  snow,  which  roH^« 
he  said,  above  a  fork  of  Colombia  Biver.  They  were  hailed  ^ 
the  travellers  with  that  joy  with  which  a  beacon  on  a  sea-shore  is 
hailed  by  mariDers  after  a  long  and  dangerous  voyage.  It  is 
tme  there  was  many  a  weary  league  to  be  traversed  before  they 
should  reach  these  landmarks,  for,  allowing  for  their  evident 
height,  and  the  extreme  transparency  of  the  atmosphere,  they 
could  not  be  much  less  than  a  hundred  miles  distant  Even 
after  reaching  them,  there  wonld  yet  remain  hundreds  of  milea 
of  their  journey  to  be  accomplished.  All  these  matters  were  for- 
gotten in  the  joy  at  seeing  the  first  landmarks  of  the  Columbia, 
that  river  which  formed  the  bourne  of  the  expedition.  Theaa 
remarkable  peaks  are  known  to  some  travellers  as  the  Tetons ; 
as  they  had  been  guiding  points  for  many  days,  to  Mr.  Hunt,  he 
gave  tbcm  the  name  of  the  Pilot  Knobs. 

The  travellers  continned  their  course  to  the  Bonth  of  west  fbr 
about  forty  miles,  through  a  region  so  elevated  that  patches  of 
snow  lay  on  the  highest  summits,  and  on  the  northern  declivities. 
At  length  they  came  to  the  desired  stream,  the  object  of  their 
search,  the  wators  of  which  flowed  to  the  west.  It  was,  in  fact, 
a  branch  of  the  Colorado,  which  fiilla  into  the  Gulf  of  California, 
and  had  received  from  the  hunters  the  name  of  Spanish  Rivw,  - 


from  informaUon  giveD  by  the  lodianfi,  that  Spaniards  reud^ 
upon  its  lower  waters. 

The  aspect  of  this  river  and  its  viotnitj  was  cheering  to  tbo 
wayworn  and  hungry  travellorB.  Its  baaka  were  green,  and 
there  were  grassy  valleys  running  from  it  in  various  directions, 
into  the  heart  of  the  rugged  mountains,  with  herds  of  bu&lo 
qnictty  graiing.  The  hunters  sallied  forth  with  keen  alacrity, 
and  soon  returned  laden  with  provisions. 

In  this  part  of  the  mountains  Mr.  Hunt  met  with  three  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  gooseberrioB,  The  common  purple,  on  a  low  and 
•very  thorny  bush  ;  a  yellow  kind,  of  an  excellent  flavor,  growing 
on  a  stock  free  from  thorns  ;  and  a  deep  purple,  of  the  aiio  and 
taste  of  our  winter  grape,  with  a  thorny  stalk.  There  wfere  also 
three  kinds  of  currants,  one  very  large  and  well  tasted,  of  a  pur- 
ple color,  and  growing  on  a  bush  eight  or  nine  feet  high.  Another 
of  a  yellow  color,  and  of  the  site  and  taste  of  the  large  red  cur- 
rant, the  bush  four  or  five  feet  high ;  and  the  third  a  beautiful 
scarlet,  resembling  the  strawberry  in  sweetness,  though  rather 
insipid,  and  growing  on  a  low  bush. 

On  the  17th  they  continued  down  the  course  of  the  river, 
making  fifteen  miles  to  the  southwest  The  river  abounded  with 
geese  and  ducks,  and  there  were  signs  of  its  being  inhabited  by 
beaver  and  otters  :  indeed  they  were  now  approaching  regions 
where  these  animals,  the  great  objects  of  the  fur  trade,  are  said  to 
abound.  They  enoamped  for  the  night  opposite  the  end  of  a  monn- 
tain  in  the  west,  which  was  probably  the  last  chain  of  the  Booky 
Uountains.  On  the  following  morning  they  abandoned  the  main 
course  of  Spanish  Biver,  and  taking  a  northwest  direction  for 
eight  miles,  came  upon  one  of  its  little  tributaries,  issuing  oat  of 
the  bosom  of  the  mountains,  and  running  through  green  meadows, 
yielding  pasturage  to  herds  of  buffalo.  As  these  were  probably 
the  last  of  that  animal  they  would  meet  with,  they  enoamped  od 
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tb«  gnasj  buikB  of  the  river,  determiniDg  to  spend  serenl  days 
in  honting,  bo  as  to  be  able  to  jerk  eoffioient  meat  to  aapply  tbem 
until  thej  Hhould  reach  the  waters  of  the  Columbia,  where  the; 
tniated  to  find  fish  eoDngh  for  their  sapPorL  A  little  repooi^ 
too,  wu  necessar;  for  both  men  and  horaea,  after  their  ragged 
and  inceaaant  marching ;  haTiAg  in  the  oonrse  of  the  last  Beroi- 
teen  days  traTersed  two  hnndred  and  sixty  miles  of  roogh,  and 
in  many  parts  sterile,  mountain  ooontry. 


CHAPTES  XIX. 

TnrE  days  were  pused  by  Hr.  Hunt  and  hia  compmnioikB  in 
the  freeh  meadoWB  watered  by  the  bright  little  moantain  atream. 
The  hunters  made  great  havoc  among  the  bulbloes,  and  brought 
in  qnantities  of  meat ;  the  vojageurs  busied  themselves  about  the 
fires,  roaating  and  stewing  for  present  pnrposes,  or  drying  pro- 
visions for  the  journey ;  the  pack-horses,  eased  of  their  burdens, 
rolled  on  the  grass,  or  graced  at  large  about  the  ample  pastures ; 
those  of  the  party  who  had  no  call  upon  their  services,  indulged 
io  the  luxury  of  perfect  roUxation,  and  the  camp  presented  ft 
picture  of  rude  feasting  and  revelry,  of  mingled  bustle  and  re- 
pose, characteristic  of  a  halt  in  a  fine  hunting  country.  In  tbe 
course  of  one  of  their  excursions,  some  of  tJie  men  eame  in  sight 
of  a  small  party  of  Indians,  who  instantly  fied  in  great  apparent 
consternation.  They  immediately  returned  to  camp  with  the 
intelligence :  upon  which  Mr.  Hunt  and  four  others  flung  them- 
Nelves  upon  their  horses,  and  sallied  forth  to  reconnoitre.  After 
riding  for  about  eight  miles,  they  came  upon  a  wild  mountain 
scene.  A  lonely  green  valley  stretched  before  them,  surrounded 
by  rugged  heights.  A  herd  of  buffalo  were  careering  madly 
through  it,  with  a  troop  of  savage  horsemen  in  foil  chase,  plying 
them  with  their  bows  and  arrows.  The  appearance  of  Mr.  RnDt 
and  his  companions  put  an  abrupt  end  to  the  hunt ;  the  bo&lo 
scuttled  off  in  one  direction,  while  the  Indians  plied  their  laelua 
and  galloped  off  tn  another,  as  &at  as  their  steeds  ooold  oan; 
them.    Mr.  Hunt  gave  chase ;  there  was  a  sharp  scamper,  Aoi^ 


cf  short  contiDQance.  Two  j'oung  Indians,  who  verc  indifferently 
tnoonted,  were  soon  oTortokeii.  They  vere  terriblj  frightened, 
and  evidently  gave  them^elTcs  up  for  lost.  Bj  degrees  their 
feara  were  allayed  b;  kind  treatmcut ;  but  they  cooiinned  to 
regard  the  strangers  with  a  tnixlure  of  ane  and  wonder;  for  it 
was  the  first  time  in   tbeir  lives  they  had  ever  seen  a  whit« 

They  belonged  to  a  party  of  Snaliea  who  had  oome  acrosa  lb* 
monntains  on  their  autumnal  hunting  excursion  to  provide  buffalo 
meat  for  the  nintor.  Being  persuaded  of  the  peoecable  int«n- 
tions  of  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  companioDS,  they  willingly  conducted 
them  to  their  camp.  It  was  pttch^  in  a  narrow  valley  on  tlit 
margin  of  a  Htrcam.  The  tents  were  of  dreatied  skins ;  soni«  of 
them  fnntasiicatly  painted ;  nitb  horaee  graEing  ai>out  them.  Tfaa 
approach  of  the  party  cauaed  a  transient  alarui  in  tlte  cauip,  fyt 
thcM  poor  Indians  were  ever  on  the  iook-out  fur  cruel  foea  Ho 
■ooner,  however,  did  they  rtwguixe  the  garb  and  eomplexion  of 
their  vieilor*,  than  their  apprciicnsiona  were  changed  into  joy ; 
for  some  of  them  had  dealt  with  whilo  men,  and  knew  them  to 
be  friendly,  and  tu  abound  with  artich'ii.of  «ingulai  value.  They 
welcomed  tbcm,  thercturo,  to  ibelr  tenia,  set  food  before  them ; 
and  entertained  them  to  ibc  best  of  their  power. 

Ther  had  hoi>n  t.ureet'Sful  in  tbttr  bunt,  and  tbeir  camp  ira4 
full  of  jerked  buffalo  meat ;  all  of  the  choicest  kind,  and  ez- 
tremely  fat.  >Ir.  Hunt  purchased  enough  of  them,  in  addition 
to  what  had  been  killed  and  cured  by  his  own  hunters,  to  load 
all  the  horses  excepting  those  reserved  for  the  partners  and  the 
wife  of  Pierre  Dorion.  lie  found  al^  a  few  beaver  skins  in  tbeir 
camp,  for  which  be  paid  liberally,  as  an  inducement  to  them  to 
hunt  for  more :  InformiDg  them  that  gome  of  his  party  intended 
to  live  among  the  mountains,  and  trade  with  the  native  hunten 
for  their  peltriea      The  poor  Snakea  loon  comprehended  th* 


8H  A8T0BU. 

ftdvantagea  thoa  held  out  to  them,  uid  promised  to  exert  them- 
selveH  to  procure  a  qnautitj  of  beaver  skins  for  future  traffia 

Being  now  viell  supplied  with  pFovisioas,  Mr.  Hunt  broke  ap 
his  eacampment  on  the  24th  of  September,  aud  continued  on  to 
the  west.  A  march  of  fifteen  miles,  over  a  monntain  ridge, 
brought  them  to  a  stream  about  fifty  feot  in  width,  which  Ho- 
back,  one  of  their  guides,  who  had  trapped  about  the  neighbor^ 
hood  when  in  the  serrice  of  Mr.  Henry,  recognized  for  one  of 
the  head  waters  of  the  Columbia.  The  travellers  hailed  it  with 
delight,  as  the  first  stream  they  had  encountered  tending  towd 
their  point  of  destination.  They  kept  along  it  for  two  days, 
during  which,  from  the  contribution  of  many  rills  and  brooks,  ii 
gradually  swelled  into  a  small  river.  As  it  meandered  among 
rocks  and  precipices,  they  were  frequently  obliged  to  ford  it,  and 
Buch  was  its  rapidity,  that  the  men  were  often  in  danger  of  being 
swept  away.  Sometimes  ibe  banks  advanced  so  close  npon  th« 
river,  that  they  were  obliged  to  scramble  up  and  down  their 
mgged  promontories,  or  to  slurt  along  their  bases  where  there 
was  scarce  a  foothold.  Their  horses  had  dangerous  &lls  in  some 
of  these  posses.  One  of  them  rolled,  with  his  load,  nearly  two 
hundred  feet  down  hill  into  the  river,  but  without  receiving  any 
injury.  At  length  they  emerged  from  these  stupendous  defiles, 
and  continued  for  several  miles  along  the  hank  of  Hobaek's 
Bivcr,  through  one  of  the  stern  mountain  valleys.  Here  it  vss 
joined  by  a  river  of  greater  magnitude  and  swifter  current,  and 
their  united  waters  swept  off  through  the  valley  in  one  impetu- 
ous stream,  which,  from  its  rapidity  and  turbulence,  had  reeoived 
the  name  of  Mad  River.  At  the  confiuence  of  these  streams  the 
travellers  encamped.  An  important  point  in  their  arduous  jour- 
ney had  been  attained,  a  few  miles  from  their  camp  rose  the 
three  vast  snowy  peaks  called  the  Tetons,  or  the  Pilot  Knobc, 
the  great  landmarks  of  the  Columbia,  by  which  they  had  shjqwd 
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tbcir  oonrM  tlirongli  this  moantnin  Kildcniess.  By  Ihi 
flowed  the  rapid  enrrent  of  Mad  River,  a  stream  ample  enough  to 
admit  of  tlie  navigation  of  canoes,  and  down  which  they  might 
possibly  be  able  to  steer  their  course  to  the  main  body  of  the 
ColunibiiL  The  Canadian  voyageurs  rejoiced  at  the  idea  of  once 
more  launching  themaelves  upon  their  favorit*  element ;  of  ex- 
changing their  horses  for  canoes,  and  of  gliding  down  llie  boaoma 
of  rivers,  instead  of  scrambling  over  the  backs  of  mountainfl. 
Others  of  the  party,  also,  inexperienced  tn  this  kind  of  travel- 
ling, considered  their  toils  and  troubles  as  drawing  to  a  close. 
They  had  conquered  the  chief  difficnlties  of  this  great  rocky 
barrier,  and  now  flattered  themselves  wifh  the  hope  of  an  e»8y 
doimward  course  for  the  rest  of  their  journey.  Little  did  tfaoy 
dream  of  the  hardships  and  perils  by  laud  and  water,  which  were 
jwt  to  be  encountered  in  the  frightful  wilderness  that  intervened 
n  4nd  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  I 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

On  the  banks  of  Msd  River  Mr.  Hunt  held  a  oonBolUtion  with 
die  other  partners  u  to  their  fature  movements.  The  wild  and 
iupetaouB  current  of  the  river  rendered  him  doabtfiil  whether  it 
nught  not  abound  wiUi  impedimenta  lower  down,  suffioient  to 
render  the  navigation  of  it  slow  and  perilous,  if  not  impraotioft- 
ble.  The  hnnters  who  had  acted  as  guides,  knew  nothing  of  tim 
eharacter  of  the  river  below ;  what  rocks,  and  shoals,  and  rapidfl 
might  obatmct  it,  or  through  what  mountains  and  deserts  it  might 
pass.  Should  they  then  abandon  their  horses,  oast  thenuelvea 
loose  in  fragile  barks  upon  this  wild,  doubtful,  and  unknown 
river ;  or  should  they  continue  their  more  toilsome  and  tedioos, 
but  perhaps  more  certain  wayfaring  by  land  7     * 

The  vote,  as  might  have  been  expected,  was  almost  unanimous 
for  embarkation ;  for  when  men  are  in  difficulties  every  change 
seems  to  be  for  the  better.  The  difficulty  now  was  to  find  timber 
of  sufficient  size  for  the  construction  of  canoes,  the  trees  in  these 
high  mountain  regions  being  chiefly  a  scrubbed  growth  of  pines 
and  cedars,  aspens,  hawa  and  service-berries,  and  a  small  kind  of 
cotton-tree,  with  a  leaf  resembling  that  of  the  willow.  There 
was  a  species  of  Urge  fir,  but  so  full  of  knots  as  to  endanger  the 
axe  in  hewing  it.  After  searching  for  some  time,  a  growth  of 
timber,  of  sufficient  size,  was  found  lower  down  the  river,  where- 
upon the  encampment  was  moved  to  the  vicinity. 

The  men  were  now  set  to  work  to  fell  trees,  and  the  mom^ 
ttins  echoed  to  the  unwonted  sound  of  their  axes.     While  pnp*- 
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rations  were  thus  going  on  for  a  vojago  down  the  river,  Mr.  Hiiiit« 
vho  stiil  eotertnined  doubts  of  it«  practicability,  disputclied  an 
esploring  party,  consiBting  of  John  Reod,  the  clerk,  John  Daj, 
the  hunter,  and  Pierre  Dorion,  the  interpreter,  with  orders  to  pro- 
ceed several  days'  uiurth  along  the  stream,  ejid  notice  ita  coiuw 
and  character. 

After  their  departure,  Mr.  Hunt  turned  hia  thoughts  to  ano- 
ther object  of  importance.  He  had  now  arrived  at  the  head 
watiTH  of  the  Columbia,  which  were  among  the  main  points  omr 
. braced  by  the  enterprise  of  Mr.  Astor,  These  upper  atreama 
were  reputed  to  abound  in  beaver,  and  had  ixs  yet  been  unjn»- 
leHt«d  by  the  white  tmpper.  The  numerous  signs  of  beaver  mat 
with  during  the  recent  search  for  timber,  gave  evidence  that  tht 
iieighburhood  was  a  good  "  trapping  ground."  Here  then  it  WU 
proper  to  begin  to  cast  loose  those  leashes  of  hardy  trappers,  that 
•re  detached  from  trading  parties,  in  the  very  heart  of  the  wildev' 
nesB.  The  men  detaehed  in  the  present  iiiatanio  were  Alusander 
Carson, ^uis  St  Michel,  Pierre  Detayt',  and  Pierre  Dekunay. 
Trappers  generally  go  in  pairs,  that  thgy  may  assist,  protect  and 
comfort  each  other  in  their  lonely  and  perilous  oecupationa. 
Thus  Carson  and  St.  Michel  formed  one  couple,  and  Outay^-  and 
Delaunay  another.  They  were  fitted  out  with  traps,  ornui,  ammo- 
niliiin.  horses,  and  every  other  requisite,  and  wore  lo  trap  Upon 
the  upper  part  of  Mad  River,  and  upon  the  neighboring  Btreanw 
of  the  mountains.  This  would  probably  occupy  them  for  soma 
months ;  and,  when  they  shoutd  have  collected  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  peltries,  they  were  to  pack  them  upon  their  horses  and 
make  the  best  of  their  way  to  the  mouth  of  Columbia  River,  or 
to  any  intermediate  post  which  might  be  established  by  the  com- 
pany. They  took  leave  of  their  comrades  and  started  off  on  thvr 
Beventl  courses  with  stout  hearts,  and  cheerful  conntenaoeH; 
thoagh  these  lonely  oraisinga  into  a  wild  and  hovtUe  wilderaMi 
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seem  to  the  nninitiated  eqaivalent  to  being  cast  adrift  in  the  ship'a 
yayi\  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean. 

Of  the  perils  that  atteod  the  lonely  trapper,  the  reader  will 
have  sufficient  proof,  when  he  cornea,  in  the  after  part  of  this 
work,  to  learn  the  hard  fortunes  of  these  poor  fellows  in  the  course 
of  their  wild  peregrinations. 

The  trappers  had  not  long  departed,  when  two  Snake  Indiana 
wandered  into  the  camp.  When  they  perceived  that  the  strangers 
were  fabricating  canoes,  they  shook  their  heads  and  gave  them  to 
anderstand  that  the  rirer  was  not  navigable.  Their  information^ 
however,  was  scoffed  at  by  some  of  the  party,  who  were  obstinately 
bent  on  embarkation,  but  was  confirmed  by  the  exploring  party, 
who  returned  after  several  days'  absence.  They  had  kept  along 
the  river  with  great  difficulty  for  two  days,  and  found  it  a  narrow, 
crooked,  turbulent  stream,  confined  in  a  rooky  channel,  with 
many  rapids,  and  occasionally  overhung  with  precipices.  From 
the  summit  of  one  of  these  they  had  caught  a  bird's^ye  view  of 
its  boisterous  career,  for  a  great  distanoc,  through  the  hetrt  of  the 
mountain,  with  impending  rocks  and  oli^.  Satisfied,  from  tium 
view,  that  it  was  useless  to  follow  its  course  rather  by  land  <a 
water,  they  had  given  up  all  further  investigation. 

These  concurring  reports  determined  Mr.  Hunt  to  abandon 
Mad  River,  and  seek  some  more  navigable  stream  This  detm- 
mination  was  concurred  in  by  all  his  associates  excepting  Hr. 
Hiller,  who  had  become  impatient  of  the  fatigue  of  land  travel, 
and  was  for  immediate  embarkation  at  all  hazards.  This  gentle- 
man had  been  in  a  gloomy  and  irritated  slute  of  mind  for  boum 
time  past,  being  troubled  with  a  bodily  malady  that  rendered 
travelling  on  horseback  extremely  irksome  to  him,  and  beings 
moreover,  discontented  with  having  a  smaller  share  In  the  expedi- 
tion than  his  comrades.  His  unreasonable  objections  to  a  fiir^wr 
narah  by  land  were  OTerruled,  and  the  party  prepared  to  ■1"TTr 
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Robinson,  Hoback,  and  BeEoer,  tbe  tbrcc  hanters  nlio  had 
hitherto  Bcrved  as  guides  among  the  mountaina,  now  stepped  for- 
ward, and  advised  Mr.  Hunt  to  make  for  the  poet  cslnbliahed 
during  tbe  piw^eding  year  by  Mr.  Henry,  of  the  Missoari  Par 
Company.  They  had  been  with  Mr.  Henry,  and,  as  far  as  they 
enuld  judge  by  the  neighboring  landmarks,  his  post  could  not  be 
Tery  far  off.  They  presumed  there  could  ho  but  odu  intervening 
ridge  of  nionntainu,  which  might  be  passed  without  any  great 
difficulty.  Henry'a  post,  or  fort,  was  on  an  upper  branch  of  ths 
Colombia,  down  which  they  made  no  doubt  it  would  he  easy  to 
navigate  in  canoes. 

The  two  Snake  Indians  being  questioned  in  the'niatter,  showed 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  situation  of  the  post,  and  ofTerod,  with 
groat  alacrity,  to  guide  them  to  the  place.  Their  offer  was  ao- 
cepled,  greatly  to  the  displeasure  of  Mr.  Miller,  who  seemed 
obstinately  bent  npon  braving  the  perils  of  Mad  River. 

The  weather  for  a  few  days  past  had  been  stormy  ;  with  rain 
and  sleet.  The  Rocky  Mountaina  are  subject  to  tempestnons 
winds  from  the  west;  these,  sometimes,  come  in  ffaws  or  cur- 
rents, making  a  path  through  the  forests  many  yards  in  width,  and 
whirling  off  trunks  and  branches  to  a  great  distance  The  pre- 
sent storm  subsided  on  the  third  of  October,  leaving  all  tho  sur- 
rounding beighls  covered  with  snow  :  for,  while  rain  bad  fallen 
in  the  valley,  it  had  snowed  on  the  hill  tops. 

On  the  4th,  they  broke  up  their  encampment,  and  crossed  the 
river,  the  water  coming  up  tQ  the  girths  of  their  horsea.  After 
travelling  four  miles,  they  encamped  at  the  foot  of  the  mountainy 
the  last,  as  they  hoped,  which  they  should  have  to  traverse^ 
Four  days  more  took  them  across  it,  and  over  several  plaina, 
waAred  by  beautiful  tittle  streams,  tributaries  of  Mad  River. 
Near  one  of  their  encampments  there  was  a  hot  spring  continually 
emitting  a  oloud  of  vapor.     Tbeae  elented  plaina,  which  gin  4 
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peculiar  character  to  the  mountains,  are  frequented  bj  Ui^ gangs 
of  antelopes,  fleet  as  the  wind. 

On  the  evening  of  the  8th  of  October,  after  a  cold  wintry 
daj,  with  gusts  of  westerly  wind  and  flurries  of  snow,  they  arrived 
at  the  anught-fur  post  of  Mr.  Henry.  Here  he  had  fixed  himaelf, 
after  being  compelled  by  the  hostilities  of  the  Blackfeet,  to  aban- 
don the  upper  waters  of  the  Missouri.  The  post,  however,  was 
deserted,  iitr  Mr.  Henry  had  left  it  in  the  course  of  the  preceding 
spring,  and,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  had  fallen  in  with  Mr. 
Lisa,  at  the  Arickara  village  on  the  Missouri,  some  time  after  the 
separation  of  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  party. 

The  weary  travellers  gladly  took  possession  of  the  deearted 
log  huts  which  had  formed  the  post,  and  which  stood  on  the  bank 
of  a  stream  upwards  of  a  hundred  yards  wide,  on  which  they  In- 
tended to  embark.  There  being  plenty  of  suitable  timber  in  tlie 
neighborhood,  Mr.  Hunt  immediately  proceeded  to  oonstract 
cauooB.'  As  he  would  have  to  leave  his  horses  and  their  aocontrc- 
mcnts  here,  ho  determined  to  make  this  a  trading  post,  where  the 
trapjicr.s  and  liuutcrs,  to  bo  distributed  about  the  country,  mi^t 
repair ;  and  where  the  traders  might  toneh  on  their  way  through 
the  mountains  to  and  from  the  establishment  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia.  He  informed  the  two  Snake  Indians  of  this  detenui- 
nation,  aad  engaged  them  to  remain  in  that  neighborhood  and 
take  care  of  the  horses  until  the  white  men  should  return,  pro- 
mising them  ample  rewards  for  their  fidelity.  It  may  seem  a 
desperate  chance  to  trust  to  the  faith  and  honesty  o(  two  Buoh 
ijragabonds ;  but,  as  the  horses  would  have,  at  all  events,  to  be 
abandoned,  and  would  otherwise  become  the  property  of  the  fint 
vagrant  horde  that  should  encounter  them,  it  waa  one  ehanoe  in 
favor  of  their  being  regained.  • 

At  this  place  another  detachment  of  faant«ra  prepared  to 
separate  from  the  party  for  the  purpose  of  trapping  boftTat. 
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Three  of  the»e  liad  already  been  in  this  neighborhood,  being  t! 
Tetcran  Robinson  and  his  conipanions,  Hobock  sod  RcEner,  who 
had  aocompanicd  Mr  Henry  across  the  mouatains,  and  who  had 
been  picked  np  by  Mr.  Hunt  on  the  Miesouri,  on  their  way  home 
to  Kentucky,  Acoording  to  agreement  they  vere  fitted  oat  with 
horses,  traps,  ammnnitiou,  and  every  thing  requisite  for  their  nu- 
dertftking,  and  were  to  bring  in  all  the  peltriea  they  should  col- 
lect, either  to  this  trading  post,  or  tu  the  eslnbtishnient  ut  the 
mouth  of  Colnmbia  River.  Another  banter,  of  the  name  of 
Cass,  yina  associated  with  them  in  their  cnterpriee.  It  in  in  thia 
way  that  snutU  knoUi  of  trappers  and  huntera  are  distributed 
sboot  the  wilderneBS  fay  the  fur  companies,  and  like  francs  and 
bitterns,  haunt  its  solitary  streams.  Robinson,  the  Kentuckiui, 
the  veteran  of  the  "  bloody  ground,"  who,  as  has  already  been 
noted,  had  been  scalped  bj  the  Indians  in  his  younger  days,  was 
the  leader  of  this  little  band.  When  they  were  about  tji  depart, 
Mr.  Miller  called  the  partners  together,  and  threw  up  his  share 
in  the  company,  declaring  his  intention  of  joining  the  party  of 
trappers. 

Thia  resolution  etmok  every  one  with  astonishment,  Mf. 
Aliller  being  a  man  of  education  and  of  cultivated  babita,  and 
little  fitted  for  the  rnde  life  of  a  hunter.  Beeides,  lliu  procarluui 
and  eleiider  profits  arising  from  puch  a  life  were  U'nciith  tho 
prospects  of  one  who  held  a  share  in  the  general  enterprise.  Hi. 
UuDt  was  especially  concerned  and  mortified  at  bis  determina- 
tion, as  it  was  through  his  advice  and  influence  be  had  entered 
into  the  concern.  He  endeavored,  therefore,  to  dissuade  bim 
from  this  sadden  resolution ;  representing  its  rashness,  and  the 
hardships  and  perils  to  which  it  would  expose  him.  He  eamestlj 
advised  him,  however  he  might  feel  dissatisfied  with  the  entw- 
prise,  still  to  continue  on  in  company  until  they  should  reach  the 
month  of  Colombia  River.  There  they  would  meet  the  exped&- 
12* 
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tion  tlint  was  to  oome  by  sea ;  vben,  should  he  Rtill  feel  diapoBed 
to  relinquiah  the  andertaking,  Mr.  Hunt  pledged  himself  to  fiir- 
nish  him  a  passage  home  in  one  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the 
company. 

To  all  this,  Miller  replied  abrnptly,  that  it  was  useleBS  to 
argue  with  him,  as  bis  mind  was  made  up.  Thej  might  fumiBfa 
him,  or  not,  as  they  pleased,  with  the  necessary  suppliea,  bat  he 
was  determined  to  part  company  here,  and  set  off  with  the  trap-  - 
pers.  So  saying,  he  flung  out  of  their  presence  without  Touch- 
safing  any  further  conversation. 

Much  as  this  wayward  conduct  gave  them  anxiety,  the  pu^ 
ners  saw  it  was  in  vain  to  remonstrate.  Every  attention  was  pud 
to  fit  him  out  for  bia  headstrong  undertaking.  He  was  provided 
with  four  horses,  and  all  the  articles  he  required.  The  two  Snakes 
undertook  to  conduct  him  and  his  companions  to  an  encampment 
of  their  tribe,  lower  down  among  the  mountaiua,  from  whom  they 
would  receive  information  as  to  the  best  trapping  grounds.  Af- 
ter thus  guiding  them,  the  Snakes  were  to  return  to  Port  HeiiT7, 
as  the  new  trading  post  was  called,  and  take  charge  of  the  hones 
which  the  party  would  leave  there,  of  which,  after  all  the  hunten 
were  supplied,  there  remained  seventy-seven.  These  mattera  be- 
ing all  arranged,  Mr  Miller  set  out  with  bis  eompaniona,  undw 
guidance  of  the  two  Snakes,  on  the  lOtb  of  October ;  and  muA 
did  it  grieve  the  friends  of  that  gentleman  to  see  him  thus  wan- 
tonly casting  himself  loose  upon  savage  life.  How  he  and  his 
comrades  fared  in  the  wilderness,  and  how  the  Snakes  aoqnitted 
themselves  of  their  trust  respecting  the  horses,  will  heMfter 
appear  in  the  course  of  these  rambling  anecdotes. 
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CHAPTER  XX^fl. 

While  the  canoea  were  in  prepiLriition,  the  hunters  ranged  about 
the  Qcigbborhood,  but  with  little  success.  Tracks  of  buCiUoes 
were  to  he  seen  in  all  directions,  bot  none  of  a  fresh  date.  Tlierfl 
were  some  elk,  but  estretuely  wild  ;  two  onl;  were  killed.  An- 
telopes were  likewise  seen,  but  too  sby  and  fleet  to  be  approached. 
A  few  beavers  were  taken  every  nigbt,  and  Balmou  trout  of  k 
Bmall  siic,  bo  tltal  the  catup  had  priucipallj  to  subsist  upoa 
dried  bublo  meat. 

On  the  Hth,  a  poor,  luUf-naked  Snake  Indian,  one  of  th^ 
forlnin  caste  called  the  Shuckers,  or  Diggers,  made  his  appear 
au«e  at  the  camp.  H<;  came  from  some  lurking  place  among  the 
rocks  and  cliffs,  and  presented  a  picture  of  that  faiuisbing 
wretchedness  tu  which  these  lunel;  fugitives  amoDg  the  motio- 
tains  are  someliuiea  reduced.  Having  received  wherewithal  to 
allaj'  bii  liuuger,  he  disappeared,  but  in  Uie  course  of  a  day  or 
two  returned  to  the  camp,  bringing  with  him  bis  son,  a  miserable 
hoy,  still  more  naked  and  forlorn  than  himself  Food  was  given 
to  both;  the;  skulked  about  the  camp  like  hungry  hounds, 
seeking  what  they  might  devour,  and  having  gathered  up  the 
feet  and  entrails  of  some  beavers  that  were  lying  about,  slunk  off 
with  theni  to  their  den  among  the  rocks. 

By  the  18th  of  October,  fifteen  canoes  were  completed,  and 
on  the  following  day  the  party  embarked  with  their  effeola; 
leaving  their  horses  graitng  about  the  banks,  and  trusting  to  the 
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honesty  of  the  two  SiwkeB,  and  some  special  turn  of  good  look 
for  their  future  recovery. 

The  current  bore  them  alaog  at  a  rapid  rate ;  the  l^ht  apirita 
of  the  Canadian  voyageara,  wliich  had  occaaioDally  flagged  upon 
land,  rose  to  their  accustomed  buoyancy  on  finding  thetnselvea 
again  upon  tlie  water.  They  wielded  their  piddles  with  their 
wonted  dexterity,  and  ^r  tho  first  time  made  the  moontuna 
echo  with  their  &vorite  boat  songs. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  the  little  squadron  arriTOd  aA  the 
eonflnence  of  Henry  and  Mad  Bivers,  which,  thus  united,  swelled 
into  a  beautiful  stream  of  a  light  pea-green  color,  navigable  for 
boats  of  any  size,  and  which,  from  the  place  of  junction,  took  the 
name  of  Snake  River,  a  atream  doomed  to  be  the  aoene  of  mnoh 
disaster  to  the  travellers.  The  hanks  were  here  and  theia 
fiinged  with  willow  thickets  and  small  cotton-wood  treea  The 
weather  was  cold,  and  it  snowed  all  day,  and  great  floaks  of 
docks  and  geese,  sporting  in  the  water  or  streaming  throngh  the 
air,  gave  token  that  winter  was  at  hand ;  yet  the  hearts  ef  tha 
travellers  were  light,  and,  as  they  glided  down  the  little  rivBr, 
they  flattered  themselves  with  the  hope  of  soon  reaching  -the 
Columbia.  After  making  thirty  miles  in  a  southerly  direotioD, 
they  encamped  for  the  night  in  a  neighborhood  which  requiied 
some  little  vigilance,  as  there  were  recent  traces  of  griEslj  bene 
among  tho  tbickctB. 

On  the  following  day  the  river  increased  in  width  and 
beauty ;  flowing  parallel  to  a  range  of  mountains  on  the  left, 
which  at  times  were  finely  reflected  in  its  light  green  waten. 
The  three  snowy  summits  of  the  Pilot  Knobs  or  Tetons,  were 
still  seen  towering  in  the  distance.  After  pursuing  «  swift  bat 
placid  course  for  twenty  miles,  the  current  began  to  fiwm  and 
brawl,  and  assume  the  wild  and  broken  character  common  to  ill* 
streams  west  of  the  Rocky  Monntuns.     In  foct  the  riven  wfaieb 
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flow  from  those  mountainB  to  the  PaciGc,  are  es»entialljr  different 
from  those  nbich  traverse  the  great  prairies  oa  their  eastern  de- 
clivities. The  latter,  though  sometinies  boisterous,  are  generally 
tree  from  obstructions,  and  easily  navigated ;  but  the  rivers  to 
the  west  of  the  mountAins  dcecead  more  steeply  and  iinp«taouely, 
mud  are  continually  Liable  ta  cascades  and  lapids.  The  latter 
abounded  in  the  part  of  the  river  which  the  travellers  were  now 
descending.  Two  of  the  canoes  filled  anioDg  the  breakers  ;  the 
crews  were  saved,  but  much  of  the  lading  was  lost  or  damaged, 
iuid  one  of  the  canocH  drifted  down  the  etresm  and  waa  broksn 
among  tbe  rochs. 

On  the  following  day,  October  21»t,  they  made  but  a  short 
distance  when  they  came  Ui  a  dangerous  strait,  where  the  river 
trna  compressed  for  Dearly  half  a  mile  between  perpendicular 
rocks,  reducing  it  to  the  width  of  twenty  yards,  and  incrcaAiDg 
ile  violence.  Here  they  were  obliged  to  pass  the  canoes  down 
canttonaly  by  a  line  from  the  impending  banks.  Thb  oonnumed 
a  great  part  of  a  day  ;  and  a^r  they  bad  re-cmbatkod  they  wore 
Boon  again  impeded  by  rapids,  when  they  had  to  unload  thw 
eanues  and  carry  them  and  their  cargoes  for  some  distance  by 
land-  It  is  at  these  places,  c&lled  ■*  portages,"  that  the  Can*- 
dian  voyngenr  exhibitn  his  must  valuable  tjualitiea  ;  earrjing 
bcnvr  biirclrtis,  nnd  t'liling  to  and  fro.  tui  biud  auH  in  the  water, 
over  rocks  and  precipices,  among  brakes  and  brambles,  not  only 
wilhont  a  mnrmnr,  but  with  the  greatest  cheerfulness  and  aUo- 
rity.  joking  and  laughing  and  singing  Borapa  of  old  Frenoh 
ditties. 

The  spirits  of  the  party,  however,  which  had  been  elated  on 
first  varying  their  journeying  from  land  to  water,  bad  now  lotf 
some  of  their  buoyancy.  Every  thing  ahead  was  wrapped  in  nu- 
certainty.  They  knew  nothiug  of  the  river  ou  which  they  wan 
floating.     It  hnd  never  been  navigated  by  a  white  maa,  nor  oosld 


thej  meet  with  an  Indiao  to  give  tliem  any  infomuitioii  ooneam- 
ing  it  It  kept  on  its  course  through  a  vast  witderneea  of  uteDt 
&Dd  apparently  uninhabited  mountains,  without  a  rarage  wigwam 
upon  its  banks,  or  bark  upon  ite  waters.  The  difficulties  uid 
perils  they  had  already  passed,  made  them  apprehend  others  be- 
fore them,  that  might  effectually  bar  their  progress.  As  they 
glided  onward,  however,  they  regained  heart  and  hope.  The  eur- 
rent  continued  to  be  strong ;  but  it  was  steady,  and  though  they 
met  with  frequent  rapids,  none  of  them  were  bad.  Honntuns 
were  constantly  to  be  seen  in  different  directions,  but  sometimes 
the  swift  river  glided  through  prairies,  and  was  bordered  by  small 
cotton-wood  trees  and  wiUows.  These  prairies  at  oertain  seasons 
are  ranged  by  migratory  herds  of  the  wide-waudering  buffalo, 
the  tracks  of  which,  though  not  of  recent  date,  were  frequently 
to  be  seen.  Here,  too,  wore  to  be  found  the  prickly  pear  or  In- 
dian fig,  a  plant  which  loves  a  more  southern  otimat«.  On  the 
land  were  large  Bights  of  magpies,  and  American  robins ;  whole 
fleets  of  ducks  and  geese  navigated  the  river,  or  flew  off  in  long 
streaming  fil^  at  the  approach  of  the  canoes ;  while  the  frequent 
establishments  of  the  painstaking  and  quiet-loving  beaver,  ahow- 
ed  that  the  solitude  of  these  waters  was  rarely  disturbed,  even 
.    by  the  all-pervading  savage. 

They  had  now  come  near  two  hundred  and  eighty  miles  sinoe 
leaving  Fort  Henry,  yet  without  seeing  a  human  being,  or  * 
human  habitation  ;  a  wild  and  desert  solitude  extended  on  either 
side  of  the  river,  apparently  almost  destitute  of  animal  lifs;  At 
length,  on  the  24th  of  October,  Miej  were  gladdened  by  the  sight 
of  some  savage  tents,  and  hastened  to  land  and  visit  them,  for 
they  were  anxious  to  procure  information  to  guide  them  on  their 
route.  On  their  approach,  however,  the  savages  fled  i 
nation.  They  proved  to  be  a  wandering  band  of  Shoshonies. 
their  tents  were  great  quantities  of  amaU  fish  about  two  inol 
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long,  together  vith  rooU  and  seeds,  or  grain,  which  thej  were 
drying  for  winter  proviaions.  Tliej  appeared  to  be  (leatitul«  of 
tooU  c>f  uuy  kiud,  yet  there  were  bowH  and  arrows  rerj  well 
made ;  the  former  were  formed  of  pine,  cedar,  or  bone,  Btrength- 
ened  by  sinews,  and  the  latter  of  Uie  wood  of  roae-bushe^  and 
other  crooked  piant«,  hot  carcfullj  straighteoed,  and  tipped  with 
stone  of  3  bottle-green  color. 

There  were  also  vosHeU  of  willow  and  grass,  so  closely  WTong^l 
u  to  hold  water,  and  a  seine  neatly  made  with  ueshcs,  in  the 
ordinarj-  wannor,  of  the  fibres  of  wild  flax  or  nettle.  The  homble 
effects  of  the  poor  Garages  remained  unmolei>l«d  by  thejr  visitors, 
and  a  lew  smaU  articles,  with  a  knife  or  two,  were  left  in  the 
camp,  and  were  no  doubt  rc^rded  as  iaraluable  prizes. 

Shortly  after  leaving  this  deserted  camp,  and  re-embarking 
in  the  canoes,  the  travellers  met  with  three  of  the  Snakes  on  % 
triangular  raft  made  of  fiags  or  reeds ;  such  was  tlieir  rude  mode 
of  iMTigating  the  river.  Ihey  were  entirely  naked  exoepting 
small  mantles  of  hare  skins  orer  their  dionlders.  The  oano« 
approsiobed  near  enough  to  gun  a  fnll  view  of  them,  but  tb^ 
were  not  to  be  brought  to  a  parley. 

All  further  progress  for  t}ie  day  was  barred  by  a  &11  in  the 
river  of  about  thirty  feet  perpendicular ;  at  the  head  of  whiob 
the  party  encamped  for  the  night 

The  next  day  was  one  of  excessive  toil  and  but  little  pro- 
gress :  the  river  winding  through  a  wild  rocky  country,  and  being 
interrupted  by  frequent  rapids,  among  which  the  canoes  were  in 
great  peril.  On  the  succeeding  day  the;  again  visited  a  camp 
of  wandering  Snakes,  but  the  inhabitants  fled  with  terror  at  the 
sight  of  a  fleet  of  canoes,  filled  with  white  men,  coming  down 
their  solitary  river. 

As  Mr  Hunt  was  extremely  anxious  to  gain  information  ctn- 
ceming  his  routf,  be  end«aTor«d  by  all  kinds  of  friendly  signs 
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to  entice  back  the  fugitives.  At  length  one,  who  wu  on  hone- 
bftck,  ventured  back  with  fetr  and  trembling.  He  was  better 
clad,  and  in  better  condition,  than  most  of  hb  vagrant  tribe  that 
Mr.  Hunt  had  jet  seen.  The  chief  object  of  his  retom  appeared 
to  be  to  intercede  for  a  qnantitj  of  dried  meat  and  salmon  tioal, 
which  he  had  left  behind  ;  on  which,  probabl;,  he  depended  for 
his  winter's  subsisteuco.  The  poor  wretch  appro&ched  with  hesi- 
tation, the  alternate  dread  of  famine  and  of  white  men  operating 
upon  his  mind.  Ue  made  the  most  abject  signs,  imploring  Mr. 
Hunt  not  to  carry  off  his  food.  The  latter  tried  in  every  way  to 
reassure  him,  and  offered  him  knives  in  exchange  foi  his  pro- 
visions ;  great  as  was  the  temptation,  the  poor  Snake  oould  only 
prevail  upon  himself  to  spare  a  part ;  keeping  a  feverish  watch 
over  the  rest,  lest  it  should  be  taken  away.  It  was  in  vain  Mr. 
Hunt  made  inquiries  of  him  ooncerning  his  rente,  and  the  oourae 
of  the  river.  The  Indian  was  too  much  frightened  and  bewil- 
dered to  comprehend  him  or  to  reply ;  he  did  nothing  but  alter- 
nately commend  himself  to  the  protection  of  the  Good  SiHrit,  and 
supplicate  >Ir.  Hunt  not  to  take  away  his  fish  and  buffido  meat; 
and  in  tijis  state  they  left  him,  trembling  about  his  treasorea. 

In  the  coarse  of  that  and  the  next  day  they  made  nearly  ei^t 
miles  ;  the  river  inclining  to  the  south  of  west,  and  boiog  olear 
and  beautiful,  nearly  linlf  a  niiio  in  width,  with  many  populona 
communities  of  the  beayer  along  its  banks.  The  28th  (^  Octo- 
ber, however,  was  a  day  of  disaster.  The  river  again  became 
Toagh  and  impetuous,  and  was  chafed  and  broken  by  numerous 
rapids.  These  grow  more  and  more  dangerous,  and  the  ntmoat 
skill  was  rcijuirctl  to  steer  among  them.  Mr.  Crooks  was  seated 
in  the  second  canoe  of  the  sijuadron,  and  had  an  old  oxperianoed 
Canadian  for  steersman,  named  Antoine  Clappine,  one  of  tiw 
most  valuable  of  the  voyagcurs.  tThe  leading  oauoe  had  glided 
safely  among  the  turbulent  and  roaring  stirgA,  bat  in  following 
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it,  Mr.  Crooka  perceived  tbst  his  canoe  waa  bearing  tov&rda  ft 
rock.  He  called  out  to  tlie  gteorsmaii,  but  his  naming  Toioe  was 
either  unheard  or  unheeded.  In  the  nest  motneDt  they  stmck 
upon  the  rock.  The  eanoo  waa  split  upd  overturned.  There 
were  five  persona  on  board.  Mr.  Crooks  and  one  of  his  compan- 
ionB  were  thrown  amidst  roaring  breakers  and  a  whirling  current, 
but  sueeeeded,  by  strong  shimming,  to  reach  the  iihoro.  Gkppine 
and  two  others  ctung  to  the  shattered  bark,  and  drifted  with  it 
to  a  roeb.  The  wreck  struck  the  rock  with  one  end,  and  smug- 
,iDg  round,  flung  poor  Clappinc  off  into  the  raging  stream,  nhieh 
ewept  him  away,  and  he  perished.  His  eomradcs  euceceded  in 
getting  upon  the  rock,  from  whence  thej  were  afterwards  taken  off. 
This  disastrous  event  brought  the  whole  aquadron  to  a  halt, 
Bod  stmok  a  chill  into  every  bosom.  Indeed,  they  had  arrived 
at  a  terrifio  strait,  that  forbade  all  further  progress  in  the  cano«fl, 
and  dismayed  the  most  eipcrienced  voyogeur.  The  whole  body 
of  the  river  waa  compressed  into  a  space  of  less  than  thirty  feet 
in  width,  between  two  ledges  of  rocks,  upwards  of  two  hundred 
feet  high,  and  formed  a  whirling  and  tumultuous  vortoi,  so  fright 
fully  agitated,  as  to  receive  the  name  of  "  The  Caldron  Linn." 
Beyond  this  fearful  abyas,  the  rivor  kept  raging  and  roaring  on, 
until  lost  to  sight  among  impending  precipices. 


CHAPTER  IXXIII. 

Mr.  Hunt  uid  his  comp&nions  encamped  upon  the  borders  of  the 
Catdron  Lion,  and  held  gloomj  coaosel  as  to  their  future  oonrse. 
The  recent  wreck  had  dismayed  even  the  vojageun,  and  the  &t« 
of  their  popular  comrade,  Clappiue,  one  of  the  most  adroit  and 
experienced  of  their  fraternity,  had  struck  sorrow  to  their  hewta, 
for,  with  all  their  levity,  these  thoughtless  beings  have  great  kiiid- 
ness  towards  each  other. 

The  whole  distance  they  had  navigated  since  leaving  HenrT's 
Fort,  was  computed  to  be  ahont  three  hundred  and  forty  miles  ; 
strong  apprehensions  were  now  entertained  that  the  tremendous 
impediments  before  them  would  oblige  them  to  abandon  their 
canoes.  It  was  determined  to  send  exploring  parties  on  euh 
side  of  the  river  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  possible  to  navigate 
it  further.  Accordingly,  on  the  following  morning,  three  men 
were  dispatched  along  the  south  hank,  while  Hr.  Hunt  and  threa 
others,  proceeded  along  the  north.  The  two  parties  returned 
after  a  weary  scramble  among  swamps,  rocks,  and  precipioes,  and 
with  very  disheartening  accounts.  For  nearly  forty  miles  that 
they  had  explored,  the  river  foamed  and  roared  along  through  a 
deep  and  narrow  channel,  from  twenty  to  thirty  yards  wide,  whieh 
it  had  worn,  in  the  course  of  ages,  through  the  heart  of  a  barren 
rocky  country.  The  precipices  on  each  side,  were  often  two  and 
three  hundred  feet  high,  sometimes  perpendicular,  and  sometimet 
overhanging,  so  that  it  was  impossible,  excepting  in  one  or  two 
pkoes,  to  get  down  to  the  margin  of  the  stream.   Thisdreuystnit 
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ms  rendered  the  more  dangeroiia  by  frequent  rapids, 
ally  perpendicular  falls  from  t«u  to  forty  f<jet  in  height;  so  that  it 
seemed  almost  hopeless  to  attempt  to  jia^s  the  canoes  down  it 
The  party,  Loweycr,  wlio  had  explored  tho  south  side  of  the 
river  had  found  a  place,  a6out  six  miles  from  the  camp,  where 
they  thought  it  possible  the  caDocs  might  be  carried  down  the 
bank  and  launched  upon  the  stream,  and  from  whence  they  might 
make  their  way  with  tho  aid  of  occasional  portages.  Four  of  the 
best  canoes  were  accordingly  sclectod  for  the  experiment,  and 
were  transported  to  the  place  on  the  ehouldera  of  sixleen  of  tbe 
laen.  At  the  same  Lime,  Mr.  Beed  the  elerk,  and  three  men, 
Here  detached  to  explore  the  river  atiU  further  down  timu  tha 
previous  scouting  parties  had  been,  and  at  the  same  time  to  lixA 
out  for  Indians,  from  whom  provisions  might  be  obtained,  and  * 
supply  of  horses,  should  it  be  found  necessary  to  proceed  by  land. 

The  parly  who  had  been  sent  with  the  canoes  returned  on  the 
following  day,  weary  aod  dejected.  One  of  the  canoes  hod  been 
BWcpt  nwiij  «itii  all  lljf  wciipous  and  effects  of  four  of  tiie  voy- 
Bgenrs,  in  attempting  to  poos  it  down  k  rapid  by  means  of  a  lioe. 
Tbe  other  three  bad  stuok  liut  kmong  the  rocks,  bo  that  it  ma 
impossible  to  move  them ;  the  men  retnmed,  therefore,  iu  despair, 
»nd  declared  the  river  unnavigable. 

Tbe  situation  of  the  unfortunate  travellers  was  now  gloomj 
in  the  extreme.  They  were  in  the  heart  of  an  unknown  wilder^ 
neSB,  untraverscd  as  yet  by  a  white  man.  They  were  at  a  Iobb 
what  route  to  take,  and  how  far  they  were  from  the  ultimate 
place  of  their  destination,  nor  conld  they  meet,  in  these  uninhab- 
ited wilds,  with  any  human  being  to  give  them  information.  The 
repeated  accidents  to  their  canoes,  had  reduced  their  stock  of 
provisions  to  five  days'  allowance,  and  there  was  now  every  appear- 
ance of  soon  having  famine  added  to  their  other  sufferings. 

This  laat  oirconutanco  rend«r«d  it  more  perilous  to  kaflp 
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togeUier  than  to  eepftrate.  Accorcliagly,  after  k  little  ■ 
but  bewildered  couDsel,  it  was  detornuned  that  eereral  small 
detachments  should  start  off  in  differcut  directions,  headed  bj 
the  several  partners.  Should  anj  of  them  sacceed  in  falling  in 
with  friendly  Indians,  within  a  reasonable  distance,  and  obtain- 
ing a  supply  of  provisions  and  horses,  they  were  to  return  to  tbfl 
aid  of  the  main  body:  otherwise,  they  were  to  shift  for  thea- 
Bclves,  and  shape  their  coarse  according  to  ciroumstaooes ;  keep- 
ing the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River  as  the  ultimate  point  of 
their  wayfaring.  Accordingly,  three  several  parties  set  off  &om 
the  camp  at  Caldron  Linn,  in  opposite  directions.  Mr.  H'Lel- 
Ian,  with  three  men,  kept  down  along  the  bank  of  the  river.  Mr. 
Crooks,  with  five  others,  turned  their  steps  np  it;  retraoing  by 
land  the  weary  course  they  bad  made  by  water,  intending,  aboold 
tbcy  not  find  relief  nearer  at  hand,  to  keep  on  nntil  th^  iboold 
reach  Henry's  Fort,  where  they  hoped  to  find  the  borsei  tkejr 
had  left  there,  and  to  return  with  them  to  the  main  body. 

The  third  party,  composed  of  five  men,  was  headed  Ifj  Hr. 
M'KcDEic,  who  struck  to  the  northward,  across  the  desert  pltins, 
in  hopes  of  coming  upon  the  main  stream  of  the  Columlna. 

Having  seen  these  three  adventurous  bands  depart  npon  their 
forlorn  expeditions,  Mr.  Hunt  turned  hia  thoughts  to  prorido  Cor 
the  subsistence  of  the  main  body  left  to  his  charge,  and  to  pre- 
pare for  their  future  march.  There  remained  with  him  thirtj- 
one  men,  bcsido  the  squaw  and  two  children  of  Pierre  Dorioo. 
There  was  no  gamo  to  be  met  with  in  the  neighborhood j  bat 
beavers  wcro  occasionally  trapped  about  the  river  banks,  wbink 
afforded  a  scanty  supply  of  food ;  in  the  meantime  they  oom- 
forted  themselves  that  some  one  or  other  of  the  foraging  detuli- 
ments  would  be  successful,  and  return  with  relie£ 

Mr.  Hunt  now  set  to  work  with  all  diligence,  to  prapan 
caches,  in  which  to  deposit  the  baggage  and  merohandiaa,  of  wludi 
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tl  would  be  neoessary  to  jdisburdea  themselves,  preparatory  to 
their  weary  march  by  land ;  and  here  we  shall  give  a  brief  do- 
•cription  of  those  contrivances,  so  noted  in  the  wilderness. 

A  cache  is  a  term  common  among  traders  and  hunters,  to 
designate  a  hiding  place  for  provisions  and  effects.  It  is  derived 
from  the  French  word  caclier^  to  conceal,  and  originated  among 
tite  early  colonists  of  Canada  and  Loaisiana ;  but  the  secret 
depository  which  it  designates  was  in  use  among  the  aboriginals 
long  before  the  intrusion  of  the  white  men.  It  is,  in  fact,  the 
only  modo  that  migratory  hordes  have  of  proscrring  their  valna- 
blcs  from  robbery,  during  their  long  absences  from  their  Tillages 
or  accustomed  haunts,  on  hunting  expeditions,  or  during  the 
vicissitudes  of  war.  The  utmost  skill  and  caution  are  required 
to  render  these  places  of  concealment  invisible  to  the  lynx  eye  of 
bh  Indian.  The  first  care  is  to  seek  out  a  proper  situation,  wbioh 
10  generally  some  dry  low  bank  of  clay,  on  the  margin  of  a  water 
course.  As  soon  as  the  precise  spot  is  pitched  upon,  blankola, 
BiidilleK'loths,  nnd  other  coverings,  are  spreiid  over  the  snrround- 
^ig  grass  and  bnahes,  to  prorent  foot  tosoks,  or  any  other  derange 
ment ;  and  as  few  hands  u  posrible  are  emplt^ed.  A  oirole  cf 
abont  two  feet  in  diameter  u  then  nicely  ont  in  the  sod,  which  Li 
earefnlly  removed,  with  Ha  loom  aoil  immediately  beneath  \% 
and  laid  aside  in  a  place  where  it  will  be  safe  from  any  thing  that 
may  change  its  appearance.  The  uncovered  area  is  then  digged 
perpendicularly  to  the  depth  of  about  three  feet,  and  is  then 
gradoally  widened  so  as  to  form  a  conical  chamber  sij  or  seven 
feet  deep.  The  whole  of  the  earth  displaced  by  this  process, 
being  of  a  different  color  from  that  on  the  surface,  is  handed  up 
in  a  vessel,  uid  heaped  into  a  skin  or  cloth,  in  which  it  is  con- 
veyed to  the  stream  and  thrown  into  the  midst  of  the  current, 
that  it  may  be  entirely  carried  off.  Should  the  cache  not  be* 
formed  in  the  vicinity  of  a  stream,  the  earth  thus  thrown  np  is 
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earried  to  a  distance,  and  scattered  in  snch  manner  as  not  to 
leave  the  minntest  trace.  The  cave  being  formed,  is  well  lined 
with  dry  grasa,  bark,  sticks,  and  poles,  and  occasionally  &  dried 
hide.  The  property  intended  to  be  bidden  is  then  laid  in,  aftar 
having  been  veil  aired ;  a  bide  is  spread  over  it,  and  dried  grass, 
brush,  and  stones  thrown  in,  and  trampled  down  until  the  pit  ta 
filled  to  the  neck.  The  loose  soil  which  had  been  pnt  aside  ia 
then  brought,  and  rammed  down  firmly,  to  prevent  its  caving  in, 
and  is  frequently  sprinkled  with  water,  to  destroy  the  scent,  lest 
the  wolves  and  bears  should  be  attracted  to  the  place,  and  root 
up  the  concealed  trcasura  When  the  neck  of  the  cache  is  nearly 
level  with  the  Burrounding  surface,  the  sod  is  again  fitted  in  with 
the  utmost  exactness,  and  any  bushes,  stocks,  or  stones,  that  may 
have  originally  been  about  the  spot,  are  restored  to  their  tormvt 
places.  The  blankets  and  other  coverings  are  then  removed  fron 
the  surrounding  herbage :  all  tracks  are  obliterated :  the  graM 
is  gently  raised  by  the  hand  to  its  natural  position,  and  the 
minntest  chip  or  straw  is  scrupulously  gleaned  up  and  thrown 
into  the  stream.  After  all  is  done,  the  place  is  abandoned  fb% 
the  night,  and,  if  all  be  right  next  morning,  is  not  visited  agun, 
until  there  be  a  necessity  for  reopening  the  caoha  Ponr  men 
are  sufficient,  in  this  way,  to  conceal  the  amonnt  of  three  tons 
weight  of  merchandise  in  the  course  of  two  days.  Nine  oaohe« 
were  required  to  contain  the  goods  and  baggage  which  Mr.  Host 
found  it  necessary  to  leave  at  this  place. 

Three  days  had  been  thus  employed  since  the  departure  of 
the  several  detachments,  when  that  of  Mr.  Crooks  unexpectedly 
made  its  appearance.  A  momentary  joy  was  ditFiised  through  the 
camp,  for  they  supposed  succor  to  be  at  hand.  It  was  soon  di>- 
pelled.  Mr.  Crooks  and  his  companions  had  become  oompletelj 
•disheartened  by  this  retrograde  march  through  a  bleak  and  barren 
country  ;  and  had  found,  computing  from  their  progress  and  the 
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accamuUting  difficulties  bewtting  every  step,  that  it  vonld  be 
impossible  to  reaeli  Henry's  Fort,  and  return  to  the  main  body  in 
the  eoiirac  of  the  winter,  Tliey  had  determined,  therefore,  to 
rejoin  their  comrades,  aod  share  tbcir  lot. 

One  avenae  of  hope  was  thus  closed  upon  the  ansious  sojoom- 
en  at  the  Caidron  Liun;  their  main  expectation  of  relief  was 
now  from  the  two  parties  under  Reed  and  M'Lellan,  which  had 
proceeded  down  the  river  ;  for,  as  to  Mr.  M'Kcniie's  detachment, 
vbieh  had  struck  aL-rosa  the  plain?,  they  thought  it  would  hava 
Buffieient  difficulty  in  struggling  forward  through  the  trackless 
wildcrneHB.  For  fivo  days  they  continued  to  support  themselves 
by  trapping  and  fishing.  Sams  fish  of  tolerable  size  were  apeared 
at  night  by  the  light  of  cedar  torches ;  others  that  were  very 
email,  were  caught  in  nets  with  fine  meshes.  The  product  of  their  ■ 
fiahing,  however,  was  very  scanty.  Their  trapping  was  also  pro- 
ou-ions ;  mud  the  taib  and  bellies  of  the  beavers  were  dried  ftud 
put  by  for  the  joomey. 

At  length,  two  of  the  companions  of  Mr.  Beed  retamed,  and 
were  hailed  with  the  moat  anziooB  eagerness.  Their  report 
served  but  to  increase  the  general  despondency.  The;  had  fol- 
lowed Mr.  Beed  fbr  some  distance  below  the  point  to  which  Mr. 
Hont  had  explored,  but  bad  met  with  no  Indians,  from  whom  to 
obtain  information  and  relief.  The  riv%r  still  presented  the  sanw 
furious  aspect,  brawling  and  boiling  along  a  narrow  and  rugged 
channel,  between  rocks  that  rose  like  walls. 

A  lingering  hope,  which  had  been  indulged  by  some  of  the 
party,  of  proceeding  by  water,  was  now  finally  given  up :  the 
long  and  terrific  strait  of  the  river  sot  all  farther  progress  at 
defiance,  and  in  their  disgnat  at  the  place,  and  their  vexation  at 
the  disasters  sustained  there,  thejuave  it  the  indignant,  tboogh 
not  very  decorous  appellation,  of  the  Devil's  Scuttle  Hole. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

The  resolution  of  Mr  Hunt  and  his  oompanioiis  wu  now  tftkon 
to  set  oat  immediatel;  on  foot.  As.  to  the  other  detachmonta 
that  had  in  a  manner  gone  forth  to  seek  their  fortones,  tiiere  wu 
little  chance  of  their  return ;  thof  would  probablj  make  their 
own  way  through  the  wilderness.  At  any  rate,  to  linger  is  the 
TBgne  hope  of  relief  from  them,  would  be  t«  rnn  the  risk  of 
'perishing  with  hunger  Besides,  the  winter  was  rapidlj  ad- 
vancing, and  they  had  a  long  journey  to  make  through  an  un- 
known conntry,  where  all  kinds  of  perils  might  await  ^em. 
They  were  yet,  in  fact,  a  thousand  miles  from  Astoria,  but  the 
distance  was  unknown  to  them  at  the  time :  erery  tiring  before 
tind  around  them  was  vague  and  conjectural,  and  wore  an  aspect 
calculated  to  inspire  despondency. 

In  abandoning  the  river,  they  would  have  to  launch  fortii 
upon  vast  trackless  pluns  destitute  of  all  means  of  subsistenoe, 
where  they  might  perish  of  hunger  and  thirst.  A  dreary  dcseit 
of  sand  and  gravel  extends  from  Snake  River  almost  to  the 
Columbia,  Here  and  there  is  a  thin  and  scanty  herbage,  insuffi- 
cient for  the  pasturage  of  horse  or  buffalo.  Indeed  these  tree- 
less wastes  between  the  Bocky  Slountains  and  the  Pacific,  are 
even  more  desolate  nnd  barren  tlian  the  naked,  upper  prairies  on 
the  Atlantic  side ;  they  present  vast  desert  tracts  that  must  ever 
defy  cultivation,  and  interpose  dreary  and  thirsty  wilds  between 
the  habitations  of  man,  in  traversing  which,  the  wanderer  Kill 
often  be  in  danger  of  perishing. 
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Seeing  the  hopeless  character  of  these  wastes,  Mr.  Haut  uid 
his  companioDS  determined  to  keep  along  the  course  of  the  river, 
where  they  would  always  have  water  at  hand,  and  would  be  able 
cKcasiooally  to  procure  fish,  and  beaver,  and  might  percbanoe 
meet  with  Indians,  from  whom  they  conld  obtain  provisions. 

They  now  made  their  final  preparations  for  the  march.  All 
tbeir  remaining  stock  of  provisions  consisted  of  forty  pounds  of 
Indian  corn,  twenty  pounds  of  grease,  about  five  pounds  of 
portable  soup,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  dried  meat  to  allow 
each  man  a  pittance  of  five  pounds  and  a  quarter,  to  be  reserved 
for  emergencies.  This  being  properly  distributed,  they  deposited 
all  their  goods  and  superfluous  articles  in  the  caches,  taking 
nothing  with  thcni  but  what  was  indispensable  to  the  joumej^. 
With  all  their  management,  each  man  had  to  carry  twenty 
pounds'  weight  beside  his  own  articles  and  eqaipmeots. 

That  they  might  have  the  better  chance  of  procuring  subsist- 
ence in  the  scanty  regions  they  were  to  traverse,  they  divided 
their  party  into  two  bands,  Mr.  Hunt,  with  eighteen  men,  beside 
Pierre  Dorion  and  his  family,  was  to  proceed  down  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  while  Mr.  Crooks,  with  eighteen  men,  kept 
along  the  south  side. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  October,  the  two  parties  sepa* 
rated  &nd  set  forth  on  their  several  courses.  Mr.  Hunt  and  hiB 
companions  followed  along  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  which 
mudc  its  way  fur  below  them,  brawling  at  the  foot  of  perpen- 
dicular prccijiice.t  of  solid  rock,  two  and  three  hundred  feet  high. 
For  twenlj-cight  milea  that  they  travelled  this  day,  they  found 
it  iiupoesiblc  lo  get  down  to  tlic  morgin  of  the  stream.  At  the 
end  of  this  distance  tliey  eiioainped  for  the  night  at  a  place 
which  admitted  a  scrambling  descent.  It  was  with  the  greatest 
difficulty,  however,  that  they  succeeded  in  getting  up  a  kettle  of 
water  from  the  river  for  the  use  of  the  camp.  As  some  rain  had 
13 
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fallen  in  the  afterDoon,  they  passed  the  night  nnder  the  shelter 
of  the  rocks. 

The  nest  daj  they  oontinoed  thirty-tvo  miles  to  the  north- 
weal,  keeping  along  the  river,  which  still  ran  in  its  deep  cat 
channel  Here  and  there  a  sandy  beach  or  a  narrow  strip  <^ 
soil,  fringed  with  dwarf  willows,  would  extend  for  a  little  diabnoe 
ahing  the  foot  of  the  cliffs,  and  sometimes  a  reach  of  still  water 
woald  intervene  like  a  smooth  mirror  between  the  foaming  rapids. 

As  through  the  preceding  day,  they  jonmeyed  on  withont 
finding,  except  in  one  instance,  any  place  where  they  oonld  get 
down  to  the  river's  edge,  and  they  were  fain  to  allay  the  thirst 
caused  by  hard  travelling,  with  the  water  collected  in  the  hoUov 
of  the  rocks. 

In  the  course  of  their  march  on  the  following  morning,  they 
fell  into  a  beat«n  horse  path  leading  along  the  river,  whioll 
showed  thst  they  were  in  the  neighborhood  of  some  Indian 
village  or  encampment.  They  had  not  proceeded  &r  along  it, 
when  they  mot  with  two  Sboshonies,  or  Snakes.  They  approaebed 
with  some  appearance  of  uneasiness,  and  accosting  Mr.  Hunt, 
held  up  a  knife,  which  by  signs  they  let  him  know  they  had  i«> 
ceived  from  some  of  the  white  men  of  the  advance  parties.  It 
was  with  some  difficulty  that  Mr.  Hnnt  prevuled  upon  one  of 
the  BavsgcB  to  conduct  him  to  the  lodges  of  bis  people,  gtiikii^ 
into  a  trail  or  path  which  led  up  from  the  river,  he  guided  them 
for  some  diBtance  in  the  prairie,  until  they  came  in  u^t  of  a 
number  of  lodges  made  of  straw,  and  shaped  like  hay  stadca. 
Their  approach,  as  on  former  occasions,  caused  the  wildeat 
afiright  among  the  inhabitants.  The  women  hid  such  of  thor 
children  as  were  too  large  to  be  carried,  and  too  small  to  take 
care  of  themselves,  under  straw,  and,  clasping  their  in&nta  to 
their  breasts,  fled  across  the  prairie.  The  men  awaited  the 
q)proach  of  the  strangers,  but  evidently  in  great  alarm. 
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Mr.  Hunt  entered  the  lodges,  and,  u  be  was  looking  atMol, 
observed  where  the  children  were  concealed ;  their  blKck  eyn 
glistening  like  those  of  snakes,  from  beneath  the  straw.  He 
lifted  np  the  covering  to  look  at  them ;  the  poor  little  beings  were 
horribly  fiigbtened,  and  their  fathers  stood  trembling,  u  if  ft 
beast  of  prey  were  about  to  pounce  apon  the  brood. 

The  friendly  manner  of  Hr.  Hnnt  soon  dispelled  tftesa  ap- 
prehensions  J  he  soeceedod  in  purcbasiug  Bome  excellent  driet 
salmon,  and  a  dog,  an  animal  maoh  esteemed  as  food,  by  the  n»- 
tives  ;  and  when  be  returned  to  the  river  one  of  tbe  Indiana  t»- 
oompanied  bim.  He  now  caine  to  where  lodges  were  freqoest 
along  tbe  banks,  and,  after  a  day's  journey  of  twenty-six  mflettJI 
the  nortbwcBt,  encamped  in  a  populous  neighborhood.  Forty  or 
fifty  of  tbe  natives  soon  visited  the  camp,  conducting  themselvee 
in  a  very  amicable  manner.  They  were  well  clad,  and  all  bad 
buffalo  robes,  which  they  procured  from  some  of  the  hunting 
tribes  in  eichange  for  salmon.  Their  habitations  were  very  oomr 
fortable ;  each  had  its  pile  of  wormwood  at  the  door  for  fuel,  and 
within  was  abandance  of  salmon,  some  fresh,  but  tbe  greater  part 
cured.  When  the  white  men  visited  the  lodges,  however,  the  wo> 
men  alid  children  hid  themselves  through  fear.  Among  the  sup- 
plies obtained  here  were  two  dogs,  on  which  our  travellers  break- 
fasted, and  found  them  to  bo  very  excellent,  well-flavored,  and 
hearty  food. 

In  the  course  of  the  three  following  days  they  made  about 
sixty-three  miles,  generally  in  a  northwest  direction.  They  met 
with  many  of  tbe  natives  in  their  straw'built  cabins  who  received 
them  without  alarm.  About  their  dwellings  were  immense  quan- 
tities of  the  heads  and  skins  of  salmon,  the  best  part  of  wbiob 
had  been  cured,  and  hidden  in  the  ground.  The  women  were 
badly  clad  ;  the  children  worse ;  their  garments  were  buffalo  robes, 
or  tbe  skins  of  foxes,  wolves,  bares,  and  badgers,  and  i 


9»  ASTORIA. 

tiie  akins  of  duoka,  sewed  together,  with  the  plumage  on.  Host 
of  the  ekine  must  have  been  procured  b;  traffic  with  other  tribes, 
or  in  dUtaot  bunting  exonraiona,  fbr  the  naked  prairies  in  the 
neighborhood  afforded  few  animals,  excepting  horses,  which  were 
abundant.  There  were  eigne  of  buffaloes  having  been  there,  but 
a  long  time  before. 

Ontbe  15th  of  November  they  made  twenty-eight  miles  along 
the  river,  which  was  entirely  free  from  rapids.  The  ahores  were 
lined  with  dead  aalmon,  which  tainted  the  whole  atmosphere. 
The  natives  whom  they  met  apoke  of  Mr.  Reed'a  party  having 
passed  through  that  neighborhood.  In  the  coarse  of  the  day 
Mr.  Hunt  saw  a  few  horses,  but  the  owners  of  them  took  care  to 
hurry  them  out  of  the  way.  All  tie  provisions  they  were  able 
to  procure,  were  two  dogs  and  a  salmon.  On  the  following  day 
they  were  still  worse  off,  having  to  subsist  on  parched  com,  and 
the  remaina  of  their  dried  meat  The  river  this  day  had  resumed 
its  turbulent  character,  forcing  its  way  through  a  narrow  ehuinel 
between  steep  rocks,  and  down  violent  rapids.  They  made  twenty 
miles  over  a  rugged  road,  gradually  approaching  a  monntaln  in 
the  northwest,  covered  with  snow,  which  had  been  in  ngbt  tot 
three  daya  past. 

On  the  17th  they  met  with  several  Indians,  one  of  whom  had 
a  horse.  Mr.  Hunt  was  extremely  desirous  of  obtaining  it  as  a 
pack-horse;  for  the  men,  worn  down  by  fatigne  and  hnnget, 
found  the  loads  of  twenty  pounds'  weight  which  they  had  to 
carry,  daily  growing  heavier  and  more  galling.  The  Indians, 
however,  along  this  river,  were  never  willing  to  part  with  Hum 
horses,  having  none  to  spare.  The  owner  of  the  ateed  in  qoea- 
tion  seemed  proof  against  all  temptation  ;  article  after  artiele  of 
great  value  in  Indian  eyes  was  offered  and  refused.  The  ohamu 
of  an  old  tin-kettle,  however,  were  irresistible,  and  a  baigain  ma 
oonclnded. 


StIFFERINQS;  FROM  THIRST.  f/f 

A  great  part  of  the  following  moniiiig  wu  oonsnmed  in  light- 
ening the  packages  of  the  men  and  arranging  the  load  for  the 
horse.  At  this  encampment  there  was  no  wood  for  fael,  even  the 
wormwood  on  which  they  had  frequently  depended,  having  disap- 
peared. For  the  two  last  days  they  had  made  thirty  miles  to  the 
northwest. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  Mr.  Hunt  wsa  luoky  enough  to 
purchase  another  horse  for  hia  own  use,  giving  in  exchange  » 
tomahawk,  a  knife,  a  fire  steel,  and  some  beads  and  gartering. 
In  an  evil  hour,  however,  he  took  the  advice  of  the  Indians  to 
abandon  the  river,  and  follow  a  road  or  traU,  leading  into  the 
prairies.  Ho  soon  had  caose  to  repent  the  change.  The  road 
led  across  a  dreary  waste,  without  verdure  ;  and  where  there  waa 
neither  fountain,  nor  pool,  nor  running  stream.  The  men  now 
began  to  experience  the  torments  of  thirst,  aggravated  by  their 
usual  diet  of  dried  fish.  The  thirst  of  the  Canadian  voyageors 
becamc^so  insupportable  as  to  drive  them  to  the  most  revolting 
means  of  allaying  it.  For  twenty-five  miles  did  they  toil  on 
across  this  dismal  desert,  and  laid  themselves  down  at  night, 
parched  and  disconsolate,  beside  their  wormwood  fires ;  looking 
forward  to  still  greater  sufferings  on  the  following  day.  Fortn- 
nately  it  began  to  rain  in  the  night,  to  their  infinite  relief;  the 
water  soon  collected  in  pnddles  and  afforded  them  delioioos 
draughts. 

Refreshed  in  this  manner,  they  resumed  their  wayfaring  as 
soon  OS  the  first  streaks  of  dawn  gave  light  enough  for  them  to 
sec  their  path.  The  rain  continued  all  day  so  that  they  no  longer 
suffered  from  thirst,  but  hunger  took  its  place,  for,  after  travel- 
ling thirty-three  miles  they  had  nolbing  to  sup  on  hot  a  little 
parched  corn. 

The  next  day  brought  them  to  the  banks  of  a  beautiful  little 
streaw,  ruuDing  to  tlic  west,  and  fringed  with  groves  of  cotton- 
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wood  mnd  willow.  On  its  bordera  was  an  ludiui  camp,  witli  ft 
great  many  liorHeB  grazing  around  it.  The  infaabitaQte,  too,  ap> 
peared  to  be  better  clad  than  usual.  The  scene  was  altogether 
a  cheering  one  to  the  poor  half-famished  wanderers.  Thej  has- 
tencd  to  the  lodges,  but  on  arriving  at  them,  met  with  a  check 
that  at  first  dampened  their  cheerfulness.  An  Indian  immedi- 
ately laid  claim  to  the  horse  of  Mr.  Hunt,  saying  that  it  had 
beea  stolen  from  him.  There  was  no  disproving  a  fact,  sapported 
by  numerous  bystanders,  and  which  the  horse-stealing  hatuts  of 
the  Indians  rendered  but  too  probable  ;  so  Hr.  Hunt  relinqnished 
his  steed  to  the  claimant ;  not  being  able  to  retain  him  by  a  seoond 
purchase. 

At  this  place  they  encamped  for  the  night,  imd  made  a  sump- 
tuous repast  upon  fish  and  a  couple  of  dogs,  procured  from  their 
Indian  neighbors.  The  next  day  they  kept  along  the  rirer,  bat 
came  to  a  halt  after  ten  miles'  march,  on  account  of  the  rain. 
Here  they  again  got  a  supply  of  fish  and  dogs  from  the  natives ; 
and  two  of  the  men  were  fortunate  enough  each  to  get  a  horse  in 
exchange  for  a  bufialo  robe.  One  of  these  men  was  Pierre  Dorion, 
the  half-breed  interpreter,  to  whose  suffering  family  the  horse  was 
a  most  timely  acquisition.  And  here  we  cannot  but  notice  the 
wonderful  putieaoe,  perseverance,  and  hardihood  of  the  Indian 
women,  as  exemplified  in  the  coodnct  of  the  poor  squaw  of  the 
interpreter.  She  was  now  far  advanced  in  her  pregnancy,  and 
had  two  children  to  take  care  of;  one  four,  and  the  other  two 
years  of  age.  The  tatter  of  course  she  had  frequently  to  carry 
on  her  back,  in  addition  to  the  burden  usually  imposed  apOD  the 
squaw,  yet  she  had  borne  all  her  hardships  without  a  munnor, 
and  throughout  this  weary  and  painful  journey  had  kept  paoe 
with  the  best  of  the  pedestrians.  Indeed  on  various  occasions  In 
the  course  of  this  enterprise,  she  displayed  a  force  of  chuacter 
tiiat  won  the  respect  and  applause  of  the  white  men. 
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Mr.  Hout  eudeavorod  to  gftther  Bome  mformation  from  thaM 
Indians  concerning  the  country,  and  the  course  of  the  rirerg. 
His  communications  with  them  had  to  be  by  signs,  and  a  Unf 
words  which  ha  had  learnt,  and  of  coarse  were  extremely  Tagn& 
All  that  he  conld  learn  from  them  was,  that  the  great  river,  the 
Columbia,  was  still  far  distant,  but  he  could  ascertain  nothing  aa 
to  the  route  he  ought  to  take  to  arrive  at  it  For  the  two  follow- 
ing days  they  continued  westward  upwards  of  forty  miles  aloi^ 
the  little  stream,  nntil  they  crossed  it  just  before  its  junction 
with  Snake  River,  which  they  found  still  running  to  the  north. 
Before  them  was  a  wiutry -looking  mountain  covered  with  snow 
on  all  sides.  ' 

In  three  days  more  thc^  made  abont  seventy  miles;  fording 
two  small  rivers,  the  waters  of  which  were  very  cold.  Proviaiona 
were  extremely  scarce ;  their  chief  saatenaoce  was  portable  soup ; 
a  meagre  diet  for  weary  pcdeatrians. 

On  the  27th  of  November  the  river  led  them  into  the  moon- 
tains  through  a  rocky  defile  where  there  was  scarcely  room  to 
pass.  They  were  frequently  obliged  to  unload  the  horses  to  get 
them  by  the  narrow  places  ;  and  sometimes  to  wade  thro%h  th« 
water  in  getting  round  rooks  and  batting  cliffs.  All  their  food 
this  day  was  a  beaver  which  th^  had  caught  the  night  before ;  by 
evening,  the  cravings  of  hunger  were  so  sharp,  and  the  prospect 
of  any  supply  among  the  mountains  so  faint,  that  they  fiad  to  kill 
one  of  the  horses.  "  The  men,"  says  Mr.  Hunt  in  his  journal, 
"  find  the  meat  very  good,  and  indeed,  so  should  I,  were  it  not  for 
the  attachment  I  have  to  the  animal." 

Early  in  the  following  day,  after  proceedbg  ten  miles  to  the 
nortli,  they  canic  to  two  lodges  of  Sboshonies,  who  seemed  in 
nearly  as  great  an  extremity  as  themselves,  having  jUBt  killed  two 
horses  for  food.  They  had  no  other  provisions  excepting  the  seed 
of  a  weed  which  they  gather  in  great  quantities,  and  pound  final 
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It  reeembleB  hemp-seed.  Mr.  Hunt  parchased  a  bag  of  it,  and 
also  Bome  small  piccos  of  horse  fiesb,  which  ho  began  to  retiab, 
pronouncing  them  "fat  and  tender." 

From  these  Indians  he  received  information  that  several 
white  men  bad  gono  down  the  river,  some  one  side,  and  a  good 
man;  on  the  other ;  these  last  he  concluded  to  be  Mr.  Crooks 
and  his  party.  He  was  thus  released  from  muob  anxiety  about 
their  safety,  especially  as  the  Indians  spoke  of  Mr.  Crooks 
having  one  of  his  dogs  yet,  which  showed  that  he  and  his  men  bad 
not  been  reduced  to  extremity  of  hunger. 

As  Mt.  Hunt  feared  that  he  might  be  several  days  in  passing 
through  this  mountain  defile,  and  run  the  risk  of  famine,  he  en- 
camped in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of 
bartering  with  them  for  a  horso.  The  oveuing  was  expended  in 
inc&ectual  trials.  He  offered  a  gun,  a  buffalo  robe,  and  various 
other  articles.  The  poor  fellows  had,  probably,  tike  bimseUI  the 
fear  uf  starvation  before  their  eyes.  At  length  the  women,  learn- 
ing the  object  of  his  pressing  solioitations,  and  tempting  offisrs, 
set  up  such  a  terrible  hue  and  cry,  that  he  was  fairly  howled  and 
Bcoldc^  from  the  ground. 

The  neit  morning  early,  the  Indiana  seemed  very  deairoiu  to 
get  rid  of  their  visitors,  fearing,  probably,  for  the  safety  of  thor 
horses.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Hunt's  inquiries  abont  the  monntainB, 
they  told'him  that  he  would  have  to  sleep  but  three  nights  more 
among  them  ;  and  that  six  days'  travelling  would  take  him  to  tlio 
fells  of  the  Columbia  ;  information  in  which  he  put  no  Uth,  be- 
lieving it  was  only  given  to  induce  him  to  set  forward.  These, 
he  was  told,  were  the  last  Snakes  ho  would  meet  with,  and  that 
he  would  soon  come  to  a  nation  called  Sciatogas. 

Forward  then  did  he  proceed  on  his  tedious  journey,  whioli, 
at  every  step  grew  more  painful.  The  road  continued  for  two 
days,  through  narrow  defiles,  where  they  were  repeatedly  obliged 
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to  unload  the  horKB.  Sometimes  the  river  pused  throogh  snoh 
rocky  chasms  and  under  soch  steep  precipices  that  they  had  to 
leave  it,  and  make  their  way,  with  exoesairc  Ubor,  over  immense 
hilla,  almoBt  impaasable  for  horses.  On  some  of  these  hills  were 
a  few  pine  trees,  snd  their  summits  were  covered  with  snow.  On 
the  second  day  of  this  scramble  one  of  the  hnntera  killed  a  black- 
tailed  deer,  which  afforded  the  half-starved  travellers  a  sump- 
tnoas  repast.  Their  progress  these  two  days  was  twenty-eig^t 
miteB,  a  little  to  the  northward  of  east. 

The  month  of  December  set  in  droarily,  with  run  in  the  val- 
leys, and  Bnow  upon  the  hills.  They  had  to  climb  a  mountain 
with  snow  to  the  midleg,  which  increased  their  punfnl  toil  A 
small  beaver  supplied  them  with  a  scanty  meal,  which  they  eked 
out  with  frozen  blackberries,  haws,  and  choke-cherries,  which 
they  found  in  the  course  of  their  scramble.  Their  journey  this 
day,  though  eiceaaively  fatiguing,  was  but  thirteen  miles ;  and 
all  the  next  dsy  they  had  to  remain  encamped,  not  being  able  to 
see  half  a  mile  ahead,  on  account  of  a  snow-atorm.  Having 
nothing  else  to  eat,  they  were  compelled  to  kill  another  of  their 
horsca.  The  next  day  they  reaumed  their  march  in  sBow  and 
rain,  but  with  all  their  efforts  could  only  get  forward  nine  milea, 
having  for  a  part  of  the  distance  to  unload  the  horses  and  carry 
the  pat^ka  themaelvea.  On  the  auccceding  morning  they  were 
obliged  to  leave  the  river,  and  scranible  up  the  hills.  From  the 
summit  of  these,  they  got  a  wide  view  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
try, and  it  was  a  prospect  almoat  sufficient  to  make  them  denpair. 
Ill  every  direction  they  beheld  anowy  mountains,  partially 
sprinkled  with  pines  and  other  evergreens,  and  spreading  a  desert 
and  toilsotne  world  around  them.  The  wind  howled  over  the 
bk'ak  and  wintry  landscape,  and  seemed  to  penetrate  to  the  mar- 
row of  their  bones.  They  waded  on  through  the  snow,  which  at 
every  step  was  more  than  knee  deep. 
13' 


Aft«r  toiling  in  thie  way  all  day,  tbey  had  tbe  mortification 
to  find  that  tbcy  were  bat  four  miles  distant  from  the  encamp- 
ment of  the  preceding  Bight,  such  was  the  meandering  of  the 
river  among  these  dismal  hilla.  Pinched  with  famine,  ezbaiuted 
with  fatigue,  with  evening  approaching,  and  a  wintry  wild  still 
lengthening  as  they  advanced  ;  they  began  to  look  forward  with 
■ad  forebodings  to  tbe  night's  esposuro  upon  this  frightful  wast«. 
Fortunately  they  aucceeded  in  reaching  a  cluster  of  pines  about 
Bonset.  Their  axes  were  immediately  at  Work ;  they  cut  down 
trees,  piled  them  ap  in  great  heaps,  and  soon  had  huge  fires  "  to 
cheer  their  cold  and  hungry  hearts." 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  it  again  began  to  snow, 
ftnd  at  daybreak  tbey  found  themselves,  as  it  were,  in  a  clond ; 
scarcely  being  able  to  distinguish  objecle  at  the  distance  of  » 
hundred  yards.  Guiding  themselves  by  the  aoond  of  rannin^ 
water,  they  set  oat  for  the  river,  and  by  slipping  and  sliding  con- 
trived to  get  down  to  its  bank.  One  of  the  horses,  missing  bis 
footing,  rolled  down  several  hundred  yards  with  bis  load,  bat  sus- 
tained no  injury.  The  weather  in  the  valley  was  less  rigonoB 
than  on  the  hills.  The  snow  lay  but  ankle  deep,  and  there  was  a 
quiet  rain  now  falling.  After  creeping  along  for  six  miles,  tbey 
encamped  on  tbe  border  of  the  river.  Being  utterly  deetitnte  of 
provisions,  they  were  again  compelled  to  kill  one  of  their  boTMB 
to  appease  their  famishing  hunger. 
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The  wanderera  had  now  aooomplished  four  bondred  and  a&rtatj- 
two  miles  of  their  dreary  journey  sinoe  leaviDg  the  Caldron  Linn, 
how  much  further  they  had  yet  to  travel,  and  what  hardships  to 
encounter,  no  one  knew. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  December,  they  left  their  diunal 
encampment,  but  bad  scarcely  b^un  tfaeit  march,  when,  to  their 
surprise,  tboy  beheld  a  party  of  white  men  coming  up  along  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river.     As  they  drew  nearer,  they  were  n-. 
cogniied  for  Mr.  Crooks  and  his  companiona.     When  they  came 
opposite,  and  could  make  themselves  heard  across  the  murmuring 
of  the  river,  their  first  cry  was  for  food ;  in  fact,  they  were  almost 
starved.     Mr.  Hunt  immediately  returned  to  the  camp,  and  had 
a  kind  of  canoe  made  out  of  the  skin  of  the  horse,  killed  on  the 
preceding  night.     This  was  done  after  the  Indian  fashion,  bj 
drawing  up  the  edges  of  the  skin  with  thongs,  and  keeping  than 
distended  by  sticks  or  thwarts  pieces.     In  this  frail  hark,  Sarde- 
pie,  one  of  the  Canadians,  carried  over  a  portion  of  the  Sesh  of 
the  horse  to  the  faiiUNbing  party  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
and  brought  hack  with  him  Mr  Crooks,  and  the  Canadian,  Le 
Clerc.     The  forlorn  and  wasted  looks,  and  starving  condition 
these  two  men,  struck  dismay  to  the  hearts  of  Mr.  Hunt's  foil 
crs.     They  liad  been  accustomed  to  each  other's  appearance, 
to  the  gradual  ojHjration  of  hunger  and  hardship  upon 
frames,  but  the  change  in  the  looks  of  these  men,  since  last 
parted,  was  a  type  of  tbc  famine  and  desolation  of  the  land ;  i 
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thejr  sow  began  to  indulge  the  horrible  presentiment  AmA  thej 
would  all  starve  together,  or  be  reduced  to  the  direful  ftltenutive 
of  casting  lots  I 

When  Mr.  Crooks  had  appeued  hb  hanger,  he  -gUTO  Mr. 
Hunt  some  account  of  his  wayfaring.  On  the  aide  of  the  rirer, 
along  which  he  had  kept,  he  had  met  with  hut  few  Indiana,  and 
thoae  were  too  miBorabl;  poor  to  yield  much  aBsistance.  For  the 
first  eighteen  days  after  leaving  the  Caldron  Linn,  he  and  hia  nuat, 
had  been  confined  to  half  a  meal  in  twenty-four  hours ;  -for  three 
days  following,  tbey  had  anbaisted  on  a  single  beaver,  a  few  wild 
cherries,  and  the  soles  of  old  moocasons ;  and  for  the  last  six 
days,  their  only  animal  food  had  been  the  oarcaas  of  a  dog.  They 
had  been  three  days'  journey  further  down  the  river  than  Mr. 
Huut,  always  keeping  as  near  to  its  banks  as  possible,  and  fre- 
quently climbing  over  sharp  and  rocky  ridges  thai  projected  Into 
the  stream.  At  length  they  had  arrived  to  where  the  monntaina 
increased  in  height,  and  came  closer  to  the  river,  with  perpendi- 
cular precipices,  which  rendered  it  impoaiible  to  keep  along  the 
stream.  The  river  here  rushed  with  incredible  velocity  through 
a  defile  not  more  than  thirty  yards  wide,  where  oascadea  and 
rapids  succeeded  each  other  almost  without  iotermisaion.  Evsn 
had  tliG  opposite  bauks,  therefore,  been  snch  as  to  permit  a  eon- 
tinuanee  of  their  journey,  it  would  have  been  madness  to  attempt 
to  pass  ihc  tumultuous  current,  either  on  rafts  or  otherwise.  Still 
bent,  liowever,  on  pushing  forward,  they  attempted  to  climb  the 
opposing  mountains  ;  and  struggled  on  through  the  snow  for  half 
a  day  until,  coming  to  where  they  could  command  a  prospect, 
they  found  that  they  were  not  Italf  way  to  the  summit,  and  that 
mountain  upon  mountain  lay  piled  beyond  them,  in  wintry  deso- 
lation. Famished  and  emaciated  as  they  were,  to  continue  for- 
ward would  be  to  perish ;  their  only  chance  seemed  to  be-  to 
regain  the  river,  and  retrace  their  steps  np  its  banks.     It  was  ill 
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this  forlorn  and  retrograde  m&roh  that  they  had  mei  Hr.  Hnat 
and  hia  party. 

Mr.  Crooks  also  gave  information  of  some  othera  of  Aai  M- 
low  advenlnrerB.  He  had  sfKiken  sereral  days  prerionaly  with 
Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  M'Keniie,  who  iTith  their  men  were  on  tito 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  where  it  was  impoesible  to  get  orerto 
them.  They  informed  him  that  Hr.  H'Lellan  had  Btrnck  across 
from  the  little  river  above  the  monntains,  in  the  hope- of  foiling 
in  with  sMne  of'  the  tribe  of  Flatheads,  who  inhabit  the  western 
skirts  of  the  Rocky  range.  As  the  oompanions  of  Bead  and 
M'Keniie  were  picked  men,  and  had  fbnnd  provisions  more  abon- 
dsnt  on  their  side  of  the  river,  they  were  in  better  condition,  and 
more  fitted  to  contend  with  the  difficalties  of  the  country,  than 
those  of  Mr.  Crooks,  and  when  he  lost  sight  of  them,  were  posh- 
ing onward,  down  the  course  of  the  river. 

Mr.  Hunt  took  a  night  to  revolve  over  his  critical  situation, 
and  to  determine  what  was  to  be  done.  No  time  was  to  be  lost; 
he  bad  twenty  men  and  more,  in  hie  own  party,  to  provide  for, 
and  >[r.  Crooks  and  his  men  to  relieve.  To  linger  would  be  to 
Rtarvc.  The  idea  of  retracing  his  steps  was  intolerable,  and,  not- 
withstanding all  the  discouraging  accoonta  of  the  ruggedness  of 
the  mountains  lower  down  the  river,  he  would  have  been  dispcMcd 
to  attempt  them,  but  the  depth  of  the  snow  with  which  they 
were  covered,  deterred  him ;  having  already  experienced  the 
impiissibility  of  forcing  his  way  against  such  an  impediment. 

The  only  alternative,  therefore,  appeared  to  be,  to  return  and 
neck  the  Indian  bands  Hcattered  along  the  small  rivers  above  the 
niouHiaind.  Perhaps,  from  some  of  these  he  might  procure 
licirscM  enough  to  support  him  until  he  could  reach  the  Columbia; 
frir  he  still  clicrishrd  the  hope  of  arriving  at  that  river  in  the 
coutMC  of  the  winter,  though  he  was  apprehensive  that  few  of  Mr. 
Crooks'  party  would  be  sufficiently  strong  to  follow  him.     Even 


r 


tm  ASTORU. 

in  adopting  this  eonrse,  he  hud  to  make  up  his  mind  to  the 
oerttUDty  of  several  dsja  of  famine  at  the  outset,  for  it  would  take 
that  time  to  reach  the  last  Indian  lodges  from  vhioh  he  had 
parted,  and  nntil  the;  should  arriTe  there,  his  people  would  haro 
nothing  to  subsist  upon  hut  haws  and  wild  berries,  excepting  one 
miserable  horse,  wbioh  was  little  better  than  skin  and  bone. 

After  a  night  of  sleepless  cogitation,  Mr  Hunt  announced  to 
his  men  the  dreary  alternative  he  had  adopted,  and  preparations 
were  made  to  take  Mr.  Crooks  and  Le  Glero  across  the  river, 
with  the  remainder  of  the  meat,  as  the  other  party  were  to  keep 
up  along  the  opposite  bank.  The  skin  canoe  had  unfortunately 
been  lost  in  the  night;  a  raft  was  constructed,  therefore,  after  the 
manner  of  the  natives,  of  bundles  of  willows,  but  it  could  not  be 
floated  across  the  impetuous  current.  The  men  were  directed, 
in  consequence,  ^  keep  on  along  the  river  by  themselves,  while 
Ur.  Crooks  and  Le  Clero  would  proceed  with  Mr.  Hunt  They 
all,  then,  took  up  their  retrograde  march  with  drooping  spirits. 

In  a  little  while,  it  was  found  that  Mr.  Crooks  and  Le  Clere 
were  so  feeble  as  to  walk  irith  difficulty,  so  that  Mr.  Hunt  was 
obliged  to  retard  his  pace,  that  they  might  keep  up  with  him. 
His  men  grew  impatient  at  the  delay.  They  murmured  that 
they  had  a  long  and  desolate  region  to  traverse,  befbre  they 
could  arrive  at  the  point  whore  they  might  expect  to  find  horses; 
that  it  was  impossible  for  Crooks  and  Le  Clcrc,  in  their  feeble 
condition,  to  get  over  it;  that  to  remain  with  them  would  only 
be  to  starve  in  their  company.  They  importuned  Mr.  Hunt, 
therefore,  to  leave  these  unfortunate  men  to  their  fate,  and  think 
only  of  the  safety  of  himself  and  his  party.  Finding  him  not  to 
be  moved  either  by  entreaties  or  their  clamors,  they  began  to 
proceed  without  him,  singly  and  in  parties.  Among  those  who 
thns  went  off  was  Pierre  Dorion,  the  interpreter,  Pierre  owned 
the  only  remaining  horse ;  which  was  now  a  mere  skeleton.     Hr. 
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Hunt  had  saggested,  in  their  present  extremttjTi  t&At  it  should 
be  killed  for  food;  to  which  the  half-bre«d  flatly  reftiBed  hia 
assent,  and  cudgelling  the  miserable  animal  forward,  pushed  oo 
sullenly,  with  tho  air  of  a  man  doggedly  determined  to  quarrel 
for  his  right.  In  this  way  Mr.  Hunt  saw  his  men,  one  after 
another,  break  sway,  until  but  five  remained  to  bear  him  company. 
On  the  following  morning,  another  raft  was  made,  on  which 
Mr.  Crooks  and  Le  Clero  agun  attempted  to  ferry  themselm 
across  the  river,  but  after  repeated  trials,  had  to  give  up  m 
despair.  This  caused  additional  delay:  after  whieh,  they  oon- 
tinned  to  crawl  forward  at  a  snail's  pace.  Some  of  the  men  who 
had  remained  with  Mr.  Hunt  now  became  impatient  of  thsM 
Incumbrances,  and  urged  him,  clamorously,  to  push  forward, 
crying  out  that  they  should  all  starve.  The  night  whieh 
succeeded  was  intensely  cold,  so  that  one  of  the  men  was  severely 
frost-bitten.  In  the  course  of  the  night,  Mr.  Crooks  was  taken 
ill,  and  in  the  morning  was  still  more  incompetent  to  travel. 
Their  situation  was  now  desperate,  for  th^lr  stock  of  provisions 
was  reduced  to  three  beaver  skins.  Hr.  Hunt,  therefore,  re- 
solved to  push  on,  overtake  his  people,  and  insist  upon  having 
the  horse  of  Fierre  Dorion  sacrificed  for  the  relief  of  all  hands;. 
Accordingly,  be  left  two  of  his  men  to  help  Crooks  and  Le  Clere 
on  their  way,  giving  them  two  of  the  beaver  skins  for  their 
support ;  the  remaining  skin  he  retained,  as  provision  for  himself 
and  the  three  other  men  who  struck  forward  with  him.         • 


CHAPTER  XXXTI. 

All  that  day,  Mr.  Hant  and  hia  three  comradeB  traT«lled  with- 
out eating.  At  night  they  made  a  tantalising  supper  on  their 
beaver  ekin,  and  were  nearly  exhausted  by  hunger  and  cold.  The 
next  day,  December  10th,  they  overtook  the  adTUioe  party,  who 
were  all  as  much  famished  as  themselves,  some  of  Uiem  not  hftv- 
iDg  cnten  since  the  morning  of  the  seventh.  Hr.  Hant  now  pro- 
posed the  sacrifice  of  Pierre  Dorion's  skeleton  horse.  Here  he 
again  met  with  positive  and  vehement  opposition  from  the  half- 
breed,  who  was  too  sullen  and  vindictive  a  fellow  to  be  easily  dealt 
with.  What  was  singular,  the  men,  though  suffering  snch  pinch- 
ing hunger,  interferecMn  favor  of  tbe  horse.  They  represented, 
that  it  n-as  better  to  keep  OD  as  long  as  possible  withoat  resorting 
to  this  last  resource.  Possibly  the  Indians,  of  whom  they  were 
in  quest,  might  have  shifted  their  encampment,  in  which  case  it 
would  be  time  enough  to  kill  the  horse  to  escape  starvation.  Mr. 
Hunt,  therefore,  was  prevailed  apou  to  grant  Pierre  Dorion'i 
horse  a  reprieve. 

Fortunately,  they  had  not  proceeded  much  farther,  when, 
towards  evening,  they  came  in  sight  of  a  lodge  of  Shoahoniea, 
with  a  number  of  horses  grazing  around  it.  The  sight  was  u 
uucxpeclcd  as  it  n'as  joyous.  Having  seen  no  Indiana  in  thia 
neighborhood  as  tliey  passed  down  the  river ;  they  mnat  have 
subsequently  come  out  from  among  the  mountains.  Mr.  Hant, 
who  first  descried  them,  checked  the  eagerness  of  his  companioiui, 
knowing  the  unwillingness  of  these  Indians  to  part  with  th^ 
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Iiorees,  nxd  their  aptness  to  hurry  them  off  and  conceal  them,  in 
case  of  an  alarm.  This  was  no  time  to  risk  snob  a  disappoint- 
ment. Approaching,  therefore,  stealthily  and  silently,  they  came 
npon  the  savages  by  surprise,  who  fled  in  terror.  Five  of  their 
horses  were  eagerly  seised,  and  one  was  dispatched  upon  the  spot 
The  carcass  was  immediately  cut  up,  and  a  part  of  it  hastily 
cooked  and  ravenously  devoured.  A  man  was  now  seut  on  horse- 
back with  a  supply  of  the  flesh  to  Mr.  Crooks  and  bis  compan- 
ions. He  reached  them  in  the  night;  they  were  so  fiunished 
that  the  supply  sent  them  seemed  hut  to  aggravate  their  hunger, 
and  they  were  almost  tempted  to  kill  and  eat  the  horse  that  hod 
brought  the  messenger.  Availing  themselves  of  the  assistanoe 
of  the  animal,  they  reached  the  camp  early  in  the  morning. 

On  arriving  there,  Mr.  Crooks  was  shocked  to  find  that,  while 
the  people  on  this  side  of  the  river,  were  amply  supplied  with 
provisions,  none  had  been  sent  to  hia  own  forlorn  and  famishing 
men  on  the  opposite  bauk.  He  immediately  caused  a  skin  canoe 
to  be  constructed,  and  called  out  to  bis  men  to  Gil  their  camp- 
kettles  with  water  and  bang  them  over  the  fire,  that  no  lime 
might  be  lost  in  cooking  the  meat  the  moment  it  should  be  re- 
ceived. The  river  was  so  narrow,  though  deep,  that  every  thing 
could  be  distinctly  heard  and  seen  across  it.  The  kettles  were 
placed  on  the  fire,  and  the  water  was  boiling  by  the  time  the 
canoe  was  completed.  When  all  was  ready,  however,  no  one 
indertake  to  ferry  the  meat  across.  A  vague,  and  almost 
jt  had  infected  the  minds  of  Mr.  Hunt's  fol- 
mfeebled  and  rendered  imaginative  of  horrors  by  the  dis- 
mal scenes  and  sufferings  through  which  they  had  passed.  They 
regarded  the  haggard  erew,  hovering  like  spectres  of  famine  on 
the  opposite  bank,  with  indefinite  feelings  of  awe  and  apprehen- 
sion ;  as  if  something  desperate  and  dangerous  was  to  bo  feared 
from  them. 
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Hr.  Crooks  tried  in  Tsin  to  reuon  or  shame  them  out  of  this 
BingaUr  state  of  tniDd.  He  then  attempted  to  oAvigatc  the  oanoe 
himself,  but  found  hts  streogth  inoompctcnt  to  brnre  the  impetu- 
ous current.  The  good  feelings  of  Ben  Jones,  the  Kentuckisa, 
&t  length  overcame  hia  fears,  and  he  ventured  over.  The  supply 
he  brought  was  received  with  trembling  avidity.  A  poor  Cana- 
dian, however,  named  Jean  Baptiate  Prevoat,  whom  famine  had 
rendered  wild  and  desperate,  ran  frantically  about  the  bank,  after 
Jones  had  returned,  crying  out  to  Mr.  Hunt  to  send  the  canoe 
for  him,  and  take  bim  from  that  horrible  region  of  fiunine,  de- 
claring that  otherwise  be  would  never  march  another  step,  but 
would  lie  down  there  and  die. 

The  canoe  was  shortly  sent  over  again,  under  tne  manage- 
ment of  Joseph  Delannay,  with  further  supplies.  Prevoat  im- 
mediately pressed  forward  to  embark.  Delaunay  refused  to  admit 
him,  telling  him  that  there  was  now  a  sufficient  supply  of  me^t 
on  bis  side  of  the  river.  He  replied  that  it  was  not  cooked,  and 
he  should  starve  before  it  was  ready ;  ho  implored,  therefore,  to 
be  taken  where  he  could  get  something  to  appease  hia  hunger  im- 
mediately. Finding  the  canoe  putting  off  without  him,  he  forced 
himself  aboard.  As  he  drew  near  the  opposite  shore,  and  beheld 
meat  roasting  before  the  fire,  he  jumped  up,  shouted,  clapped  hia 
hands,  and  danced  in  a  delirium  of  joy,  until  bo  upset  the  eanoe. 
The  poor  wretch  was  swept  away  by  tlie  current  and  drowned,  and 
it  was  with  extreme  difficulty  that  Delaunay  reached  the  shore. 

Mr.  Hunt  now  sent  all  bis  men  forward  excepting  two  or 
three.  In  the  evening,  he  caused  another  horse  to  be  killed,  and 
a  canoe  to  be  made  out  of  the  akin,  in  which  be  sent  over  »  far- 
ther supply  of  meat  to  the  opposite  party.  The  canoe  brought 
back  John  Day,  the  Kentucky  hunter,  who  came  to  join  bis  fi>r- 
mer  employer  and  commander,  Mr.  Crooks.  Poor  Day,  onoe  m 
active  and  vigorous,  was  now  reduced  to  a  condition  evon  more 
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feeble  and  emaciated  than  liM  eompanions.  Hr.  Cnxda  had  raok 
a  Talao  for  the  man,  on  aoocrant  of  kia  past  serriees  and  bithfiil 
character,  tliat  be  determined  not  to  quit  him ;  he  exhorted  Hr. 
Hunt,  however^  to  proceed  forward,  and  join  the  party,  aa  hit 
pretence  was  all  important  to  the  eondact  of  the  expedition. 
One  of  the  Canadians,  Jean  Baptiste  Dubrenil,  likewise  ronained 
with  Mr.  Crooks. 

Mr.  Hunt  left  two  horses  with  them,  and  a  part  of  the  oar- 
oasB  of  the  last  that  had  been  killed.  This,  he  hoped,  wonld 
be  sufficient  to  sustain  them  until  they  should  reach  the  Indian 
encampment 

One  of  the  chief  dangers  attending  the  enfeeUed  oonditiea 
of  Ur.  Crooks  and  his  companions,  was  their  being  overtaken 
hj  the  Indians  whose  horses  had  been  seiied :  though  Mr.  Hunt 
hoped  that  he  had  guarded  agunst  any  resentment  on  the  part 
of  the  saTages,  by  leaving  vu^os  articles  in  their  lodge,  mor« 
than  snfBcicDt  to  compensate  for  the  outrage  he  had  been  com- 
pelled to  commit. 

Resuming  his  onward  course,  Mr.  Hunt  came  up  with  hia 
people  in  the  evening.  The  next  day,  December  13th,  he  beheld 
several  Indians,  with  three  horses,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  and  after  a  time  came  to  the  two  lodges  which  he  had  seen 
on  going  down.  Here  ho  endeavored  in  vain  to  barter  a  rifle  for 
a  horiic,  but  again  succeeded  in  effecting  the  purchase  with  an 
old  tin  kettle,  aided  by  a  few  beads. 

The  two  succeeding  days  were  cold  and  stormy ;  the  snow 
was  augmenting,  aud  there  was  a  good  deal  of  ice  running  in  the 
river.  Their  road,  however,  was  becoming  easier ;  they  were 
getting  out  of  the  hills,  and  finally  emerged  into  the  open  coun- 
try, after  twenty  days  of  fatigue,  famine,  and  hardship  of  every 
kind,  in  the  ineffectual  attempt  to  find  a  passage  down  the  river. 

They  now  encamped  on  a  little  willowed  stream,  ninoing 


from  the  east,  which  they  had  croBsed  on  the  26th  of  NoT«inbw. 
Here  they  found  a  doien  lodges  of  Shoshonies,  recently  Hrrived, 
who  informed  them  that  had  they  persevered  along  the  river, 
they  would  have  fouod  their  difficulties  augment  until  they 
became  absolutely  insurmouutable.  This  intelligence  added  to 
the  anxiety  of  Mr.  Hunt  for  the  fate  of  Mr.  U'Keniio  and  his 
people,  who  had  kept  on. 

Mr.  Hunt  now  followed  up  the  little  river,  and  encamped  at 
some  lodges  of  Shoshooies,  from  whom  he  procured  a  eouple 
of  horses,  a  dog,  a  few  dried  fish,  and  some  roots  and  dried  oher- 
ricB.  Two  or  three  days  were  exhausted  in  obtaining  informal- 
tion  about  the  route,  and  what  time  it  would  take  to  get  to  the 
Sciatogaa,  a  hospitable  tribe,  on  the  west  aide  of  the  monntains, 
represented  as  having  many  horses.  The .  replies  were  varionB, 
but  concurred  in  saying  that  the  distance  was  great,  and  would 
occupy  from  seventeen  to  twentv-one  nights.  Mr.  Hunt  then 
tried  to  procure  a  guide ;  but  though  he  sent  to  various  lodgea 
up  and  down  the  river,  offering  articles  of  great  value  in  Indian 
estimation,  no  one  would  venture.  The  snow  they  said  was  waiat 
deep  in  the  mountains ;  and  to  all  his  offers  they  shook  tlieir 
heads,  gave  a  shiver,  and  replied,  "we  shall  freeael  we  shall 
freeze !"  at  the  same  time  they  urged  him  to  remain  and  pus 
the  winter  among  them. 

Mr.  Hunt  was  in  a  dismal  dilenuna.  To  attempt  the  motm- 
taina  without  a  guide,  would  be  certain  death  to  him  and  all  his 
people  i  to  remiun  there,  after  having  already  been  so  long  on  the 
journey,  and  at  such  great  espense,  was  worse  to  him,  he  aaid, 
than  "  two  deaths."  He  now  changed  his  tone  with  the  Indians, 
charged  them  with  deceiving  him  in  respect  to  tho  monBtaina, 
and  talking  with  a  "forked  tongue,"  or,  in  other  words,  with 
lying-  He  upbraided  them  with  their  want  of  courage,  and  told 
them  they  were  women,  to  shrink  from  the  perils  of  anoh  a  jonc- 
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Dsj'.  At  length  one  of  them,  piqued  bj  hia  taonts,  or  t«mpted 
by  his  offian,  agreed  to  be  his  guide  ;  for  which  he  wu  to  reoeiv* 
a  gun,  a  pistol,  three  kniveB,  two  horses,  and  a  little  of  ereiy 
article  in  possession  of  the  party ;  a  reward  snSoient  to  maka 
him  one  of  the  wealthiest  of  his  vagabond  nation. 

Onoe  more,  then,  on  the  21it  of  December,  they  set  ont  npon 
their  wayfaring,  with  newly  excited  spirits.  Two  other  Indians 
aeooropanied  their  goide,  who  led  them  immediately  back  to 
Snake  Biver,  which  they  followed  down  for  a  short  distanoe,  in 
search  of  some  Indian  rafts  made  of  reeds,  on  which  they  might 
eroBS.  Finding  none,  Mr  Hunt  oaused  a  horse  to  be  kiUed,  and 
a  oanoe  to  be  made  ont  of  its  skin.  Here,  on  the  opposite  ban^ 
they  saw  the  thirteen  men  of  Mr.  Crooks'  party,  who  had  con- 
tinued up  along  the  river.  They  told  Mr.  Hunt,  across  the 
stream,  that  they  had  not  seen  Mr.  Crooks,  and  the  two  men  who 
had  remained  with  him,  since  the  day  that  he  had  separated  from 

The  canoe  proving  too  small,  another  horse  was  killed,  and 
the  skin  of  it  joined  to  that  of  the  first.  Night  came  on  before 
the  little  bark  had  made  more  than  two  voyages.  Being  badly 
made,  it  was  taken  apart  and  pat  together  again,  by  the  light  of 
the  &re.  The  night  was  cold ;  the  men  were  weary  and  disheart- 
ened with  such  varied  and  incessant  toil  and  hardship.  They 
crouched,  dull  and  drooping,  around  their  fires  ;  many  of  them 
began  (o  express  a  wish  to  remain  where  they  were  for  the  win- 
ter. The  very  necessity  of  eroasiag  the  river  dismayed  some  of 
them  in  their  present  enfeebled  and  dejected  state.  It  was  rapid 
and  turbulent,  and  filled  with  fioating  ice,  and  they  remembered 
that  two  of  their  comrades  had  already  perished  in  its  waters. 
Others  looked  forward  with  misgivings  to  the  long  and  dismal 
journey  through  lonesome  regions  that  awaited  them,  when  they 
should  have  passed  this  dreary  flood. 
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At  an  early  honr  of  tho  morniiig,  December  23d,  tbej  began 
to  cross  the  river.  Much  ice  had  formed  during  the  night,  and 
thej  were  obliged  to  break  it  for  some  distance  on  each  shore. 
At  length  they  all  got  over  in  safety  to  the  west  side ;  and  their 
spirits  rose  on  having  achieved  this  perilous  passage.  Here  they 
were  rejoined  by  the  people  of  Mr.  Crooks,  who  bad  with  them 
a  horse  and  a  dog,  which  they  had  recently  procured.  The  poor 
fellows  were  in  the  most  squalid  and  emaciated  state.  Three  of 
them  were  so  completely  prostrated  in  strength  and  spirits,  that 
they  expressed  a  wish  to  remain  among  the  Snakes.  Mr.  Hunt, 
therefore,  gave  them  the  csnoe,  that  they  might  cross  the  river, 
and  a  few  articles,  with  which  to  procore  necessaries,  until  they 
should  meet  with  Mr.  Crooks.  There  was  another  man,  named 
Michael  Carriere,  who  was  almost  equally  reduced,  but  he  deter- 
mined to  proceed  with  his  comrades,  who  were  now  inoorporated 
with  the  party  of  Mr.  Hunt.  After  the  day's  exertions  they  en- 
camped together  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  This  was  the  last 
night  they  were  to  spend  upon  hs  borders.  Mora  than  eight 
hundred  miles  of  hard  travelling,  and  many  weary  days,  had  it 
cost  them ;  and  the  sufferings  connected  with  it,  rendered  it 
hateful  in  their  remembrance,  so  that  the  Canadian  voyagenrs 
always  spoke  of  it  as  "La  mandite  riviere  enrag^e" — the  ao- 
cursed  mad  river  :  thus  coupling  a  malediction  with  its  name. 
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On  the  24tli  of  December,  all  tbinga  beii^  arruiged,  Hr.  HtuhI 
tamed  his  back  upon  the  disutrons  banka  (rf  Snake  River,  and 
struck  his  course  westward  for  the  moniitami.  His  partj,  being 
augmented  by  the  late  foUowera  of  Hr.  Crooka,  amounted  now  to 
thirty-two  white  men,  three  Indians,  and  the  aqnaw  and  two  cblk 
dren  of  Pierre  Donon.  Five  jaded,  half-starved  horses  wera 
Uden  with  their  luggage,  and,  in  case  of  need,  were  to  fumiah 
them  with  provisions.  They  travelled  painfiitly  about  fourteen 
miles  a  day,  over  plains  and  among  hills,  rendered  dreary  by  oo> 
oasional  falls  of  snow  and  rain.  Their  only  sustenance  was  » 
scanty  meal  of  horse  flesh  ono»  in  four-and-twenty  honra 

On  the  third  day  the  poor  Canadian,  Carriere,  one  of  the 
famished  party  of  Mr,  Crooks,  gave  up  in  deapair,  and  lying  down 
npon  the  gronnd  declared  he  ooold  go  no  further.  Efforts  were 
made  to  cheer  him  up,  but  it  waa  found  that  the  poor  fellow  was 
absolutely  exhausted  and  could  not  keep  on  his  legs.  He  was 
mounted,  therefore,  upon  one  of  the  horses,  though  the  forlorn 
animal  was  in  little  better  plight  thsn  himself 

On  the  28th,  they  came  npon  a  small  stream  winding  to  the 
north,  through  a  fine  level  valley ;  the  mountaios  receding  on 
each  side.  Here  their  Indian  friends  pointed  out  a  chain  of 
woody  mountains  to  the  left,  running  north  and  south,  and  covered 
with  nnow ;  over  which  they  would  have  to  pass.  They  kept 
along  the  valley  for  twenty-one  mites  on  the  20th,  suffering  much 
from  a  continued  fall  of  anow  and  rain,  and  being  twice  obliged 
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to  ford  the  io;  Btream.  £krly  in  the  following  morniiig  tlM 
sqnaw  of  Pierre  Dorion,  who  h&d  hitherto  kept  on  without  mar- 
muring  or  flinching,  was  suddenly  taken  in  labor,  and  enrished 
her  husband  with  another  child.  As  the  fortitude  and  good  oon- 
duct  of  the  poor  woman  had  gained  for  her  the  good-will  of  the 
partj,  her  situation  caused  concern  and  perplexity.  Pierre,  how^ 
ever,  treated  the  matter  as  an  occurrence  that  could  soon  be 
arranged  and  need  oanae  no  delay.  He  remained  by  hii  wife  in 
the  camp,  with  his  other  children  and  hia  horse,  and  promised 
soon  to  rejoin  the  main  body,  who  proceeded  on  their  march. 

Finding  that  the  lUtle  riTcr  entered  the  mountains,  tfaey 
abandoned  it,  and  turned  off  for  a  few  miles  among  hills.  Here 
another  Canadian,  named  La  Bont4,  gave  out,  and  had  to  be 
helped  on  horseback.  As  the  horse  was  too  weak  to  bear  both 
him  and  his  pack,  Mr.  Hunt  took  the  latter  upon  hia  own  ahoul* 
ders.  Thus,  with  difGcaltica  augmenting  at  every  step,  thej 
nrged  their  toilsome  way  among  the  bills  half  famished,  and  bint 
at  heart,  when  they  came  to  where  a  fair  valley  spread  ont  before 
them  of  great  extent,  and  several  leagues  in  width,  with  a  beauti- 
ful stream  meandering  through  it.  A  genial  climate  eeoned  to 
prevail  here,  for  though  the  snow  lay  upon  all  the  monntains 
within  sight,  there  was  none  to  be  seen  in  the  valley.  The  trsr 
vellers  gaied  with  delight  upon  this  serene  sunny  landseape,  but 
their  joj  was  complete  on  beholding  six  lodges  of  Sboshonlet 
pitched  upon  the  borders  of  the  stream,  with  a  number  of  horses 
and  dogs  about  them.  They  all  pressed  forward  with  eagerness 
and  soon  reached  the  camp.  Here  their  first  attention  was  to 
obtain  provisions.  A  rifle,  an  old  musket,  a  tomahawk,  a  tin  Itet- 
tle,  and  a  small  quantity  of  ammunition  soon  procured  them  four 
horses,  three  dogs,  and  some  roots.  Part  of  the  live  stock  was 
immediately  killed,  cooked  with  all  expedition,  and  as  promptly 
devoured.     A  hearty  meal  restored  every  one  to  good  spirits.     In 
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>tii«  Qoars^  of  the  followiug  morning  tho  Dorion  familj  maile  itfl 
TeappearAnco.  Ptcrrs  eunit;  trudging  in  the  advance,  followed 
by  bis  vulueii,  though  skolotun  steed,  on  which  was  mountod  his 
•quaw  with  tho  new-born  infant  in  hur  anus,  and  her  huj  uf  two 
jeara  old,  wrapped  in  a  blanket  and  eluug  at  her  side.  The 
mother  looked  an  uueonoerned  ae  if  nothing  had  happened  to 
Jier ;  »o  easy  is  nature  in  hor  opcrationa  in  the  wilderness,  when 
^e  from  the  enfeebling  rulluomente  of  Inxury,  and  the  tamper- 
logs  and  appliances  of  art,  * 

The  next  morning  usiiercd  in  the  new  year  (1812).  Mr,  Ilnnt 
was  about  to  resume  liia  nuirch,  when  his  men  rei]uc!<U!d  pcrmis- 
•ion  to  celebrate  the  day.  This  was  particulorly  urged  by  th« 
Canadian  voyageurs,  with  whom  new-year's  day  is  a  favorite  festi- 
val ;  and  who  never  willingly  give  up  a  holiday,  nndor  any  cir- 
OUOistniiCfH  There  win  no  re!<istin^  such  an  npplieation  ;  so  the 
day  was  paaaed  in  repose  and  revelry ;  the  poor  Canadians  oo» 
triTed  to  sing  and  danoe  in  defiance  of  all  tbeir  faardsbips ;  and 
there  was  a  sumptnoos  new-year's  banquet  of  dog's  meat  and 
horse  flesh. 

After  two  days  of  welcome  rest,  the  travellerB  addressed 
theroselves  once  more  to  their  painfiil  journey.  The  Indians  of 
the  lodges  pointed  out  a  distant  gap  through  which  they  mail 
pass  in  traversing  the  ridge  of  monntains.  They  assured  them 
that  they  would  be  but  little  incommoded  by  snow,  and  in  three 
days  would  arrive  among  the  Sciatogas.  Mr.  Hunt,  however, 
had  been  so  frequently  deceived  by  Indian  accounts  of  routes 
and  distances,  that  he  gave  but  little  faith  to  this  information. 

The  travellers  continued  their  course  due  west  for  five  days, 
crossing  the  valley  and  entering  the  mountains.  Here  the  trsr 
veiling  became  excessively  toilsome,  across  rough  stony  ridges, 
and  amidst  fallen  trees.  They  were  often  knee  deep  in  snow, 
and  sometimes  in  the  hollows  between  the  ridges  sank  up  to 
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their  wsiste.  The  weather  was  extremely  cold;  the  Aj  eovered 
with  clouds,  BO  that  for  days  thej  had  not  a  glimpse  of  the  onn. 
In  traverHing  the  highest  ridge  they  had  a  wide  bat  ahilling 
prospect  over  a  wilderness  of  snowy  mountains. 

Od  the  Gth  of  January,  however,  they  had  crossed  the  dividing 
Bummit  of  the  chain,  and  were  evidently  under  the  inflnence  of  » 
milder  climate.  The  snow  began  to  decrease;  the  son  onoa 
more  emerged  from  the  thick  canopy  of  clouds,  and  shoiM 
cheeringly  u^n  them,  and  they  caught  a  sight  of  what  appeared 
to  bo  a  plain,' stretching  out  in  the  west  They  hailed  it  as  the 
poor  Israelites  hailed  the  first  glimpse  of  the  promised  land,  for 
they  flattered  themselves  that  this  might  be  the  great  plain  of 
the  Columbia,  and  that  their  painful  pilgrimage  might  be  drawing 
to  a  close. 

It  was  now  five  days  since  they  had  left  the  lodges  of  tha 
Sboshonies,  during  which  they  had  come  about  sixty  miles,  and 
their  guide  assured  them  that  in  the  course  of  the  next  day  they 
would  sec  the  Sciatogaa. 

On  the  following  morning,  therefore,  they  pnshed  forward 
with  eagerness,  and  soon  fell  upon  a  small  stream  which  led  ikvta 
through  a  deep,  narrow  defile,  between  stupendous  ridgea.  Hera 
among  the  rocks  and  precipices  they  saw  gangs  of  that  moontain- 
loving  animal,  the  black-tailed  deer,  and  came  to  where  groAk 
tracks  of  horses  were  to  be  seen  in  all  directions,  made  by  tha 
Indian  hunters. 

The  snow  had  entirely  disappeared,  and  the  hopes  of  soon 
coming  upon  some  Indian  enoampment  induced  Hr.  Hunt  to 
press  on.  Many  of  the  men,  however,  were  so  enfeebled  that 
they  could  not  keep  up  with  the  main  body,  but  lagged,  at  inter- 
vals, behind ;  and  some  of  them  did  not  arrive  at  the  night 
enoampmant.  In  the  course  of  this  day's  march  the  reoentlj 
born  child  of  Pierre  Dorion  died. 
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Tho  march  waa  resumed  cnrlj  tho  next  morning,  vitkout 
waiting  for  tiie  alragglera.  Tlie  stream  which  they  had  followed 
throughout  the  prooeding  daj  was  now  swollen  by  the  influx  of 
uiothcr  river ;  the  declivities  of  the*  hills  were  green  and  the 
TKlleys  were  clothed  with  grass.  At  length  the  jovial  cry  was 
given  of  '*  an  Indian  camp  I"  It  was  yet  in  the  distance,  iu  the 
twsom  of  tho  grccu  valley,  hot  they  could  pereoivo  that  it  con- 
usted  of  numerous  lodges,  and  that  hundreds  of  horses  wore 
graiiDj;  the  grassy  meadows  around  it.  Tho  prospect  of  abun- 
dance of  horse  flesh  diffused  universal  joy,  for  by  this  time  the 
whole  stook  of  traveiliag  proviaioaa  was  reduced  to  the  skeleton 
steed  of  Pierre  Dorion,  and  another  wretched  animal,  t^ually 
emaciated,  that  had  been  repeatedly  reprieved  during  the  jmirno;. 

A  forced  march  soon  brought  the  weary  and  hungry  travol- 
leis  to  the  camp.  It  proved  to  be  a  ntrong  party  of  Sciatogu 
and  Tus-chc-pas,  There  were  thirty-four  lodges,  comfbrtabi; 
oonatructcd  of  mats ;  the  Indians,  too,  were  better  clothed  than 
any  of  the  wandering  bands  they  had  hitherto  met  on  this  sMt 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Indeed  they  were  aa  well  clad  as  the 
generality  of  the  wild  banter  tribes.  Each  had  a  good  bnffid* 
or  deer  skin  robe ;  and  a  deer  skin  hunting  shirt  and  leggins. 
Upwards  of  two  diousand  horses  were  ranging  the  pastDrM 
around  their  encaropment;  but  what  delighted  Mr.  Hunt  was, 
on  entering  the  lodges,  to  behold  brass  kettles,  axes,  copper  t«M 
kettles,  and  various  other  articles  of  civilized  manufacture,  which 
showed  that  these  Indians  had  an  indirect  communication  with 
the  people  of  the  sea-coast  who  traded  with  the  whites.  He 
made  eager  inquiries  of  the  Sciatogas,  and  gathered  from  them 
that  the  great  river  (the  Columbia,)  was  but  two  days'  march 
distant,  and  that  several  white  people  had  recently  descended  it; 
who  he  hoped  might  prove  to  be  M'Lellan,  M'Kenaie  and  their 
compauionsL 
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It  was  with  tho  ntmoat  joy  and  the  most  profirand  gnttitode 
to  beaven,  that  Mr.  Hunt  fonad  himself  and  his  band  of  woary 
and  famishing  wanderera,  thus  safely  extricated  from  the  moat 
perilous  part  of  their  long  journey,  and  within  the  prospect  of  a 
tennination  of  their  toils.  All  the  stragglers  who  Had  la^^ed 
behind  arrived,  one  after  another,  excepting  the  poor  Canadian 
voyagcur,  Garriera  Ho  had  been  seen  late  in  the  preceding 
afternoon,  riding  behind  a  Snake  Indian,  near  some  lodges  of  that 
nation,  a  few  tnilcs  distant  from  the  last  night's  encampment ; 
and  it  was  expected  that  he  would  soon  make  his  appearanee. 

The  first  object  of  Mr.  Hunt  was  to  obtain  provisions  for  his 
men.  A  little  venison  of  an  indifferent  quality,  and  some  roote 
were  all  that  could  be  procnred  that  evening ;  but  the  next  day 
he  succeeded  in  purchasing  a  mare  and  colt,  which  were  immedi- 
ately killed,  and  the  cravings  of  the  half-starved  people  in  some 
degree  appeased. 

For  several  days  they  remained  in  the  neighborhood  of  these 
IndiauB,  reposing  after  all  their  hardships,  and  feasting  upOB 
horse  fiesh  and  roots,  obtained  in  subseqnent  traffic  Many  of 
the  people  ate  to  such  excess  as  to  render  themselves  sick,  othara 
were  lame  from  their  past  journey  ;  but  all  gradually  recruit^ 
in  the  repose  and  abundance  of  the  valley.  Horaea  were  obtained 
here  much  more  readily,  and  at  a  cheaper  rate,  than  among  the 
Snakes.  A  blanket,  a  knife,  or  a  half  pound  of  blue  beads  would 
purchase  a  steed,  and  at  this  rate  many  of  the  men  bought  horaes 
for  their  individual  use. 

This  tribe  of  Indians,  who  are  represented  as  a  prond-apiritsd 
race,  and  uncommonly  cleanly,  never  cat  horses  nor  dogs,  nor 
would  they  permit  the  raw  flesh  of  cither  to  be  brought  into  their 
huts.  They  had  a  small  quantity  of  venison  in  each  lodge,  bat 
set  BO  high  a  price  upon  it  tliat  the  white  men,  in  their  imporer- 
ished  state,  oould  not  afford  to  purchase  it     They  h(int«d  tb> 
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deer  on  horseback  ;  "  ringing,"  or  aarrounding  them,  and  running 
them  down  iii  a  circle.  TLoy  were  admirable  horsemcD,  and  their 
wea[ions  were  bows  and  nrrows,  which  tiiey  managed  wilh  grcftt 
dexterity.  They  were  aJtogether  priiultivo  iu  their  habits,  and 
seemed  to  cling  to  the  nsages  of  savage  life,  even  wbon  posscssod 
ef  the  aids  of  civilization.  They  had  axes  among  tbeui.  yet  they 
generally  made  use  of  a  stone  mallet  wroaght  into  the  shape  of 
K  bottle,  and  wedges  of  elk  horn,  in  splitling  their  wood.  Though 
they  miglit  have  two  or  three  brass  kettles  hanging  in  their  lodges, 
jet  they  would  frcijucntly  use  vessels  made  of  willow,  for  curry> 
ing  water,  and  would  even  boil  their  meat  in  them,  by  means  of 
hot  stoues.  Their  wonion  wore  caps  of  willow  neatly  worked  uid 
figured. 

Aa  Carriere,  the  Camiduui  Btniggler,  did  not  make  his  appcar- 
Mco  for  two  or  three  days  after  the  oucuoipTiieiit  in  thu  v.illey, 
two  men  were  sent  out  on  horseback  in  search  of  him.  Th^ 
returned,  however,  without  snooeaa.  The  lodges  of  the  Sn&ke 
Indians  near  which  he  bftd  been  seen  were  removed,  and  thaj 
could  find  no  trace  of  him.  Several  days  more  elapsed,  yet 
nothing  was  seen  or  heard  of  him,  or  of  the  Snake  horseman, 
behind  whom  he  bad  been  Uat  observed.  It  was  feared,  ther» 
fore,  that  he  had  either  perished  through  hunger  and  &tign« ; 
had  been  murdered  by  the  Indians ;  or,  being  left  to  himseli^ 
had  mistaken  some  hunting  tracks  for  the  trail  of  the  party,  and 
been  led  astray  and  lost 

The  river  on  the  banks  of  which  they  were  encamped,  emptied 
into  the  Columbia,  was  called  by  the  natives  the  Eu-o-taMa,  or 
tlmatalla,  and  abounded  with  beaver.  In  the  coarse  of  their 
sojourn  in  the  valley  which  it  watered,  they  twice  shifted  their 
camp,  proceeding  about  thirty  miles  down  its  course,  which  waa 
to  the  west.  A  heavy  &II  of  rain  caused  the  river  to  ovott 
flow  its    banlu,    dialoilged  tium  from  their  encampment,  u4 
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drowned  three  of  their  horses,  which  were  tethered  in  the  tow 
ground. 

Further  coDversation  with  the  Indiana  satisfied  them  tha.t 
thej  ncrc  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Columbia.  The  number  of 
the  white  men  who  they  said  had  passed  down  the  river,  agreed 
with  that  of  M'Lollan,  M'Keniio,  and  their  companions,  and 
increased  the  hope  of  Mr.  Hunt  that  they  might  hare  passed 
through  the  wilderness  with  safety. 

These  Indians  had  a  vague  story  that  white  men  were  coming 
to  trade  among  them ;  and  they  often  spoke  of  two  great  men 
named  Ke-Koosh  and  Jacquean,  who  gave  them  tobaeeo,  and 
smoked  with  them.  Jacquean,  tbey  said,  bad  a  house  somewhere 
upon  the  great  river.  Some  of  the  Canadians  supposed  they  wen 
speaking  of  one  Jacquean  Fiulay,  a  clerk  of  the  Northwest  Com- 
pany, and  inferred  that  the  house  must  he  some  trading  post  on 
one  of  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Columbia.  The  Indians  were 
overjoyed  when  they  found  this  hand  of  white  men  intended  to 
return  and  trade  with  them.  They  promised  to  use  all  diligenoo 
in  collecting  quantities  of  beaver  skins,  and  no  doubt  prooeeded 
to  make  deadly  war  upon  that  sagacious,  but  ill-fated  animal, 
who,  in  general,  lived  in  peaceful  insignificance  among  hia  Indian 
nelghlHirs,  before  the  intrusion  of  the  white  trader.  On  the  90th 
of  January,  Mr.  Hunt  took  leave  of  these  friendly  Indians,  and 
of  the  river  on  which  thpy  were  encamped,  and  oontinned  west- 
ward. 

At  length,  on  the  following  day,  the  wayworn  travellers  lifted 
up  their  eyes  and  beheld  before  them  the  long-sought  waters  of 
the  Columbia.  The  siglit  was  hailed  with  as  much  transport  as 
if  they  had  already  reached  the  end  of  their  pilgrimage ;  nor  oaB 
we  wonder  at  their  joy.  Two  hundred  and  forty  miles  had  they 
marched,  through  wintry  wastes  and  ragged  mountains,  sines 
leaving  Snake  River ;  and  six  months  of  perilous  wayiaring  had 
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Uu7  oxperianoed  since  their  departure  from  the  Ariukor*  villnge 
on  the  Missouri.  Their  whole  route  by  land  and  water  from 
that  point  hud  been,  aecording  to  their  compntation,  sevcntocn 
hundred  and  fifty-one  milo»,  in  the  coumc  of  which  they  hod 
eodured  all  kinds  of  hardships.  In  fact,  the  necessity  of  avnid- 
ing  t)ie  dangerous  i^ouiitry  of  the  Blackfect  had  obliged  them  to 
make  ii  bend  to  the  south,  and  to  traverse  a  groat  additional 
extent  of  unknown  wilderness. 

The  pbice  where  they  struck  the  Oolumbia  was  some  distanoo 
below  the  junction  of  its  two  great  branches,  Lewis  and  Clarke 
RiTcrs,  and  not  for  from  the  influx  of  tlie  WuUuli'Wallnh.  It 
wae  a  beautiful  stream,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  totally  frM 
from  trees  ;  bordered  in  some  places  with  steep  rocks,  in  otboni 
with  pebbled  shores. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Columbia  they  found  a  miserable  borde 
of  Indians,  colled  Akai-chies,  with  no  clothing  bat  a  scanty  man- 
tle of  the  skins  of  animals,  and  sometimes  a  puir  of  sleeves  of 
wolfs  skin.  Their  lodges  were  shaped  like  a  tent,  and  rery  light 
and  warm,  being  ooTered  with  mats  of  rnsheB  ;  beside  which  they 
had  excavations  on  the  ground,  lined  with  mats,  and  occupied  by 
the  women,  who  were  even  more  slightly  clad  than  tbe  men. 
These  people  subsisted  chiefly  by  fishing ;  having  canoes  of  a 
rude  construction,  being  merely  the  trunks  of  pine  trees  split  and 
hollowed  out  by  fire.  Their  lodges  were  well  stored  with  dried 
salmon,  and  they  had  great  quantities  of  fresh  salmon  trout  of  an 
excellent  flavor,  taken  at  the  mouth  of  the  Umatalla ;  of  which 
the  travellers  obtained  a  most  acceptable  supply. 

Finding  that  the  road  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  Mr. 
Uunt  crossed,  and  continued  five  or  six  days  travelling  rather 
slowly  down  along  its  banks,  being  much  delayed  by  the  straying 
of  the  horses,  and  the  attempts  made  by  the  Indians  to  steal 
them.     They  frequently  passed  lodges,  where  they  obbuned  &k 


and  dogs.  At  one  place  the  natives  had  jnat  rvtumed  from 
hnnting,  and  had  brought  back  a  hirge  quantity  of  oik  and  deer 
meat,  but  kskcd  so  high  a  price  for  it  as  to  be  beyond  the  fanda 
of  the  travellers,  so  they  had  to  content  IhemielveB  with  dog's 
flesh.  They  had  by  this  time,  however,  come  to  conaider  it  verj 
choice  food,  superior  to  horse  flesh,  and  the  minntea  of  Uie  expe- 
dition speak  rather  ezultingly  now  and  then,  of  their  having 
made  a  "  famous  repast,"  where  this  viand  happened  to  be  un- 
usually plenty. 

They  again  learnt  tidings  of  some  of  the  scattered  members 
of  the  expc3ition,  supposed  to  be  M'Keniie,  M'Lellan,  and  their 
men,  who  had  preceded  them  down  the  river,  and  had  overturned 
one  of  their  canoes,  by  which  they  lost  many  articles.  All  theao 
floating  picecs  of  intelligence  of  their  fellow  adventnrera,  who 
had  separated  from  them  in  the  heart  of  the  wilderueaa,  they 
received  with  eager  interest. 

The  weather  continued  to  be  temperate,  marking  the  niperiar 
softness  of  the  climate  on  this  side  of  the  monntaina.  For  A 
grcut  part  of  the  time,  the  days  were  delightfully  mild  and  dear, 
like  the  serene  days  of  October,  on  the  Atlantic  borders.  The 
country  in  general,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  river,  waa  a  con- 
tinual plain,  low  near  the  water,  but  rising  gradually ;  deatitate 
of  tree.i,  and  almost  without  shrubs  or  plants  of  any  kind,  ex- 
cepting a  few  willow  bushes.  After  travelling  about  sixty  duIm, 
tlicy  cumc  to  where  the  country  became  very  hilly  and  the  river 
made  its  wuy  between  rocky  banks,  and  down  numerous  rainds. 
The  Indiani)  in  this  vicinity  were  better  clad  and  altogether  in 
more  prosperous  condition  than  those  above,  aud,  as  Mr.  Hunt 
thought,  showed  their  consciousness  of  case  by  something  like 
saneiness  of  manner.  Thus  prosperity  is  apt  to  produce  arro- 
gance in  savage  as  well  as  in  civilized  life.  In  both  G 
man  is  an  animal  that  will  not  bear  pampering. 
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From  these  people  Mr.  Hunt  for  the  first  time  reoeived  Tague, 
but  deeply  interesting  intulligenc«  of  that  part  of  the  ent«rpriae 
which  bad  proceeded  by  sea  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia. 
The  Indians  spoke  of  a  number  of  white  men  who  had  built  a 
Urge  houac  at  the  mouth  of  th^  greut  river,  aud  surrounded  it 
with  palisades.  None  of  them  had  been  down  to  Astoria  them- 
■olves ;  but  rumors  spread  widoly  and  rapidly  from  mouth  to 
mouth  among  the  Indian  tribes,  and  are  carried  to  the  heart  of 
liie  interior,  by  bunting  parties  and  migratory  hordes. 

The  cstabiishmeut  of  a  tradiug  emporium  at  suoh  a  point, 
■Iso,  was  calculated  to  vause  a  sensation  to  the  most  remote  parts 
of  the  vast  wilderness  beyond  the  mountains.  It,  in  a  nuinner, 
struck  the  pulse  of  the  great  vital  river,  and  vibrated  up  all  ita 
tributary  streams. 

It  iij  surprising  to  notice  how  well  this  remote  tribe  of  savages 
had  learnt  through  intermediate  gossips,  the  private  feeliugs  of  ' 
the  colonists  at  Astoria  :  it  shows  that  Indians  are  not  the  incu- 
rious and  indifferent  observers  that  they  have  been  represented. 
They  toid  Mr.  Hunt  that  the  whit«  people  at  tbe  large  boose  bai 
been  looking  anxiously  for  many  of  their  friends,  whom  tbey  bsd 
expected  to  descend  the  great  river ;  and  bod  been  in  mnoh 
affliction,  fearing  that  they  were  lost.  Now,  however,  tbe  arrinl 
of  him  and  hia  party  would  wipe  away  all  their  tears,  and  thej 
would  dance  and  sing  for  joy. 

On  the  3 1  st  of  January,  Mr.  Hunt  arrived  at  the  falls  of  the 
Columbia,  and  encamped  at  the  village  of  Wisb-tam,  situated  at 
the  head  of  that  dangerous  pass  of  the  river  called  "  tbe  long 
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Op  the  village  of  Wish-ram,  the  aborigines'  fishing  mart  of  th« 
Columbia,  we  have  given  some  account  in  an  early  chapter  of 
this  work.  The  inhabitants  held  a  traffic  in  the  productione  of 
the  fisheries  of  the  folia,  and  their  village  was  the  trading  resort 
of  the  tribca  from  the  coast  and  from  the  mountains.  Mr.  Hunt 
found  the  inhabitants  shrewder  and  more  intelligent  than  any 
Indiana  he  had  met  with.  Trade  had  sharpened  thtnr  wits, 
though  it  had  not  improved  their  honesty  ;  for  they  were  a  com- 
munity of  arrant  rogues  and  freebooters.  Their  habitations  com- 
ported with  their  circumstance  a,  and  were  superior  to  any  the 
travellera  bad  yet  seen  we.it  of  the  Rooky  Mountains.  In  gen- 
eral, the  dwellings  of  the  savages  on  the  Pacific  side  of  that  great 
harrier,  were  mere  tents  and  cabins  of  mats,  or  skins,  or  strav, 
the  country  being  destitute  of  timber.  In  Wish-ram,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  houses  were  built  of  wood,  with  long  sloping  roofa. 
The  floor  was  sunk  about  sii  feet  below  the  surface  ef  the  ground, 
with  a  low  door  at  the  gable  end,  cxtreniely  narrow,  and  partly 
Bunk,  Through  tliis  it  was  necessary  to  crawl,  and  then  to  de- 
scend a  short  ladder.  This  inconvenient  entrance  was  probably 
for  the  purpose  of  defence  ;  there  were  loop-holes  also  under  the 
eaves,  apparently  for  the  discharge  of  arrows.  The  honses  were 
large,  generally  containing  two  or  three  families.  Immediately 
within  the  door  were  sleeping  places,  ranged  along  the  walls,  like 
bertha  in  a  ship  ;  and  furnished  with  pallets  of  matting.  These 
extended  along  one-half  of  the  building ;  the  romaining  half  ms 
appropriated  to  the  storing  of  dried  fish. 
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Tlio  trading  nperationa  of  the  mbabiWntS  of  Wish-ram  Iftd 
giveu  Uiuiu  B  wider  Boopo  of  iufaniiatioii,  Mid  rendered  tiieir 
village  a  kind  of  bead-qiuuten  of  intelligenoe.  Mr,  Hunt  wai 
able,  tberefore,  to  collect  more  distinot  tidings  oonoenting  tha 
settlement  of  Astoria  and  its  aflaiis.  One  of  the  inbabitant«  had 
been  at  the  trading  poet  established  by  David  Stoart  on  tha 
Oakinag&n,  and  bad  picked  np  a  few  words  of  Engliah  there. 
From  him,  Mr.  Uimt  gleaned  various  partioolars  about  that 
establishment,  as  welt  as  about  the  general  concerns  of  the  enter- 
prise. Others  repeated  the  name  of  Mr.  M'Kay,  the  partner 
who  perished  in  the  massaore  on  board  of  the  Tonquin,  and  gave 
some  account  of  that  meUneboly  aflair,  Thej  said,  Mr.  M'Kmj 
was  a  chief  among  the  white  men,  and  had  built  a  great  house  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  but  had  left  it  and  Sfuled  sway  in  a  large 
ship  to  the  northward,  whore  he  had  been  attacked  b;  bad  In- 
dians in  canoes.  Mr.  Hunt  was  startled  by  this  intelligenoe, 
and  made  further  inquiries.  They  informed  him  that  the 
Indians  had  lashed  their  eanoei  to  the  ship,  and  fought  until 
they  killed  him  and  all  his  people.  This  is  another  instttnoe  <rf 
the  clearness  with  which  intelligenoe  is  transmitted  &om  mouth 
to  mouth  among  the  Indian  tribes.  These  tidings,  though  but 
partially  credited  by  Mr.  Hunt,  filled  his  mind  with  anxiou 
forebodings.  He  now  endeavored  to  procure  canoes,  in  iriiich  to 
descend  the  Columbia,  but  none  suitable  for  the  purpose  were  to 
be  obtained  above  the  narrows ;  he  contioued  on,  therefore,  the 
diHtancc  of  twelve  miles,  and  encamped  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 
The  camp  was  soon  surrounded  by  loitering  savages,  who  went 
prowling  about,  seeking  what  they  might  pilfer.  Being  baffled 
by  the  vigilance  of  the  guard,  they  endeavored  to  compass  their 
ends  by  other  means.  Towards  evening,  a  number  of  warriori 
entered  the  camp  in  ruffling  style ;  painted  and  dressed  out  ai 
if  for   battle,  and  armed  with   lances,  bows  and  arrows,  an4 


Boalpiog  knives.  Thej  informed  Mr.  Hoot  that  r  fxr^  of 
thirty  or  forty  braves  were  coining  up  from  a  village  below  to 
attack  the  camp  and  carry  off  the  horaes,  but  that  they  vere 
determined  to  stay  with  iiim,  and  defend  him.  Mr.  Hunt  re- 
ceived them  with  great  coldness,  and,  when  they  had  finiahed 
their  story,  gave  them  a  pipe  to  amoke.  He  then  called  np  all 
hands,  stationed  sentinels  in  different  quarters,  but  told  them  to 
keep  as  vigilant  an  eye  within  the  camp  as  without 

The  warriors  were  evidently  baffled  by  these  precanttonfl,  and, 
having  smoked  their  pipe,  and  vapored  off  their  valor,  took  their 
departure.  The  farce,  however,  did  not  end  here.  After  a  little 
while,  the  warriors  returned,  ushering  in  asotiier  savage,  still 
more  heroically  arrayed.  This  they  announced  as  the  ohief  of 
the  belligerent  Village,  but  as  a  great  pacificator.  His  people 
bad  been  furiously  bent  upon  the  attack,  and  would  have  doubt- 
less carried  it  into  effect,  but  this  gallant  chief  had  stood  forth 
as  the  friend  of  white  men,  and  had  dispersed  the  throng  by 
his  own  authority  and  prowess.  Having  vaunted  this  signal 
piece  of  sorvicc,  there  was  a  significant  pause;  all  evidently  ex- 
pecting some  adciiuutc  reward.  Mr.  Hunt  again  produced  the 
pipe,  smoked  with  the  chieftain  and  his  worthy  compeers ;  but 
made  no  further  demonstrations  of  gratitude.  They  remained 
about  the  camp  all  night,  but  at  daylight  returned,  baffled  and 
crest-fallen,  to  their  homes,  with  nothing  but  smoke  fi>r  their  paioK. 

Mr  Hunt  now  endeavored  to  procure  oaaoes,  of  whioh  he  saw 
several  about  the  neighborhood,  citremoly  well  made,  with  ele- 
vated stems  and  sterns,  some  of  them  capable  of  oarrying  three 
thousand  pounds  weight.  He  found  it  extremely  diffioolt,  how- 
ever, to  deal  with  these  slippery  people,  who  seemed  much  more 
inclined  to  pilfer.  Notwithstanding  a  strict  guard  maintained 
round  the  camp,  various  implements  were  stolen,  and  several 
Imrsca  carried  off.    Among  the  latter,  we  have  to  inolada  the 
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long-cberished  Bleed  of  Pierre  Dorion.  From  some  wilful  capritw, 
that  worthy  pitched  hie  tent  &t  some  distance  from  the  main  body, 
and  ttthere-d  hia  inTalunble  steed  beside  it,  from  whence  it  wu 
abstracted  ia  the  uight,  to  tlie  infinite  chagrin  and  mortifioatioa 
of  the  hybrid  interpreter. 

Having,  after  several  days'  negotiation,  procured  the  requisite 
aumbvr  of  canoee,  Mr.  Hunt  nonld  gladly  have  left  this  thievisli 
neighborhood,  but  was  detained  until  the  5th  of  February  by 
violent  head  windn,  accompanied  by  snow  and  rniu.  Even  after 
be  waH  enabled  to  get  under  way,  he  had  still  to  struggle  againat 
contrary  winds  and  tempestuous  weather.  The  current  of  the 
river,  however,  was  in  his  favor  ;  having  made  a  portage  at  the 
grand  rapid,  the  canoes  met  witli  no  further  obstruction,  and,  OB 
the  aflcrnoon  of  the  15th  of  February,  swept  round  an  int«rvea- 
ing  cape,  and  came  in  sight  of  the  infant  settlement  of  Astoria, 
Aftt'r  eleven  months  wandertng  in  the  wilderness,  a  great  fiiirt  of 
the  time  over  trackless  waatM,  where  th«  sight  of  «  aavage  wip 
warn  was  a  rarity,  we  may  imagine  the  delight  of  the  po<W 
weather-beaten  travellers,  at  beholding  the  embryo  eetablishmonl, 
with  its  magazines,  habitations,  and  pioheted  bulwarks,  seated  ob 
a  high  point  of  land,  dominating  a  boantifiil  little  bay,  in  whiob 
was  a  trim-built  shallop  riding  quietly  at  anchor.  A  shont  of  jof 
hurst  from  each  canoe  at  the  long-wishcd-for  sight.  They  ui|;ed 
their  canoes  across  the  bay,  and  pulled  with  eagerness  for  shore, 
where  a\l  hands  poured  down  from  the  settlement  to  receive  and 
welcome  tliem.  Among  the  first  to  greet  them  on  their  landing, 
were  some  of  their  old  comrades  and  fellow-sufferers,  who,  under 
the  conduct  of  Reed,  M'Lellan,  and  M'Keniic,  had  parted  from 
them  at  the  Caldron  Linn.  These  had  reached  Astoria  nearly  a 
month  previously,  and,  judging  from  their  own  narrow  escap« 
from  starvation,  had  given  up  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  followers  as  lost 
Their  greetiog  was  the  mote  mnn  and  cordial.     As  to  the  Can*- 
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disn  TOjBgeora,  their  mntiul  felioitationa,  U  usual,  wore  loud  and 
Tociferoas,  And  it  was  almoet  Indiorous  to  behold  these  anoient 
"oomrodes"  and  " oonfreres,"  hugging aad  kissing  each  other  on 
the  river  bank. 

When  the  first  greetings  irere  over,  the  different  bands  inter- 
changed  acoonnts  of  their  several  wanderings,  after  separating  at 
Snake  River  ;  we  shall  briefly  notioe  a  few  of  the  leading  partion- 
lars.  It  will  be  recollected  bj  the  reader,  that  a  small  exploring 
detachment  bad  proceeded  down  the  river,  under  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  John  Heed,  a  clerk  of  the  oomBany :  that  another  bad  set 
off  under  M'LclIon,  and  a  third  in  a  di^rent  direction,  under 
M'Kenzte.  After  wandering  for  several  days  witbont  meeting 
with  Indians,  or  obtuning  any  supplies,  they  came  together  fbr- 
tnitoualy  among  the  Snake  River  monntains,  some  distance  below 
that  disastrous  pass  or  strait,  which  had  received  the  appellation 
of  the  Devil's  Seattle  Hole. 

When  thus  united,  their  party  consisted  of  M'Kenne,  H'Lel- 
lan,  Reed,  and  eight  men,  chiefly  Canadians.  Being  all  in  the 
same  predicament,  without  horses,  provisions,  or  information  of 
any  kind,  they  all  agreed  that  it  would  be  worse  than  useless  to 
return  to  Mr.  Hunt  and  encumber  him  with  so  many  starving 
men,  and  that  their  only  oourso  was  to  extricate  themselves  as 
soon  as  possible  from  this  land  of  famine  and  misery,  and  make 
the  best  of  their  way  for  the  Columbia.  They  accordingly  con- 
tinued to  follow  the  downward  course  of  Snake  River ;  clamber- 
ing rocks  and  mountains,  and  defying  all  the  difficulties  and  dut> 
gers  of  that  rugged  defile,  which  subsequently,  when  the  snows 
had  fallen,  was  found  impaesable  by  -Messrs.  Hunt  and  Crooks. 

Though  constantly  near  to  the  borders  of  the  river,  and  for  » 
great  part  of  the  time  within  sight  of  its  current,  one  of  ituar 
greatest  sufferings  was  thirst.  The  river  had  worn  ita  way  in  a 
deep  channel  through  rooky  mountains,  destitute  of  brooks  or 
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■priogs.  lu  banks  wore  so  high  and  proctpitous,  that  there  WM 
rarely  any  pla<:«  where  the  traTcliera  could  get  down  to  drink  of 
ita  waters.  Frequently  they  suffered  for  miles  the  tormenta  of 
Tautalus ;  water  coutinaally  within  sight,  yet  fevered  with  the 
muttt  parching  tJiirst.  Here  and  there  they  met  with  rain-water 
collected  in  the  hollowa  of  the  rooks,  but  more  than  onee  tiuj' 
vere  reduced  to  the  atnuwt  extremity;  and  some  of  the  mA 
had  recourse  to  the  last  expedient  to  avoid  perishing. 

Their  soiTeringa  from  hangar  were  equally  severe.  Th^ 
oonld  meet  with  no  game,  and  subsisted  for  a  time  on  stripe  at 
beaver  skin,  broOed  on  the  ooals.  These  were  doled  out  io 
Boanty  allowances,  barely  eoffioient  to  keep  up  existence,  and  at 
length  failed  them  altogether.  Still  they  orept  feebly  on,  scaroei 
dragging  one  limb  after  another,  until  a  severe  snow-storm, 
brought  them  to  a  pause.  To  struggle  against  it,  in  their 
exhausted  condition,  was  impossible,  so  eowering  under  an  lift- 
pending  rock  at  the  foot  of  a  steep  mountain,  they  prepared 
themselves  for  that  wretehed  fote  which  seemed  inevitable 

At  this  critical  juncture,  when  &mine  stared  jhem  in  tke 
face,  M'Lellan  casting  np  his  eyes,  beheld  an  ahsahta,  or  bighorn, 
sheltering  itself  under  a  shelving  rock  on  the  side  of  the  hill, 
above  them.  Being  in  a  more  active  plight  than  any  of  his  oom^ 
radea,  and  an  excellent  marksman,  he  set  off  to  get  within  shot 
of  the  auimal.  His  compaoions  watched  his  movements  with 
breathless  anxiety,  for  their  lives  depended  upon  his  succesa. 
He  made  a  cautious  circuit ;  scrambled  up  the  hill  with  the 
utmost  silence,  and  at  length  arrived,  nnperceived,  within  a 
proper  distance.  Here  levelling  lus  rifle  he  took  so  sure  an  aim, 
that  the  bighorn  fell  dead  on  the  spot ;  a  fortunate  circumstance, 
for,  to  pursue  it,  if  merely  wounded,  would  have  been  impossible 
in  his  emaciated  stale.    The  declivity  of  the  hill  enabled  him  to 


roll  the  carouB  down  to  his  companions,  who  were  too  feeble  to 
eUmb  the  looka.  They  fell  to  work  to  cnt  it  np ;  yet  exerted  » 
remarkahle  self-deni&l  for  men  in  their  starving  condition,  for 
the;  contented  themselveB  for  the  present  with  a  Bonp  made  from 
the  hones,  reserving  the  flesh  for  future  repasta.  This  praridflii- 
tial  relief  gave  them  strength  to  pursue  their  journey,  bnt  tiiey 
were  frequently  reduced  to  almost  equal  straits,  and  it  was  only 
the  smallness  of  tbcir  party,  requiring  a  small  supply  of  pro- 
visions, that  enabled  them  to  get  through  this  desolate  region 
with  their  lives. 

At  length,  after  twenty-one  days  of  toil  and  enffering,  they 
got  through  these  mountains,  and  arrived  at  a  trihutary  stream 
of  that  branch  of  the  Columbia  called  Lewis  Biver,  of  which 
Snake  Uivcr  forms  the  southern  fork.  In  this  neighborhood 
they  mot  with  wild  horses,  the  first  they  had  seen  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains.  From  hence  they  made  their  way  to  Lewis 
Biver,  where  they  fell  in  with  a  friendly  tribe  of  Indians,  who 
freely  administered  to  their  necessities.  On  this  river  they  pro- 
cured two  canoes,  in  which  they  dropped  down  Uie  stream  to  its 
confluence  with  the  Columbia,  and  then  down  that  river  to  Asto- 
ria, where  they  arrived  haggard  and  emaciated,  and  perfectly 
in  rags. 

Thus,  all  the  leading  persons  of  Mr.  Hunt's  expedition  wars 
once  wore  gathered  together,  excepting  Mr.  Crooks,  of  whose 
safety  they  entertained  but  little  hope,  considering  the  fbeble 
condition  in  which  they  had  been  compelled  to  leave  him  in  the 
heart  of  the  wilderness. 

A  day  was  now  given  up  to  jubilee,  to  celebrate  the  arrival  rf 
Mr.  Hunt  and  his  companions,  and  the  joyful  meeting  of  the 
various  HCattered  bands  of  adventurers  at  Astoria.  The  oolora 
were  hoisted  ;  the  guns,  great  and  small,  were  fired  ;  thera  wa> 
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a  ft&st  of  fish,  of  beaver,  and  TenisoQ,  nbich  relished  well  with 
men  wbo  bad  so  long  been  glad  to  rcTel  on  horse  flesh  and  dogs' 
meat ;  a  gouial  ftUonanoe  of  grog  was  isiiued,  U)  incroaae  the 
goiieral  animation,  and  tbe  foatiyities  wound  np,  as  usual,  witli  » 
grand  dance  at  nighlpby  tbe  Oanadian  voyugeurB.* 


•  The  dill 


nee  from  St.  Louis  lo  Astoria,  by  the  roole  tinT»lled  by  Uunl 
was  upwHTda  of  ibJrly'Gre  hundicJ  milea,  ihoagh  in  a  direct 
eiceed  righicen  bundred. 
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The  winter  had  passed  away  tranquilly  at  Astoria.  The  appre- 
hensions of  hostility  from  the  natives  had  subsided  ;  indeed,  aa 
the  season  advanced,  the  Indians  for  the  most  part  had  disap- 
peared from  the  neighborhood,  and  abandoned  the  sea-coast,  so 
that,  for  nant  of  their  aid,  the  colonists  had  at  times  suffered  con- 
Biderably  for  want  of  prOTisions.  The  hunters  belonging  to  the 
establishment  made  frequent  and  wide  cxcursionB,  but  with  very 
moderate  euc(»bs.  There  were  some  deer  and  a  few  bears  to  bo 
found  in  the  vicinity,  and  elk  in  great  numbers ;  the  country, 
however,  was  bo  rough,  and  the  woods  so  close  and  entangled, 
that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  beat  np  the  game.  The  preva- 
lent rains  of  winter,  also,  rendered  it  difficult  for  the  hnnter  to 
keep  his  arms  in  order.  The  quantity  of  game,  therefore,  brought 
in  by  the  hunters  was  extremely  scanty,  and  it  was  frequently 
necessary  to  put  all  hands  on  very  moderate  allowance.  Tovftrde 
spring,  however,  the  fishing  aesBon  commenced, — the  season  of 
plenty  on  the  Columbia.  About  the  beginning  of  February,  ■ 
small  kind  of  fish,  about  six  inches  long,  called  by  the  natives 
the  utblecan,  and  resembling  the  smelt,  made  its  appearance  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river.  It  is  said  to  be  of  delicious  flavor,  and 
so  fat  as  to  burn  tike  a  candle,  for  which  it  is  often  need  by  the 
nativG.i.  It  enters  the  river  in  immense  shoals,  like  solid  col- 
umns, often  extending  to  the  depth  of  five  or  more  feet,  and  is 
scooped  up  by  the  natives  with  small  nets  at  the  end  of  poles. 
In  this  way  they  will  soon  fill  a  canoe,  or  form  a  great  heap  upon 
the  river  banks.     These  fish  constitute  a  principal  article  of  thoir 
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food  ;  the  women  drying  them  and  Btringing  them  on  cords.  Am 
the  nthlecau  is  only  found  m  the  luwer  part  of  the  river,  the 
arrirat  of  it  soon  brought  btuik  the  uatiTes  to  the  coast ;  who 
ftgain  resorted  to  the  factory  to  trade,  aad  frota  that  tima  fur- 
Dished  plcnti^l  supplies  of  fisU. 

The  sturgeon  makes  ita  appearance  in  the  river  shortly  after 
the  nthlecan,  and  is  takeo  is  difieront  mjs,  by  the  lutiTM: 
fiometimes  they  spear  it ;  bat  oflener  they  ftse  the  hook  and  liD% 
and  the  net.  Occasionally,  they  sink  a  cord  in  the  river  by  %  ' 
heavy  weight,  with  a  baoy  at  the  npper  end,  to  keep  it  floating. 
To  this  cord  several  hooks  are  attached  by  short  lines,  a  fav 
feet  distant  from  ea^h  other,  an^  baited  with  email  fish.  This 
apparatus  is  often  set  towards  night,  and  by  the  next  moming 
several  sturgeon  will  be  found  hooked  by  it ;  for  though  a  large 
and  strong  fish,  it  makes  but  little  resistance  when  ensnared. 

The  salmon,  which  are  the  prime  fish  of  the  Colombia,  and  U 
important  to  the  piscatory  tribes  as  are  (he  buffiiloes  to  ths 
hunters  of  the  prairies,  do  not  enter  the  river  until  towards  the 
latter  part  of  May,  from  which  time,  until  the  middle  of  Augiul^ 
they  abound,  and  are  taken  in  vast  quantities,  either  with  the 
spear  or  seine,  and  mostly  in  shallow  water.  An  inferior  speoieg 
succeeds,  and  continnes  &om  August  to*  December.  It  is  itt- 
markablc  for  having  a  double  row  of  teeth,  half  an  inch  long  and 
extremely  sharp,  from  whence  it  has  received  the  name  of  the 
dog-toothed  salmon.  It  is  generally  kilted  with  the  spear  in 
sniall  rivulets,  and  smoked  for  winter  provision.  We  have 
noticed  in  a  former  chapter  the  mode  in  which  the  salmon  are 
taken  and  cured  at  the  falls  of  the  Columbia;  and  put  up  in 
pareelfl  fur  exportation.  From  these  dificrcnt  fijiherics  of  the 
river  tribes,  the  establishment  at  Astoria  had  to  derive  much  of 
its  precarious  supplies  of  provisions. 

A  year's  residence  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  and  vationi 


expeditiona  in  the  interior,  liad  now  given  tbe  ABtori&m  Mms 
idea  of  the  countrj.  Tbe  whole  coast  ie  described  as  remark&blj 
ragged  and  mountainous  ;  with  dense  forests  of  hemlock,  spmoe, 
whit£  and  red  cedar,  cotton-wood,  white  oak,  white  and  swamp 
ash,  willow,  and  a  few  walnut.  There  Is  likewise  an  undergrowth 
of  aromatic  shrubs,  creepers,  and  clambering  vines,  dat  render 
the  forests  almost  impenetrable ;  together  with  berries  of  variona 
kinds,  such  as  gooseberries,  strawberries,  raspberries,  both  red 
and  jcllow,  very  large  and  finely  flavored  whortleberries,  cran- 
berries, serviceberries,  blackberries,  curranta,  sloes,  and  wild  and 
choko  cherries. 

Among  the  flowering  vinc|  is  one  doserring  of  particnUr 
notice.  Each  flower  is  composed  of  six  leaves  or  petala,  abont 
tiirec  inclies  in  length,  of  a  beautiful  crimson,  the  inside  spotted 
with  white.  Its  leaves,  of  a  fine  green,  are  oval,  and  disposed 
b;  threes.  This  plant  climbs  upon  the  trees  witfaont  attaching 
itself  to  them ;  when  it  has  reached  the  topmost  branohn,  it 
descends  perpend icularlj,  and  as  it  oontinnes  to  grow,  eztenda 
from  tree  to  tree,  until  its  variona  stalks  interlace  the  grOTB  like 
the  rigging  of  a  ship.  The  stems  or  trunks  of  this  vine  ar» 
tougher  and  more  flexible  than  willow,  and  are  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  fathoms  in  length.  From  the  fibres,  the  Indiana  mann* 
facture  baskets  of  such  close  texture  as  to  hold  water. 

The  principal  quadrupeds  tliat  had  been  seen  by  the  ooloniati 
in  their  various  expeditions,  were  the  stag,  &llow  deer,  hart, 
black  and  grizzly  bear,  antelope,  ahsahta,  or  bighorn,  beaver,  ms 
and  river  otter,  muskrat,  fo{,  wolf,  and  panther,  the  latter  ex> 
tremelj  rare.  The  only  domestic  animals  among  the  natives  were 
horses  and  dogs. 

The  country  abounded  with  aquatic  and  land  Inrda,  such  as 
BwauB,  wild  gccsc,  brant,  ducks  of  almost  every  desoriptian,  poli- 
cans,  herons,  gulls,  snipes,  curlews,  eagles,  Tulturee,  orowa,  laTens, 
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magpies,  noodpeokere,  pigeons,  partridges,  pheaetintB,  grouae,  aod 
ft  great  variety  of  Kinging  birds, 

TLiere  were  foir  reptiles  ;  the  onlj  dangerous  kinds  were  the 
rattlesnake,  and  one  striped  with  black,  yellow,  and  white,  about 
four  feet  long.  Among  the  lizard  kind  was  one  about  uino  or 
ten  iui^hea  in  length,  esalusivo  of  the  tail,  and  tliree  inches  is 
cireuinference.  The  tail  was  round,  and  of  the  same  length  aa 
the  body.  The  head  was  triangular,  eovercd  with  small  aiguare 
Bcale.^.  The  nppor  part  of  the  biHly  was  likewise  corcrcd  with 
email  scales,  green,  yellow,  black,  and  blue.  Eaoh  foot  had  fiYfl 
toes,  furnished  with  strong  nails,  probably  to  aid  it  in  burrowinf^ 
as  it  usually  lived  under  ground  on  the  plains. 

A  remarkable  faet,  eharaoteristic  of  the  country  west  of  the 
Rooky  Mouutaina,  is  the  mildness  and  ccjuability  of  the  cliniattt 
That  great  mountain  barrier  seemB  to  divide  the  continunt  iuU 
different  climates,  even  in  the  Game  degrees  of  latitude.  The 
rigorous  winters  and  sultry  summers,  and  all  the  capricious  in* 
(jUJiIilifs  of  tL'iii|ieruturc  provulfiit  uii  tho  AlLmlii.'  side  of  tlie 
mountains,  are  but  little  felt  on  their  western  declivities.  Tkt 
countries  between  them  and  the  Paoifio  are  blessed  with  mild«r 
and  steadier  temperature,  resembling  the  climates  of  paraDal 
latitudes  in  Europe.  In  the  plains  and  valleys  but  little  sdow 
falls  throughout  the  vinter,  and  usually  melts  while  falling.  It 
rarely  lies  on  the  ground  more  than  two  days  at  a  time,  except 
on  the  summits  of  the  mountains  The  winters  are  rainy  rather 
than  cold.  The  rains  for  five  months,  from  the  middle  of  Octo- 
}>eT  lo  the  middle  of  March,  are  almost  incessant,  and  often  M>> 
companied  by  tremendous  thunder  and  lightning.  The  winds 
prevalent  at  this  season  are  from  the  south  and  southeast,  which 
usually  bring  rain.  Those  from  the  north  to  the  southwest  are 
the  harbingers  of  fair  weather  and  a  clear  sky.  The  residue  vt 
the  year,  from  the  middle  of  Maroh  to  the  middle  of  Oetobw^ 
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an  intervftl  of  seren  mODtba,  is  serSDe  and  delightfdL  There  if 
scttroely  any  rain  throu^out  thia  timo,  yet  the  face  of  the  coantry 
is  kept  freah  and  verdant  by  nightly  dews,  and  occasionally  by 
hnmid  fogs  in  the  mornings.  These  are  not  considered  prqndi- 
eial  to  health,  since  both  the  natives  and  the  whites  sleep  in  the 
open  air  with  perfect  impunity.  While  this  eqaahle  and  bland 
temperature  prevails  thronghont  the  lower  country,  the  peaks 
and  ridges  of  the  vast  monnttuns  by  which  it  is  dominated,  are 
covered  with  perpetual  snow.  This  renders  them  discernible  at 
a  great  distance,  shining  at  times  like  bright  summer  oloads,  at 
other  times  assuming  the  most  aerial  tints,  and  always  forming 
brilliant  and  striking  features  in  the  vast  landscape.  The  mild 
temperature  prevalent  throughout  the  country  is  attributed  by 
some  to  the  succession  of  winds  from  the  Pacific  Ocean,  extend- 
ing from  latitude  twenty  degrees  to  at  least  fifty  d^rees  north. 
These  temper  the  heat  of  summer,  so  that  in  the  shade  no  one  is 
incommoded  by  perspiration  ;  they  also  soften  the  rigors  of  win- 
ter, and  produce  suoli  a  moderation  in  the  climate,  that  the  inhab- 
itants can  wear  the  same  dress  throughout  the  year. 

The  soil  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  sea-coast  is  of  a  brown 
color,  inclining  to  red,  and  generally  poor ;  being  a  mixture  of 
clay  and  gravel.  In  the  interior,  and  eapocially  in  the  vallejrs 
of  the  Ilocky  Mountains,  the  soil  ia  generally  blackish  ;  though 
Bometimcs  yellow.  It  is  frequently  mixed  with  marl,  and  with 
marine  subntaact^  in  a  state  of  decomposition.  This  kind  of 
soil  extends  to  a  considerable  depth,  as  may  be  perceived  in  the 
deep  cots  made  by  ravines,  and  by  the  beds  of  rivers.  The  v^e- 
tation  in  these  valleys  is  much  more  abundant  than  near  the 
eoaat ;  in  fact,  it  is  in  these  fertile  intervals,  locked  up  between 
rocky  sierras,  or  scooped  out  from  barren  wastes,  that  population 
mnst  extend  itself,  as  it  were,  la  veins  and  ramifications,  if  ever 
the  regions  beyond  the  mountains  should  become  oivilixed. 
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CHAPTER  XL. 

A  BUET  mention  has  klretdy  been  mmd«  of  &e  tribes  or  bordes- 
ezistiag  about  tbe  lowor  part  of  tbe  Colnmbik  at  the  time  of  thv 
settlement ;  a  few  more  particnlara  oonoeming  tbem  may  bsi 
aooeptable.  Tbe  four  tribe*  nearest  to  Astoria,  and  with  whoa^ 
the  traders  had  most  interoonne,  were,  as  has  heretofore  bee&j 
obeerred,  the  Chinooks,  the  Clatsops,  the  Wahkiaoums,  and  tlMM 
CathlametB.  Tbe  Chinooks  resided  ohiofly  along  tbe  banks  of  a. 
rirer  of  tbe  same  name,  running  parallel  to  the  sea-ooast,  throogh' 
a  low  country  studded  with  stagnant  pools,  and  emptying  itssK 
into  Baker's  Bay,  a  few  miles  &om  Cape  Disappointment.  Tbip. 
was  the  tribe  over  which  Comoomly,  the  one-eyed  chieftun,  held< 
sway ;  it  boosted  two  bnndred  and  fourteen  fighting  men.  Thew. 
chief  Bubsistence  was  on  fish,  with  an  oooasioual  regale  of  the 
flesh  of  elk  and  deer,  and  of  wild-fowl  from  the  neighboring 

Tbe  Clatsops  resided  on  both  sides  of  Feint  Adams;  they 
were  tbe  mere  relics  of  a  tribe  which  bad  been  nearly  swept  off 
by  the  smallpox,  and  did  not  number  more  than  one  hundred 
and  eighty  fighting  men. 

The  Wahkiaoums,  or  Waak-i-cums,  inhabited  the  north  side 
of  tbe  Columbia,  and  numbered  sixty-six  warriors.  They  and 
the  Chinooks  were  originally  the  same ;  but  a  dispute  arising 
about  two  generations  previf|is  to  tbe  time  of  the  settlement  be- 
tween the  ruling  chief  and  his  brother  Wahkiacum,  the  latter 
seceded,  and  with  his  adherrats  formed  the  present  hoide  whiok 
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coDtinucs  to  go  by  his  name.  In  tliis  way  nev  tribes  or  oUn<  are 
formed,  and  lurking  uauscs  of  hoBtitity  engeiidored. 

Tho  Cathlamets  lived  opposite  to  the  lower  village  of  tbe 
Walilciacums,  and  numbered  ninety-four  warriura.  , 

These  four  tribes,  or  rather  ulans,  bavo  every  appearsncc  of 
springing  from  the  same  origin,  resembling  each  other  in  person, 
dress,  language  and  manners.  They  are  rather  a  diminutive  race, 
generally  below  five  feet  fivo  inches,  with  crooked  logs  and  thick 
ankles ;  a  deformity  caused  by  their  passing  so  much  of  their 
time  sitting  or  squatting  upon  the  oalres  of  their  legs,  and  their 
heels,  in  the  bottom  of  their  canoes  ;  a  favorite  position,  which 
they  retain,  even  when  on  shore.  The  women  increase  the  de- 
formity by  wearing  tight  bandages  round  the  ankles,  which  pre- 
vent tho  circulation  of  the  blood,  and  cause  a  swelling  of  the 
muscles  of  the  log. 

Neither  sex  can  boast  of  personal  beauty.  Their  faces  are 
round,  with  small,  but  animated  eyes.  Their  noses  are  broad  and 
flat  at  top,  and  fleshy  at  the  end,  with  large  nostrils.  They  lisre 
wide  mouths,  thick  lips,  and  short,  irregular  and  dirty  teeth.  In- 
dued, good  teeth  are  seldom  to  be  seen  among  the  tribes  west  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  who  live  chiefly  on  fiek 

In  the  early  stages  of  their  intercourse  with  white  men,  these 
savngcs  were  but  scantily  clad.  In  summer  time  the  men  went 
entirely  naked ;  in  the  winter  and  in  bad  weather,  the  men  wore 
a  small  robe,  reaching  to  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  made  of  tite 
skins  of  unimuls,  or  of  the  wool  of  the  mountain  sheep.  Oooa- 
fijonally,  tlicy  wore  a  kind  of  mantle  of  matting,  to  keep  off  the 
rain :  but,  having  thus  protected  the  back  and  shonlders,  they 
left  the  rest  of  the  body  naked. 

The  women  wore  similar  robcs,^ough  shorter,  not  reaching 
below  the  waift ;  beside  which,  they  had  a  kind  of  petticoat,  or 
fringe,  reaching  from  the  waist  to  the  knee,  formed  of  the  £)»«■ 
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of  cedar  bark,  broken  into  strands,  or  »  tisstie  of  ailk  graas  twielod 
and  knotted  at  the  ends.  This  was  the  usual  dreas  of  the  women 
in  summer ;  should  the  weather  bo  inclement,  they  added  a  vest 
of  It  kins,  simiUr  to  the  robe. 

The  men  cftrefully  eradicated  CTcry  vestige  ol'  a  benrdj  con- 
sidering it  a  great  deformity.  They  looked  with  disgost  ftt  the 
whiskers  and  well-furniahed  chins  .of  the  white  men,  and  in  de- 
rision called  them  Long-beards.  Both  sexes,  on  the  other  band, 
cherished  the  hair  of  the  Lead,  which  with  them  is  gener«lly  blaok 
and  rather  coarse.  They  allowed,  it  to  grow  to  a  great  length, 
and  were  very  prond  and  careful  of  it,  sometimea  wearing  it 
plaited,  sometimes  wound  round  the  head  in  fancifnl  tresses.  No. 
greater  aBrout  could  be  offered  to  them  than  to  out  off  thor 
treasured  locks. 

They  had  conical  hats  with  narrow  rims,  neatly  woven  of  bear 
grass  or  of  the  fibres  of  cedar  bark,  interwoven  with  designs  rf 
various  shapes  and  colors ;  sometimes  merely  squares  and  tri- 
angles, at  other  times  rude  representations  of  canoes,  with  men 
fishing  and  harpooning.  These  hats  were  nearly  waterproof,  and 
extremely  dnrabte. 

The  favorite  ornaments  of  the  men  were  collars  of  beara' 
claws,  the  proud  trophies  of  hunting  exploits ;  while  the  women 
and  children  wore  similar  decorations  of  elks'  tusks.  An  intw- 
eoiirse  with  the  white  traders,  however,  soon  effected  a  change  in 
the  toilets  of  both  sckcs.  They  became  fond  of  arraying  them* 
selvc.i  in  any  article  of  civilized  dress  which  they  could  procure, 
and  often  made  a  most  grotesque  appearance.  They  adapted 
many  articles  of  finery,  also,  to  their  own  previous  tastes.  Both 
sexes  were  fond  of  adorning  themselves  with  bracelets  of  iron, 
brass  or  copper.  They  were  delighted,  also,  with  blue  and  while 
beads,  particularly  the  former,  and  wore  broad  tight  bands  of 
them  round  the  waist  and  ankles  ;  large  rolls  of  them  round  ths 
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neok,  and  pendants  of  them  in  the  ears.  The  men,  eipeeially, 
vbo,  in  savage  life  carry  a  paseion  for  personal  deooiation  &rther 
than  the  females,  did  not  think  their  gala  equipments  complete, 
unless  they  had  a  jewel  of  haiqna,  or  trampom,  dangling  at  tba 
nose.  Thus  arrayed,  their  hair  besmeared  with  fish  oil,  and  their 
bodies  bedaubed  with  red  clay,  they  oonsidered  themaelTsa  irro- 
■isttble. 

When  on  warlike  expeditiona,  they  painted  their  fiuea  and 
bodies  in  the  most  hideous  and  grotesque  manner,  according  to 
the  universal  practice  of  American  Bavages.  Their  arma  wera 
bows  and  arrows,  spears,  and  war  dubs.  Some  wore  a  oorslet, 
formed  of  pieces  of  hard  wood,  laced  together  with  bear  grass,  so 
as  to  form  a  light  coat  of  mail,  pliant  to  the  body ;  and  a  kind  of 
casque  of  cedar  bark,  leather,  and  bear  grass,  sufBeient  to  protect 
tie  head  from  on  arrow  or  war  olub.  A  more  complete  article  of 
defensive  armor  was  a  buff  jerkin  or  shirt  of  great  thiekneM, 
made  of  doublings  of  elk  skin,  and  reaching  to  the  feet,  holes 
being  left  for  the  head  and  arms.  This  was  perfectly  arrow 
proof ;  add  to  which,  it  was  often  endowed  with  eharmed  rirtnea, 
by  the  spells  and  mystic  ceremonials  of  the  medicine  man,  or 
conjurer. 

Of  the  peculiar  castom,  prevalent  among  these  people,  of  flat- 
tening the  head,  we  have  already  spoken.  It  is  one  of  thoM  in- 
stances of  haman  caprice,  like  the  crippling  of  the  feet  of  fomalat 
in  China,  which  are  quito  inoomprehensible.  This  ouitom  pr^ 
vails  principally  among  the  tribes  on  the  sea-coast,  and  abont  tha 
lower  parts  of  the  rivers.  How  far  it  extends  along  tbs  eoaat  m 
are  not  able  to  aeoertain.  Some  of  the  tribes,  both  iKvth  and 
south  of  the  Columbia,  practise  it ;  but  they  all  speak  the  Chinook 
language,  and  probably  originated  from  the  some  stock.  Aa  fiur 
as  we  can  Icam,  the  remoter  tribes,  which  speak  an  entirely  difiar- 
ent  language,  do  not  flatten  the  head.    This  absurd  ooatom  <!»• 
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olioes,  also,  in  reooding  from  the  ahorea  of  the  Pa^ifio ;  few  traou 
of  it  arc  lo  bo  fouud  among  the  tribes  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
Mid  after  crosaiog  the  monutains  it  diuappciirs  altogether.  Thofla 
Indians,  therefore,  about  the  heud  waters  of  tlie  Colnmbia,  and  in 
the  sohtAij  iiiountjiiu  regiuus,  viho  ore  tiiUa  tulled  PktliMds, 
nnut  not  be  supposed  to  be  chuMeteriied  by  this  defbrmitj.  It 
is  an  appelUtion  often  given  l^  the  banters  east  of  the  monntaiB 
dtsin,  to  all  the  westera  Indians,  ezoeptixg  the  Snakes. 

The  religions  belief  of  titeae  people  was  extremely  limited  tad 
ooofined ;  or  rather,  in  tH  probabili^,  their  ezplanatMnB  were  bol 
little  understood  by  thetr  Tisitors.  They  had  an  idea  of  a  ba>» 
Tolent  and  omnipotent  spirit,  th«  creator  of  all  things.  "Shag 
represent  him  as  aasaming  nrioiu  shapes  at  pleasure,  but  gen» 
rally  that  of  an  immense  bird.  He  usually  inhabits  the  sun,  bit 
occasionally  wings  his  way  through  the  aerial  regions,  and  seas 
all  that  is  doing  upon  earth.  Should  any  thing  displease  Itim,  h* 
vents  his  wrath  in  terrific  storms  and  tempests,  the  lightning  bnng 
the  flashes  of  his  eyes,  and  the  thunder  the  clapping  of  Ui 
wings.  To  propitiate  bis  favor  they  offer  to  him  annual  saorifiiM 
of  salmon  and  renison,  the  first  fruits  of  their  fishing  and  hunti^ 

Beside  this  aerial  spirit  they  believe  in  an  inferior  one,  wIm 
inhabits  the  fire,  and  of  whom  they  are  in  perpetual  dread,  tm, 
though  he  possesses  equally  the  power  of  good  and  evil,  the  evil 
is  apt  to  predominate.  They  endeavor,  therefore,  to  keep  him  la 
good  humor  by  frequent  offeringa  He  is  supposed  also  to  haw 
great  influence  with  the  winged  spirit,  their  sovereign  protector 
and  benefactor.  They  implore  bim,  therefore,  to  act  as  their 
interpreter,  and  procure  them  all  desirabable  things,  such  as  soo- 
cess  in  SshiDg  and  hunting,  abundance  of  game,  fleet  horses,  obe- 
dient wives,  and  male  children. 

These  Indians  have  likewise  their  priests,  or  oonjurera,  at 
medicine  men,  who  pretend  to  be  in  the  oonfidenoe  of  the  dtttiM^ 
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snd  the  ezponnilera  and  enforcers  of  their  vill  Bub  of  tluM 
medioiDe  men  hu  bis  idols  oarred  in  wood,  representing  the 
spirits  of  the  air  and  of  the  fire,  nnder  some  mde  and  grotesqne 
form  of  a  horse,  a  bear,  a  beaver,  or  other  qoadraped,  or  that  of 
bird  or  fieb.  Those  idols  are  hung  round  with  amulets  and 
TOtive  offerings,  snob  aa  bearers'  teeth,  and  bears'  and  eagles' 
claws. 

When  any  chief  personage  is  on  his  deatii-bed,  or  danger- 
odbI;  ill,  the  medicine  men  arc  sent  for.  Each  brings  widi  lum 
his  idols,  with  which  be  retires  into  a  canoe  to  hold  a  consulta- 
tion. As  doctors  are  prone  to  disagree,  so  these  medicine  men 
have  now  and  then  a  violent  altercation  as  to  the  maladj  of  the 
patient,  or  the  treatment  of  it.  To  settle  this  they  beat  th«r 
idols  soandly  against  each  other ;  whiaherer  first  loses  a  tooUi 
or  a  daw  is  considered  as  confuted,  and  his  votary  retires  from 
the  field. 

Polygamy  is  not  only  allowed,  but  considered  honorable,  and 
the  greater  number  of  wives  &  man  can  maintain,  the  mora  impor- 
tant is  he  in  the  eyes  of  the  tribe.  The  first  wife,  however,  takes 
rank  of  all  the  others,  and  is  considered  mistress  of  the  house. 
Still  the  domeatio  establishment  is  liable  to  jealousies  and  cabala, 
and  the  lord  and  master  has  mooh  diSonlty  in  maintaining  har- 
mony in  his  jangling  household. 

In  the  manuscript  from  which  wo  draw  many  of  these  par- 
ticnlare,  it  is  stated  that  he  who  exceeds  his  neighbors  in  tin 
number  of  his  wives,  male  children  and  slaves,  is  elected  chief  of 
the  Tillage ;  a  title  to  office  which  we  do  not  recolleot  erer  before 
to  have  met  with. 

Fends  are  frequent  among  these  tribes,  but  are  not  TSty 
deadly.  They  have  occasionally  pitched  battles,  fbnght  on  ap- 
pointed days,  and  at  specified  places,  which  are  generally  the 
banks  of  a  rivulet.     The  adverse  parties  post  thsmselvea  as  tbs 
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oppniiite  Bides  of  the  stream,  and  at  such  diatanoes  tliut  tiie  bat- 
tles often  last  a  long  while  Inpfure  any  bluod  is  shtd.  The 
number  of  killed  and  wounded  eeldoni  exceed  half  a  dozen. 
Should,  the  damage  be  equal  on  each  side,  tlio  war  is  coueidered 
u  bouorably  concluded ;  should  one  party  lose  more  than  the 
other,  it  is  entitled  to  a  compensation  in  slaves  or  other  property, 
otherwise  hostilities  are  liable  to  be  renewed  itt  a  future  day. 
They  are  much  given  also  to  predatory  inroads  into  the  terri- 
tories of  their  enemies,  and  sometimes  of  their  friendly  neigh' 
bors.  Should  they  fall  upon  a  band  of  inferior  force,  or  upon 
a  village,  weakly  defended,  they  act  with  the  ferocity  of  true 
poltroons,  slaying  all  the  men,  and  uarrying  off  the  women  aad 
children  ns  slaves.  As  to  the  property,  it  is  packed  upOQ 
horses  which  tliey  bring  with  them  for  the  purpose.  They  are 
mean  and  paltry  as  warriors,  and  altogether  inferior  in  herno 
qualities  to  the  savages  of  the  buffalo  plains  on  the  eaat  Bide  id 
the  mountains. 

A  great  portion  of  their  tjme  is  passed  in  revelry,  mnaie, 
dancing,  and  gambling.  Their  music  scarcely  deserves  the  niwfr' 
the  instniments  being  of  the  rudest  kind.  Their  singing  is  harsh 
and  discordant ;  the  songs  are  ohieflj  extempore,  relating  (o 
passing  circumstances,  the  persons  present,  or  any  trifling  objeot 
that  strikes  the  attention  of  the  singer.  They  have  several  kinda 
of  (lances,  some  of  them  lively  and  pleasing.  The  women  are 
rarely  permitted  to  dance  wi^  the  men,  but  form  groups  i^nrt, 
dancing  to  the  same  instrument  and  soug. 

They  have  a  great  passion  for  play,  and  a  variety  of  gamai. 
To  such  a  pitch  of  eicitement  are  they  sometimes  roused,  that 
they  gamble  away  every  thing  they  possess,  even  to  their  wives 
and  children.  They  are  notorious  thieves,  also,  and  proud  of 
their  dexterity.  He  who  is  frequently  successful,  gains  muoh 
applause  and  popularity ;  bat  the  olnmsy  thief,  who  is  deteottd 
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in  Bome  bungling  attempt,  is  scoffed  at  and  despised,  and  some- 
timee  severely  punisbcd. 

Such  are  a  few  leading  characteristics  of  the  natives  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Astoria.  They  appear  to  ns  inferior  to  many 
respects  to  the  tribes  east  of  the  mountains,  the  bold  roTers  of 
the  prairies ;  and  to  partake  mnch  of  the  Esqnimaax  obaracter ; 
elevated  in  some  degree  by  a  more  genial  climate,  and  more 
varied  style  of  living. 

The  habits  of  traffic  engendered  at  the  cataracta  of  the  Go- 
Inmbia,  have  had  their  iafluenoe  along  the  ooast.  The  Ohioooka 
and  other  Indians  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  soon  proved  them- 
selves keen  traders,  and  in  their  early  dealings  with  the  Aitori- 
ana,  never  hesitated  to  ask  three  times  what  they  oonaidered  the 
real  value  of  an  artiola  They  were  inquisitive,  also,  in  tiie 
extreme,  and  impertinently  intrusive ;  and  were  prone  to  indulge 
in  scoffing  and  ridicule,  at  tho  expense  of  the  strangers. 

Id  one  thing,  however,  thoy  showed  superior  judgment  and 
self-command  to  most  of  their  race ;  this  was,  in  their  abatinenoe 
from  ardent  spirits,  and  the  abhorrence  and  disgust  witii  whioh 
they  regarded  a  drunkard.  On  one  occasion,  a  son  of  Gomoomlj 
had  been  induced  to  drink  freely  at  the  botory,  and  went  home 
in  a  state  of  intoxication,  playing  all  kinds  of  mad  praoki,  until 
he  sank  into  a  stupor,  in  whioh  he  remained  for  two  days.  Tba 
old  chieftain  repaired  to  his  fl'iend,  M'Dougal,  with  indignation 
flaming  in  his  countenance,  and  bitterly  reproached  him  fer 
having  permitted  his  son  to  degrade  himself  into  a  beast,  and  to 
render  himself  an  object  of  soom  and  laughter  to  hia  slan. 
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As  the  spring  opened,  tLc  little  eeltlement  of  Astoria  vas  in  agi- 
tation, M)d  prepared  tn  send  forth  varioufl  wpeditions  Several 
important  things  were  to  be  done.  It  was  necessary  to  send  » 
supply  of  goods  to  the  trading  post  of  Mr  David  Stnart,  estab- 
lished in  the  preceding  autanin  an  the  Oakinagau.  The  cache, 
or  secret  deposit,  made  by  Mr  Hunt  at  the  Caldron  Jjinn,  wM 
likewise  to  be  visited,  and  the  merchandise  and  other  effects  left 
there,  to  be  brought  t«  Astoria.  A  third  object  of  moment  was 
to  send  dispatches  overland  to  Mr  Astur  at  New- York,  inform- 
ing him  of  tho  state  of  aSiurs  at  the  settlement,  and  the  fortones 
of  the  several  expeditions. 

The  task  of  carrying  supplies  to  Oakinag&n  was  assignsd 
to  Mr.  Robert  Stnart,  a  spirited  and  enterprising  young  man, 
nephew  to  the  one  who  had  established  the  post.  The  cache  mh 
to  be  sought  out  by  two  of  the  clerks,  named  Russell  FamhaM 
and  Donald  M'Oitles,  conducted  by  a  guide,  and  accompanied  hy 
eight  men,  to  assist  in  bringing  home  the  goods. 

As  to  the  diapatehcB,  they  were  confided  to  Mr.  John  Reed, 
the  clerk,  the  same  who  had  conducted  one  of  the  exploring 
detachments  of  Snake  River.  He  was  now  to  trace  back  his  way 
across  the  mountains  by  the  same  route  by  which  he  had  come, 
with  no  other  companions  or  escort  than  Ben  Jones,  the  Ken- 
tucky hunter,  and  two  Canadians.  As  it  was  still  hoped  that 
Mr  Crooks  might  be  in  existence,  and  that  Mr  Reed  and  bii 
party  might  meet  with  him  in  the  coarse  of  their  route,  llMj 
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were  charged  with  a.  sm&ll  supplj  of  goods  and  pravuiona,  to  aid 
that  gcntlcinan  on  hia  wny  to  Astoria. 

When  the  expedition  of  Roed  waa  made  known,  Mr.  M'Lellan 
announced  his  determination  to  accompany  it.  He  had  long 
been  diHsatiKGud  with  the  smallneaa  of  hia  interest  in  the  copart- 
nership, and  had  requested  an  additional  number  of  shares;  his 
request  not  being  complied  with,  he  resolved  to  abandon  the 
company.  M'Lellan  was  a  man  of  a  singularly  self-willed  and 
decided  character,  with  whom  persuasion  was  nselesa ;  he  was 
permitted,  therefore,  to  take  his  own  course  without  opposition. 

As  to  Roed,  he  set  about  preparing  for  his  hazardous  journey 
with  the  zcul  of  a  true  IriahmAu.  He  had  a  tin  case  made,  in 
which  the  letters  and  papers  addressed  to  Mr  Astor  were  care- 
fully soldered  up.  This  case  he  intended  to  strap  upon  his 
shoulders,  so  as  to  bear  it  about  with  him,  sleeping  and  waking, 
in  all  changes  and  chances,  by  land  or  by  water,  and  nerer  to 
part  with  it  but  with  hia  life  I 

As  the  route  of  these  several  parties  would  be  the  same  for 
nearly  four  hundred  milea  up  the  Columbia,  and  within  that 
distance  would  lie  through  the  piratical  pass  of  the  rapids,  and 
among  the  freebooting  tribes  of  the  river,  it  was  thought  advisa- 
ble  to  start  about  the  some  time,  and  to  keep  together.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  22d  of  March,  they  all  set  off,  to  the  nnmber  of 
seventeen  men,  in  two  canoes ; — and  here  we  cannot  but  panae  to 
notice  the  hardihood  of  these  several  expeditions,  so  insignificant 
in  point  of  force,  and  severally  destined  to  travenio  immense  wil- 
dernesses, where  larger  parties  had  experienced  so  much  danger 
and  distresa.  When  rccruita  were  aought  in  the  preceding  year 
among  experienced  hunters  and  voyageurs  at  Montreal  and  St. 
Louis,  it  was  considered  dangerous  to  attempt  to  cross  the  Rooky 
Mountains  with  less  than  sixty  men  ;  and  yet  here  we  find  Beed 
ready  to  push  hia  way  across  those  barriers  with  merely  thrM 


Dompaaions,  Sach  is  the  fcarleaaness,  the  insenaibillty  ta  dan- 
ger, which  lucQ  Bccjuire  bj  the  habitude  of  coastant  risk.  The 
mind,  like  tho  body,  becomes  callous  bj  exposure. 

The  little  associated  band  proceeded  up  the  river,  under  the 
cominaud  of  Mr,  Robert  Stuurt,  aod  arrived  early  in  the  month 
of  April  at  the  Long  Narrows,  that  notorious  plundering  plaoe- 
Hcro  it  was  necessary  to  unload  the  canoes,  and  to  transport 
both  them  and  their  cargoes  to  the  head  of  the  Narrows  by  land. 
Their  party  was  too  few  in  number  for  tlie  purpose.  They  were 
obliged,  therefore,  to  seek  tho  assifitanco  of  the  Cathlasoo  Indians, 
who  undertook  to  curry  the  goods  on  their  horaes.  Forward 
then  they  set,  the  Indians  with  their  horses  well  freighted,  and 
the  first  load  convoyed  by  Reed  and  fivo  men,  well  armed ;  the 
gallant  Irishman  striding  along  at  the  bead,  with  bis  tin  case  of 
dispatches  glittering  on  his  back.  In  passing,  however,  through 
a  rocky  and  intrieute  ilefilc,  some  of  the  freebooling  vagrants 
turned  ihcjr  horses  up  a  narrow  palli  and  galloped  off,  carrying 
with  them  two  bales  of  goods,  and  a  number  of  smaller  articles, 
Tu  follow  them  was  useless ;  indeed,  it  was  with  much  ado  that 
the  convoy  got  into  port  with  the  residue  of  the  cargoes ;  for 
some  of  the  guards  were  pillaged  of  their  knives  and  pocket 
handkerchiefs,  and  the  loatroaa  tin  case  of  Mr.  John  Reed  wu 
in  imminent  jeopardy, 

Mr  Stuarl  heard  of  these  depredations,  and  hastened  forward 
to  the  relief  of  the  convoy,  but  could  not  roach  thorn  before  dunk, 
by  which  time  they  had  arrived  at  the  village  of  Wiah'ram, 
already  noted  for  its  great  fishery,  and  the  knavish  propensitiea 
of  its  inliabitants.  Here  they  found  themselves  benighted  in  % 
strange  place,  and  surrounded  by  savages  bent  on  pilfering,  if 
not  upon  open  robbery.  Not  knowing  what  active  course  to  take, 
they  remained  under  arms  all  night,  without  closing  an  eye,  and 
at  the  very  first  peep  of  dawn,  when  objects  were  yet  boaim 
15» 
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visible,  every  thing  «u  hastily  embarked,  and,  widxntt  ■ 
to  recover  die  stolen  effeets,  they  pushed  off  ftom  shore ;  "  gtsd 
to  bid  adieu,"  u  they  said,  "to  this  aboraioable  nest  of  mt>- 
ereants." 

The  worthies  of  Wish-ram,  however,  were  not  disposed  to 
put  so  easily  with  their  visitorB.  Their  cupidity  had  been 
quickened  by  the  plunder  which  they  had  already  taken,  and 
their  confidence  increased  by  the  impnnity  with  which  their 
outrage  had  passed.  Tbey  resolved,  therefore,  to  take  farther 
toll  of  the  travellers,  and,  if  possible,  to  captnre  the  tin  cue  of 
dispatfibes ;  which  ebiniag  conspicuously  from  a&r,  and  being 
guarded  by  John  Reed  with  such  especial  care,  must,  u  thflj 
supposed,  be  "  a  great  medicine." 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Stuart,  and  his  comrades  had  not  proceeded 
hx  in  the  canoes,  when  they  beheld  the  whole  rabble  of  Wish-ram 
stringing  in  groups  along  the  bank,  whooping  and  yelUuj^  ftud 
gibbering  in  their  wild  jargon,  and  when  they  landed  below  the 
falls,  they  were  surrounded  by  upwards  of  four  hundred  of  theoo 
river  ruffians,  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  war  clubs,  and  othtr 
savage  weapons.  Tlieso  now  pressed  forward,  with  offers  to 
carry  the  canoes  and  effects  up  the  portage.  Mr.  Stuart  declined 
forwarding  the  goods,  alleging  the  lateness  of  the  hour;  bnt,  to 
keep  them  in  good  humor,  informed  tliem,  that,  if  they  conduoted 
themselves  well,  their  offered  HcrviccH  might  probably  be  accepted 
in  the  morning ;  in  the  meanwhile,  Le  suggested  that  tbey  might 
carry  up  the  canoes.  They  accordingly  set  off  with  the  two 
canoes  on  their  shoulders,  accompanied  by  a  guard  of  eight  men 
well  armed. 

When  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  falls,  the  mischievous  spirit 
of  the  savages  broke  out,  and  tbey  were  on  the  point  of  destroy- 
ing the  canoes,  doubtless  with  a  view  to  impede  the  white  m«n 
from  carrying  forward  their  goods,  and  laying  them  open  to  flt^ 
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thtt  pUfanog.  Ttue;  wwa  vtM  •nut  diffipul^  pnvf&tod  ^m^ 
ooninitting  thu  ontnge  I9  Um  interferanoe  of  an  old  mui,  ^fa^ 
a{q)eued  to  ham  Milhority  anoog  them ;  and,  in  oonaeqaeaoe  at 
Ida  harangue,  the  whide  of  the  boetile  band,  with  the  ezoeptiof 
of  abont  fifty,  oroaaed  to  the  sorth  aide  of  the  rirBr,  when  they 
lay  in  wait,  ready  for  farther  miwiKiHf 

In  the  meaBtime,  Mr.  Stuart,  who  had  remained  at  tha  fbo* 
of  the  falla  with  the  gooda,  and  who  knew  that  the  pniffuW 
aaaiatanoe  of  the  s:iia^<.-^  vaa  oulj  for  the  purpu:^e  of  having  %a 
(fportimitj  to  pluuUiT,  detonuined,  if  possible,  lo  steal  »  march 
apoo  them,  and  dufcat  iheir  mac  bin  alio  ds.  Id  the  dead  of  the 
night,  therefore,  nb-iut  one  o'olook,  the  mooa  shiniog  brightly,  he 
roused  his  party,  uiid  proposed  that  they  should  endeaTUr  to 
teaueport  the  goo-U  iheuiaekei.  above  tbe  falls,  before  the  Bleep- 
ing Kavages  could  be  aware  of  their  opentiona.  All  handa^sptai^ 
to  the  work  with  teal,  and  hiuxied  it  on  in  the  hope  of  getting 
all  over  before  daylight.  Hr.  Stoart  went  forward  with  tbe  firat 
loads,  aod  took  hia  station  at  the  bead  of  the  portage,  while  Miv 
Beed  and  Mr.  M'Lellan  rentained  at  the  foot  to  fbrward  Utt 
remainder. 

The  day  dawned  before  the  transportation  was  completed. 
Some  of  the  fifty  Indiana  who  had  remained  on  the  aonth  aide  of 
the  rirer,  perceived  what  was  going  on,  and,  feeling  themseWea 
too  weak  for  bd  attack,  gave  the  alarm  to  those  on  the  oppoaite 
side,  upwards  of  a  hundred  of  whom  embarked  in  several  laige 
canoes  Two  loads  of  goods  yet  remained  to  be  bronght  up.  Mr. 
Stuart  dispatched  some  of  the  people  for  one  of  the  loads,  intit 
a  re<|DeHt  to  Mr.  Reed  to  retain  with  him  as  many  men  as  he 
thought  necessary  to  guard  the  remaining  load,  as  he  sospectA 
hostile  intentions  on  the  part  of  the  Indians.  Mr.  Reed,  how- 
ever, refused  to  retain  any  of  them,  saying  that  M'Lellan  and 
himself  were  sufficient  to  protect  the  small  quantity  that  n 
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The  men  Mcordinglf  departed  with  the  load,  while  Keed  «ihI 
H'LellftQ  conUnned  to  mount  guard  over  the  raaidue.  By  thia 
time,  a  number  of  the  canoee  had  arrived  from  the  opposite  rids. 
Ae  tboy  approached  the  shore,  the  unlucky  tin  box  of  John  Beed, 
shining  afar  like  the  brilliant  helmet  of  Enryalua,  caught  their 
eyes.  -  No  sooner  did  the  canoes  touch  the  shore,  than  they  leaped 
forward  on  the  rocks,  set  up  a  war-whoop,  and  sprang  forward  to 
secure  the  glittering  price.  Mr.  M'Lellan,  who  was  at  the  river 
bank,  Bdvanccd  to  guard  the  goods,  when  one  of  the  savagee  at- 
tempted to  lioodwiuk  him  with  his  buffalo  robe  with  one  hand,  and 
to  stab  iiim  with  the  other,  M'Lellan  sprang  back  just  tkt  enough 
to  avoid  the  blow,  and  raising  his  riBe,  shot  the  rufiao  throng 
the  heart. 

In  the  meantime,  Rccd,  who  with  the  want  of  forethought  of 
an  Iriahraan,  had  neglected  to  remove  the  leathern  cover  tnm 
the  lock  of  his  rifle,  was  fumbling  at  the  fastenings,  when  he  ro- 
ceivcd  a  blow  on  the  bead  with  a  war  club  that  laid  him  senceten 
on  the  ground.  In  a  twinkling  he  was  stripped  of  hia  rifle  and 
pistols,  and  the  tin  box,  the  cause  of  all  this  onslaught,  was  bome 
off  in  triumph. 

At  this  critical  juncture,  Mr.  Stuart,  who  had  heard  the  war- 
whoop,  hastened  to  the  scene  of  action  with  Ben  Jones,  and  eeven 
others  of  tlic  men.  When  he  arrived,  Beed  was  weltering  in  hia 
blood,  and  an  Indian  standing  over  him  and  about  to  dispatch 
him  with  a  tomahawk.  Stuart  gave  the  word,  when  Ben  Jonea 
levelled  hia  riSe,  and  shot  the  miscreant  on  the  spot  The  men 
then  gave  a  cheer,  and  charged  upon  the  main  body  of  the 
savages,  who  took  to  instant  flight.  Reed  was  now  raised  from 
the  ground,  and  borne  senseless  and  bleeding  to  the  upper  end 
of  the  portage.  Preparations  were  made  to  lannoh  the  oaooM 
and  embark  all  in  haste,  when  it  was  found  that  they  wer*  too 
leaky  to  be  put  iu  the  water,  and  that  the  oars  had  beaB  Uft  «l 
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llie  font  of  Ibe  falls.  A  eoene  of  eonfuiiioii  noir  ensued.  Tbe 
iTidiaoa  were  nhooplDg  and  yelling,  ond  nmning  alioot  like 
fiends  A  panic  seticd  npon  the  men.  at  being  thus  euddenlj 
obecked,  tbe  bearte  uf  Bome  of  tbs  OuudiBiiB  died  widiin  tlie^ 
and  two  young  men  Bctiuily  fiunted  vny.  The  moment  th^ 
recovered  tbeir  senMS,  Hr.  Btaart  ordered  tbat  they  ahonld  ba 
deprived  of  their  ttrms,  their  imder  guments  taken  o^  and  thai 
a  piece  of  cloth  shoold  be  tied  roond  their  waiitB,  in  imitatum  at 
a  sqoaw ;  an  Indian  pnniahment  for  oowardioQ.  Thna  eqnii^Md, 
they  were  stowed  away  among  tbe  gooda  in  one  of  the  canoaa. 
This  Indicroos  affair  excited  the  mirth  of  the  bolder  spirita,  ersi 
in  the  midst  of  their  perils,  and  ronaed  the  pride  of  the  waTer- 
iog.  The  ladians  having  crossed  back  sgun  to  the  north  rid^ 
order  was  restored,  some  of  tbe  hands  were  s«it  back  for  the 
oars,  others  set  to  work  to  oalk  and  lannch  the  canoes,  and  in  • 
little  while  all  were  embarked  and  were  continning  their  voy^e 
along  the  sonthem  shore. 

No  sooner  had  they  departed,  than  the  Indians  returned  tn 
the  scene  of  action,  bore  off*  their  two  comrades,  who  had  been 
shot,  one  of  whom  was  still  living,  and  returned  to  their  village. 
Here  they  killed  two  horses ;  and  drank  the  hot  blood  to  give 
fierceness  to  their  courage.  They  painted  and  arrayed  themselTea 
hidenusly  for  battle ;  performed  the  dead  dance  round  the  slain, 
and  raisod  the  war  song  of  vengeance.  Then  mounting  th«r 
hor'<es,  lo  the  number  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  bran- 
dishing their  weapons,  they  set  off  along  the  northern  bank  of 
the  river,  to  get  ahead  of  the  canoes,  tie  in  wait  for  them,  and 
take  a  terrible  revenge  on  the  white  men. 

They  succeeded  in  getting  some  distance  above  the  caooea 
vriihout  being  discovered,  and  were  crossing  the  river  to  poet 
themselves  on  the  side  along  which  the  white  men  were  coasting, 
when  they  were  fortunately  descried.     H^  Stuart  and  hia  eotn- 
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pBnioDfl  wera  unmedintely  on  the  alert.  Aa  thcnf  dr«ir  near  to 
the  plioe  where  tiie  aavagea  had  oroased,  thej  obaerred  then 
posted  among  steep  and  overhanging  rooks,  close  along  whioh,  tba 
panoes  wonld  have  to  pass.  Finding  that  the  enemy  had  tha 
advautBge  of  the  ground,  the  whites  stopped  short  when  within 
five  hundred  yards  of  tbem,  and  discharged  and  leloaded  thmr 
pieces.  They  then  made  a  fire,  and  dreseed  the  wonnds  of  Mr. 
Beed,  who  had  reoeiTed  five  severe  gashes  in  the  head.  This 
being  done,  they  laahed  the  canoes  together,  fastened  them  to  a 
rook  at  a  small  distance  from  the  shore,  and  there  awuted  the 
menaced  attack. 

They  had  not  been  long  posted  in  this  manner,  when  they  saw 
a  canoe  approaohing.  It  contained  the  war-chief  of  the  tribe,  and 
three  of  his  principal  warriors.  He  drew  near,  and  made  a  long 
harangue,  in  which  be  informed  them  that  they  had  killed  one 
and  wounded  another  of  his  nation ;  that  the  relatbns  of  the 
slain  cried  out  for  vengeance,  and  he  had  been  compelled  to  lead 
thora  to  fight  Still  he  wished  to  spare  unnecessary  bloodshed, 
he  proposed,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Reed,  who,  he  observed,  was  lit- 
tle better  than  a  dead  man,  might  be  given  np  to  be  saorifioed  to 
the  manes  of  the  deceased  warrior.  This  would  appease  the  fury 
of  his  friends ;  the  hatchet  would  then  be  buried,  and  all  thenee- 
forward  would  be  friends.  The  answer  was  a  stem  refusal  and  a 
defiance,  and  the  war-chief  saw  that  the  canoes  were  well  pre- 
pared for  a  vigorous  defence.  He  withdrew,  therefore,  and  re- 
turning to  his  warrioFH  among  the  rocks  held  long  deliberationa. 
Blood  for  blood  is  a  principle  in  Indian  equity  and  Indian  honor ; 
but  though  the  inhabitants  of  Wish-ram  were  men  of  war,  they 
were  likewise  men  of  traffic,  and  it  was  suggested  that  honor  for 
once  might  give  way  to  profit.  A  negotiation  was  aooordingly 
opened  with  the  white  men,  and  after  some  diplomacy,  tha  matter 
was  compromised  for  a  blanket  to  cover  the  dead,  and  aomt  t»- 
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Wceo  to  be  Hinoked  bj  the  living.  Tbis  being  granted,  tbe  becoee 
ot  Wisb-nun  oroosod  the  tinr  onoa  mor«,  retntued  to  their  ijJr, 
U^  to  feut  upon  tlu  borsw  wboM  blood  they  fakd  ao  vtor- 
glorioiul;  dinnk,  Bad  the  tnTellen  pnnoed  their  royage  witho«t. 
futber  moleatktion. 

The  tin  oue,  howerw,  oontuning  the  importuit  diB|Hiteh«a. 
for  New- York,  wu  irretrievmbly  loet ;  the  verj  preoantion  tak«« 
bj  the  worthy  Hibemiui  to  aeoare  bia  miaaivea,  had,  by  re«d«ei 
iog  them  oonapioaoos,  produeed  their  robbery.  The  object «( 
bis  overland  journey,  therefore,  bung  defeated,  be  gave  up  thf 
expedition.  The  whole  par^  repaired  with  Hr.  Kobert  Stnart 
to  the  estabUehment  of  Hr.  David  Stnart,  on  the  Oaldnagaa 
River.  After  remaining  here  two  or  three  days,  they  all  set  ont  oa 
their  return  to  Astoria,  accompanied  by  Hr.  David  Stuart.  Tiuf 
geotleman  bad  a  large  quantity  of  beaver  skins  at  his  eatablish- 
ment,  but  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  take  them  with  him,  fearini; 
the  levy  of  "  black  mail"  at  the  fidle. 

On  tbeir  way  down,  when  below  the  forks  of  the  Columbia 
they  were  hailed  one  day  from  the  shore  in  English.  Look- 
ing around,  they  descried  two  wretched  men,  entirely  naked. 
They  pulled  to  shore ;  the  men  oame  up  and  made  tbemselvw 
known.  They  proved  to  be  Ur.  Crooks  and  his  futhful  follower, 
John  Day. 

The  reader  will  recollect  that  Mr  Crooks,  with  Day  and  four 
CanadiauH,  bad  been  so  reduced  by  famine  and  fatigue,  that  Ur. 
Hunt  was  obliged  to  leave  them,  in  the  month  of  December,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Snake  River.  Tbeir  situation  was  the  more 
critical,  a§  tbey  were  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  band  of  Shosho- 
nies,  whose  horses  had  been  forcibly  seised  by  Hr.  Hunt's  party 
for  provisioDS.  Mr.  Crooks  remained  here  twenty  days,  detained 
by  the  extremely  reduced  state  of  John  Day,  who  was  utterly 
nnable  to  travel,  and  whom  he  wontd  not  abandon,  as  Day  had 


been  in  hia  employ  on  the  Missouri,  and  had  alnya  proved  him- 
self  moat  fiiithftil.  Fortunately  the  Shoehonies  did  not  offer  to 
ffloleet  them.  The;  had  never  before  Been  white  men,  and  seemed 
to  entertain  some  superstitiona  with  regard  to  them,  for,  thon^ 
they  would  encamp  near  them  in  the  daytime,  they  would  more 
off  with  their  tents  in  the  night ;  and  finally  disappeared,  witlioat 
taking  leave. 

When  Day  was  sufficiently  recovered  to  travel,  they  kept 
feebly  on,  sustaining  themselves  aa  well  as  they  oonld,  until  in 
tbo  month  of  February,  when  three  of  the  Canadians,  fearful  of 
perishing  with  want,  left  Mr.  Croolu  on  a  small  river,  on  the 
road  by  which  Mr.  Hunt  had  passed  in  quest  of  Indians.  Mr. 
Creoles  followed  Mr.  Hunt's  track  iu  the  snow  for  several  days,  * 
sleeping  as  usual  in  the  open  air,  and  suffering  all  kinds  of  hard- 
ships. At  length,  coming  to  a  low  prairie,  he  lost  every  ap- 
pearance of  the  ''  trail,"  and  wandered  during  the  remainder  of, 
the  winter  io  the  mountains,  subsisting  sometimes  on  horse  meat, 
sometimes  on  beavers  and  their  skina,  and  a  part  of  the  time 

About  tbe  last  of  March,  the  other  Canadian  gave  oat,  and 
was  left  with  a  lodge  of  Shoshonics  ;  hut  Mr.  Crooks  and  John 
Day  still  kept  on,  and  finding  the  snow  sufficiently  diminiahed, 
undertook,  from  Indian  iuforniation,  to  cross  the  last  moantatn 
ridge.  They  happily  succeeded,  and  afterwards  fell  in  with  the 
Wallah- WalUhs,  a  tribe  of  Indians  inhabiting  the  banka  of  a 
river  of  the  same  name,  and  reputed  as  being  frank,  hospitable 
and  sincere.  They  proved  worthy  of  the  character,  for  they 
received  the  poor  wanderers  kindly,  killed  a  horse  for  them  to 
eat,  and  directed  them  on  their  way  to  the  Columbia.  They 
struck  the  river  about  the  middle  of  April,  and  advanced  down 
it  one  hundred  miles,  until  they  came  within  about  twenty  miles 
of  the  falls. 
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Here  they  met  tritL  some  of  the  "  cbivnlry  "  of  that  not*d 
pass,  who  received  them  in  s  friendly  way.  and  set  food  before 
them  ;  hut,  while  they  were  salisfyiap  their  hanger,  per£dions1y 
Bcited  their  rifles  They  then  stripped  them  naked,  and  drore 
them  off,  refusing  the  entreaties  of  Hr.  Crooka  for  a  flint  and 
steel  of  which  they  had  robbed  him ;  and  threatening  his  lifb  if 
he  did  not  instantly  depart. 

In  this  forlorn  plight,  still  worse  off  than  before,  they  re- 
newed their  wanderings.  Th^  now  sought  to  find  their  way 
back  to  the  boBpitable  Wallah-Wallahs,  and  had  adTanoed  eighty 
miles  along  the  river,  when  fortunately,  on  the  Tery  morning  that 
they  were  going  to  leave  the  Colnmbia,  and  strike  inland,  the 
canoes  of  >f  r  Stuart  hove  in  sight 

It  is  needless  to  describe  the  joy  of  these  poor  men  al  onoe 
more  finding  themselves  among  countrymen  and  friends,  or  of 
the  honest  and  hearty  welcome  with  which  they  were  received  hj 
their  fellow  adventurers.  The  whole  party  now  continued  down 
the  river,  passed  all  the  dangerous  places  without  interraption, 
and  arrived  safely  at  Astoria  on  the  1 1th  of  Hay. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

HaVino  traced  the  fortunes  of  the  two  expeditions  hj  lea  and 
land  t«  the  month  of  the  Columhia,  and  presented  a  Tiew  of  afbin 
at  Astoria,  we  will  return  for  a  moment  to  the  master  spirit  of 
tlie  enterprise,  who  regulated  the  springs  of  Astoria,  at  hia  resi- 
dence in  New-York. 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  a  part  of  the  plan  of  Mr.  Astor  was 
to  farniah  the  Rusaian  fur  estabtiahment  on  the  northwest  coast 
with  regular  supplies,  so  as  to  render  it  independent  of  those 
casual  vessels  which  cut  up  the  trade  and  snpplied  the  iiatiTea 
«-ith  arms.  This  plan  had  been  countenanced  b;  bur  own  gov- 
ernment, and  likewise  hj  Count  Pahlen,  the  Russian  minister  at 
Washington.  As  its  views,  however,  were  important  and  exten- 
sive, and  might  eventually  affcet  a  wide  course  of  commerce,  Mr. 
Astor  was  desirous  of  establishing  a  complete  arrangement  on 
the  subject  with  the  Russian  American  Fur  Company,  under  tbo 
sanction  of  the  Russian  government.  For  this  purpose,  in  March, 
18 II,  he  dispatched  a  confidential  agent  to  St.  Petersburgfa,  fully 
empowered  to  enter  into  the  requisite  negotiations.  A  passage 
was  given  to  this  gentleman  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  John  Adams,  one  of  its  armed  vessels,  bound  to  a 
European  port. 

The  next  step  of  Mr.  Astor  was,  to  dispatch  the  annual  ship 
contemplated  on  his  general  plan.  He  had  as  yet  heard  nothing 
of  the  success  of  the  previous  expeditions,  and  had  to  prooeod 
upon  the  presumption  that  every  thing  had  been  effected  acoord- 
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ing  to  his  instruelinns  Ho  accordingly  filted  out  a  fine  slip  of 
four  hundred  and  muiiiy  Urns,  culliiii  tlm  liiuirer,  uid  ijuigliUid 
ber  with  a  vsliuble  nrga  destined  for  the  batoij,  at  the  montli 
of  the  Columbia,  the  trade  along  the  coast,  and  the  snppl;  ot  the 
Bossian  establishment  In  this  ship,  embarked  a  reinforcement, 
consistbg  of  a  partner,  five  clerka,  fifteen  American  laborers,  asd 
six  Canadian  Toyagenrs.  In  ohoosing  his  agents  for  his  first  ex- 
pediUon,  Mr.  Astor  had  b«ea  obliged  to  have  reconne  to  Britidi 
subjectH  experienced  in  the  Canadian  fiir  trade ;  henceforth  it  nm 
his  intention,  as  much  as  poasibb,  to  selaet  Americana,  so  as  to 
secure  an  ascendency  of  Amwioan  inflamoo  in  Uie  managenuoA 
of  tlie  company,  and  to  make  it  decidedly  nationaL 

Accordingly,  Mr.  John  Clarke,  the  partner,  who  took  tiie 
lead  in  the  present  expedition,  was  a  native  of  the  United 
Stales,  thoagb  he  bad  passed  mnoh  of  his  life  In  the  norlbwcMt, 
having  been  employed  in  the  fur  trade  since  Uie  age  of  sixlMn. 
Most  of  the  clerks  were  Toosg  gentlemen  of  good  connectioM 
in  the  American  cities,  some  of  whom  embarked  in  the  bopv 
of  gain,  others  through  the  mere  spirit  of  adventure  incident 
to  youth. 

The  iuBtructiona  given  by  Mr.  Astor  to  Captain  Sowle,  the 
commander  of  the  Beaver,  were,  in  some  respects,  bypotheUcal, 
in  consequence  of  the  uncertainty  resting  upon  the  previoas  at^s 
of  the  cnlerprise. 

He  was  to  touch  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  inquire  about  the 
fortuncR  of  the  Tonquin,  and  whether  an  establishment  bad  been 
formed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia.  If  so,  bo  was  to  take  as 
many  Sandwich  Islanders  as  bis  ship  would  accommodate,  and 
proceed  thither.  On  arriving  at  the  river,  he  was  to  observe  great 
caution,  for  even  if  an  establishment  should  have  been  formed,  it 
might  have  fallen  into  hostile  hands.  He  was,  therefore,  to  pnt 
in  as  if  by  casualty  or  distress,  to  give  himself  out  as  a  coasting 
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trader,  and  to  sa;  DOthiog  about  his  ship  being  ovned  hjMr. 
Astor,  until  he  had  ascertained  that  every  thing  iraa  right.  Ib 
that  (^ase,  he  was  to  land  Bach  part  of  his  cargo  as  was  intended 
for  the  establishment,  and  to  proceed  to  New  Archangel  with 
the  supplies  intended  for  the  Russian  post  at  that  place,  where 
he  could  receive  peltries  in  payment  With  these  he  was  to 
return  to  Astoria  ;  take  in  the  furs  collected  there,  and,  having 
completed  his  cargo  by  trading  along  the  coast,  was  to  proceed 
to  Cunton.  The  captain  received  the  same  injunctions  that  had 
been  given  to  Captain  Thorn  of  the  Tonquin,  of  great  caution 
and  circumspection  in  his  intercourse  with  the  natives,  and 
that  lie  should  not  permit  more  than  one  or  two  to  be  on  board 

The  Dtaver  sailed  from  New-York  on  the  10th  of  October, 
181 1,  and  reached  the  Sandwich  Islands  without  any  occnrrenoe 
of  moment.  Here  a  rumor  was  heard  of  the  disastrous  fate  of 
the  Tonquin.  Deep  solicitude  was  felt  by  every  one  on  board 
for  the  fate  of  both  expeditions,  by  sea  and  land.  Doubts  were 
entertained  whether  any  eetablishmcut  had  been  formed  at  the 
moutli  of  the  Columbia,  or  whether  any  of  the  company  wonld 
be  fouod  there.  After  much  deliberation,  the  captain  took 
twelve  Sandwich  Islanders  on  board,  for  the  aervioe  of  the 
factory,  should  there  be  one  in  csiHtenoe,  and  proceeded  on  his 
voyage. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  he  arrived  off  the  mouth  of  the  Colom- 
bia, and  running  aa  near  as  possible,  fired  two  sign&l-gnnB.  No 
answer  was  returned,  nor  was  there  any  signal  to  be  deaeried. 
Night  coming  on,  the  ship  stood  out  to  sea,  and  every  heairt 
drooped  as  the  land  faded  away.  On  the  following  morning  they 
again  ran  in  within  four  miles  of  the  shore,  and  fired  other  signal 
guns,  but  still  without  reply.  A  boat  was  then  dispatched,  to 
sound  the  channel,  and  attempt  an  entrance  ;  but  returned  witk- 
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Mt  B'o.ceeaa,  there  being  a  tremendous  swell,  tad  bre&korv.  Sig- 
nal guns  were  fired  again  in  the  evening,  but  ctgnaUy  in  vain, 
and  once  moro  the  ship  stood  off  to  aea  fur  the  night.  The  cap- 
tun  now  g4ve  np  all  hope  at  finding  any  MtabUahment  ftt  th* 
place,  and  indnlged  in  the  moat  gloomy  iqiprehanaiona.  Ha 
fisared  Us  predeceason  had  been  maaaaored  before  th«y  had 
reached  tbeir  place  of  deatination  ;  or  if  they  ahould  have  erected 
a  factory,  that  it  had  been  snrprioed  and  destroyed  1^  the 

In  this  moment  of  doubt  and  nnoertainty,  Hr.  Clarke  ao- 
noanced  hia  determination,  in  case  of  the  worst,  to  foond  an 
establishment  with  the  present  party,  and  all  hands  bravely  en- 
gaged to  stand  by  him  in  the  undertaking.  The  next  morning 
the  ship  stood  in  for  the  third  time,  and  fired  three  signal  guns, 
but  with  little  hope  of  reply.  To  the  great  joy  of  the  crew,  three 
distinct  guns  were  heard  in  answer.  The  apprebensioDS  of  all 
but  Captain  Sowle  were  now  at  rest.  That  cautions  commander 
recollected  the  instrnctionfl  given  him  by  Hr.  Aator,  and  deter- 
mined to  proceed  with  great  circnmspection.  He  was  well  aware 
of  Indian  treachery  and  cunning.  It  was  not  impossible,  he  ob- 
served, that  these  cannon  might  have  been  fired  by  the  savagea 
themselves.  They  might  have  anrprised  the  fort,  massacred  its 
inmates  ;  and  these  signal  gnns  might  only  be  decoys  to  lure  him 
across  tbc  bar,  that  they  might  have  a  chance  of  cutting  him  off, 
and  seizing  hia  vcfiset. 

At  length  a  white  flag  was  descried  hoisted  as  a  signal  on 
Cape  Disappointment.  The  paasesgcrB  pointed  to  it  in  triumph, 
but  the  captain  did  not  yet  dismiss  his  donbts.  A  beacon  fire 
blazed  through  the  night  on  the  same  place,  but  the  captain 
observed  that  all  these  signab  might  be  treacherous. 

On  the  following  morning,  May  9th,  the  vessel  came  to 
anchor  off  Cape  Disappointment,  outside  of  the  bar.     Towards 


noon  an  Indian  canoe  was  seen  making  for  the  ship,  and  all 
hands  were  ordered  to  be  on  the  alert.  A  few  moments  dt«r- 
mrds,  a  barge  was  perceived  following  the  canoe.  The  hopes 
and  fears  of  those  on  board  of  the  ship  were  in  tumoltnoos 
agitation,  as  the  boat  drew  nigh  that  was  to  let  them  know  tbs 
fortunes  of  the  enterprise,  and  the  fate  of  their  predec 
The  captain,  who  was  haunted  with  the  idea  of  possible  t 
did  not  suffer  his  cnriositj  to  get  the  better  of  his  caution,  bnt 
ordered  a  party  of  his  men  under  arms,  to  receive  the  visitors. 
The  canoe  came  first  alongside,  in  which  were  Comoomlj  and 
sir  Indians ;  in  the  barge  were  M'Bougal,  M'LeUan,  and  eight 
Canadians,  A  little  conversation  with  these  gentlemen  diapellad 
all  the  captain's  fears,  and  the  Bearer  crossing  the  bar  onder 
their  pilotage,  anchored  safely  in  Baker's  Ba;. 
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CHAPTER  XLin. 

Tbe  arriTsl  of  tlie  Beaver  wHh  %  rrinforoement  ftnd  nipplla^ 
gKve  new  life  knd  rigor  to  kfUn  at  Aatori&.  Hose  were  menu 
for  extending  the  operationB  of  the  esttkbliBhment,  and  finmdii^ 
interior  trading  posts.  Two  parties  were  immediately  set  oil 
foot  to  proceed  eererallj  under  Ae  command  of  Heeere.  H'Kenm 
and  Clarke,  and  eetablisb  poets  above  die  forka  of  the  ColnmlA^ 
at  points  where  most  rivalrj  and  opposition  were  apprdiended 
from  tlie  Northwest  Company. 

A  third  party,  headed  by  Mr.  David  Stnart,  was  to  repair 
with  Hupplies  to  the  post  of  that  gentleman  on  the  Oakinagan. 
In  addition  to  these  expeditions,  a  fourth  was  necessary  to  conv^ 
dispatches  to  Mr.  Aator,  at  New  York,  in  place  of  those  unfor- 
tunately lost  by  John  Reed.  The  safe  conveyance  of  these  dis- 
patches were  highly  important,  as  by  them  Hr.  Astor  wooM 
receive  an  account  of  the  state  of  the  fiuitory,  and  regulate  hit 
Tciuforeements  and  supplies  accordingly.  The  mission  was  one 
of  peril  and  hardship,  and  required  a  man  of  nerve  and  vigor. 
It  was  coDfided  to  Robert  Stuart,  who,  though  he  had  never  been 
across  the  mountains,  and  a  very  young  man,  had  given  proofs  of 
his  competency  to  the  task.  Four  tmsty  and  well-tried  men, 
who  had  come  over  land  in  Mr.  Hunt's  expedition,  were  given  aa 
his  guides  and  hunters.  These  were  Ben  Jones  and  John  Day, 
the  Kcntuckiaos,  and  Andri  Vallar  and  Francis  Le  Clerc,  Cans* 
diaus.  Mr.  M'LcUan  again  expressed  bis  determination  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  retomiDg  to  tho  Atlantis  States.    In  this  Im 


WM  joined  hj  Mr.  Crooks,  who,  notwitbstanding  all  that  h»  hsd 
suffered  in  the  diam&l  journey  of  the  preceding  winter,  wu  readj 
to  retrace  his  steps  and  brave  every  danger  and  hardship,  rather 
than  remain  at  Astoria.  This  little  handful  of  adventurous  in«n 
we  propose  to  accompany  in  its  long  and  perilous  prercgrinatioiu. 

The  several  parties  we  have  mentioned  all  set  off  in  company 
on  the  29th  of  Jnno,  under  a  salnte  of  cannon  from  the  fort 
They  were  to  keep  together,  for  mutual  protoctioo,  through  the 
piratical  passes  of  the  river,  and  to  separate,  on  their  different 
destinations,  at  the  forks  of  the  Columbia.  Their  number,  col- 
lectively, was  nearly  sixty,  consisting  of  partners  and  olerks, 
Canadian  vojageurs,  Sandwich  Islanders,  and  American  hnnt- 
ers ;  and  they  embarked  in  two  barges  and  ten  canoes. 

They  had  scarcely  got  under  way,  when  John  Bay,  the  Ken- 
tucky hunter,  became  restless  and  uneasy,  and  extremely  way- 
ward in  his  deportment.  This  caused  surprise,  for  in  general  hs 
was  remarkable  for  his  cheerful,  manly  deportment  It  ma  sup- 
posed that  the  recollection  of  past  sufferings  might  haraaa  his 
mind  in  undertaking  to  retrace  the  scenes  where  they  had  been 
experienced.  As  the  expedition  advanced,  however,  his  agitation 
increased.  He  began  to  talk  wildly  and  incoherently,  and  to 
show  manifest'  symptoms  of  derangement. 

Mr.  Crooks  now  informed  his  companions  that  in  his  desolate 
wandcringH  through  the  Snake  River  country  during  the  pre- 
ceding winter,  in  which  ho  had  been  accompanied  by  John  Day, 
the  poor  fellow's  wits  had  been  partially  unsettled  by  the  mffer- 
ings  and  horrors  through  which  they  had  passed,  and  he  doubted 
whether  they  had  ever  been  restored  to  perfect  sanity.  It  was 
still  hoped  that  this  agitation  of  spirit  might  pass  away  as  thej 
proceeded  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  grew  more  and  more  TioleDt 
His  comrades  endeavored  to  divert  his  mind  and  to  draw  him 
into  rational  conversation,  but  he  only  became  the  more  k 
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r&tiMl,  utieriug  irild  and  incoLcront  ravings.  The  lii^lit  of  iig^ 
of  the  natives  put  him  in  an  absolute  furj,  and  he  would  heap'  flu 
them  the  moat  opprobrioue  epithets ;  recollecting,  no  doubt,  what 
he  had  suffered  from  Indian  robbers. 

On  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  July  he  became  absolutely  fran- 
tic, and  attempted  to  destroy  himself  Being  disarmed,  he  sank 
into  quietude,  aud  professed  the  greatest  remorse  for  the  crinM 
he  had  meditated.  He  then  pretended  to  sleep,  and  having  Urns 
lulled  suspicion,  suddenly  sprang  up,  just  before  daylight,  aeiied 
a  pair  of  loaded  pistoU,  and  endeavored  to  blow  out  his  braina. 
In  bis  hurry  he  fired  too  high,  and  the  balls  passed  over  his  head. 
He  was  instantly  secured  and  placed  under  a.  guard  in  one  of  the 
boats.  How  to  dispose  of  him  was  now  the  question,  as  it  waa 
impossible  to  lieep  him  with  the  expedition.  Fortunately  Mr. 
Stuart  met  with  some  Indians  accustomed  to  trade  with  Aatorift. 
These  undertook  to  conduct  John  Day  back  to  the  fiujtory,  and 
deliver  him  there  in  safety.  It  was  with  the  utmost  concern  thftt 
his  comrades  saw  the  poor  fellow  depart;  for,  independent  of  hu 
invaluable  services  as  a  first-rate  hunter,  his  frank  and  loyal 
ijualities  had  made  him  a  universal  favorite.  It  may  be  as  well 
to  add  that  the  Indians  executed  their  task  faithfully,  and  landed 
John  Day  uiuung  bis  friends  at  Astoria ;  but  his  constitution 
WO!!  eomjilclcly  Wnkcn  by  the  hardships  he  had  undergone,  and 
he  ilii'd  withiu  a  year 

On  the  evening  of  the  Gth  of  July  the  party  arrived  at  the 
piniticnl  )ia;ss  of  the  river,  and  encamped  at  the  foot  of  the  first 
riijiid.  The  next  day,  before  the  commencement  of  the  portage, 
llif  greatest  precautions  were  taken  to  guard  ngainst  lurking 
treachiTy,  or  open  attack.  The  weapons  of  every  man  were  put 
iti  order,  ami  hi^  cartridge-box  replenished.  Kacli  one  wore  a 
kind  of  nurcoat  made  of  the  skin  of  the  elk,  reaching  from  his 
neck  to  Ins  knees,  and  answering  the  purpose  of  a  shirt  of  mail, 
16 
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for  it  was  arrow  proof^  and  could  even  rcsiat  a  mnsket  bftU  ftt  the 
distance  of  ninety  yards.  Thus  armed  and  equipped,  they  posted 
tlieir  forces  in  military  style.  Five  of  the  officers  took  their  tta.- 
tioDB  at  each  end  of  tho  portage,  which  was  between  three  and 
four  miles  in  length  ;  a  number  of  men  mounted  guard  at  short 
distances  along  the  heights  immediately  overlooking  tJie  rirer, 
while  the  residue  thus  protected  from  surprise,  employed  Uiein- 
selves  below  in  dragging  up  the  barges  and  canoes,  and  oarrying 
up  the  goods  along  the  narrow  margin  of  the  rapids.  With  these 
precautions  they  all  passed  unmolested.  The  only  aooide&t  that 
happened  was  the  upsetting  of  one  of  the  canoes,  by  which  some 
of  tho  goods  sunk,  and  others  floated  down  the  stream.  The 
alertness  and  rapacity  of  tho  hordes  which  infest  theM  rapids, 
were  immediately  apparent.  They  pounced  upon  the  floating 
merchandise  with  the  keenness  of  regular  wrookers.  A  bale  of 
goods  which  landed  upon  one  of  the  islands  was  immediately 
ripped  open,  one  half  of  ito  contents  divided  among  the  captivea, 
and  the  other  half  secreted  in  a  lonely  hut  in  a  deep  ravine.  Mr. 
Robert  Stuart,  however,  set  out  in  a  canoe  with  Ave  men  sad  an 
interpreter,  ferreted  out  the  wreckers  in  their  retreat,  and  nio- 
ceeded  in  wresting  from  them  their  booty. 

Similar  precautions  to  those  already  mentioned,  and  to  a  stiU 
greater  extent,  were  observed  in  passing  the  long  narrows,  and 
the  falls,  where  they  would  be  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the 
chivalry  of  Wish-ram,  and  its  freebooting  neighborhood.  In 
fiwt,  they  had  scarcely  set  their  first  watch  one  night,  when  an 
alarm  of  "  Indians  !"  was  given.  "  To  arms  I"  was  the  cry,  and 
every  man  was  at  his  post  in  an  instant.  The  alarm  was  ez> 
plained  ;  a  war  party  of  Shoshonies  had  surprised  a  oanoe  of  the 
natives  just  below  the  encampment,  had  murdered  four  nten  and 
two  women,  and  it  was  apprehended  they  would  attaok  the  oampt 
The  boats  and  canoes  were  immediately  hauled  up,  a  breastwod 
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mm  made  of  them,  and  the  paokagM,  forming  tiiree  ridea  of  k 
sqnare,  with  the  rirer  in  the  rear,  and  thiu  the  part;  renuuitad 
fortified  throughout  the  night. 

Tbe  dawn,  however,  dispelled  the  alarm ;  the  portage  waa 
conducted  in  peace ;  the  vagabond  warriors  of  the  TJoinity  hoT- 
ered  about  them  while  at  work,  bntwere  kept  at  a  w«rj  distanea 
They  regarded  the  loads  of  merchandise  with  wtatfiil  eyes,  hot 
seeing  the  "  long-beards "  so  formidaUe  in  nnmber,  and  so  well 
prepared  for  action,  they  made  no  attempt  either  by  open  forw 
or  sly  pilfering  to  collect  their  nana!  toll,  bnt  muntained  a  peaMK 
fvl  demeanor,  and  were  afterwards  rewarded  for  thetr  good  eow- 
duct  with  presents  of  tobacco. 

Fifteen  daya  were  consumed  in  ascending  from  the  foot  of 
the  first  rapid,  to  the  head  of  the  falls,  a  distance  of  abont  eighty 
miles,  but  full  of  all  kinds  of  obstructions.  HsTing  happily  ao- 
complishcd  these  difficult  portages,  the  party,  on  the  19th  of  Jul;, 
arrived  at  a  smootber  part  of  the  river,  and  pursued  their  way 
up  tbe  stream  with  greater  speed  and  facility. 

They  were  now  in  the  neighborhood  where  Mr.  Crooks  mbA. 
John  Day  had  been  so  perfidiously  robbed  and  stripped  a  fev 
months  previously,  when  (wnfiding  in  the  proffered  hospitality  of 
a  ruffian  bund.  On  landing  at  night,  therefore,  a  vigilant  guard 
was  mainlaini.'d  about  the  camp.  On  the  following  morning  a 
number  of  Indians  made  their  appearance,  and  came  prowling 
rouDd  the  party  while  at  breakfast.  To  bis  great  delight,  Mr. 
Crooks  recogniiod  among  them  two  of  the  miscreants  by  whom 
he  bad  been  robbed.  They  were  instantly  seised,  bound  hand 
and  foot,  and  thrown  into  one  of  the  canoes.  Here  they  lay  in 
doleful  friglit.  expecting  summary  elocution.  Mr.  Crooks,  how- 
cvi'r,  was  not  of  a  revengeful  disposition,  and  agreed  to  rcleaM 
the  culprits  aa  soon  as  the  pillaged  property  should  be  restored. 
Several  savages  immediately  itarted  off  in  different  direction*, 
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And  before  night  the  rifles  of  Crooks  and  Day  were  prodnoed  ; 
several  of  the  sm&ller  articles  pilfered  from  them,  however,  ooald 
not  be  recovered. 

The  bands  of  the  culprits  were  then  removed,  and  they  lost 
no  time  in  taking  their  departure,  still  under  the  influeooe  of  ob- 
ject terror,  and  scorcelj  crediting  their  senses  that  they  IumI 
escaped  the  merited  punishment  of  their  offences. 

The  country  on  each  side  of  the  river  now  began  to  assnine  a 
different  character.  The  hills,  and  clifis,  and  forests  disappeared ; 
vast  BiLDdy  plains,  scantily  clothed  here  and  there  with  short  tnits 
of  grass,  patched  by  the  summer  sun,  stretched  far  away  to  the 
north  and  south.  The  river  was  occasionally  obetmcted  with 
rocks  and  rapids,  but  often  there  were  smooth,  placid  inteiralB, 
where  the  current  was  gentle,  and  the  boatmen  were  enabled  to 
ligtcn  their  labors  with  the  assistance  of  the  sail 

The  natives  in  this  part  of  the  river  resided  entirely  on  tlie 
northern  side  They  were  hunters,  as  well  as  fishenaen,  and  had 
horses  in  plenty.  Some  of  these  were  purchased  by  the  party, 
as  provisions,  and  killed  on  the  spot,  though  they  oocasionally 
found  a  difficulty  in  procuring  fuel  wherewith  to  cook  them.  One 
of  the  greatest  ilangers  that  beset  the  travellers  in  this  part  of 
their  expedition,  was  the  Tost  number  of  rattlesnakes  iriiieh 
infested  the  rocks  about  the  rapids  and  portages,  and  on  vhioh 
the  men  were  in  danger  of  treading.  They  were  often  found, 
too,  in  quantities  about  the  encampments.  In  ono  place,  a  nest 
of  them  lay  coiled  together,  basking  in  the  sun.  Several  gnna 
loaded  witli  shot  were  discharged  at  them,  and  thirty-^even  lulled 
and  wounded.  To  prevent  any  unwelcome  visits  from  them  in 
the  night,  tobacco  was  occasionally  strewed  around  the  tents,  a 
weed  for  which  they  have  a  very  proper  abhorrence. 

On  the  28th  of  July  the  travellers  arrived  at  the  month  of 
the  Wallah- Wallah,  a  bright,  clear  stream,  about  six  feet  deep, 
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and  fifty-fiva  yards  irida,  whioli  flows  r^idly  over  »  bed  of  nod 
and  gravel,  and  throvB  itMlf  into  the  Colanil»a,  a  few  miles  bo- 
low  Lewis  River.  Here  the  domHned  parties  that  had  thus  fkr 
voyaged  together,  were  to  separate,  each  for  its  partioolar  des- 
tination. 

On  the  banlu  of  the  Wallah-Wallah,  lived  the  hospitable  tribe 
of  the  same  name  who  had  Buooored  Mr.  Crooks  and  John  Day 
in  the  time  of  their  extremity.  No  sooner  did  they  hear  of  tim 
arrival  of  the  party,  than  tboy  hastened  to  greet  them.  Thay 
built  a  great  boofire  on  the  bank  of  the  riTer,  before  the  camp, 
and  men  and  women  danced  round  it  to  the  cadenoe  of  their 
songs,  in  which  they  sang  the  prajses  of  the  white  men,  and  wd< 
comed  them  to  their  country. 

On  the  following  day  a  traffic  was  commenced,  to  prooon 
horses  for  such  of  the  party  aa  intended  1^  proceed  by  land. 
The  Wallah- Wallahs  are  an  equestrian  tribe.  The  equipments 
of  tlicir  horses  were  mde  and  inconvenient.  High  saddles, 
roughly  made  of  deer  skin,  stuffed  with  hair,  which  chafe  the 
horne'a  back,  and  leave  it  raw  ;  wooden  stirrups,  with  a  thong  of 
raw  hide  wrapped  round  them  ;  and  for  bridles  they  have  oords 
of  twisted  horse-hair,  which  they  tie  ronnd  the  under  jaw.  Ttfty 
are,  like  most  Indians,  bold  bot  hard  riders,  aad  when  on  horae- 
baek  gallop  about  the  moat  dangerous  places,  without  fear  for 
themselves,  or  pity  for  their  steeds. 

From  these  people  Me.  Stuart  purchased  twenty  horses  for 
his  party  ;  some  for  the  saddle,  and  others  to  transport  the  bag- 
gage. He  was  fortuoato  in  procuring  a  noble  animal  for  his  own 
wse,  wJiich  was  praised  by  the  Indians  for  its  great  speed  and 
Ijottoni,  and  a  high  price  set  upon  it.  No  people  undcTBtaud  bet- 
ter the  value  of  a  liorso,  than  these  equestrian  tribes;  and  no- 
where is  speed  a  greater  requisite,  as  they  frequently  engage  in 
the  chase  of  the  antelope,  one  of  the  fleetest  of  animals.     Eren 


after  the  Indian  wbo  sold  this  boasted  borse  to  Mr.  Stuart  lutd 
concluded  Lis  bargain,  he  lingered  about  the  animal,  Bccming  loth 
to  part  from  him,  and  to  be  Eorry  for  what  bo  had  done. 

A  day  or  two  were  employed  by  Mr.  Stuart  in  arrangLng 
packages  and  pack-saddles,  and  making  other  preparatious  for  his 
long  and  arduous  journey.  His  party,  by  the  loss  of  John  Day, 
was  now  reduced  to  aix,  a  small  number  for  such  an  expedition. 
They  were  young  mon,  however,  full  of  courage,  health,  and  good 
spirits,  and  stimulated,  rather  than  appalled  by  danger. 

On  the  luoroing  of  the  31st  of  July,  all  preparations  being 
concluded,  Mr.  Stuart  and  Lis  little  band  mounted  their  ateeda 
and  took  a  farewell  of  their  fellow-travellers,  whogave  them  three 
hearty  cheers  as  they  set  out  on  their  dangerous  journey.  The 
course  they  took  was  to  tbe  southeast,  towards  the  fated  region  of 
the  Snake  Biver.  At  an  immense  dii^tanco  rose  a  cliain  of  onggy 
mountains,  wLicL  they  would  have  to  traverse ;  they  were  the 
same  among  which  the  travellers  had  ezperienoed  such  sufferinga 
from  cold  during  the  preceding  winter,  and  from  their  ainre  tintB, 
when  seen  at  a  distance,  had  received  the  name  at  Uie  Bios 
mountains. 


SUNBURNT   HILLS. 


CHAPTER  XLIV. 


In  retracing  the  ronte  which  had  proved  bo  disutroos  to  Hr. 
Hunt's  part;  during  the  preceding  winter,  Hr.  Stuart  had  trusted, 
in  the  present  more  favorable  season,  to  find  easy  travelling  and 
abundant  supplies.  On  these  great  wastes  and  wilds,  however, 
each  season  has  its  peculiar  hardships.  The  travellers  had  not 
proceeded  far,  before  thej  found  themselves  among  naked  and 
arid  hills,  with  a  soil  composed  of  sand  and  clay,  baked  and  brii- 
tic,  that  to  all  appearance  had  never  been  visited  by  the  dews  of 
heaven. 

Not  a  spring,  or  pool,  or  running  stream  was  to  be  seen ;  the 
sunburnt  country  was  seamed  and  cut  up  by  dry  ravines,  the  beds 
of  winter  torrents  serving  only  to  halk  the  hopes  of  man  and 
beast,  with  the  sight  of  dusty  channels  where  water  had  ones 
poured  along  in  fioods. 

For  a  long  summer  day  they  continued  onward  without  halting ; 
a  burning  sky  above  their  heads,  a  parched  desert  beneath  their 
feet,  with  just  wind  enough  to  raise  the  light  sand  from  the  knolls, 
and  envelope  them  in  stifling  clouds.  The  sufferings  from  thirst 
became  intense  j  a  fine  young  dog,  their  only  companion  of  the 
kind,  gave  out,  and  expired.  Evening  drew  on  without  any  pros- 
pect of  relief,  and  they  were  almost  reduced  to  despair,  when 
tlicy  descried  something  that  looked  like  a  fringe  of  forest,  along 
the  horizon.  All  were  inspired  with  new  hope,  for  they  knew  that 
on  tliese  arid  wastes,  in  the  neighborhood  of  trees,  there  is  always 
water. 
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They  now  quickened  their  pace  ;  the  horaea  seemed  to  nsder- 
atand  their  motives,  and  to  partake  of  their  anticipations;  for, 
though  before  almost  rcadj  to  give  out,  thej  now  required  neither 
whip  nor  Hpur.  With  all  their  exertions,  it  was  late  in  the  night 
before  they  drew  near  to  the  treea.  As  they  approached,  they 
beard,  with  transport,  the  rippling  of  a  shallow  stream.  No  aooner 
did  the  refreshing  sound  reach  the  ears  of  the  horses,  than  the  poor 
animals  snuffed  the  air,  rushed  forward  with  ungovernable  eager- 
ness, and  plunging  their  muEzles  into  the  water,  drank  until  they 
seemed  in  danger  of  bursting.  Their  riders  had  but  little  more 
discretion,  and  required  repeated  draughts  to  quench  their  ez- 
cetisive  thirst.  Their  weary  march  that  day  had  been  fortj-five 
raik'S,  over  a  tract  that  might  rival  the  dcserta  of  AfHoa  for 
aridity.  Indeed,  the  sufferings  of  (he  traveller  on  these  Ameri- 
can deserts,  is  frequently  more  severe  than  in  Hie  wutes  of 
Africa  or  Asia,  from  being  less  habituated  and  prepared  to  cope 
with  them. 

On  the  banks  of  this  blessed  stream  the  travellers  eneunped 
for  tho  niglit ;  and  so  great  had  been  their  &tigue,  and  ao  sound 
and  sweet  was  their  sleep,  that  it  was  a  late  hour  the  next  morn- 
ing before  they  awoke.  They  now  recognised  the  little  river  to 
be  the  Umatalla,  the  same  on  the  banks  of  which  Mr.  Hunt  and 
his  followers  had  arrived  after  their  painful  struggle  tbrongb  the 
Blue  Mountains,  and  experienced  such  a  kind  relief  in  the 
friendly  camp  of  tlic  Sciatogas. 

That  range  of  Blue  Mountains  now  extended  in  the  distance 
before  them ;  they  were  the  same  among  which  poor  Hichael 
Carricre  had  perished.  They  form  the  southeast  boundary  of 
the  great  plains  along  the  Columbia,  dividing  the  waters  of  its 
ninin  stream  from  those  of  Lewis  River.  They  are,  in  &ot,  a 
part  of  n  long  chain,  which  stretohes  over  a  great  extent  of 
country,  and  includes  in  its  Hnks  the  Snake  River  Hountains. 
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The  day  was  Bomewhxt  advanced  before  the  trarellorB  left 
the  shady  banka  of  tlie  Umntalla.  Tiieir  rout«  gradually  took 
them  among  the  Blue  Moantains,  nliioh  assumed  the  most 
rugged  aspect  on  a  near  approach.  They  were  shagged  with 
dense  asd  gloomy  forcalH,  and  cut  up  by  deep  and  precipitona 
ravines,  extrcniely  toilBome  to  the  horses.  Sometimes  the  traT- 
ellers  had  to  follow  the  course  of  some  brawling  atreaia,  with  a 
broken,  rocky  bed,  which  the  shoutderiDg  cliffs  nud  proinontorica 
on  either  side,  obliged  them  frequently  to  cross  and  rccross.  For 
Bome  niilcH  they  struggled  forward  through  these  savage  and 
darkly  wooded  defiles,  when  all  at  once  the  whole  landscape 
changed,  as  if  by  magic.  The  rode  monntainB  and  rugged 
ravinea  softened  into  beautiful  hills,  and  intervening  meadows, 
with  rivulets  winding  through  fresh  herbage,  and  sparkling  and 
murmuring  over  gravelly  beds,  the  whole  forming  a  verdant  and 
pastoral  scene,  which  derived  additional  charms  from  being 
locked  up  in  the  bosom  of  such  a  hard-hearted  region. 

Emerging  from  the  chtun  of  Bine  Mountains,  they  descended 
upon  a  vast  plain,  almost  a  dead  level,  sixty  miles  in  circumfe- 
rence, of  excellent  soil,  with  Sne  streams  meandering  through  it 
in  every  direction,  their  courses  marked  out  in  the  wide  landscape 
by  serpentine  lines  of  cotton-wood  trees,  and  willows,  which 
fringed  their  banks,  and  afforded  sustenance  to  great  numbers 
of  beavers  and  otters. 

In  traversing  this  plain,  they  passed,  close  to  the  skirts  of 
the  hills,  a  great  pool  of  water,  three  hundred  yards  in  circumfe- 
rence, fed  by  a  sulphur  spring,  about  ten  feet  in  diameter,  boiling 
up  in  one  corner.  The  vapor  from  this  pool  was  extremely 
noisome,  and  tainted  the  air  for  a  considerable  distance.  The 
place  was  much  frequented  by  elk,  which  were  found  in  consider- 
able numbers  in  the  adjacent  mountains,  and  their  horns,  shed  in 
the  spring  time,  were  strewed  in  every  direction  aronnd  the  pond. 
16' 


On  the  20th  of  Augnst,  tbey  reached  the  mun  body  of  Wood- 
pile Creek,  the  mtae  stream  vhich  Mr.  Hunt  had  ascended  in  the 
preceding  jear,  shortly  after  his  separation  from  Mr.  Crooks. 

On  the  banks  of  this  stream  they  saw  a  herd  of  ninetera 
antelopes ;  a  sight  so  unusoal  in  that  part  of  the  conntry,  that  at 
first  they  doubted  the  evidence  of  their  senses.  They  tried  fay 
every  means  to  get  vithin  shot  of  them,  but  they  Tere  too  afay 
aod  fleet,  and  after  alternately  bounding  to  a  distance,  and  then 
stopping  to  gaze  with  capricious  curiosity  at  the  hanter,  th^  &t 
length  scampered  out  of  sight. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  the  travellers  arrived  on  the  builm 
of  Snake  River,  the  scene  of  so  many  trials  and  mishaps  to  all  of 
the  present  party  excepting  Mr.  Stuart.  They  struck  the  river 
just  above  the  place  where  it  entered  the  mountains,  through 
which  Meesrs,  Stuart  and  Crooks  had  vainly  endeavored  to  find 
a  passage.  The  river  was  here  a  rapid  stream,  four  hundred 
yards  in  width,  with  high  sandy  banks,  and  here  and  there  a 
scanty  growth  of  willow.  Up  the  southern  side  of  the  river  they 
now  bent  their  course,  intending  to  visit  the  caches  made  I7  Hr. 
Hunt  at  the  Caldron  Linn. 

On  the  second  evening,  a  solitary  Snake  Indian  visited  their 
eamp,  at  a  late  hour,  and  informed  them  that  there  was  ft  white 
man  residing  at  one  of  the'cantonments  of  his  tribe,  about  ft 
day's  journey  higher  up  the  river.  It  was  immediately  con- 
cluded, that  he  must  be  one  of  the  poor  fellows  of  Hr,  Hunt's 
party,  who  had  given  out,  exhausted  by  hunger  and  &tigae,  in 
the  wretched  journey  of  the  preceding  winter.  All  present,  who 
had  borne  a  part  in  the  sufTcrings  of  that  journey,  were  eager 
now  to  preso  forward,  and  bring  relief  to  a  lost  comrade.  Early 
the  next  morning,  therefore,  they  pushed  forward  with  annsaftl 
alacrity.  For  two  days,  however,  did  they  travel  withont  being 
able  to  find  any  trace  of  such  a  straggler. 
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On  the  evening  of  tlw  seoond  dfty,  they  arrived  at  ■  pUes 
where  &  large  river  oune  in  from  the  eut,  which  was  renowned 
among  all  the  wandering  hordes  of  the  Snake  nation  for  its 
salmon  fishery,  that  fish  being  taken  in  incredible  qnantities  in 
this  neighborhood.  Here,  therefore,  during  the  fishing  season, 
the  Snake  Indians  resort  from  far  and  near,  to  lay  in  their  stock 
of  salmon,  which,  with  esculent  roots,  forms  the  principal  Ibod  of 
the  inhabitants  of  these  barren  regions. 

On  the  bank  of  a  small  stream  emptying  into  Snake  Biver  at 
this  place,  Mr.  Stuart  found  an  encampment  of  Shoshonies.  He 
made  the  usnal  inquiry  of  them  concerning  the  white  man  of 
whom  he  had  received  intelligence.  No  such  person  was  dwell- 
iog  among  them,  but  they  said  there  were  white  men  residing 
with  some  of  their  nation  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Hver.  This 
was  still  more  animating  information.  Mr.  Crooks  now  hoped 
that  these  might  be  the  men  of  his  party,  who,  disheartened  by 
perils  aod  hardships,  had  preferred  to  remain  among  the  Indians, 
Others  thought  they  might  be  Hr.  Mfter  and  the  hunters  who 
had  left  the  main  body  at  Henry's  Fort,  to  trap  among  the 
mountain  streams.  Mr.  Stuart  baited,  therefbrei  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Shoshonie  lodges,  and  sent  an  Indian  across  the 
river  to  seek  out  the  white  men  in  question,  and  bring  them  to 
bU  c.„p 

The  travellers  passed  a  restless,  miserable  night.  The  place 
swurmcd  with  mj'riads  of  musquitoes,  which,  with  their  stings 
and  thoir  Diusic,  set  all  sleep  at  defiance.  The  morning  dawn 
found  them  in  a  feverish,  irritable  mood,  and  their  spleen  was 
completely  aroused  by  the  return  of  the  Indian  without  any 
inlelligenco  of  the  white  men.  They  now  considi^red  themselves 
tlic  dupes  of  Indian  falsehoods,  and  resolved  to  put  no  more 
coufidence  in  Snakes.  They  soon,  however,  forgot  this  resolu- 
tion.    In  the  course  of  the  morning,  an  Indian  came  galloping 
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after  them  ;  Mr.  Stuart  waited  to  leecne  him  ;  no  sooner  bad  he 
come  up,  tban,  dismounting  and  throwing  hie  arma  round  the  neok 
of  Mr.  Stunrt's  horse,  he  began  to  kiss  and  caregs  the  animBl, 
who,  on  Ills  part,  sceDied  bj  no  meuna  Burpiised  or  displeased 
with  liis  salutntion.  Mr.  Stuart,  who  valued  hie  horse  highly, 
was  somewhat  annoyed  by  these  transports  ;  the  cause  of  them 
was  soon  explained.  The  Snake  said  the  horse  had  belonged  to 
him,  and  been  tJic  best  in  his  posesssion,  and  that  it  bad  been 
stolen  by  the  Wallah -Wallahs.  Mr.  Stuart  was  by  no  means 
pleased  with  this  roeognitton  of  his  steed,  nor  disposed  to  admit 
any  claim  on  the  part  of  its  ancient  owner.  In  fact,  it  was  a 
noble  animal,  admirably  shaped,  of  free  and  generous  spirit, 
graecful  in  movement,  and  fleet  as  an  antelope.  It  was  bis 
intention,  if  possible,  to  take  the  horse  to  New- York,  and  present 
him  to  Mr.  Astor, 

In  the  iiieantiiiic,  some  of  tlie  party  came  up,  and  immedi- 
ately recognized  in  the  Snake  an  old  friend  and  ally.  He  was, 
in  fikct,  one  of  the  two  guides  who  had  condnoted  Hr.  Hoat'e 
party,  ill  the  preeediog  autumn,  across  Mad  River  MonDtaiD  to 
Fort  Henry,  and  who  subsequently  departed  with  Mr.  Miller  and 
Ills  fellow  trappers,  to  conduct  them  to  a  good  trapping  ground. 
The  reader  may  reeollect  that  these  two  trusty  Snakes  were 
engaged  by  Mr.  Hunt  to  returu  and  take  charge  of  the  horsea 
wbieh  the  party  intended  to  leave  at  Fort  Henry,  when  tbej 
should  embark  iii  eanoua. 

The  party  now  i-rowded  round  the  Snake,  and  began  to  qoea- 
tion  him  with  eagerness.  His  replies  were  somewhat  vague,  and 
but  partially  understood.  He  told  a  long  story  about  the  horsM, 
from  wliieh  it  appeared  that  they  had  Ijecn  stolen  by  various  wan- 
dering baudx,  and  xealtercd  in  different  directions.  The  oaobe, 
too,  Iiad  been  plundered,  and  the  saddles  and  other  equipments 
carried  off.     Uia  information  concerning  Mr,  Miller  and  his  oom- 
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rftd«s,  was  Dot  more  ntia&ctory.  Thej  hkd  trapped  for  Borne 
time  about  the  upper  streaiiiB,  Injt  had  ffillen  into  the  hande  of  a 
maraudiDg  puty  of  Crows,  who  had  robbed  them  of  horsM, 
weapone,  and  every  thing. 

Further  qnestioning  brought  forth  further  intelligenoe,  bat 
all  of  a  dieastrons  kind.  Abont  ten  days  preriooaly,  he  had  met 
with  three  other  white  men,  in  very  miBerable  plight,  having  one 
horse  each,  and  bat  one  rifle  among  them.  They  also  had  been 
plundered  and  maltreated  by  the  Crows,  those  nniversal  free- 
booters. The  Snake  endeavored  to  pronounce  the  names  of  these 
three  men,  and  as  fiir  as  his  imperfect  sonnds  could  be  nnderatood, 
they  were  suppoaed  to  be  three  of  the  party  of  four  buntera,  vis. 
Carson.  St  Michael,  BetayS  and  Delaunay,  who  were  detached 
from  Mr.  Hunt's  party  on  the  28th  of  September,  to  trap 
beaver  on  the  head  wat«ra  of  the  Colombia. 

In  the  course  of  converaation,  the  Indian  informed  them  that 
the  route  by  which  Mr.  Hunt  had  crossed  the  Rocky  Mountuns, 
was  very  bad  and  circuitous,  and  that  he  knew  one  much  shorter 
and  easier.  Mr.  Stuart  arged  him  to  accompany  them  as  guide, 
promising  to  reward  him  with  a  pistol  with  powder  and  ball,  a 
knife,  an  awl,  Bome  blue  beads,  a  blanket,  and  a  looking-glass. 
Such  a  catalogue  of  riches  was  too  tempting  to  be  resisted  ;  be- 
side the  poor  Snake  languished  after  the  prairies  ;  he  was  tired,  he 
said,  of  ^nlnion,  and  longed  for  buffalo  meat,  and  to  have  a  grand 
buffiilo  hunt  beyund  the  mountains.  He  departed,  therefore, 
willi  all  speed,  to  get  hia  arms  and  equipments  for  the  journey, 
pr(inii>^ing  to  rejoin  the  party  the  next  day.  He  kept  hia  word, 
anil,  as  he  no  longer  said  any  thing  to  Mr  Stuart  on  the  subject 
of  the  pet  horac,  they  journeyed  very  harmoniously  together; 
though  now  and  then,  the  Snake  would  regard  his  quondam  steed 
with  a  wistful  eye. 

They  had  not  travelled  many  miles,  when  they  came  to  a 
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great  bend  in  the  river.  Here  the  Stake  informed  them  that,  hj 
cutting  across  the  hills  thej  vould  save  maoj  miles  of  diritanee; 
The  route  across,  however,  would  be  a  good  day's  joarnej.  He 
advised  them,  therefore,  to  encamp  here  for  the  night,  and  set  off 
early  in  the  morning.  They  took  hb  advice,  though  they  had 
come  but  nine  miles  that  day. 

On  the  following  morning  they  rose,  bright  and  early,  to 
ascend  the  hills.  On  mustering  their  little  party,  the  guide  was 
missing.  They  supposed  him  to  be  somewhere  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  proceeded  to  collect  the  horses.  The  vaunted  steed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  was  not  to  be  found.  A  suspicion  flaabed  upon  his 
mind,  Search  for  the  horse  of  the  Snake  I — He  likewise  was 
gone — the  tracks  of  two  horses,  one  after  the  other,  were  found, 
making  off  from  the  camp.  They  appeared  as  if  one  horse  had 
been  mounted,  and  the  other  led.  They  were  traced  for  a  few 
miles  above  the  camp,  until  they  both  crossed  the  river.  It  was 
plain  the  Snake  had  taken  an  Indian  mode  of  recovering  bis  horse, 
having  quietly  decamped  with  him  in  the  night 

New  vows  wore  made  never  more  to  trust  in  Snakes,  or  any 
other  Indians.  It  was  determined,  also,  to  mainbiin,  hereafter, 
the  strictest  vigilance  over  their  horses,  dividing  the  night  into 
three  watches,  and  one  person  mounting  guard  at  a  tim&  They 
resolved,  also,  to  keep  along  the  river,  instead  of  taking  the  short 
cut  recommended  by  the  fugitive  Snake,  whom  they  now  set 
down  for  a  thorough  deceiver.  The  heat  of  the  weather  was 
oppressive,  and  their  horses  were,  at  times,  rendered  almost 
frantic  by  the  stings  of  the  prairie  flies.  The  nights  were  sofib- 
eating,  and  it  was  almost  impossible  to  sleep,  from  the  swarmn  of 
mus<]uiloes. 

On  the  20th  of  August  they  resumed  their  march,  keeping 
along  the  prairie  parallel  to  Snake  River.  The  day  was  anltiy, 
and  some  of  the  party,  being  parched  with  thirst,  left  the  line  at 
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march,  knd  Bonmbled  down  tlie  bank  of  the  riTer  to  drink.  Th« 
bank  was  overhnng  with  willom,  beneath  which,  to  their  ear- 
prise,  they  beheld  a  man  fiehing.  No  aooner  did  he  see  them, 
than  he  nttere<)  an  exohunation  of  joy.  It  proved  to  be  John 
Hoback,  one  of  their  lost  comradea  They  had  Boaroely  ex- 
changed greetings,  when  three  other  men  came  oat  firom  among 
the  willows.  Thej  were  Joseph  Miller,  Jacob  Reiner,  and 
Bobinson,  the  scalped  Kentnckian,  the  veteran  of  the  Bloody 
Ground. 

The  reader  will  perhaps  reooUeot  the  abrupt  and  wilful  man- 
ner in  which  Mr.  Miller  threw  up  his  interest  as  a  partner  of  tb« 
company,  and  departed  from  Fort  Henry,  in  company  with  theaa 
three  trappers,  and  a  fourth,  named  Cass.  He  may  likewise 
recognize  in  Robinson,  Reiner,  and  Hobaok,  the  trio  of  Kentucky 
bnnterx,  who  had  originally  been  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Henry, 
and  whom  Mr.  Hunt  found  floa^itg  down  the  Missouri,  on  their 
way  homeward ;  and  prevailed  upon,  once  more,  to  cross  the 
mountain!!.  The  haggard  looks  and  naked  condition  of  these 
men  proved  how  much  they  had  suffered.  After  leaving  Mr. 
Hunt'it  party,  they  had  made  their  way  about  two  hundred  miles 
to  the  southward,  where  they  trapped  beaver  on  a  river  which, 
accordiog  to  their  account,  discharged  itself  into  the  ocean  to  the 
soudi  of  the  Columbia,  but  which  we  apprehend  to  be  Bear 
River,  a  stream  emptying  itself  into  Lake  Bouueville,  an  immense 
body  of  salt  water,  weflt  of  the  Rocky  MouutainsL 

Having  collected  a  considerable  quantity  of  beaver  skins, 
they  made  them  into  packs,  loaded  their  horses,  and  steered  two 
hundred  miles  due  east.  Here  they  came  upon  an  encampment 
of  sixty  lodges  of  Arapahays,  an  outlawed  band  of  the  Arapahoes, 
and  notorious  robbcra.  These  fell  upon  the  poor  trappers ; 
robbed  theiu  of  their  peltries,  most  of  their  clothing,  and  several 
of  their  horses.     They  were  glad  to  escape  with  their  lives,  and 
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without  being  entirely  etripped,  and  after  proceeding  about  fiffy 
milcH  further,  made  tlicir  halt  for  the  winter. 

Early  in  the  spring  they  resnmed  their  wayfaring,  bat  were 
unliicliily  overtaken  by  the  same  ruffian  horde,  who  levied  still 
further  contributions,  and  carried  off  the  remainder  of  their 
horses,  excepting  two,  With  these  they  continued  on,  saffering 
the  greatest  hardships.  They  still  retained  rifles  and  antmniu- 
tioii,  but  were  in  a  desert  country,  where  neither  bird  nor  bewt 
was  to  be  found.  Their  only  chance  was  to  keep  along  the 
riverB  and  subsist  by  fishing ;  but,  at  times,  no  fish  were  to  be 
taken,  and  then  their  sufTcringE  were  horrible.  One  of  their 
horses  was  stolen  among  ttic  mountains  by  the  Snake  Indians; 
the  other,  they  said,  was  carried  off  by  Cass,  who,  according  to 
their  account,  "villainously  left  them  in  their  extremities." 
Certain  dark  doubts  and  surmises  were  aflerwards  circulated 
concerning  the  fate  of  that  poor  fellow,  which,  if  true,  showed  to 
what  a  desperate  i<t3te  of  famine  his  comrades  had  been  redoecd. 

lii'ing  now  conipletcly  unhorsed,  Mr.  Miller  and  bis  three 
companions  wandered  on  foot  for  several  hundred  milee,  enduring 
hunger,  thirst,  and  fatigue,  while  traversing  the  barren  wastes 
which  abninid  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains.  At  the  time  they 
were  discovered  by  Itlr.  Stuart's  party,  they  were  almost  dmished, 
and  were  fishing  for  a  precarious  meal.  Had  Mr.  Stuart  nude 
the  short  cut  across  tlio  liills,  avoiding  this  bend  of  the  river,  or 
had  not  ttouio  of  bin  ]iartj  aeeidciitally  gone  down  to  the  mar^n 
of  the  stream  to  drink,  these  poor  wanderers  might  have  remained 
unJiccovi-rcd,  and  have  periahed  in  the  nildcrnesB.  Nothing 
could  exceed  their  joy  on  thus  meeting  with  their  old  comrades, 
or  the  heartiness  with  which  they  were  welcomed.  All  hands  im- 
mediately encamped ;  and  the  slender  stores  of  the  party  were 
ransacked  to  furnish  out  a  suitable  regale. 

The  nest  uiorniug  they  all  set  out  together ;  Mr.  Hiller  and 
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bis  oomradei  being  resolTod  to  giro  sp  the  life  of  ft  trapper,  and 
accompany  Mr.  Staart  back  to  8t  Looia. 

For  Beveral  days  they  kept  along  tbe  course  of  Snake  River, 
occasionally  making  short  cuts  across  bills  and  promontories, 
wbcre  there  were  bends  in  the  stream.  In  tbeirway  they  passed 
several  camps  of  Shoshonies,  from  some  of  whom  they  procured 
salmon,  but  in  general  they  vere  too  wretchedly  poor  to  fbmish 
any  thing.  It  was  the  wieh  of  Mr,  Staart  to  porchaoe  hones  fyt 
the  recent  recraita  of  hb  party ;  bnt  the  Indtane  ooold  not  be 
prevailed  upon  to  part  with  any,  alb^ing  that  they  had  not 
enough  for  their  own  nae. 

Od  the  25th  of  August  thej  reached  a  great  fishing  place,  to 
which  they  gave  the  name  of  the  Salmon  Falb,  Here  there  is  a 
perpendicular  fall  of  twenty  feet  on  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
while  on  the  south  side  there  is  a  snccesMon  of  rapida  The 
salmun  are  taken  here  In  incredible  quantities,  as  they  attempt  to 
shoot  the  falls.  It  was  now  a  favorable  season,  and  there  were 
about  one  hundred  lodges  of  Shoshonies  boaily  engaged  killing 
and  drying  Gah.  The  salmon  begin  to  leap,  shortly  after  sonrise. 
At  this  time  the  Indians  swim  to  the  centre  of  the  &11b,  where 
some  BtatloQ  themselves  on  rocks,  and  others  stand  to  their  waisto 
in  the  water,  all  armed  with  spears,  with  which  they  assail  the 
salniou  as  tlioy  attempt  to  leap,  or  fall  back  exhausted.  It  is  an 
inccR^ant  slaughter,  so  great  is  the  throng  of  the  fish. 

The  construction  of  the  spears  thus  used  is  pecnliar.  The 
head  is  a  straight  piece  of  elk  horn,  about  seven  inches  long;  on 
the  |>oiut  of  which  an  artificial  barb  is  mode  fast,  with  twine  well 
gummed.  The  head  is  stuck  on  the  end  of  the  shaft,  a  very  long 
pole  of  willow,  to  which  it  is  likewise  connected  by  a  .ttrnng  cord, 
a  few  inches  in  length.  When  the  spearsmau  makes  a  .-ure  blow, 
he  often  strikes  the  head  of  the  spear  through  the  body  of  the 
fish      It  eomes  off  easily,  and  leaves  the  salmon  straggling  with 


tlie  string  through  its  body,  while  the  pole  is  still  held  hy  the 
apearsman.  Were  it  oot  for  the  precaution  of  the  string,  the 
willow  shaft  would  be  snapped  bj  the  struggles  and  the  weight 
of  the  fish.  Mr.  Miller,  in  the  course  of  his  wanderings,  had 
been  at  these  falls,  and  had  seen  Bcveral  thousand  salmon  taken 
in  the  course  of  one  afternoon.  He  declared  that  he  had  seen  a 
salmon  leap  a  distance  of  about  thirty  feet,  from  the  commenee- 
ment  of  the  foam  at  the  foot  of  the  &11,  completely  to  the  top. 

Having  purchased  a  good  supply  of  salmon  from  the  fisher 
men,  the  party  resumed  their  journey,  and  on  the  twenty-tun th, 
arrived  at  the  Caldron  Linn ;  the  eventful  scene  of  the  preceding 
autumn.  Here,  the  first  thing  that  met  their  eyes,  was  »  aw- 
mento  of  the  perplexities  of  that  period ;  the  wreck  of  ft  coiioc, 
lodged  between  two  ledges  of  rocks.  They  endeavored  to  get 
down  to  it,  but  the  river  banks  were  too  high  and  precipitous. 

They  now  proceeded  to  that  part  of  the  neighborhood  where 
Mr.  Hunt  and  his  party  had  made  the  caches,  intendiitg  to  take 
from  them  such  articles  as  belonged  to  Mr.  Crooks,  M'LoUan, 
and  the  Canadians.  On  reaching  the  spot,  they  found,  to  their 
astoniaUment,  six  of  the  caches  open  and  rifled  of  their  contents^ 
excepting  a  few  books  which  lay  scattered  about  the  vicinity. 
They  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  plundered  in  the  eonrae 
of  the  summer.  There  were  tracks  of  wolves  in  every  direotlon,  to 
and  from  the  holes,  from  which  Mr.  Stuart  concluded  thftt  these 
animals  hod  first  been  attracted  to  the  place  by  the  smell  of  the 
skins  contained  in  the  cacbcH,  which  they  had  probably  torn  np, 
and  that  their  tracks  had  betrayed  the  secret  to  the  IndiuiB. 

The  three  remaining  caches  bad  not  been  molested  :  they  con- 
tained a  few  dry  goods,  some  ammunition,  and  a  number  of  beaver 
traps.  From  these  Mr.  Stuart  took  whatever  was  requisite  for 
his  party  ;  he  then  deposited  within  them  all  his  snperflaoaa  bag- 
gage, and  all  the  books  and  papers  scattered  around  ;  tJie  holes 
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were  then  carefnllj  olosad  up,  ftnd  tU  tnees  of  tliam  dboed 
And  here  we  have  to  reoord  another  inatanoe  of  the  indomitable 
spirit  of  the  western  trappers.  No  aooner  did  the  trio  of  Ken- 
tucky hunters,  Robinson,  Beiner,  and  Hobaok,  find  that  they 
could  once  more  be  fitted  out  for  a  campaign  of  beaver-tntpping, 
than  they  forgot  alt  that  they  had  suffered,  and  determined  npon 
another  trial  of  their  fortunes ;  preferring  to  take  their  ohanoe 
in  the  wilderness,  rather  than  return  home  ragged  and  pennileaa. 
As  to  Mr.  Miller,  he  declared  hia  eorioeity  and  his  desire  of  tray- 
elliog  through  the  Indian  countries  fuUy  satiafie<) ;  he  adhered 
to  hia  determination,  therefore,  to  keep  on  with  the  party  to  St 
Louis,  and  to  return  to  the  bosom  of  oiYiliied  society. 

The  three  hunters,  therefore,  Robinson,  fiesner,  and  Hobaok, 
were  furnished,  as  far  as  the  caches  and  the  means  of  Mr.  Stuart's 
party  aSordcd,  with  the  requisite  munitions  and  equipments  tot 
a  '*  two  years'  hunt ;"  but  as  their  fitting  out  was  yet  incomplete, 
they  resolved  to  wait  in  this  neighborhood  until  Mr.  Reed  should 
arrive  ;  whose  arrival  might  soon  be  expected,  as  he  was  to  set 
out  for  the  caches  about  twenty  days  aftor  Mr.  Stuart  parted 
witb  him  at  the  Wallah-Wallah  River. 

Mr.  Stuart  gave  in  chai^  to  RohinBon  a  letter  to  Mr.  Reed, 
reporting  his  safe  journey  thus  fiir,  and  the  state  in  which  he  had 
found  the  caches.  A  duplicate  of  thb  letter  he  elevated  on  a 
pole,  and  set  it  up  near  the  place  of  deposit. 

All  tbings  being  thus  arranged,  Mr.  Stuart  and  bis  little 
band,  now  scrcn  in  number,  took  leave  of  the  three  hardy  trap- 
pcr.4,  wishing  them  all  possible  success  in  their  lonely  and  peril- 
ous sojourn  in  the  wilderness  ;  and  we,  in  like  manner,  shall  leave 
tlieiii  to  tbc'ir  fortunes,  promising  to  take  them  up  again  at  some 
future  page,  and  to  close  the  story  of  their  persevering  and  ill- 
&ted  enterprise. 


CHAPTER  XIT. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  Mr.  Stuart  and  bis  companions  resumed 
their  journey,  bending  their  course  eastward,  along  the  course  of 
Snake  River.  As  they  advanced,  the  conntiy  opcDed,  The  hillc 
which  had  hemmed  in  the  river  receded  on  either  huid,  and 
great  sandy  and  dusty  plains  extended  before  them.  OoouiHi- 
ally  there  were  intervala  of  pasturage,  and  the  banks  of  the  river 
were  fringed  with  willows  and  cotton-wood,  so  that  its  conne 
might  be  traced  from  tho  hill  tops,  winding  nnder  an  tunbrogeoiu 
covert,  through  a  wide  sunburnt  landscape.  The  soil,  however, 
was  generally  poor ;  there  was  in  some  places  a  misemble  growth 
of  wormwood,  and  a  plant  called  eoltweed,  resembling  penny- 
royal ;  but  the  summer  heat  had  parched  the  plaino,  uid  left 
but  little  pasturage.  The  game  too  had  disappeared.  Tbe 
hunter  looked  in  vain  over  the  lifeless  landscape  j  now  and  then 
a  few  ant«lopc  might  be  seen,  but  not  within  reach  of  the  liSe. 
Wc  forbear  to  follow  the  travellers  in  a  week's  wandering  over 
these  barren  wastes,  where  they  suficred  much  from  hunger; 
having  to  depend  upon  a  few  fish  from  the  streams,  and  now  and 
then  a  little  dried  salmon,  or  a  dog,  procured  from  some  forlorn 
lodge  of  Sho!ihonies. 

Tired  of  these  cheerless  wastes,  they  left  the  honks  of  Snake 
River  on  the  7th  of  September,  under  gnidanoe  of  Hr.  UJlIer, 
who  having  aci^uired  some  knowledge  of  the  country  during  his 
trapping  campaign,  undertook  to  conduct  them  across  thfl  monib 
tains  by  a  better  route  than  that  by  Fort  Henry,  and  one  nunv 
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oat  of  the  range  of  th«  BUckfiwt  He  prored,  hovarer,  but  tax 
iudiffereDt  guide,  &nd  thej  soon  beomme  bewildered  unoug  rag- 
ged bills  and  unknown  itreanu,  and  burnt  and  barren  pmries. 

At  length  the;  came  to  a  river  on  whiob  Ur.  Miller  bad 
trapped,  and  to  wbioh  they  gare  bis  name;  thongb,  a«  before 
observed,  we  presume  it  to  be  tbe  same  called  Bear  River,  wbioh 
empties  itself  into  Lake  Bonnerille.  Up  this  river  and  ita 
branches  they  kept  for  two  or  three  daya,  supporting  tbemeelvea 
precariously  upon  fish.  They  soon  found  that  they  were  in  ft 
dangerous  neighborhood.  On  the  ISth  of  September,  having 
encamped  early,  they  sallied  ford)  with  their  rods  to  angle  for 
their  supper.  On  returning,  they  beheld  a  number  of  Indiana 
prowling  about  their  camp,  whom,  to  ttieir  infinite  disquiet,  they 
soon  perceived  to  be  Upsarokaa,  or  Crows.  Their  chief  came 
forward  with  a  confident  ur.  He  was  a  dark  herculean  fellow, 
fiill  six  feet  four  inches  in  height,  with  a  mingled  air  of  the 
roffian  and  the  rogue.  He  oondnoted  himself  peaoeably,  how- 
ever, and  dispatched  some  of  his  people  to  their  oamp,  which  was 
somewhere  in  tbe  neighborhood,  from  whenoe  they  retnnied  with 
a  most  acceptable  supply  of  bu&lo  meat.  He  now  signified  to 
Mr.  Stuart  that  he  was  going  to  trade  with  tbe  Snakes  who 
reside  on  the  west  base  of  the  moonbuos,  below  Henry's  Fori 
Here  they  cultivate  a  delicate  kind  of  tobacco,  much  esteemed 
and  sought  after  by  the  mountain  tribes.  There  was  something 
sinister,  however,  in  the  look  of  this  Indian,  that  inspired  dis- 
trust By  degrees,  the  number  of  his  people  increased,  until,  by 
midnight,  there  were  twenty-one  of  them  about  the  camp,  who 
began  to  be  impudent  and  troublesome.  The  greatest  uneasiness 
w^  DMW  felt  for  the  safety  of  the  horses  and  effects,  and  every 
ODi:  kept  vigilant  watch  throughout  the  night. 

The  morning  dawned,  however,  without  any  nngleasant  occur- 
rence, and  Mr.  Stuart,  having  purobaaed  all  the  bnffitlo  meat 
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that  the  Crows  had  to  spare,  prepared  to  depart.  Hia  ladisn 
acijuBiiitsnce,  however,  were  disposed  for  further  dealings  ;  and, 
above  all,  anTcious  for  a  supply  of  guDpowdcr,  for  which  th«f 
offered  horses  in  eseliange  Mr.  Stuart  declined  to  foamish  them 
with  the  dungerous  eoiuiuodity.  They  became  more  importanat« 
in  tlieir  solicitations,  until  they  met  with  a  flat  refusal. 

The  gigantic  chief  now  stepped  forward,  assumed  a  swelling 
air,  and,  slapping  himself  upon  the  breast,  gave  Mr.  Crooka  to 
understand  that  he  was  a  chief  of  great  power  and  importance. 
He  signified,  further,  that  it  was  customary  for  great  chiefe  when 
they  met,  to  make  each  other  presents.  He  requested,  therefore, 
that  Mr.  Stuart  would  alight,  and  give  him  the  horse  upon  which 
he  was  mounted.  This  was  a  noble  animal,  of  one  of  the  wild 
races  of  the  prairies  ;  on  which  Mr.  Stuart  set  great  value  ;  he, 
of  course,  sliook  his  head  at  the  request  of  the  Crow  dignitary. 
Upon  this  the  latter  strode  up  to  him,  and  taking  hold  of  him, 
moved  him  backwards  and  forwards  in  his  saddle,  as  if  to  make 
him  feel  that  he  was  a  mere  cliild  within  his  grasp,  Mr.  Stuart 
prcsened  his  calmness,  and  still  shook  his  head.  The  chief  thoD 
seized  the  bridle,  and  gave  it  a  jerk  that  startled  the  horse,  and 
nearly  brought  the  rider  to  the  ground.  Mr  Stuart  instantly 
drew  forth  a  pistol,  and  presented  it  at  the  head  of  thebnllf -ruffian. 
In  a  twinkling,  his  swaggering  was  at  an  end,  and  he  dodged 
behind  his  horse  to  escape  the  expected  shot.  As  his  subject 
Crows  gascd  on  the  affray  from  a  little  distanoo,  Mr.  Stuart 
ordered  his  men  to  level  their  rifles  at  them,  hut  not  to  fire.  The 
whole  crew  scampered  among  the  bushes,  and  throwing  tbem- 
selvcs  upon  the  ground,  vanished  from  sight. 

The  chieftain  thus  left  alone,  was  confounded  for  an  instant; 
but,  recovering  himself,  with  true  Indian  shrewdness,  burst  into 
a  loud  laugh,  and  affected  to  turn  off  the  whole  matter  as  a  pieos 
of  pleasantry.     Mr.  Stuart  by  no  means  relished  such  aqniTOoal 
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joking,  but  it  wu  not  his  poliof  to  get  into  ■  quarrel ;  io  he  joined 
with  the  best  grace  he  eonld  Msnme,  in  the  merriment  of  tiw 
jocular  giant ;  and,  to  console  the  latter  for  ^e  refiual  of  t^ 
horse,  made  him  a  present  of  twenty  ohargea  of  powder.  Thej 
parted,  according  to  all  outward  professioas,  the  beet  fUends  in 
the  world  ;  it  was  evident,  however,  that  nothing  bnt  the  smalt 
ncsa  of  bis  own  force,  and  the  martial  array  and  alertness  of  the 
white  men,  had  prevented  the  Crow  chief  from  proceeding  to 
open  outrage.  As  it  was,  his  worthy  followers,  in  the  eonrse  of 
their  brief  interview,  had  oontrived  to  purloin  a  bag  oontuning 
almost  all  the  cnlinary  utensils  of  the  party. 

The  travellers  kept  on  their  way  doe  east,  over  a  chun  at 
hilts.  The  recent  rencontre  showed  them  that  they  were  now  in 
a  land  of  danger,  subject  to  the  wide  roaminga  of  a  predaeioua 
tribe  ;  nor,  in  fact,  had  tbey  gone  many  miles,  before  they  bdield 
KlghU  calculated  to  inspire  anxiety  and  alarm.  From  the  som- 
mits  of  some  of  the  loftiest  mountuns,  in  different  directions, 
columns  of  smoke  began  to  rise.  These  they  concluded  .to  be 
signals  made  by  the  runners  of  the  Crow  chieftain,  to  sumnoa 
the  stragglers  of  his  band,  so  as  to  pursue  tbem  with  greater 
force.  Signals  of  this  kind,  made  by  out-runners  from  one  oen- 
tral  point,  will  rouse  a  wide  circuit  of  the  taionntaina  in  a  won- 
derfully short  space  of  time ;  and  bring  the  straggling  hunters 
and  warriors  to  the  standard  of  their  chieftun. 

To  keep  as  much  as  possible  out  of  the  way  of  these  free- 
booters, Mr.  Stuart  altered  his  course  to  the  north,  and,  quitting 
the  main  stream  of  Miller's  River,  kept  up  a  large  branch  that 
came  in  from  the  mountains.  Here  they  encamped,  after  a 
fatiguing  march  of  twenty-five  miles.  As  the  night  drew  on,  the 
hoTM's  were  hobbled  or  fettered,  and  tethered  close  to  the  camp ; 
a  vigilant  watch  was  maintained  tmtil  morning,  and  every  one 
slept  with  him  rifle  on  his  arm. 
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Al  Bunriae,  they  were  again  on  tbe  maroh,  still  keoping  to  tlie 
north.  The;  soon  bcgsu  to  ascend  the  mountains,  and  occasion- 
all;  had  wide  prospects  over  the  sarrounding  oonntry.  Not  a 
sign  of  a  Grow  was  to  be  seen ;  but  this  did  not  aaaare  them  of 
their  security,  well  knowing  the  peraoverance  of  these  savages  in 
dogging  any  party  they  intend  to  rob,  and  the  stealth;  way  id 
which  they  can  conceal  their  movements,  keeping  along  nvinei 
and  defiles.  After  a  mountain  scramble  of  twenty-one  mil«s, 
the;  encamped  on  the  margin  of  a  stream  running  to  the  north. 

In  the  evening  there  was  an  alarm  of  Indians,  and  ever;  one 
was  instant!;  on  the  alert.  The;  proved  to  be  three  miserable 
Snakes,  who  were  no  sooner  informed  that  a  band  of  Crows  was 
prowling  in  tbe  neighborhood,  than  they  made  off  with  great 
signs  of  consternation. 

A  couple  more  of  wear;  days  and  watchful  nights  brongfat 
them  to  a  strong  and  rapid  stream,  running  dne  north,  which 
they  concluded  to  be  one  of  the  upper  branches  of  Stialce  River. 
It  wa.s  probably  the  same  since  called  Salt  River.  They  dete^ 
mined  to  bend  their  course  down  this  river,  as  it  would  take 
them  still  further  out  of  the  dangerous  neighborhood  of  tbe 
Crows.  They  then  would  strike  upon  Mr,  Hunt's  track  of  the 
preceding  autumn,  and  retrace  it  across  the  mountains.  The 
attempt  to  find  a  better  route  under  guidance  of  Mr.  Miller  had 
cost  tliL-iii  a  large  bend  to  the  south ;  in  resuming  Mr.  Hunt's 
track,  tlicy  would  at  least  be  sure  of  their  road,  They  accor- 
dingly turned  down  along  tbe  course  of  this  stream,  and  at  the 
end  of  three  days'  journey,  came  to  where  it  was  joined  by  a 
larger  river,  and  assumed  a  more  impetuoos  character,  raging 
and  roaring  among  rocks  and  precipices.  It  proved,  in  fact,  to 
be  Mad  Blver,  already  noted  in  the  expedition  of  Mr.  Hunt.  On 
the  banks  of  this  river,  the;  encamped  on  the  18th  of  Septeaaher, 
at  an  earl;  hour. 


Six  ^y»  }iad  DOW  eU[)s«d  since  their  interview  with  the 
Crows;  during  that  tiiue  they  hutl  noma  nearlj  n  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  tn  the  north  and  wt«t,  vritlinut  seeing  any  signs  of  thoae 
niATsutlerB.  Tliej'  DuUniticnnl  (imuBolvea,  clioroture,  Ifcyuiiil  tJiD 
reach  of  molestation,  and  began  to  nlaz  in  th«r  vigilanoe,  linger- 
ing ocoaeion^j  for  part  of  a  daj,  where  there  was  good  paotarage. 
The  poor  horses  needed  repose.  They  liad  been  urged  on,  bj 
forced  marches,  over  ragged  heights,  among  rooks  and  fiUlen 
timber,  or  over  low  swampy  ndleyi^  intmdated  by  the  labora  ot 
the  beaver.  These  indtutriona  Knimals  xboanded  in  all  the 
nonntain  streams,  and  water  eonraes,  wherever  there '  wete 
willows  for  their  subsistence.  Hany  of  them  they  had  bo  eoi4- 
pletely  dammed  np  as  to  inundate  the  low  grounds,  ""H'g 
shallow  pools  or  lakes,  and  extensive  quagmires :  by  wUeh  the 
route  of  the  travellers  wse  often  impeded. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  they  rose  at  early  dawn;  wbm 
began  to  prepare  breakfast,  and  others  to  arrange  the  packs  pre- 
paratory to  a  march.  The  horses  had  been  hobbled,  hat  left  at 
large  to  grace  upon  the  adjacent  pasture.  Mr.  Stoart  wason  the 
bank  of  a  river,  at  a  short  distance  from  the  camp,  when  be  heard 
the  alarm  cry — "  Indians  I  Indians  I — to  arms  t  to  anas  t" 

A  mounted  Grow  galloped  past  the  camp,  bearing  a  red  flag. 
He  reined  his  steed  on  the  summit  of  a  neighboring  knoll,  and 
waved  his  flaring  banner.  A  diabolical  yell  now  broke  forth  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  camp,  beyond  where  the  horses  were 
gTHting,  and  a  Hniall  troop  of  savages  came  galloping  np,  whoop- 
ing and  making  a  terrific  clamor.  The  horsea  took  fright,  and 
dashed  across  the  camp  in  the  direction  of  the  standard-bearer, 
attracted  by  hin  waving  flag.  He  instantly  pat  spurs  to  his  steed, 
anil  scoured  off.  followed  by  the  panic -stricken  herd,  their  fright 
being  increased  by  the  yells  of  the  savages  in  their  rear. 

At  the  first  alarm,  Mr.  Stuart  and  his  comrades  had  setiad 
17 
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tlioir  rifles,  and  altempted  to  cut  off  the  lodianB,  who  were  pur- 
suing tlie  horses.  Thuir  attention  was  iustmiU;  distracted  bj 
whoops  and  yiAla  iu  an  opposite  direction.  They  bow  appre- 
heiiUed  tliat  a  reserve  party  was  about  to  carry  off  their  bagg«f(& 
They  ran  to  seeure  it.  The  reserve  party,  however,  galloped  by, 
wlioopingand  yelliog  in  triuuiph  aud  derision.  The  lost  of  them 
proved  tu  be  their  commander,  the  identical  giant  joker  already 
mentioned.  lie  was  not  cast  in  the  stern  poetical  mould  of  bah* 
ionablc  Indian  heroism,  but  on  the  contrary,  was  grievously  given 
to  vulgur  jocularity.  As  he  passed  Mr.  Stuart  and  hia  compan- 
ions, be  checked  his  horse,  raised  himself  in  the  saddle,  and  cl^ 
ping  his  hand  on  the  most  insulting  part  of  his  body,  uttered 
some  jeering  words,  which,  fortunately  for  their  delicacy,  th^ 
could  not  understand.  The  rifle  of  Ben  Jones  waa  levelled  in 
an  instant,  and  he  was  on  the  point  of  whiizing  a  bullet  into  the 
target  so  tauntingly  displayed.  ''Xot  for  your  life!  not  for 
your  life  I"  exclaimed  Mr.  fjtuart,  ''you  will  bring  destruction 
on  us  alt !" 

It  was  hard  to  restrain  honest  Ben,  when  the  mark  was  m 
fair  aud  the  insult  so  foul,  "  Oh,  Mr.  Stuart,"  exclaimed  h^ 
"  only  let  ine  have  one  crack  ut  the  infernal  rascal,  and  yon  may 
keep  all  the  pay  that  is  due  to  me." 

'■By  heaven,  if  you  fire,"  cried  Mr.  Stuart,  "I'll  blow  your 
hraius  out." 

By  this  time  tlic  Indian  was  far  out  of  reach,  and  had  rejoined 
his  men,  and  the  whole  dare-devil  band,  with  the  captured  horsey 
scuttled  ofi'  along  the  defiles,  their  red  flag  flaunUng  over  bead, 
and  the  rocks  echoing  to  their  whoops  and  yells,  and  demoniac 
laughter 

The  unhorsed  travellers  gazed  after  them  in  silent  mortifica- 
tion and  despair  ;  yet  Mr.  Stuart  could  not  but  admire  the  style 
and  spirit  with  which  the  whole  exploit  had  been  managed,  and 
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pronoaitoed  it  one  of  the  most  daring  uid  intrepid  wtiwtui  lie  had 
ever  heard  of  among  Indiana  The  whole  number  of  the  Gram 
did  not  exceed  twenty.  In  this  waj  a  small  gang  of  lorkers  will 
harr;  off  the  caralry  of  a  large  war  part;,  for  when  onoe  a  dron 
of  horses  ate  seiaod  with  a  panie,  they  beeome  frantio,  and  nothing 
ihort  of  broken  neoks  can  ftop  thoB. 

No  one  was  more  annoyed  by  this  nnfortnnate  oocnrrenet 
than  Ben  Jones.  He  deelared  he  woald  aetaally  haro  givett  !■■ 
whole  arrears  of  pay,  amounting  to  npwarda  of  a  year's  wigl^ 
rather  than  be  balked  of  saoh  a  capital  shot.  Hr.  Btoart,  bowi- 
ever,  represented  what  night  baTe  been  the  consequence  ot  t» 
rash  an  act.  Life  for  life  is  the  Indian  "'»t'">  The  whole  trite 
would  hare  made  common  oaase  in  avenging  the  death  of  a  wait- 
rior.  The  party  were  bnt  seven  diamoantod  men,  witii  a  wid* 
monntain  region  to  traverse,  infested  by  these  people,  and  whiek 
might  ull  be  roused  by  signal  fires.  In  fact,  the  oondnct  of  tiM 
band  of  marauders  in  qoestion,  showed  the  persereranoe  of  saw 
ages  when  once  they  have  fixed  their  minds  upon  a  projeok 
These  fellows  had  evidently  been  ulently  and  secretly  dogging 
the  party  for  a  week  past,  and  a  distance  of  a  hnndred  and  fif^ 
miles,  keeping  oat  of  sight  by  day,  larking  about  the  eneampmoat 
at  night,  watching  all  their  movements,  and  wuting  for  a  favor*' 
ble  moment  when  they  should  be  off  their  guard.  The  menaoe 
of  Mr  Stuart,  lu  their  first  interview,  to  shoot  the  giant  chief 
with  his  pistol,  nnd  the  fright  caused  among  the  warriors  by  pre- 
senting the  rifles,  had  probably  added  the  stimulus  of  pique  to 
their  usual  horse-stealing  propensities,  and  in  this  mood  of  mind 
they  would  doubtless  have  followed  the  party  throughout  their 
whole  course  over  the  Rocky  Mountains,  rather  than  be  diap- 
pointed  in  their  scheme. 


CHAPTER  XITI. 

Few  rerenes  in  this  cluageful  world  ure  more  oompleto  ud 
diBheaTteniug  thaa  that  of  a.  traveller,  saddenly  unhoned,  in  tlw 
midst  of  the  wilderaesa.  Our  uufortniute  tnTsllen  oaateni- 
pktcd  their  aitnation,  for  a  tim«,  in  perfect  dismay.  A  long 
joarney  over  rugged  monntuDB  and  immeaattrable  pluns  1^ 
before  them,  which  they  must  painfully  perform  on  foot,  and 
every  thing  necesasry  for  subsistence  or  defence  most  be  oarried 
on  their  shoulders.  Their  dismay,  however,  ma  bat  transient^ 
and  they  immediately  set  to  work,  with  that  prompt  expediency 
produced  by  the  cxigenciea  of  the  wildemeaa,  to  fit  themaalTes 
for  the  change  iu  their  condition. 

Their  first  attention  was  to  select  from  their  btggage  soek 
articlea  aa  were  indispensable  to  their  journey ;  to  make  theon  np 
into  convenient  packa,  and  to  deposit  the  residue  in  oaohes.  The 
whole  day  waa  consumed  in  these  oconpations ;  at  ni^t,  thej 
made  a  scanty  meal  of  their  remaining  provisions,  and  lay  down 
to  alecp  with  heavy  hearts.  In  the  morning,  thoy  were  ap  and 
about  at  an  early  hour,  and  began  to  prepare  their  knapnoka  for 
a  march,  while  Sen  Jones  repaired  to  an  old  beaver  trap  wiaA 
he  had  aet  in  the  river  bank  at  some  little  distaooe  fh>m  tba 
camp.  Ho  waa  rejoiced  to  find  a.middle^ised  bearer  Uiere,  anS- 
cient  for  a  moruiog's  meal  to  hia  hungry  comrades.  On  hia  waj 
back  with  hia  prise,  ho  observed  two  heads  peering  over  the  edgs 
of  an  impending  ells',  several  hundred  feet  high,  whioh  he  ra^ 
posed  to  be  a  couple  of  wolves.    As  he  oontinoed  on,  ha  noir  and 


tliPD  east  his  Pje  up ;  the  Leads  were  still  there,  loolting  down 
with  fixed  and  mtcbfol  gu«.  A  anapioioD  now  flaohed  >ien« 
his  miod  that  thej  might  be  Indian  aconta ;  ajid,  bad  thaj  not 
been  G>r  abore  the  reach  of  hia  lifle,  he  would  nndonbtedly  hav* 
regaled  them  with  a  ahot. 

On  arriving  at  the  camp,  he  direet«d  the  attention  <tf  hii 
comrades  to  these  aerial  obaerren.  The  aame  idea  waa  at  Int 
entertained,  that  they  wen  wolrea;  b«t  thmr  immoraUe  wat^ 
inlneas  soon  aatisfied  erarj  one  that  they  were  Tw^janf  It  mg 
concluded  that  they  were  watcAiing  the  moTementa  of  the  parfrf, 
to  discover  their  place  of  ooneealment  of  moh  artielea  aa  thaf 
would  be  compelled  to  leave  behind.  There  was  no  likeliboirf 
that  the  caches  wonld  eae^ie  the  aevch  of  such  keen  eyes  aad 
experienced  rammagera,  and  the  idea  waa  intolenble,  that  any 
more  booty  should  &11  into  thnr  hands.  To  disappoint  tbeaa, 
therefore,  the  travellers  atripped  the  caches  of  the  articles  depi>' 
sited  there,  and  collecting  together  every  thing  that  tbey  eooU 
not  carry  away  with  them,  made  a  bonfire  of  all  that  wouM  boi^ 
and  threw  the  rest  into  the  river.  There  waa  a  forlorn  aatia&A- 
tion  in  thus  balking  the  Grows,  by  the  destruction  of  their  owa 
property ;  and,  having  thus  gretified  their  pique,  they  sbonlderad 
their  packs,  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  set  out  oa 
their  pedcslriao  wayfaring. 

The  route  they  took  was  down  along  the  banks  of  Had  Biver. 
This  Etream  makes  its  way  throng  the  defiles  of  the  moontaiu, 
into  the  plain  below  Fort  Henry,  where  it  terminates  in  Snake 
RiTer.  Mt.  Stuart  w*b  in  liopes  of  meeting  with  Snake  encamp- 
ments in  the  plain,  where  he  might  procure  a  couple  of 'horses  to 
transport  the  baggage.  In  auch  case,  be  intended  to  resume  hia 
ea^lcm  eourse  acroaa  the  mounlwns,  and  endeavor  to  reach 
the  Cheyenne  River  before  winter.  Should  he  fail,  however,  ef 
obtaining  horaes,  he  wonld  pnthiblj  be  ccoupdled  to  winter  W 


the  Pacific  Bide  of  the  moantaina,  aomewhere  on  th«  bead  watan 
of  the  Spanish  or  Colorado  Bivcr. 

With  all  tlic  c-arc  that  hud  been  obseired  in  taking  nothing 
with  them  that  waa  not  absolutely  necessary,  the  poor  pedestrian! 
were  bearity  laden,  and  their  hurdcna  added  to  the  fatigues  of 
their  rugged  road.  They  suffered  mueh,  too,  from  hunger.  The 
trout  they  caught  were  too  poor  to  yield  much  nourishment; 
their  main  dependence,  therefore,  waa  npon  an  old  bearer  tram 
iriiich  they  had  providentialty  retained.  Whenever  they  were 
fortunate  enough  to  entrap  a  beaver,  it  was  cut  up  immediatelj 
and  distributed,  that  each  man  might  carry  his  share. 

After  two  days  of  toilsome  travel,  during  which  they  made 
hut  eighteen  milca,  they  stopped  on  the  2l8t,  to  bnild  two  rafts 
on  which  to  cross  to  the  north  aide  of  the  river.  On  these  tboy 
emharlced,  on  the  following  morning,  four  on  one  raft,  aad  three 
on  the  other,  and  pushed  boldly  from  shore.  Finding  tlie  nits 
Buffieiontly  firm  ond  steady  to  withstand  the  rough  and  rapid 
water,  tbey  changed  their  minds,  and  instead  of  crossing,  ven- 
tured to  fioat  down  with  the  current.  The  river  was,  in  general, 
very  rapid,  and  from  one  to  two  hundred  yards  in  width,  winding 
in  every  direction  through  mouutaina  of  hard  black  rook,  covered 
with  pines  and  cedars.  The  mountains  to  the  east  of  the  river 
were  apura  of  the  llocliy  range,  and  of  great  magnitude;  thoM 
on  the  west  were  little  better  than  liills,  bleak  and  barren,  or 
scantily  clothed  with  stunted  grass. 

Mad  Uivcr,  though  deserving  ita  name  from  the  inpetnority 
of  Its  current,  was  free  from  rapida  and  caaeades,  andflowsd  on 
in  a  aingle  channel  between  gravel  haiika,  often  fringed  with  oot- 
ton-wood  and  dwarf  willowa  in  abundance.  These  gave  Btute- 
nanee  to  immcnae  quantities  of  beaver,  so  that  the  royagenn 
found  no  difficulty  in  procuring  food.  Bon  Jones,  also,  killed  a 
fiillow  deor,  and  a  wolverine,  and  aa  tbey  were  enabled  to  MRj 
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s  on  their  rafts,  their  larder  w&s  well  supplied.  In* 
deed,  they  might  have  occsginnnlW  shot  bearera  tliat  were  swim- 
loing  in  the  river  &s  they  flwil«d  by.  but  they  humanely  spared 
Uteir  lives,  being  in  no  wuit  of  meal  at  the  tiinc.  In  this  ny, 
lltey  kept  down  the  river  for  three  daya,  drifting  with  the  eturcnl 
«nd  encamping  on  land  at  night,  when  they  drew  up  their  rafts  on 
shore.  Towards  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  they  came  to  s 
little  island  on  which  they  descried  a  gang  of  elk  Ben  Jonea 
landed,  and  was  fortunate  enongh  to  wound  one,  which  imme- 
diately look  to  the  water,  hnt,  being  unable  to  etem  the  current, 
drifted  abore  a'mile,  when  it  was  overtaken  and  drawn  In  shora. 
As  a  slomj  was  gathering,  they  now  encamped  on  the  margin  of 
tlie  river,  wliere  they  remained  all  the  next  day,  sheltering  thcra- 
•etves  a?  well  as  they  eonld  from  the  rain,  and  hail,  and.  snow,  a 
sharp  foretaste  of  the  impending  winter.  During  their  cneamp- 
ment,  they  employed  them^rcs  in  jt-rkiog  u  }iiit  of  tlio  elk  for 
Itature  •inpply.  In  cutting  up  tbo  earcass,  they  foond  that  tho 
animal  had  been  wonuded  by  banters,  about  a  week  previously, 
an  arrow  head  and  a  musket  hall  remaining  in  the  wonnds.  In 
the  wilderne»i.  every  trivial  cirentnstanee  is  a  matter  of  anxiouB 
■peenlation  The  Snake  Indians  have  no  guns  ;  the  elk,  there- 
fore. conH  not  have  been  wounded  bj  our  r.f  them  Thej-  were 
on  the-  borders  of  the  country  infested  by  the  Blaekfeet,  who 
carry  firearms  It  was  concluded,  therefore,  that  the  elk  had 
been  hunted  by  some  of  that  wandering  tad  hostile  tribe,  who,  of 
course,  must  be  in  the  neighborhood.  The  idea  pnt  an  end  to 
the  transient  solace  they  had  enjoyed  in  the  comparatire  repoM 
and  abundance  of  the  river. 

For  three  days  longer  they  eontinned  to  navigate  with  their 
rafts  The  recent  storm  had  rendered  the  weather  extremely 
cold  They  had  now  floated  down  the  river  about  ninety-oM 
nnles,  when,  finding  the  monntKnu  on  llie  ri^t,  diminidwd  to 


moderate  siicd  hilb,  tkcj  landed,  and  prepared  to  resume  thdr 
jourui>y  on  foot.  According);,  having  spent  a  day  in  prcpan- 
tiouB,  making  moccaaong,  and  parcelling  ont  their  jerked  meat  in 
pocka  of  twenty  ponnds  to  each  man,  they  taraod  their  backi 
upon  the  river  on  the  29th  of  September  and  atruok  off  to  the 
northcant ;  keeping  along  the  uouthem  skirt  of  the  mounbua  od 
which  Henry's  Fort  was  situated, 

Tlicir  march  was  slow  and  toilsome ;  part  of  the  time  throng^ 
an  alluvial  bottom,  thickly  grown  with  cotton-wood,  hawthorn  and 
willowf,  and  part  of  the  time  over  rough  billa.  Three  antelopei 
came  within  isliot,  but  the;  dared  not  fire  at  thenr,  lest  the  repmi 
of  their  rifles  nhould  betray  them  to  the  Slackfeet.  In  the  oonrw 
of  the  day,  they  came  upon  a  large  horse-traok  apparently  aboDt 
three  weeks  old,  and  in  the  evening  encamped  on  the  banks  of  a 
small  stream,  on  a  spot  which  had  been  the  oampii^;  place  of  this 

On  the  following  morning  they  still  obserred  the  Indian 
track,  but  after  a  time  they  came  to  where  it  separated  in  every 
direction,  and  was  loBt,  This  showed  that  the  band  had  diapened 
in  various  hunting  parties,  and  was,  in  all  probability,  still  in  the 
neighborhood ;  it  was  necessary,  therefore,  to  proceed  Willi  the 
utmost  caution.  They  kept  a  vigilant  eye  aa  they  marohed,  npon 
every  height  where  a  scout  might  bo  posted,  and  scanned  the 
solitary  landscape  and  the  distant  ravines,  to  olwerve  any  oolnmn 
of  smoke ;  hut  nothing  of  the  kind  was  to  be  seen ;  all  was  inde- 
bcribably  i<tern  and  lifeless. 

Towards  evening  they  came  to  where  there  were  sereral  hot 
springs,  ):trongly  impregnated  with  iron  and  sulphnr,and  aending 
up  a  volume  of  vapor  that  tainted  the  surrounding  atmosphere, 
and  might  be  seen  at  the  distance  of  a  eonple  of  miles. 

Near  to  these  they  encamped,  in  a  deep  gully,  which  a 
some  oonoealment.     To  their  great  concern,  Mr,  Crooks,  niio  fa 
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boeD  iodUposed  for  the  two  preceding  dsj'H,  had  s  violent  fever  in  - 
tho  Digbt 

Shortly  after  daybreak  they  resumed  tbeir  m&rch.  On 
emerging  from  the  glen,  a  consultation  was  held  as  to  their 
oourae.  Should  the}-  continue  round  the  skirt  of  the  mountain, 
they  would  be  in  danger  of  falling  in  with  the  scattered  {>arties 
of  BUckfeet,  who  were  probably  hunting  In  the  plain.  It  was 
thought  most  adriiiable,  therefore,  to  strike  directly  across  the 
mountain,  since  the  route,  though  rugged  and  difficult,  would  h« 
most  scouro.  ThiD  counsel  was  indignantly  derided  by  M'I>clIan 
u  pusillanimous.  Uot-headed  and  impatient  at  all  .times,  he  had 
been  rendered  irascible  b^  the  fatigues  of  the  journey,  and  ihu 
oonditiun  of  his  feet,  which  were  chafed  and  sore.  He  could  not 
endure  the  ides  of  encountering  the  difficulties  of  the  mountain, 
Knd  swore  he  would  rather  face  all  the  Blackfeet  in  the  conntry. 
He  was  overruled,  however,  and  the  [larty  began  tA  aaccud  tho 
mountain,  striving,  with  the  ardor  and  emulation  of  young  men, 
vho  should  be  first  np,  M'Lellftn,  who  was  double  the  ngc  of 
some  of  his  companions,  soon  Ixtgan  to  low;  breath,  and  fall  in 
Uie  rear.  In  the  distribution  of  burdens,  it  was  his  turn  to  carry 
tJie  old  beaver  trap.  Piqued  and  irritated,  he  suddenly  cauie  U> 
K  halt,  swore  he  would  carry  it  no  further,  and  jerked  it  half-wa; 
down  ihf  liill  lit*  was  offered  in  plucc  uf  it  a  package  of  dried 
meat,  but  thix  he  scornfully  threw  upon  the  ground.  They  might 
carry  it,  lie  said,  who  needed  it,  for  his  part,  he  conld  provide  hi^ 
daily  food  with  his  rifle.  He  concluded  by  flinging  off  from  the 
party,  and  keeping  along  the  skirts  of  the  mountain,  leaving 
thofic,  he  said,  to  climb  rocks,  who  were  afraid  to  fcce  Indians. 
It  wa.s  in  vain  that  Mr.  Stuart  represented  to  bim  the  rashness 
of  his  conduct,  and  the  dangers  to  which  he  exposed  himself :  he 
rejected  such  counsel  as  craven.  It  was  equally  useless  to  repre- 
sent the  dangers  to  which  h«  mbjectod  hia  oompaaiona ;  aa  he 
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could  be  discovered  at  a  great  distance  on  those  naked  plains,  and 
the  Indians,  seeing  him,  would  know  that  there  must  be  other 
white  men  within  reach.  M'Lellan  tirrned  a  deaf  ear  to  every 
remonstrance,  and  kept  on  his  wilful  way. 

It  seems  a  strange  instance  of  perverseness  in  this  man  thus 
to  fling  liimsclf  off  alone,  in  a  savage  region,  where  solitude  itself 
.  was  dismal,  but  every  encounter  with  his  fellow-man  full  of  periL 
Such,  however,  is  the  hardness  of  spirit,  and  the  insensibility  to 
danger,  that  grow  upon  men  in  the  wilderness.  M'Lellan,  more- 
over, was  a  man  of  peculiar  temperament,  ungovernable  in  his 
will,  of  a  courage  that  absolutely  knew  no  fear,  and  somewhat  of 
a  braggart  spirit,  that  took  a  pride  in  doing  desperate  and  hair- 
brained  tilings. 

Mr.  Stuart  and  his  party  found  the  passages  of  the  mountain 
somewhat  difficult,  on  account  of  the  snow,  which  in  many  plaoea 
was  of  considerable  depth,  though  it  was  now  but  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber. They  crossed  the  summit  early  in  the  afternoon,  and  beheld 
below  them  a  plain  about  twenty  miles  wide,  bounded  on  the  oppo- 
site side  by  their  old  acquaintances,  the  Pilot  Knobs, those  towering 
mountains  which  had  served  Mr.  Hunt  as  landmarks  in  part  of 
his  route  of  the  preceding  year.  Through  the  intermediate  plain 
wandered  a  river  about  fifty  yafds  wide,  sometimes  gleaming  in 
open  day,  but  oftener  running  through  willowed  banks,  iHiieh 
marked  its  serpentine  course. 

*  Those  of  the  party  who  had  been  across  these  monntainB, 
pointed  out  much  of  the  Ixjarings  of  the  country  to  Mr.  Stuart 
They  showed  him  in  what  direction  must  lie  the  deserted  post 
called  Henry's  Fort,  where  they  had  abandoned  their  horses  and 
embarked  in  canoes,  and  they  informed  him  that  the  stream  whidh 
wandered  through  the  plain  below  them,  fell  into  Henry  River, 
half  way  between  the  fort  and  the  mouth  of  Mad  or  Snake  Riyer. 
The  character  of  all  this  mountain  region  was  decidedly  volouiio; 
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and  to  the  Dorthwest,  btttwMii  Henry's  Fort  ukd  tikt  sonroe  of. 
tfie  Missoari,  Mr.  Stn&rt  obeerred  Beveral  very  liigh  pekks  covered 
with  enow,  from  two  of  whioh.  nnokie  ascended  in  oonsiderxUft 
TolumeB,  apparently  from  oratera,  in  »  state  of  einption. 

On  their  way  down  the  monnUioi,  when  Uiej  had  reached  the 
skirts,  they  descried  M'Lellan  at  a  distance,  in  the  adranoe,  trar- 
ereing  the  plain.  Whether  he  saw  them  or  not,  he  showed  no  dis; 
position  to  rejoin  them,  but  pursued  his  snllen  and  solitary  way. 

After  descending  into  Uie  plain,  tiiey  kept  on  about  six  miles, 
nntil  they  reached  the  little  rirer,  which  was  here  about  knee 
deep,  and  richly  fVinged  with  willow.  Here  they  encamped  fi^ 
the  night.  At  this  eacampment  the  fever  of  Hr.  Crooks  increased 
to  sncb  a  degree  that  it  was  imposaible  for  him  to  travel.  Somt 
of  the  men  were  strennons  for  Hr.  Stuart  to  proceed  withont  liim, 
urging  the  imminent  danger  they  were  exposed  to  by  delay  in 
that  unknovra  and  barren  re^on,  infested  by  the  most  treache- 
rous and  inveterate  of  foes.  They  represented  that  the  season 
WHS  rapidly  advancing;  the  weather  for  some  days  had  been 
extremely  cold ;  the  monntains  were  already  almost  impassaUe 
from  snow,  and  would  aoon  present  effectual  barriers.  Thdv 
provisions  were  ezhansted ;  tfaer«  was  no  game  to  be  seen,  and 
they  did  not  dare  to  use  their  rifles,  through  fear  of  drawing 
upon  thorn  Ihe  Blackfeet. 

The  picture  thus  presented,  was  too  true  to  be  contradicted, 
and  made  a  deep  impression  on  the  mind  of  Hr.  Stuart ;  but  the 
idea  of  abandoning  a  fellow  being,  and  a  comrade,  in  such  a 
forlorn  situation,  was  too  repugnant  to  his  feelings  to  be  admitted 
for  an  instant.  He  represented  to  the  men  that  the  malady  of 
Mr  Crooks  could  not  be  of  long  duration,  and  that  in  all  proba- 
biiily.  be  nould  bcable  to  travel  in  the  conrsc  of  a  few  days.  It 
WBH  with  great  difficulty,  however,  that  he  prevailed  upon  them 
to  abide  the  event.  ,' 
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As  tlie  travellers  were  now  in  a  (langcrous  neighborboodf  vhens 
the  report  of  a  rifle  might  bring  the  savages  upon  them,  they 
had  to  depend  upon  their  old  beaver-trap  for  subaiatence.  The 
little  river  ou  wlilcli  they  were  cucamped  gave  many  ''  bearer 
signs,"  aud  Dou  Jones  iiet  off  at  daybreak,  along  the  willowed 
bauk^,  to  find  a  proper  trappiog-placo.  Aa  lie  waa  making  hia 
way  among  the  thickets,  with  hia  trap  on  hia  shoulder  aud  his 
rifle  in  his  hand,  he  heard  a  erasliiug  sound,  aud  turning,  behold 
a  huge  grizzly  bear  advancing  upon  him,  with  terrific  growL  The 
sturdy  Kcutuckiau  was  not  to  be  intimidated  by  man  or  moDster. 
Levelling  his  rifle,  he  pulled  trigger.  The  bear  waa  wounded, 
but  not  mortally  :  instead,  however,  of  rusliing  upon  hia  aaaailant, 
as  ix  generally  the  ease  with  this  kind  of  bear,  he  retreated  into 
the  bushes.  Jonca  followed  him  for  some  diatanoe,  bat  with  suit- 
able caution,  and  Bruiu  effceted  his  escape. 

As  there  was  every  prospect  of  a  detention  of  some  dkys  in 
this  plaee,  and  as  the  supplies  of  the  beavcr-trap  were  too  preca- 
rious to  be  depended  upon,  it  became  absolutely  neceaaary  to  run 
some  risk  of  discovery  by  hunting  in  the  neighborhood.  Ben 
Jones,  therefore,  obtained  permission  to  range  with  his  rifle  some 
distance  from  the  camp,  and  set  off  to  beat  up  the  river  banks, 
in  deliauee  of  bear  or  Blackfeet. 

He  returned  in  great  spirits  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours, 
having  come  upon  a  gang  of  elk  about  six  miles  off,  and  killed 
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five.  This  wu  joyful  news,  aad  th«  ptr^  immsdifttety  nored 
fonrard  to  the  pUc«  where  he  had  left  the  o&tommk.  They  were 
obliged  to  Bupport  Mr.  Crooks  the  whole  distauoe,  for  he  wu  tut- 
able  to  walk.  Here  the;  remained  for  two  or  three  days,  fBaating 
heartily  on  elk  meat,  and  drying  aa  mnoh  u  they  would  be  able 
to  carry  away  with  tham. 

By  the  5th  of  October,  some  simple  preaoriptions,  fa^ethet 
with  an  "  Indian  sweat,"  had  so  &r  benefited  Hr.  Crooks,  that 
he  was  enabled  to  move  about;  th^,  therefore,  set  forward 
slowly,  dindiug  his  pack  and  aooontrementa  among  them,  and 
made  a  creeping  day's  progress  tf  eight  milea  south.  Thnr 
route  for  the  most  part  lay  through  swamps,  caused  by  the  indu- 
trions  labors  of  the  bearer ;  for  tiiis  little  animal  had  dammed 
up  numerous  small  streams,  i— ning  fram  the  Pilot  Knob  Moanr 
taioB,  so  that  the  low  gronnds  on  their  borders  were  oompletely 
inundated  In  the  course  of  their  march  they  killed  a  grinly 
bear,  with  fat  on  its  flanks  upwards  of  three  inches  in  thickness. 
This  was  an  acceptable  addition  to  their  stock  of  ellc  meat  The 
next  day  Mr.  Crooks  was  suffidentlj  recruited  in  strength  to  be 
able  to  carry  his  rifle  and  pistols,  and  tJiey  made  a  march  of  ser- 
tccD  miles  along  the  borders  of  the  plain. 

Their  journey  daily  became  more  toilsome,  and  thnr  sofler- 
iiigs  iLiurc  a<;vere,  as  ahey  advanced.  Keeping  up  the  channel 
(f  a  river,  tbey  traversed  the  rugged  summit  of  the  Pilot  Kn(d> 
Mountaiu,  covered  with  snow  nine  inches  deep,  ^or  several  days 
thej'  continued,  bending  their  course  as  much  aa  possible  to  the 
east,  over  a  succession  of  rocky  heights,  deep  valleys,  and  rapid 
streainH.  Sometimes  their  diuy  path  lay  along  the  margin  of 
ptTpcniiiculur  jirecipiees,  several  hacdred  feet  in  height,  where  a 
single  fal»c  aiep  might  precipitate  them  into  the  rocky  bed  of  a 
torrcot  which  roared  below.  Not  the  least  part  of  their  weary 
task  was  the  fording  of  the  numerous  windings  and  btanohingi 


of  the  moontun  riven,  all  boisteroiu  in  their  onmnta,  ud 
ioj  cold. 

Hanger  wu  added  to  th«r  other  Bufferings,  and  soon  becaaw 
the  keenest.  The  email  supply  of  bear  and  elk  meat  which  thej 
had  been  able  to  carry,  in  addition  to  their  prerious  bordena, 
served  bnt  for  a  verj  short  time.  In  their  anxiety  to  struggle 
forward,  thej  had  but  little  time  to  bunt,  and  scarce  any  game  in 
their  path.  For  three  days  they  had  noUiing  to  eat  bnt  m  amall 
duck,  and  a  few  poor  trout.  They  occasionally  saw  numbers  of 
antelopes,  and  tried  every  art  to  get  within  shot ;  bnt  the  timid 
animals  were  more  than  commonly  wild,  and  afUr  tantalising  th» 
hungry  Unntcrs  for  a  time,  bounded  away  beyond  all  ohanoe  of 
pursuit.  At  length  they  were  fortunate  enough  to  kill  one :  it 
was  extremely  meagre,  and  yielded  but  a  scanty  supply  ;  bnt  on 
this  they  subsisted  for  several  days. 

On  the  1 1th,  they  encamped  on  a  small  stream,  near  the  tooi 
of  the  Spanish  River  Mountain.  Here  they  met  with  traces  of 
that  vnyward  and  solitary  being,  M'Lellan,  who  was  sUIl  keeping 
on  ahead  of  them  through  these  louely  mountains.  He  had  en- 
camped the  night  before  on  this  stream ;  they  found  the  embers 
of  the  fire  by  which  he  had  slept,  and  the  remains  of  a  miserable 
wolf  on  which  ho  had  supped.  It  was  evident  he  had  suffered, 
like  themselves,  the  pangs  of  banger,  though  he  had  fared  better 
at  thiH  encampment ;  for  they  bad  not  a  mouthful  to  eat 

The  next  dJ^,  they  rose  hungry  and  alert,  and  set  oat  irith 
the  dawn  to  climb  the  mountain,  which  was  steep  and  diffiealt 
Traces  of  volcanic  eruptions  were  to  be  seen  is  varioaa  dlreo- 
tioDs.  There  was  a  species  of  clay  also  to  be  mot  with,  out  of 
which  the  Indians  mann&cture  pots  and  jars,  and  dishes.  It  is 
very  fine  and  light,  of  an  agreeable  smell,  and  of  a  brown  color 
spotted  with  yellow,  and  dissolves  readily  in  the  month.  Yeneli 
manu&otured  of  it,  are  said  to  impart  a  pleasant  smell  and  flavor 
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to  anv  Itqnids.  These  monntains  abonnd  bIao  with  minerftt 
e&rtlia,  or  chalks  of  Tirioiu  colors;  espeouUjtwo  kindB  of  odmj 
one  a  pate,  the  other  k  bright  red,  Ifte  TenniHon ;  muek  used  by 
the  Indiaos,  in  punting  their  bodiei. 

About  noon,  the  traTellers  rekehed  tiie  "dnina  "  and  tirookt 
that  formed  the  bead  wftteri  of  the  riTor,  ud  Utw  in  the  dsj, 
descended  to  where  the  main  bodj,  a  shallow  Btrewn,  abont  > 
hundred  and  eiztj  yards  wide,  poared  throng  ita  moant>]> 
valley.     • 

Here  the  poor  famishing  wuideren  had  expected  to  And  bnf< 
fiilo  il  abnndaace,  and  had  fed  thoir  hongrj  hopes  during  theb 
acrambling  toil,  with  the  thoughts  of  roasted  ribs,  jniey  huBipsj 
«nd  broiled  marrow  bones.  To  their  great  disappointment,  tb* 
river  banks  were  deserted ;  a  few  old  tracks,  showed  where  a  hod 
of  bulla  had  some  time  before  passed  along,  bnt  not  a  hoi^  nov 
hump  was  to  be  seen  in  tiie  sterile  landsoape.  A  few  antdopes 
looked  down  upon  them  from  the  brow  of  a  crag,  bnt  flitted  awsf 
out  of  sight  at  the  least  approaeh  of  tiie  hunter. 

In  the  most  starving  mood  they  kept  for  sereral  miles  Atrtiter, 
along  the  bank  of  the  river,  seeking  for  "  beaver  signs."  Find* 
ing  same,  they  encamped  in  the  vicinity,  and  Ben  Jones  iini»»- 
diately  proceeded  to  set  the  trap.  They  had  scarce  oome  to  m 
halt,  whcti  tlicy  perceived  a  large  smoke  at  some  distance  to  the 
southwest  The  sight  was  bailed  with  joy,  fbr  they  tmsted  it 
might  rixe  from  Home  Indian  camp,  where  they  conld  procure 
something  to  eat,  and  the  dread  of  starvation  had^ow  overcome 
even  the  terror  of  the  Btackfeet.  Le  Clerc,  oneof  the  Canadtans, 
wax  instantly  dispat^ihed  by  Mr.  Stuart,  to  reconnoitre ;  and  the 
travellers  sat  up  till  a  late  hour,  watching  and  listening  for  his 
return,  hoping  he  might  bring  them  food.  Midnight  arrived, 
but  Le  Clerc  did  not  make  bis  appearance,  and  tbey  laid  down 
once  more  supperless  to  sleep,  oomforting  tbanuelvea  with  tbs 
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hopes  tli»t  their  old  beaver  trap  might  fdniiah  tham  witk  a 
breakfast 

At  daybreak  they  haBtened  with  fiuoished  eagemeaa  to  tba 
trap — they  found  in  it  the  fore  paw  of  a  beaTor ;  the  eight  of 
wliiclt  tantalised  their  hunger,  and  added  to  their  dejeotioD. 
They  reaamed  their  journey  with  flagging  aidrita,  bat  had  not 
gone  far  when  they  perceived  Le  Glerc  approaching  at  a  diiftaww 
They  hastened  to  meet  him,  in  hopes  of  tiding!  of  good  cheer. 
He  had  none  to  give  them ;  but  news  of  that  strange  wanderer, 
M'Lellan.  The  smoke  had  risen  from  his  encampment,  whkh 
took  fire  while  ho  was  at  a  little  distance  from  it  fishing  Le 
Glerc  found  him  in  forlorn  condition.  His  fishing  had  been 
unsuccessful.  During  twelve  days  that  he  had  been  wandering 
alone  through  these  savage  mountains,  he  had  fonnd  soarce  any 
thing'to  eat.  He  bad  been  ill,  wayworn,  sick  at  heart,  still  he 
had  kept  forward ;  but  now  his  strength  and  hia  stubbomnesi 
were  exhausted.  He  exprossed  bis  satis&ction  at  hearing  that 
Mr.  StuHrt  and  his  party  wore  near,  and  said  he  would  wut  at 
his  camp  for  their  arrival,  in  hopes  they  woold  give  him  some- 
thing to  cat,  for  without  food  he  declared  he  sboold  not  be  able 
to  proceed  much  further. 

When  the  party  reached  the  place,  they  found  the  poor  fellow 
lying  on  a  parcel  of  withered  grass,  wasted  to  a  perfect  skeleton, 
and  so  feeble  that  he  could  scarce  raise  his  head  or  apeak.  The 
presence  of  his  old  comrades  seemed  to  revive  him;  bat  they 
had  no  food  U)  give  him,  for  they  themselves  were  almoat  starving. 
They  urged  bim  to  rise  and  accompany  them,  bnt  he  shook  his 
head.  It  was  all  in  vain,  he  said  ;  there  was  no  proapeot  vi  their 
getting  speedy  relief,  and  witliout  it  he  should  periah  by  the 
way ;  he  might  as  well,  therefore,  stay  and  die  where  waa.  At 
length,  after  much  persuasion,  they  got  him  upon  hii  legi ;  lut 
rifie  and  other  efiacts  were  shared  among  them,  and  Le  «U 
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obeered  and  aided  forward.  lu  this  tray  tlicv  proceeded  for 
setreuteen  miles,  over  »  level  plun  of  und,  ontil,  aeeing  %  fitui 
antelopes  in  the  distanoe,  thf^  eoouoped  on  the  aMgiu  <d  » 
small  stream.  All  now  that  wwe  triable  of  the  exertiiw,  tanted 
ODt  to  hant  for  a  mettL  Their  effiarta  were  frnitlnia,  and  ftft«. 
dark  they  retomed  to  their  oamp,  famished  almost  to  despet** 

As  they  were  preparing  for  the  third  lime  to  laj  down  to 
sleep  withoDt  a  monthfiil  to  eat,  La  Glen},  one  ot  the  Canadiani^: 
gaunt  and  wild  with  hunger,  approached  Hr.  Stuart  with  hitr 
gun  in  his  hand.  "It  was  all  in  Tain,"  he  said,  "to  attempt  toi 
proceed  any  further  without  food.  They  had  a  barren  plun 
before  them,  three  or  four  days'  journey  in  extent,  on  whloh 
nothing  was  to  be  procured.  They  must  all  perish  before  they, 
could  get  to  the  end  of  it  It  was  better,  therefore,  that  ona 
should  die  to  save  the  rest."  He  proposed,  therefore,  that  they 
should  cast  lots ;  adding,  as  an  induoement  for  Mr.  Stuart  to 
assent  to  the  proposition,  that  he,  as  leader  of  the  party,  should 
be  exempted. 

Mr.  Stuart  shuddered  at  the  horrible  propoaitifm,  and  ende^ 
Tored  to  reason  with  the  man,  but  his  words  were  unavailing 
At  length,  snatching  up  his  rifle,  he  threatened  to  shoot  him  on 
the  spot  if  ho  perBJated.  The  famished  wretch  dropped  on  his 
knecH,  begged  pardon  in  the  most  abject  terms,  and  promised  never 
agaiu  to  offend  him  with  such  a  suggestion. 

Quiet  being  restored  to  the  forlorn  encampment,  each  one 
sought  repose.  Mr.  Stuart,  however,  was  so  exhausted  by  the 
agitation  of  the  past  scene,  acting  upon  his  emaciated  frame, 
that  ho  could  scarce  crawl  to  his  miserable  couch ;  where,  not- 
withstanding his  fatigues,  he  passed  a  sleepless  night,  revolving 
upon  their  dreary  situation,  and  the  desperate  prospect  before 
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Before  daylight  the  next  morning,  they  were  ap  and  on  their 
way  ;  they  had  nothing  to  detain  them  ;  no  breakfast  to  prepare, 
and  to  linger  was  to  perish.  They  proceeded,  however,  bnt 
slowly,  for  all  were  faint  and  weak.  Here  and  there  they  passed 
the  skulls  and  bones  of  buffaloes,  which  showed  that  these  ani- 
mals must  have  been  hunted  here  during  the  past  season ;  the 
sight  of  these  bones  served  only  to  mock  their  misery.  After 
travelling  about  nine  miles  along  the  plain,  they  ascended  a  range 
of  hills,  and  had  scarcely  gone  two  miles  further,  when,  to  their 
great  joy,  they  discovered  *^  an  old  run-down  buffiilo  Imll ;"  the 
laggard  probably  of  some  herd  that  had  been  hunted  and  harass- 
ed through  the  mountains.  They  now  all  stretched  themselves 
out  to  encompass  and  make  sure  of  this  solitary  animal,  for  their 
lives  depended  upon  their  success.  After  considerable  trouble 
and  infinite  anxiety,  they  at  length  succeeded  in  killing  him. 
He  was  instantly  flayed  and  cut  up,  and  so  ravenous  was  thmr 
hunger,  that  they  devoured  some  of  the  flesh  raw.  The  rendue 
they  carried  to  a  brook  near  by,  where  they  encamped,  lit  a  fire, 
and  began  to  cook. 

Mr.  Stuart  was  fearful  that  in  their  &mished  state  they  would 
eat  to  excess  and  injure  themselves.  He  caused  a  soap  to  be 
made  of  some  of  the  meat,  and  that  each  should  take  a  quantity 
of  it  as  a  prelude  to  his  supper.  This  may  have  had  a  henefidal 
effect,  for  though  they  sat  up  the  greater  part  of  the  night,  oook- 
ing  and  cramming,  no  one  suffered  any  inconvenienee. 

Tlie  next  morning  the  feasting  was  resumed,  and  about  mid- 
day, feeling  somewhat  recruited  and  refreshed,  they  set  out 
on  their  journey  with  renovated  spirits,  shaping  their  oonrae 
towards  a  mountain,  tlie  summit  of  which-  they  saw  towering  in 
tlie  cast,  and  near  to  which  they  expected  to  find  the  head  waters 
of  the  Missouri 

As  they  proceeded,  they  continued  to  see  the  akeletona  of 
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•bu&loes  scattered  about  the  plain  id  ererj  direction,  whieti 
flhowed  tbat  there  hail  been  much  hunting  here  by  the  Indians 
in  the  reccDt  season.  Further  oti  they  crosKctl  t>  Wgu  ludinn 
trail,  forming  k  deep  p*th,  abo«t  ifteea  days  «td,  whidi  went  U 
k  north  direction.  They  oofloladadit  to  h^n  bMO  msd*  bjr  M»n 
nnmerouB  buid  of  Crotra,  who  had  bontod  im  tliia  oanatij  fiv  the 
greater  part  of  Uie  Buminer. 

On  the  following  day  Uwj  forded  a  Btraam  of  emiaidtcaUe ' 
magnitude,  with  banks  oloytsd  -witii  jhbb  troea.  Among  tbflaa 
they  found  the  tnoes  of  » large  Indian  oampy  which  had  eridentij 
been  the  bead-quartera  of  a  hanking  expedition,  from  the  great 
quantities  of  buffalo  bones  strewed  about  the  neighborhood.  The 
camp  had  apparently  been  abandoned  abont  a  month. 

In  the  centre  was  a  singulu  lodge  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
in  ctrcumfcrenoe,  supported  by  the  trunb  of  twenty  treee,  abont 
twelve  inches  in  diameter  and  forty-four  feet  long.  Aeroas  theee 
were  laid  branches  of  pine  and  willow  trees,  no  as  to  yield  a  tol- 
erable shade.  At  the  west  end,  immediately  opposite  to  the  door, 
three  bodies  lay  interred  witii  their  feet  towards  the  east.  At 
the  bead  of  eacEk  grare  was  a  brand)  of  red  cedar  "firmly  planted 
in  the  groaod.  At  the  foot  waa  a  large  bofialo's  aknll,  painted 
black.  ijaTagc  ornaments  were  suspended  in  rarioas  parts  of  the 
edifit-'o,  and  a  great  number  of  children's  moccasons.  From  the 
toagiiilude  of  this  building,  and  the  time  and  labor  that  mnst 
have  been  expended  in  erecting  it,  the  bodies  which  it  contained 
were  probably  those  of  noted  warrion  and  hunters. 

The  next  day,  October  17th,  they  passed  two  large  tributary 
streams  of  the  Spanish  River.  They  took  their  rise  in  the  Wind 
River  Mountuin.i,  which  ranged  along  to  the  east,  stupendously 
high  and  rugged,  composed  of  vast  masses  of  black  rock,  almost 
destitute  of  wood,  and  covered  in  many  places  with  snow.  This 
day  they  saw  a  few  ba&h>  bvUa,  and  BOme  aotelopea,  bat  oenld 
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not  kill  an; ;  and  their  atock  of  proriaiaiu  b^an  to  grow  weaatj 
as  well  as  poor. 

On  the  18th,  after  crossing  a  moantain  ridge,  and  trareniiig 
a  plain,  they  waded  one  of  the  branches  of  Spanish  River,  aul 
on  ascending  its  bank,  met  with  about  a  hundred  and  thirtj 
Snake  Indians.  They  were  ^iendly  in  their  demeanor,  and  eon- 
duoted  them  to  their  encampment,  which  was  abont  three  milai 
*  distant.  It  consisted  of  about  fortj  wigwams,  oonstmcted  prin- 
cipally of  pine  branches.  The  Snakes,  like  most  of  tlieir  nation, 
were  very  poor ;  the  marauding  Crows,  in  their  late  exonnrion 
through  the  country,  had  picked  this  anlucky  band  to  the  Ytrf 
bone,  carrying  off  their  horses,  several  of  tiieir  sqnawa,  and  most 
of  their  effects.  In  spite  of  their  poverty,  they  were  hospitable 
in  the  extreme,  and  made  the  hungry  strangers  welcome  to  their 
cabins.  A  few  trinkets  procured  from  Uiem  a  supply  of  bnffido 
meat,  and  of  leather  for  moccasons,  of  which  the  party  were 
greatly  in  need.  The  most  valuable  priie  obtained  fnnn  them, 
however,  was  a  horse :  it  was  a  sorry  old  animal  in  truth,  but  it 
was  the  only  one  that  remained  to  the  poor  fellows,  aft«r  tlie  fell 
swoop  of  the  Crows ;  yet  this  thoy  were  prevailed  upon  to  part 
with  to  their  guests  for  a  pistol,  an  axe,  a  knife,  and  a  fisw  other 
trifling  articles. 

They  had  doleful  stories  to  tell  of  the  Orowa,  who  were  en- 
camped on  a  river  at  no  great  distance  to  the  east,  and  wer«  in 
such  force  that  thoy  dared  not  venture  to  seek  any  satisfaction 
for  their  outrages,  or  to  get  back  a  horse  or  squaw.  They  en* 
dcavored  to  excite  the  indignation  of  their  visitoiB  by  Moounts 
of  robberies  and  murders  committed  on  lonely  white  hnnteraand 
trappers  by  Crows  and  Blackfcct  Some  of  these  were  exagger- 
ations of  the  outrages  already  mentioned,  sustained  by  Mnne  of 
the  scattered  members  of  Mr.  Hunt's  expedition  ;  othara  were  in 
all  probability  sheer  bbrioations,  to  which  the  Snakea  Msm  to 
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bio  been  &  Utile  prone.  Mr.  Staort  assured  them  that  the  day 
was  not  far  distant  when  the  whites  Vfould  make  their  power  to 
bo  felt  throughout  that  country,  and  take  signal  vengeance  (in  the 
perpetratiir^i  .if  iln.^o  rui.-ii'-vdi-  The  Snakes  expressed  great  joy 
*t  liiB  iiiUillifiuiUM,  uuJ  uliuiutl  thair  aorvwod  to  aiii  Uui  rJgiitootu 
ottise,  brigbtouiog  at  the  thonghta  of  taUng  Uie  ftald  with  looli 
potent  allies,  and  donbtlew  uitkn|ifttiiig  their  turn  «t  steftliiig 
hoFBei  and  abducting  aquaira.  Their  ofiers  of  eoarw  wen  M- 
oept«d  ;  the  oalomet  of  peaoe  wu  jprodnoed,  and  the  two  fnlom 
powerfl  smoked  eternal  friradihip  between  tbenuelTee,  >ad  jta^ 
geuioe  upon  their  oomntos  wgialnM,  tbe  Orowi. 


CHAPTEE  XIVIII. 

Bt  Banrise  on  the  following  morniog,  (Octobor  19th,)  the  ttmvel- 
lers  had  loaded  their  old  horse  with  bnSolo  meat,  sniEoient  tot 
five  d&ya'  proriaious,  and,  taking  leave  of  their  new  allies^  the 
poor,  but  hospitable  Snakes,  act  forth  in  somewhat  better  spirit^ 
though  the  inores^ing  cold  of  the  weather,  and  the  sight  of  die 
snowy  mountains  which  they  had  yet  to  trayerse,  were  enough  to 
chill  their  very  hearts.  The  country  along  this  branch  of  the 
Spanish  Bivcr,  as  far  as  they  could  see,  was  perfectly  level, 
bounded  by  ranges  of  lofty  mountaiua,  both  to  the  eut  and  west 
They  proceeded  about  three  miles  to  the  south,  where  th^  oune 
again  opon  the  large  trail  of  Crow  Indiana,  whioh  t&ey  had 
oroaaed  four  days  previously,  made,  no  doubt,  by  the  some 
marauding  band  that  had  plundered  the  Snakes ;  and  which, 
aocoriling  to  the  account  of  the  latter,  was  now  encamped  on  k 
stream  to  tho  eastward.  The  trail  kept  ou  to  the  southeast,  Mid 
waa  so  well  beaten  by  horse  and  foot,  that  they  supposed  at  least 
a  hundred  lodges  had  passed  along  it.  Aa  it  formed,  theiefore, 
a  eonvonieut  highway,  and  ran  in  a  proper  direction,  they  tnmed 
into  it,  and  dcterniinod  to  keep  along  it  as  br  as  sa&ty  would 
permit ;  as  the  Crow  encampment  must  bo  some  distance  off,  and 
it  was  not  likely  those  saTBges  would  return  upon  their  steps. 
They  travelled  forward,  tlicreforc,  all  that  day,  in  the  tnok  of 
their  dangerouB  predeccsaora,  which  led  them  aoroas  moantAin 
streams,  and  along  ridgea,  and  through  narrow  valleya,  all  tend- 
ing geucrally  towards  the  southeast.  The  wind  blew  ooldly  from 
the  northeast,  with  occasional  flurries  of  snow,  which  made  then 
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enoamp  early,  on  the  sheltered  bnnka  of  a  brook,  The  tvo  Cana- 
dians, Valli-e  and  Le  Clerc,  killed  a  young  buffalo  bull  in  lb« 
evening,  which  was  in  good  couditioD.  antl  afforded  ihem  a  plen- 
tiful supply  of  fresh  beef.  They  loaded  thcLr  spits,  tbcrtiforo, 
and  cranuucd  their  camp  kettle  with  meat,  and  nbile  the  wind 
whistled,  and  the  bdow  whirled  around  them,  huddled  round  a 
rousing  fire,  basked  in  its  warmtL,  and  comforted  both  soul  auil 
body  with  a  hearty  and  inrigorating  meal.  No  enjoyments  havo 
greater  icst  than  these,  snatched  in  the  very  midst  of  difficulty 
and  danger  ;  and  it  is  probable  the  poor  wayworn  and  weatlicr- 
beaten  travellers  relished  these  creature  comforts  the  more  highly 
&om  th%  surrounding  desolation,  and  the  dangerous  proximity  of 
the  Crows. 

The  snow  which  bad  &Ueii  is  tlw  night  nutde  it  Ut«  in  tbt 
morning  before  the  party  loaded  thmr  solitary  paok-horse,  and 
resumed  their  march.  They  had  not  gone  far  before  tho  Grow 
trace  which  they  were  following  changed  ita  direction,  and  boM 
to  the  north  of  east  They  had  already  b^nn  to  feel  themtelTM 
on  dangerous  gronod  In  keeping  along  it,  as  th^  might  be 
descried  by  some  sconts  and  apiee  of  that  raoe  of  Iahmaelita% 
whose  predatory  life  required  thev  to  be  oanataatly  ob  the  aler^ 
On  seeing  the  trace  torn  ao  nnuih  to  the  north,  therefore,  t^ 
abandoned  it,  and  kept  on  their  ooorse  to  the  southenat  for  eigh- 
teen  miles,  through  a  beautifully  undulating  country,  haring  the 
main  chain  of  mountains  on  the  left,  and  a  considerably  elevated 
ridge  on  the  right.  Here  the  mountain  ridge  which  dividei 
Wind  Kiver  from  the  head  waters  of  the  Colombia  and  Spanish 
Rivers  ends  abruptly,  and  winding  to  t()e  north  of  eaat,  becomee 
the  dividing  barrier  between  a  branch  of  the  Big  Horn  and  Che^ 
enne  Rivers,  and  those  bead  waters  which  flow  into  tho  Miasoori 
below  the  Sioux  country. 

The  ridge  whioh  lay  on  the  fi^t  of  tl)e  tnralWf  hma$  tarn 


become  very  low,  they  puised  over  it,  and  oame  into  a  level  pUin, 
about  ten  miles  in  circnmfurcnce,  and  incruBted  to  the  depth  of 
a  foot  or  eighteen  inchca  with  salt  as  white  aa  snow.  This  ii 
furnished  by  numcroue  salt  springs  of  limpid  water,  which  are 
continually  welling  up,  OTerflowing  their  borders,  and  forming 
beautiful  oryatatlizations.  The  Indiau  tribes  of  the  interior  are 
excessively  fond  of  this  salt,  and  repair  to  the  valley  to  oollect  it, 
bnt  it  is  held  in  distaste  by  the  tribes  of  the  sea-coast,  who  will 
cat  nothing  that  has  been  cured  or  seasoned  by  it. 

This  evening  they  encamped  on  the  bulks  of  a  small  stream, 
in  the  open  prairie.  The  northeast  wind  was  keen  and  cutting; 
they  had  nothing  wherewith  to  make  a  fire,  but  a  scanly  growth 
of  sage,  or  wormwood,  and  were  fain  to  wrap  themselvea  up  in 
their  blankets,  and  huddle  themselves  in  thir  "  nests,"  at  an  early 
hour.  In  the  course  of  the  evening,  Mr.  M'LelUti,  who  had  now 
regained  bis  strength,  killed  a  buffalo,  bnt  it  was  some  distanoe 
from  the  camp,  and  they  postponed  supplying  themselvea  &om 
the  carcass  until  the  following  morning. 

The  next  day,  (October  21st,)  the  cold  continued,  accompa- 
nied by  snow.  They  set  forward  on  their  bleak  and  toibome 
way,  keeping  to  the  cast-northeast,  towards  the  lofty  Bummit  of 
a  mountain,  which  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  cross.  Before 
they  reached  its  base  they  passed  another  large  trail,  steertag  a 
little  to  the  right  of  the  point  of  the  mountain.  This  they  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  made  by  another  band  of  Crows,  who  had 
probably  been  hunting  lower  down  on  the  Spanish  River. 

The  severity  of  the  weather  compelled  them  to  encamp  at  the 
end  of  fifteen  miles,  on  .the  skirts  of  the  monntun,  where  thcj 
found  sufficient  dry  aspen  trees  to  supply  them  with  fire,  but  they 
sought  in  vain  about  the  neighborhood  for  a  spring  or  rill  of  water. 

At  daybreak  they  were  up  and  on  the  march,  sorambUog  up 
the  mountain  side  for  ^e  distance  of  eight  painful  miles.     Fran 
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the  casual  hints  pven  in  the  travelling  memoratidB  of  Mr,  Smart, 
this  tnountaio  would  seem  to  ofTer  a  rich  field  of  speculation  for 
the  geologist.  Hero  was  a  plain  three  niiles  in  diaiiiet«r,  etrcned 
vith  pumice  stones  and  other  rolmuic  reli<]Ue9,  with  a  lake  la  the 
centre,  occupying  what  had  probahlj  been  the  crater.  Here  were 
also,  in  some  places,  deposits  of  marine  shelU,  indicating  that  this 
mountain  crest  had  at  some  remote  period  been  below  the  wavea. 

After  pausing  to  repose,  and  to  enjoy  these  grand  but  Havage 
and  awful  scenes,  they  began  to  desei'Dd  the  etutern  xide  uf  tho 
mountain.  The  descent  was  rugged  and  romantic,  along  deep 
ravines  and  defiles,  overhung  with  erag^  and  cliHa.  among  which 
the;  beheld  numbers  of  the  ahsshta  or  bighorn,  skipping  fear- 
lessly from  rock  to  rock.  Two  of  them  they  snccecded  in  bring- 
ing down  with  their  rifles,  as  they  peered  fearlessly  from  the 
brow  of  their  niry  precipices. 

Arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  moontain,  the  travellers  fonnd  » 
rill  »f  water  oozing  out  of  the  earth,  and  resembling  in  look  and 
taste,  the  water  of  the  Missouri.  Here  they  encamped  for  tha 
night,  nnd  supped  sumptuonsly  upon  their  moaatain  mutton, 
which  they  found  in  good  condition,  and  extremely  well  tasted. 

The  morning  was  bright,  and  intensely  cold.  EUrly  in  tho 
day  ihey  c.itnc  upon  a  stream  running  to  the  cast,  between  low 
hills  of  bluish  earth,  strongly  impregnated  with  copperas.  Mr. 
Stuart  supposed  this  to  be  one  of  the  head  waters  of  the  Mis- 
souri, and  determined  to  follow  its  banks.  After  a  march  of 
twenty -si-t  miles,  however,  he  arrived  at  the  summit  of  a  hill,  the 
prospect  of  which  induced  him  to  alter  his  intention.  He  beheld, 
in  cverv  dinction  south  of  east,  a  vast  plain,  hounded  only  by  tho 
horizon,  throngh  which  wandered  the  stream  in  question,  m  A 
soulh-Bouthea«t  direction  It  could  not,  therefore,  be  a  branch 
of  the  Missouri.  He  now  gave  np'all  idea  of  taking  the  stream 
for  hii  guide,  and  shaped  bia  ocmraa  towards  a  range  of  moas- 
18 
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tuns  in  the  cast,  about  sixty  miles  distant,  nnr  whioli  he  hoped 
to  find  another  stream. 

Tho  weather  was  now  bo  severe,  and  the  hardsbipa  of  travel* 
ling  so  great,  that  he  resolved  to  halt  for  the  winter,  at  the  first 
eligible  place.  That  night  they  had  to  enounp  on  the  open 
prairie,  near  a  scanty  pool  of  water,  and  without  any  wood  to 
make  a  fire.  The  northeast  wind  blew  keenly  aoross  the  naked 
waste,  and  they  were  fiiin  to  decamp  from  their  inhospitable 
bivouac  before  the  dawn. 

For  two  days  they  kept  on  in  an  eastward  direction,  against 
wintry  blasts  uud  ooeasionat  snow  storms.  They  aaStnd,  also, 
from  scarcity  of  water,  liuving  occasionally  to  nse  melted  snow : 
this,  with  the  vant  of  pasturage,  reduced  their  old  pudc-horse 
sadly.  They  saw  many  tracks  of  buffalo,  and  some  few  bnlla, 
which,  however,  got  the  wind  of  them,  and  scampered  off 

On  the  2Gth  of  October,  they  steered  east-northeast,  for  a 
wooded  ravine,  in  a,  mountain  at  a  small  distance  from  the  base 
of  wliich,  to  their  great  joy,  they  discovered  an  abundant  stream, 
running  between  willowed  banks.  Here  tiiey  halted  for  the 
night,  and  Ben  Jones  having  luckily  trapped  a  beaver,  and  killed 
two  hufTalo  bulls,  they  remained  all  the  next  day  encamped,  feast- 
ing and  reposing,  and  allowing  their  jaded  horse  to  reet  &am 
his  labors. 

The  little  stream  on  which  they  were  encamped,  was  one  of 
the  head  waters  of  the  Platte  River,  which  flows  into  the  Mis- 
souri ;  it  was,  in  fact,  the  northern  fork,  or  branoh  of  that  river, 
though  this  the  travellers  did  not  discover  until  long  afterwards. 
Pursuing  the  course  of  this  stream  for  about  twenty  milee,  they 
came  to  where  it  forced  a  passage  through  n  range  of  high  hills, 
covered  with  cedars,  into  an  estcusive  low  country,  aflbrding  ex- 
cellent pasture  to  numerous  herds  of  buffalo.  Here  they  killed 
three  cows,  which  were  the  first  they  had  been  able  to  g^  hATi^ 
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hitherto  hid  to  content  themselTea  witii  boll  beef,  which  &t  tli" 
BeasoD  of  the  ye&r  is  very  poor.  The  hamp  meat  afforded  them 
a  repast  fit  for  as  epicare. 

Late  on  the  afternoon  of  the  30th,  they  came  to  where  Ae 
Btream,  now  increased  to  a  considerable  siie,  poured  along  in 
a  raTine  between  precifnces  of  red  atone,  two  hundred  feet  in 
height.  For  some  distance  it  dashed  klong,  over  huge  ntaasea  of 
rock,  with  fuaming  violence,  as  if  exasperated  by  being  compressed 
into  so  narrow  a  channel,  and  at  length  leaped  down  a  chasm  thai 
looked  dark  and  frightful  in  the  gaUbering  twitighL 

For  a  part  of  the  next  day,  the  wild  river,  tn  its  oaprioioos 
wanderings,  led  them  through  a  variety  of  striking  scenes.  At 
one  time  they  were  upon  high  plains,  like  platforms  among  the 
mountains,  with  herds  of  buffaloea  roaming  abont  them  ;  at  an- 
other, among  rude  rocky  defiles,  broken  into  cliffs  and  precipices, 
where  the  black-tailed  deer  bounded  off  among  the  crags,  and  the 
bighorn  basked  in  the  sunny  brow  of  the  precipice. 

In  the  after  part  of  the  day,  they  came  to  another  scene,  sur- 
passing in  savage  grandeur  those  already  described.  They  had 
been  trBvelling  for  some  distance  through  a  pass  of  the  moun* 
tains,  keeping  parallel  with  the  river,  as  it  roared  idong,  out  of 
sight,  through  a  deep  ravine.  Sometimes  their  devious  paUi 
apprnaL-boJ  the  margin  of  cliffs  below  wliicli  the  river  foamed,  and 
boiled  and  whirled  among  the  manses  of  rock  that  had&llen  into 
its  channel.  As  they  crept  cautiously  on,  leading  their  solitary 
pack-horse  along  these  giddy  heights,  they  all  at  onee  came  to 
where  the  river  thundered  down  a  succession  of  precipices, 
throning  vp  clouds  of  Bpray,  and  making  a  prodigious  din  and 
uproar.  The  travellers  remained,  for  a  time,  gasing  with  mingled 
awe  and  delight,  at  this  furious  cataract,  to  which  Mr.  Stuart 
gave,  from  the  color  of  the  impending  rooks,  the  name  of  "  Th* 
Fiery  Narrows." 
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The  tr&vellera  encamped  for  the  night  on  the  Iwnka  of  the  riTer, 
below  the  cataract.  The  night  was  cold  with  partial  showera  of 
raiu  aud  alcet.  The  morning  dawned  gloomily,  the  skiea  were 
sullen  and  overcast,  and  threatened  further  storms ;  but  the  little 
band  resumed  their  journey,  in  defiance  of  the  weather.  The 
increasing  rigor  of  the  season,  however,  which  makes  itself  felt 
early  in  these  mountainous  regions,  and  on  these  naked  aad  ele- 
vated plaiua,  brought  them  to  a  pause,  and  a  aerious  deltbenition, 
after  they  had  descended  about  thirty  miles  further  along  lh« 
course  of  the  river. 

All  were  convinced  that  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to  aeoom- 
plish  their  journey  on  foot  at  this  inclement  season.  They  had 
still  many  hundred  miles  to  traverse  before  they  should  reach  the 
main  course  of  the  Missouri,  and  their  rout«  would  lay  over 
immense  prairies,  naked  and  bleak,  and  destitute  of  &iel.  The 
question  then  was,  where  to  choose  their  wintering  place,  and 
whether  or  not  to  proceed  further  down  the  river.  They  had  at 
first  imagined  it  to  be  one  of  the  head  waters,  or  tributary  streams, 
of  the  Missouri.  Afterwards  they  had  believed  it  to  be  the  Rapid, 
or  Quicourt  Bivcr,  in  which  opinion  they  had  not  come  nearer  to 
the  truth  ;  they  now,  however,  were  persuaded,  with  equal  &llaey, 
by  its  inclining  somewhat  to  the  north  of  cast,  that  it  was  the 
Cheyenne.  If  so,  by  continuing  down  it  much  further  they  must 
arrive  among  the  Indians,  from  whom  the  river  takes  its  &una. 
Among  these  they  would  be  sure  to  meet  some  of  the  Sionz  triba. 


A  WDfTSBINO  PLACE.  4lt 


Tbeee  would  apprise  their  reUtires,  the  pintieal  Sioux  of  the 
Missouri,  of  the  approach  of  »  hand  of  white  traders ;  so  tliat,  in 
the  spring  time,  they  would  be  likely  to  be  wajlaid  and  robbed  on 
their  way  down  the  river,  by  some  party  in  smhush  upon  its  banks. 

Eren  should  this  prove  to  be  the  Quicourtor  Rapid  River,  it 
would  not  be  prudent  to  winter  moch  further  down  upon  its 
banks,  as,  though  they  might  be  out  of  the  raoge  of  the  Sionx, 
they  would  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Ponoas,  a  tribe  nearly 
as  dangerous.  It  was  resolved,  therefore,  since  they  must  winter 
somewhere  on  this  ude  of  tite  Missouri,  to  descend  no  lower,  but 
to  keep  up  iu  these  solitary  r^jions,  where  they  would  be  in  no 
danger  of  molestation. 

They  were  brought  the  more  promptly  and  nnanimonaly  to 
this  decision,  by  coming  upon  an  excellent  wintering  place,  that 
promiiied  every  thing  requisite  for  their  comfort.  It  was  on  a 
fine  bcod  of  the  river,  just  below  where  it  issued  out  from  among 
a  ridge  of  mountains,  and  bent  towards  the  northeast  Here 
was  a  beautiful  low  point  of  land,  covered  by  cotton-wood,  and 
surrounded  by  a  thick  growth  of  willow,  so  aa  to  yield  bod>  diel- 
tcr  and  fuel,  as  well  as  materials  for  building.  The  river  swept 
by  in  a  strong  current,  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide. 
To  the  southeast  were  mountains  of  moderate  height,  the  nearort 
about  tiTo  miles  off,  but  the  whole  chain  ranging  to  the  east,  south, 
and  »nutliwcst,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  Their  stunmils 
were  crowned  with  extensive  tracts  of  pitch  pine,  checkered  with 
small  patcheH  of  the  quivering  aspen.  Lower  down  were  thick 
forests  of  firs  and  red  cedars,  growing  out  in  many  places  from 
the  very  fissures  of  the  rocks.  The  mountains  were  broken  and 
precipitous,  with  huge  bluffs  protruding  from  among  the  forests. 
Tht'ir  rocky  recesses,  and  beetling  cliffs,  afforded  retreats  to  in- 
numerable Soclfs  of  the  bighorn,  while  their  woody  aommitg  and 
ravines  abounded  with  bean  and  blaok-tailed  deer.     Theae,  wiUi 
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the  DQTDerous  herds  of  bnff&lo  tLat  ranged  the  lower  gnmiHfa 
along  the  river,  promised  the  traycUors  abundant  eheer  in  tb^ 
winter  quarters. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  therefore,  they  pitched  their  camp 
for  the  winter,  on  the  woody  point,  and  their  first  thought  was.  tii 
obtain  a.  supply  of  provisions.  Ben  Jones  and  tho  two  Cana- 
dians accordingly  sallied  forth,  accompanied  by  two  othera  of  the 
party,  leaving  but  one  to  watch  the  camp.  Their  hantiiigwMa  un- 
commonly successful.  In  the  course  of  two  days,  they  killed 
thirty-two  bulTaloes,  and  collected  their  meat  on  the  margin  of  ■ 
small  brook,  obout  a  mile  distant.  Fortunately,  a  Berere  frost 
froze  the  river,  eo  that  the  meat  was  easily  transported  to  the  ^- 
campnient.  On  a  succeeding  day,  a  herd  of  buffalo  came  tramp- 
ling through  the  woody  bottom  on  tho  river  banks,  and  fifteen 
more  were  killed. 

It  was  soon  discovered,  however,  that  there  was  game  of  a 
more  dangerous  nature  in  the  neighborhood.  On  one  occasion, 
Mr.  Crookn  had  wandered  about  a  mile  from  the  camp,  and  had 
ascended  a  small  hill  commanding  a  view  of  the  river.  He  was 
without  Ilia  rifle,  a  rare  circumst^inco,  for  in  these  wild  regions, 
where  one  may  put  up  a  wild  animal,  or  a  wild  Indian,  at  every 
turn,  it  is  customary  never  to  stir  from  the  oamp-fire  unarmed. 
The  hill  where  he  stood  overlooked  the  place  where  the  maaaacra 
of  the  buffalo  had  taken  place.  As  he  was  looking  aronnd  on 
the  prospect,  his  eye  was  caught  by  nn  object  below,  moving 
directly  towards  him.  To  his  dismay,  lie  discovered  it  to  be  a 
grizzly  bear,  with  two  cubs.  There  was  nn  tree  at  hand  into 
which  he  could  climb :  to  run,  would  only  be  to  prorolce  p 
and  he  should  soon  be  overtiiken.  He  threw  himself  < 
ground,  therefore,  anil  lay  motionless,  watching  the  i 
of  the  animal  with  intense  anxiety.  It  continued  to  adyanoe  un- 
til at  tho  foot  of  the  hill,  when  it  turned,  and  made  into  the 
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woods,  hkring  probftU;  gorged  itmeSf  witb  bu&lo  flesh.  Mr. 
Crooks  made  all  hute  bttck  to  the  camp,  rejotoing  at  his  esoapf, 
and  dctenuiDiDg  oever  to  stir  out  again  without  his  rifle.  A  £e(w 
days  after  this  oircumstanoe,  a  griialy  bear  wu  shot  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, by  Mr.  Miller. 

As  the  slaughter  of  so  manj  bolUoes  had  provided  the 
party  with  beef  for  the  winter,  in  case  tbey  met  with  no  further 
supply,  they  now  set  to  work,  heart  and  hand,  to  build  a  oomfiw- 
table  wigwam.  In  a  little  while  the  woody  promontory  raog 
with  the  unwonted  sound  of  the  axe.  Some  of  its  lofty  treee 
were  laid  low,  and  by  the  second  erening  the  cabin  was  complete. 
It  was  eight  feet  wide,  snd  eighteen  feet  long.  The  walls  were 
six  feet  high,  and  the  whole  was  covered  with  buffalo  skins.  The 
fireplace  was  in  the  centre,  and  the  smoke  found  its  way  out  bj 
a  hole  in  the  roof. 

The  hunters  were  next  sent  ont  to  procure  deer  skins  fbr 
garments,  mocoasons,  and  other  purposes.  They  made  the 
moontains  eeho  with  their  rifles,  and,  in  the  course  of  two  days' 
hunting,  killed  twenty-eight  bighorns  and  black-tailed  deer. 

The  party  now  revelled  in  abundance.  After  all  that  they 
had  suffered  from  hunger,  cold,  &tigue  and  watchfuluess ;  after 
all  their  perils  from  treacherous  and  savage  men,  they  exulted  in 
the  sDugnesit  and  security  of  their  isolated  cabin,  hidden,  as  they 
tliniiglit,  even  from  the  prying  eyes  of  Indian  scouts,  and  stored 
witli  creature  comforts ;  and  they  looked  forward  to  a  winter  of 
peace  and  [juictncas ;  of  roasting,  and  boiling,  and  broiling,  and 
fca.«ting  upou  venison,  and  mountain  mutton,  and  bear's  meat, 
and  morrow  bones,  and  buffalo  humps,  and  other  hunter's  dainties, 
and  of  dusing  and  reposing  round  their  fire,  and  gossiping  over 
past  dangers  and  adventures,  and  telling  long  hunting  storiea, 
until  spring  should  retnrn ;  when  they  would  make  canoes  ot 
buffalo  skins,  and  float  themselves  down  the  river. 
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From  such  h&lcjon  dreams,  they  were  startled  one  i 
st  daybreak,  by  u  aavage  yelL  They  started  up  and  seised  their 
rifles.  The  yell  was  repeated  by  tiro  or  three  voices.  Cantiooslj 
peopiug  out,  thoy  beheld,  to  their  dismay,  several  Indian  wanion 
aiuODg  the  trees,  all  armed  and  piunted  in  warlike  style ;  being 
evidently  bent  ou  some  hostile  pnrpose. 

Miller  changed  countenance  as  he  regarded  them.  "  We  are 
in  trouble,"  said  he,  "  these  are  some  of  the  rascally  Ar^>ahaya 
that  robbed  me  taut  year."  Not  a  word  was  uttered  by  the  rest 
of  the  party,  but  they  silently  slung  their  powder  homa  and  ball 
pouches,  and  prepared  for  battle.  M'Lellan,  who  had  taken  his 
gun  to  pieces  tlio  evening  before,  put  it  together  in  all  haete. 
Ho  proposed  that  they  should  break  out  the  olay  &om  between 
the  logs,  so  as  to  be  able  to  fire  upon  the  enemy. 

"  Not  jct,"  replied  Stuart ;  "  it  will  not  do  to  show  fear  or 
distrust ;  we  must  first  hold  a  parley.  Some  one  mnst  go  out 
and  meet  them  as  a  friend." 

Who  was  to  undertake  the  task  I  it  was  fall  of  peril,  ae  the 
envoy  might  be  shot  down  at  the  threshold. 

"The  leader  of  a  party,"  said  Miller,  "always  takes  the 
advance." 

"Good!"  replied  Stuart;  "I  am  ready."  He  immediately 
went  forth ;  one  of  the  Canadians  followed  him ;  the  rest  rf  the 
party  remained  in  garrison,  to  keep  the  savages  in  eheck. 

Stuart  advaiiccd  holding  his  rifle  in  one  hand,  and  extending 
the  other  to  the  savage  that  appeared  to  be  the  chief.  The  latter 
stepped  forward  and  took  it ;  his  men  followed  his  example,  and 
all  sliouk  hands  with  Stuart,  in  token  of  friendship.  They  now 
explained  their  errand.  They  were  a  war  party  of  Axvpahay 
braves.  Their  village  lay  on  a  stream  several  days'  journey  to 
the  eastward.  It  had  been  attacked  and  ravaged  daring  their 
absence,  by  a  band  of  Grows,  who  bad  carried  off  Beverml  of  thsir 
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women,  and  most  of  thor  korses.  TImj  were  in  qoMt  of  Ten- 
geance.  For  sixteen  dajs  the;  bad  been  tracking  the  Growi 
about  the  moantuDs,  but  had  not  jet  oome  upon  them.  In  the 
meantime,  the;  had  met  with  aoareelj  an;  game,  and  wen  half 
fiunished.  About  two  days  previonsljr,  thej  had  heard  the  report 
of  firearms  among  the  monntains,  and  on  searching  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  sound,  bad  come  to  a  place  where  a  deer  had  been 
killed.  They  had  immediately  pnt  themselTea  npoD  the  tnwkof 
the  hunters,  and  by  following  it  np,  had  arrived  at  the  oaUn. 

Mr.  Stuart  now  invited  the  chief  and  another,  who  appeared 
to  be  his  lieut«nant,  into  the  hot,  but  made  signs  that  no  one 
else  was  to  enter.  The  rest  halted  at  the  door ;  others  came 
straggling  np,  until  the  whole  party,  to  the  number  of  twenty^ 
three,  were  gathered  before  the  hnt  They  were  armed  with 
bows  and  arrows,  tomahawks  and  scalping  knives,  and  some  few 
with  guns  All  were  painted  and  dressed  for  war,  and  had  a  wild 
and  fierce  appearance.  Mr.  Miller  recognised  among  them  some- 
of  the  very  fellows  who  had  robbed  him  in  the  preceding  year ; 
and  put  his  comrades  upon  their  guard.  Every  man  stood  ready 
to  resist  the  first  act  of  hostility ;  the  Bavages,  however,  con- 
ducted themselves  peaceably,  and  showed  none  of  that  nnggat- 
ing  arrogance  which  a  war  party  is  apt  to  assume. 

Un  entering  tlie  hut  the  chief  and  his  lieutenaDt  cast  a  wistful 
look  at  tlie  rafters,  laden  with  venison  and  buffalo  meai  Hr. 
Stuart  macic  a  merit  of  necessity,  and  invited  them  to  help  them- 
sclveH.  Tlicy  did  not  wait  to  be  pressed.  The  rafters  were  soon 
ea.sed  of  their  burden  ;  venison  and  beef  were  passed  out  to  the 
crew  before  the  door,  and  a  scene  of  gormandizing  commenced, 
of  n-liieh  few  can  have  an  idea,  who  have  not  witnessed  the  gas- 
tronomic powers  of  an  Indian,  after  an  interval  of  fasting  This 
was  kept  up  throughout  the  day  ;  they  paused  now  and  then,  it 
is  tme,  for  a  brief  interval,  bnt  only  to  return  to  the  ofaaige  with 
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renewed  ardor.  The  chief  and  the  lionten&nt  mrp 
reat  in  the  vigor  and  pcrBeTeranoe  of  their  ftttuka  :  u  if,  fttna 
their  station  they  were  hound  to  BignaliM  themMlvea  id  «U  «•■ 
sUnghts,  Mr  Stuart  kept  them  well  supplied  with  ahcHoa  HtM, 
for  it  \ms  hia  policy  to  overfeed  them,  and  keep  them  from  hav- 
ing the  hut,  where  they  served  as  hostages  for  the  good  oondoet 
of  tlieir  followerR.  Once,  only,  in  the  coarse  of  the  day,  did  the 
chief  sally  forth.  Mr.  Stuart  and  one  of  hie  men  Msoompwiied 
him,  armed  with  their  rifles,  but  without  betnyiog  any  diBtonst 
The  chieftain  soon  returned,  and  renewed  his  attack  npoo  the 
larder.  In  a  word,  he  and  his  worthy  coadjutor,  tb«  lisnlflnant. 
ate  until  they  were  both  stupefied. 

Towards  evening  the  Indians  made  their  preparationa  for  the 
night  according  to  the  practice  of  war  parties,  ThoM  ontaida  of 
the  liut  threw  up  two  breastworks,  into  which  they  retired  at  a 
tolerably  early  hour,  and  slept  like  overfed  honnda.  Aa  to  the 
chief  and  hiH  lieutenant,  they  passed  the  ni^t  in  the  hn^  in  ^ 
course  of  vhicli,  tliey,  two  or  three  times,  got  up  to  eat.  The 
travellers  took  turns,  one  at  a  time,  to  mount  govd  until  the 
morning. 

Scarce  had  the  day  dawned,  when  the  gormandiiing  wu 
renewed  by  the  whole  band,  and  carried  on  with  anrpriaing  vigor 
until  lun  o'clock,  when  all  prepared  to  depart  They  had  nz 
days'  journey  yet  to  make,  tbey  Baid,  before  they  ahonld  eome  np 
with  the  OrowH,  who  they  underetood  were  enoamped  on  a  river 
to  the  northward.  Their  way  lay  through  a  hungry  oonntry 
where  there  was  no  game  ;  they  would,  moreover,  have  bat  little 
time  to  hunt :  they,  therefore,  craved  a  small  anpply  of  provi- 
sions for  their  journey.  Mt.  Stuart  again  invited  thera  to  hdp 
themselves.  They  did  so  with  keen  forethought,  loading  tban- 
selves  with  the  choicest  parts  of  the  meat,  and  leaving  tbe  late 
plenteous  larder  fat  gone  in  a  consumption.     Thar  nttt  nqnaat 
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WM  for  »  aupply  of  uniniuiitUHi,  luTing  gtuu,  bat  no  powder  mmI 
ball.  They  promiMd  to  pay  magnificently  oat  of  the  epoila  of 
their  foray.  "  We  are  poor  now,"  said  they,  "  and  are  obliged  to 
go  on  foot,  but  we  shall  soon  oome  baok  laden  with  booty,  and 
all  mounted  on  horsehaek,  with  scalps  hmnging  mi  oar  bridles. 
We  will  then  give  each  of  yon  a  horse  to  keep  you  from  being 
tired  on  your  joomey." 

"  Well,"  said  Mr.  Stoarl,  "wheo  yon  l»ing  the  horses,  yoa 
shall  have  the  ammanition,  hat  not  before."  The  Indians  saw 
by  hia  determined  tone,  that  all  further  entreaty  would  be  ana- 
vailing,  so  they  desisted,  with  a  good-hamored  laugh,  and  went 
off  exceedingly  welt  freighted,  both  within  and  without,  promis- 
ing to  be  back  again  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight 

No  sooner  were  they  out  of  bearing,  than  the  luoklesB  travel- 
lers held  another  council.  The  security  of  their  cabin  was  at  an 
end,  and  with  it  all  their  dreams  of  a  quiet  and  oosey  winter. 
They  were  between  two  fires.  On  one  side  were  their  old  ene- 
mies, the  Crows  ;  on  the  other  aide,  the  Arapahays,  no  less  dan- 
gerous freebooters.  As  to  the  moderation  of  this  war  party, 
they  considered  it  assumed,  to  put  them  off  their  guard  against 
some  more  favorable  opportnnity  for  a  snrprisaL  It  was  deter- 
mined, therefore,  not  to  await  their  return,  but  to  abandon,  with 
all  Kpeoil,  thiu  dangerous  neighborhood.  ITrom  the  accounts  of 
their  roccut  visitorB,  they  were  led  to  believe,  though  erroneously, 
that  tliey  were  apon  the  Quleourt,  or  Rapid  River.  They  pro- 
posed now  to  keep  along  it  to  its  confluence  with  the  Missouri ; 
but,  should  they  be  prevented  by  the  rigors  of  the  season  from 
proceeding  so  fur,  at  least  to  reach  a  part  of  the  river  where  they 
might  be  able  to  construct  canoes  of  greater  strength  and  dura- 
bility than  those  of  buSalo  skins. 

Accordingly,  on  the  13th  of  December,  they  bade  adieu,  with 
many  a  regret,  to  their  oomfi>rtable  quarters,  where,  for  five 


weeks,  they  bad  been  indulging  the  aweel 
and  of  fancied  security.  They  were  still 
veteran  paek-horse,  which  the  Arupahaya 
either  because  they  intended  to  Bteal  him  • 
cause  tlicy  thought  him  not  worth  stealing 
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CHAPTER  1. 


The  int«rTBl  of  comfort  «nd  repose  which  the  putj  had  enjojvd 
in  their  wigmm,  rendered  the  renew&l  of  their  fittigaes  intolera- 
ble for  the  first  two  or  three  iAjt.  The  enow  lay  deep,  and  mm 
slightly  froten  on  the  surfaoe,  but  not  snffioientlj  to  bear  thor 
weight.  Their  feet  became  Bore  by  breaking  through  the  crost, 
and  their  limbs  weary  by  floundering  on  without  firm  foothold. 
So  czhansted  and  dispirited  were  they,  that  they  began  to  think 
it  would  be  better  to  remain  and  mn  the  risk  of  being  killed  by 
the  Indians,  than  to  drag  on  thus  painfully,  with  the  probalnlity 
of  perishing  by  the  way.  Their  miserable  horse  fared  no  better 
than  themselves,  having  for  the  first  day  or  two  no  other  fodder 
than  the  ends  of  willow  twigs,  and  the  bark  of  the  ootton-wood 

They  all,  however,  appeared  to  gain  patience  and  hardihood 
as  they  proceeded,  and  for  fourteen  days  kept  steadily  on,  making 
a  di»>tance  of  about  three  hundred  and  thirty  miles.  For  some 
dayx.  the  range  of  mountains  which  had  been  near  to  their  wig- 
wam kept  paralkl  to  the  river  at  no  great  distance,  but  at  length 
Bub-sided  into  hills  Sometimes  they  found  the  river  bordered 
with  alluvial  bottoms,  and  groves  with  cotton-wood  and  willows; 
sometimes  the  adjacent  country  was  naked  and  barren.  In  one 
place  it  ran  for  a  considerable  distance  between  rocky  hills  and 
promontories  covered  with  cedar  and  pitch  pines,  and  peopled 
with  the  bighorn  and  the  mountain  deer ;  at  other  places  it 
wandered  through  prairiei  well  stocked  witJi  bnfialoes  and  anto- 


lopes.  Ab  they  deseended  the  ooanie  of  the  rim,  they  began  to 
perceive  the  uh  and  white  oak  here  ud  there  unong  the  cotton- 
wood  and  nillow;  and  at  length  caught  a  sight  of  some  wild 
horaea  on  the  distant  prairies. 

The  weather  was  various;  at  one  time  the  mow  ]mj  deep; 
then  they  had  a  gonial  day  or  two,  with  the  mildnesB  and  Bertai^ 
of  autumn  ;  then,  again,  the  frost  was  so  lerere  that  the  river  wai 
Bofficiently  froteu  to  bear  them  upon  the  ioe. 

During  the  last  three  days  of  their  fortnight's  travel,  however, 
the  face  of  the  country  changed.  The  timber  gradually  dimin- 
ished, until  they  conld  scarcely  find  fuel  mffioient  fiir  oaliuary 
purposes.  The  game  grew  mors  and  mote  scanty,  and,  finally, 
none  were  to  be  seen  but  a  few  miserable  broken-dawn  bn&lo 
bulls,  not  worth  killing.  The  snow  lay  fifteen  inohee  deep,  and 
made  the  travelling  grievously  painful  and  toilsome.  At  length 
they  came  to  an  immense  plain,  where  no  vestige  of  timber  was 
to  be  seen ;  nor  a  single  quadruped  to  enliven  the  deeolate  land- 
scape. Here,  then,  their  hearts  Failed  them,  and  they  held  an- 
other consultation.  The  width  of  the  river,  which  was  upwards 
of  a  mile,  its  extreme  shallowness,  the  frequency  of  qniokaands, 
and  various  other  oharacteristios,  had  at  length  made  them  anui- 
blo  of  their  errors  with  respect  to  it,  and  they  now  oame  to  the 
correct  conclusion,  that  they  were  on  the  banks  of  tba  Platte  or 
Shallow  Hiver.  What  were  they  to  do  7  Pursue  its  oonrae  to 
the  Missouri  7  To  go  on  at  this  season  of  the  year  ienned 
dangerous  in  the  extreme.  There  was  no  prospect  of  obtaining 
either  food  or  firing.  The  country  was  destitnta  of  trees,  and 
though  there  wight  be  drift-wood  along  the  river,  it  lay  too  deep 
beneath  the  snow  for  them  to  find  it. 

The  weather  was  threatening  a  change,  and  a  snow  stonn  on 
these  boundless  wastes,  might  prove  as  htal  as  a  whirlwind  of 
sand  on  an  Arabian  desert.     After  much  dreaiy  d 
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WM  at  length  det«rmiiied  to  retnuw  their  time  Ust  daya'  jonznaj, 
of  seveDty-seTen  miles,  to  »  pUoe  which  they  had  remuked; 
where  there  wu  a  shelteriDg  growth  of  forest  trees,  and  a 
coantry  abundant  in  game.  Here  they  would  ouoe  more  set  np 
their  winter  qoarters,  and  await  the  opening  of  the  naviga^n  to 
launch  themselves  in  canoes. 

Accordingly,  on  the  27th  of  December,  they  &oed  abont,  m- 
traced  their  steps,  and  <»i  the  30th,  regained  the  part  at  the 
river  in  question.  Here  the  aUmial  bottom  was  &om  <«•  to  two 
miles  wide,  and  thickly  covered  with  a  forest  of  ootton-wood  trees; 
while  herds  of  buftdo  were  scattered  about  the  neighboring 
prairie,  several  of  which  soon  fell  beneath  their  nfles. 

They  encamped  on  the  margin  of  the  river,  in  a  grove  when 
there  were  trees  large  enough  for  oanoes.  Here  they  put  np  a 
shed  for  immediate  shelter,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  ereet 
a  hut.  NewYoar's  day  dawned  when,  as  yet,  but  one  wall  of 
their  cabin  was  completed ;  the  genial  and  jovial  day,  however, 
was  not  permitted  to  pass  uncelebrated,  even  by  this  weather- 
beaten  crew  of  wanderers.  All  work  was  suspended,  except  that 
of  roasting  and  boiling.  The  choicest  of  the  bu^o  meat,  with 
tongues,  and  humpe,  and  marrow  bones,  were  devoured  in  quan- 
tities that  would  astonish  any  one  that  has  not  lived  among 
hunters  or  Indians;  and  as  an  extra  regale,  having  no  tobaoco 
left,  they  cut  up  an  old  tobacco  pouch,  still  redolent  with  the 
potent  hcrh,  and  smoked  it  in  bonor  of  the  day.  Thus  for  a 
time,  in  prosoiit  revelry,  however  uncouth,  they  forgot  all  past 
troubles  and  all  anxieties  about  the  future,  and  their  forlorn 
wigwam  ctboed  to  the  sound  of  gayety. 

Tlio  iieit  diij-  they  resumed  their  labors,  and  by  the  6th  of 
tht'  itiontli  it  was  complete.  They  soon  killed  abundance  of  bnffido, 
and  again  laid  in  a  stock  of  winter  provisions. 

The  party  were  more  fortnnate  in  this  their  Moond  eanton- 
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ment  The  winter  passed  «wtj  without  any  Indian  Yiinton;  aad 
the  game  oontinued  to  be  plenty  in  the  neighborhood.  Tbej 
felled  two  large  trees,  and  shaped  them  into  canoee ;  and,  ma  the 
spring  opened,  and  a  thaw  of  several  days'  continuance  melt«d 
the  ice  in  the  river,  thej  made  erery  preparation  tor  embarking. 
On  the  8th  of  March  they  lannohed  forth  in  their  canoes,  bat 
soon  found  that  the  river  had  not  depth  soffioient  even  for  aadi 
slender  barks.  It  expanded  into  a  wide  bnt  extremely  Bfaallow 
stream,  with  m&oj'Band-bars,  and  oeoasionally  wiooa  channeU 
They  got  one  of  their  canoea  a  few  miles  down  it,  with  eztroM 
difficulty,  aometimes  wading,  and  dragging  it  over  the  aho^la;  at 
length  they  had  to  abandon  the  attempt,  and  to  remme  thor 
journey  on  foot,  aided  by  their  faith^l  old  paok-horse,  who  had 
recruited  strength  during  the  repose  of  the  winter. 

The  weather  delayed  them  for  a  few  days,  having  anddeBly 
become  more  rigorous  than  it  bad  been  at  any  time  during  the 
winter;  bnton  the  20th  of  March  they  were  again  on  their  joom^. 

In  two  days  they  arrived  at  the  vast  naked  prune,  the  wintiy 
aspect  of  which  had  caused  them,  in  December,  to  panae  and  tnra 
back.  It  was  now  clothed  in  the  early  verdnre  of  spring,  and 
plentifully  stocked  with  game.  Still,  when  obliged  to  bivonae 
on  ita  bare  surface,  without  any  shelter,  and  by  a  soanty  fire  ot 
dry  bnfr&Io  dung,  they  found  the  night  blasts  piercing  oold.  On 
one  occasion,  a  herd  of  bufolo  straying  near  tbeir  evening  eamp^ 
they  killed  three  of  them  merely  fer  their  hidee,  wherewith  te 
make  a  shelter  for  the  night. 

They  continued  on  for  upwards  of  a  hundred  ndlea ;  with 
vast  prairies  extending  before  Ihem  as  they  advaneed;  Bome- 
timcs  diversified  by  undulating  hills,  but  destitute  of  trees.  In 
one  phice  they  saw  a  gang  of  sixty-five  wild  horses,  but  u  to  the 
buffaloes,  they  seemed  absolutely  to  cover  the  oonntrj.  WiU 
geese  abounded,  and  they  passed  extensive  swampe  that  mre  nliv* 
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with  innamenble  Baeka  of  mtarfbwl,  unoDg  wliioh  mm  »  linr 
BwaoB,  but  an  endlew  Tsriet;  of  dooks. 

The  river  contiuued  k  viading  oonrae  to  the  eut-northaMt, 
nearly  a  mile  in  width,  but  too  shallow  to  floMt  eren  ma  «mptj 
canoe.  The  country  spread  ont  into  a  vast  level  piain,  bounded 
by  the  horizon  alone,  excepting  to  the  north,  where  a  line  of  hills 
seemed  like  a  long  promontory  Btretahing  into  the  bosom  of  the 
ocean.  The  dreary  sameness  of  the  prairie  wastes  b^an  to  grow- 
extremely  irkaome.  The  travellers  longed  ftn-  the  sight  of  a 
forest,  or  grove,  or  single  tree,  to  break  the  level  nniibrmity,  and 
began  to  notice  every  object  that  gave  reason  to  hope  they  were 
drawing  towards  the  end  of  thb  weary  wilderness.  Thus  Uw 
occurrence  of  a  particnlar  kind  of  grass  was  huled  as  a  proof- 
that  they  conid  not  be  ftr  &om  the  bottoms  of  the  Missouri; 
and  they  were  rejoiced  at  putting  up  several  prairie  hens,  a  kind 
of  grouse  seldom  found  far  in  the  interior.  In  picking  np  drift- 
wood for  fuel,  alao,  they  found  on  some  pieces  the  mvk  of  an 
axe,  which  caused  much  speculation  as  to  the  time  when  and  the 
persons  by  whom  the  trees  had  been  felled.  Thus  they  went  on, 
like  sailors  at  sea,  who  perceive  in  every  floating  weed  and  wan- 
dering bird,  harbingers  of  the  wished-for  land. 

By  the  close  of  the  month  the  weather  became  very  mild,  and, 
heavily  burilvned  as  they  were,  they  found  the  noontide  tempera- 
ture uncomfortably  warm  On  the  30th,  they  came  to  three  de- 
serted hunting  camps,  either  of  Pawnees  or  Otloes,  about  which 
were  buffalo  skulls  in  all  directions  ;  and  the  frames  on  which  the 
hides  had  been  stretched  and  cured.  They  had  apparently  been 
occupied  the  preceding  autumn. 

For  several  days  they  kept  patiently  on,  watching  every  sign 
that  might  give  them  an  idea  as  to  where  they  were,  and  how 
near  to  the  banks  of  the  Missouri 

Though  there  were  nnmeroiu  trsoes  of  hnntlng  partui  uad 
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enoampmenti,  they  were  not  of  reeent  dkte.  Tha  eonutoj  ■ 
deserted.  Tho  only  hanwn  beings  they  met  witti  wer«  Ihiw 
Pawnee  squaws,  in  a  hut  in  the  midst  of  a  deserted  camp.  Their 
people  had  all  gone  to  the  south,  iu  pnrsnit  <^  the  baBklo,  ud 
had  left  these  poor  women  behind,  being  too  nek  and  iofinn  to 
taiveL 

It  is  a  common  prutice  with  the  Pawnees,  and  probablj  wttt 
other  roTtng  tribes,  when  departing  on  a  distant  expedition,  whtA 
will  not  admit  of  incnmbrance  or  delay,  to  leaTe  their  aged  ud 
infirm  with  a  supply  of  provisionB  sufficient  for  a  temporary  lab- 
Bistenco.  When  this  is  exhausted,  they  moat  perish;  though 
BometimeB  their  sufferingB  are  abridged  by  hostile  prowlora  lAe 
may  visit  the  deserted  damp. 

Tho  poor  Bqnaws  in  question  expected  some  anch  &te  at  Ik 
hands  of  the  white  strangers,  aad  though  the  latter  noooatcd  thiB 
in  the  kindest  manner,  and  made  them  presents  of  dried  bofUo 
meat,  it  was  impoBflible  to  soothe  their  alarm,  or  get  any  u 
tion  from  them. 

The  first  landmark  by  which  the  travellers  i 
oonjecture  their  position  with  any  degree  of  confidenoe,  was  ai 
island  about  seventy  miles  in  length,  which  they  prenunod  to  be 
Grand  Isle.  If  so,  they  were  within  one  hundred  and  fbrtj  miles 
of  the  Missouri.  They  kept  on,  therefore,  with  renewed  spirit, 
and  at  the  end  of  three  days  met  with  an  Otto  Indian,  by  whom 
they  were  confirmed  in  their  oonjecture.  They  learnt  at  tha  same 
time  another  piece  of  information,  of  an  nnoomfbrtaUo  natnie. 
According  to  his  account,  there  was  war  between  the  United 
States  and  England,  and  in  fact  it  bad  existed  for  a  whole  year, 
during  which  time  they  had  been  beyond  the  reach  of  all  know- 
ledge of  the  afiairs  of  the  civilized  world. 

The  Otto  condocted  the  travellers  to  bis  Tillage,  aitnatod  a 
short  distance  from  the  banks  of  tho  Platte.    Heia  tiMgr  wars 


ARRtVAI*  AT  FOBT  08AGB.  4tr 

delighted  to  meet  with  two  wliils  men,  Mmim.  Dosiub  tod  Bai, 
Indiao  traders  recently  from  St.  Lonifl.  Of  these  they  h*d  % 
thoDsand  inqoirieB  to  nuke  ooneeming  til  a^rs,  foreign  mad 
domestic,  during  their  jetr  of  sepoltore  in  tlie  wildemeaa ;  utd 
especially  about  the  erenta  of  the  editing  war. 

They  now  prepared  to  abandon  Uieir  weary  travel  by  land, 
and  to  embark  upon  the  water.  A.  bargain  waa  made  with  Mr. 
Domin,  who  engaged  to  famish  them  wiUi  a  oanoe  and  proviaiona 
for  the  voyage,  in  exchange  for  their  venerable  and  weU-triad 
fellow  traveller,  the  old  Snake  horae. 

Accordingly,  in  a  ooaplc  of  days,  the  Indians  employed  bj 
that  gentleman  constructed  for  them  a  esaoe  twenty  feet  long, 
four  feet  wide,  and  eighteen  inches  de^  The  beme  was  of  polea 
and  willow  twigs,  on  which  were  atretohed  five  dk  and  bnffiUo 
hides,  sewed  together  with  sinews,  and  the  seams  payed  with 
nnctuouB  mud.  In  this  they  embarked  at  an  early  hour  on  the 
16lh  of  April,  and  drifted  down  ten  miles  with  the  streun,  when 
the  wiod  being  high  they  encamped,  and  set  to  work  to  make 
oars,  which  they  had  not  been  able  to  procure  at  the  Indian 
Tillage. 

Once  more  afloat,  they  went  merrily  down  the  stream,  and 
.  after  making  thirty-five  miles,  emerged  into  the  broad  tnrMd 
current  of  the  Missouri  Here  they  were  borne  along  briskly 
by  the  rapid  stream,  though,  by  the  time  their  fragile  bark  had 
floated  a  couple  of  hundred  miles,  its  frame  began  to  show  the 
effects  of  the  voyage  Luckily  they  came  to  the  deserted  win- 
tering place  of  some  hunting  party,  where  they  found  two  old 
wooden  cauues.  Taking  possession  of  the  largest,  «they  again 
coniDiitted  themselves  to  the  current,  and  after  dropping  down 
fiftj-fiTc  niilfs  furllior,  arrived  safely  at  Fort  Osage. 

Here  they  found  Lieutenant  Brownson  still  in  command ; 
the  officer  who  had  given  the  expedition  a  hospitable  reeeptisn 
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on  itfl  way  vp  the  riv«r,  eighteen  monthi  preriouly.  Q«  reerird 
this  remnant  of  the  party  with  a  cordial  weloome,  and  andeniand 
in  every  way  to  promote  their  comfort  and  enjoyment  dariqg 
their  aojourn  at  the  fort.  The  greatest  luxury  thej  met  with  oa 
their  return  to  the  abode  of  eiviliaed  man,  waa  bread,  not  harii^ 
taated  any  for  nearly  a  year. 

Their  stay  at  Fort  Osage  was  bat  Bhort  On  TfrfimbuU^ 
they  were  furnished  with  an  ample  supply  of  proviuona  by  the 
kindneaa  of  Lieutenant  Browneon,  and  performed  the  rest  of 
their  voyage  without  adverse  oironmstanoe.  On  the  SOth  of 
April  they  arrived  in  perfect  health  and  fine  spirita  at  St.  Lou^ 
having  been  ten  months  in  performing  thia  periloui  «xpeditiea 
from  Astoria.  Their  return  canaed  quite  a  fi<^itatii>n  ait  tht 
place,  bringing  the  first  intelligence  of  the  fortone  el  Mr.  Hunt 
and  bis  party,  in  their  adventorouB  roots  mfom  tli«  Boal^ 
Mountains,  and  of  the  new  establisbineiLt  on  the  ahoTM  vt  th* 
Pacific 


COHHBBCMI>*Uai&KoeMSirr8. 


CHAPTER  11. 

It  ii  now  neoeseaiy,  ia  linking  togsthor  tli«  pftrta  of  this  cs- 
onTBive  nuT&tiTe,  that  we  notice  the  proceedings  of  Hr.  Aitw, 
in  support  of  hiB  gre>t  nndertaJdng.  His  project  with  reeped 
to  the  Bossian  estsblishments  along  the  northwest  ooset,  had 
been  diligently  prosecuted.  The  agent  sent  by  him  to  St  Fetera- 
bnrgh,  to  negotiate  in  ^is  name  as  president  of  the  Amerioan  For 
Company,  had,  under  sanction  of  the  Rnssian  goTemment,  made 
a  provisional  agreement  with  the  BuBBian  company. 

By  this  agreement,  which  was  ratified  by  Mr.  Astor  in  1813, 
the  two  companies  boond  themaelves  not  to  interfere  widi  eaoh 
other's  trading  and  hunting  grounds,  nor  to  f^imish  arms  and 
ammunition  to  the  Indians.  They  were  to  act  in  concert,  also, 
against  all  interlopers,  and  to  suocor  each  other  in  ease  of  dan- 
ger. The  American  company  was  to  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
supplying  the  ttusaian  posts  with  goods  and  neceasarieB,  receiv- 
ing peltries  in  payment  at  stated  prices.  They  were,  also,  if  so 
requested  by  the  Russian  governor,  to  convey  the  furs  of  Uie 
RusBian  company  to  Canton,  sell  them  on  commission,  and  bring 
back  the  proceeds,  at  such  freight  as  might  be  agreed  on  at  the 
time.  This  agreement  was  to  continue  in  operation  four  years, 
and  to  be  renewable  for  a  similar  term,  udIchs  some  unforeseen 
couliiigeney  should  render  a  modification  Dccessary. 

It  was  calculated  to  be  of  great  service  to  the  inbnt  estab- 
lishment at  Astoria ;  dispelling  the  fears  of  hostile  rivalry  on  the 


part  of  the  foreign  compsniea  in  ita  neighborhood,  and  giving  a 
formidable  blow  to  the  irregular  trade  along  th«  coast.  It  ma 
also  the  intention  of  Mr.  Astor  to  have  coasting  vesnels  of  hi> 
own,  at  Astoria,  of  small  tonnage  and  draft  of  wat«r,  fitted  for 
ooaating  service.  These,  having  a  placo  of  shelter  and  deporit, 
could  ply  about  the  coast  in  short  voyages,  in  &vorabla  westliv, 
and  would  liarc  vast  advaotage  over  chance  ships,  which  must 
make  long  voyages,  maintain  numerous  crews,  and  oould  only  ap- 
proach the  coast  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  gradually  to  make  Astoria  the  great  emporium  of  the 
American  fur  trade  in  the  Paoific,  and  the  nucleus  of  »  powerfiil 
American  state.  Unfortunately  for  these  sanguine  anticipations, 
before  Mr.  Aator  had  ratified  the  agreement,  as  above  stated,  war 
broke  out  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  He 
perceived  at  once  the  peril  of  the  case.  The  harbor  of  New-Toric 
would  doubtless  be  blockaded,  and  the  departure  of  the  annual 
supply  ship  in  the  autumn  prevented  ;  or,  if  she  should  succeed 
ID  getting  out  to  sea,  she  might  be  captured  on  ber  Toyage. 

In  this  emergency,  he  wrote  to  Captain  Sowie,  oommander  of 
the  Beaver.  The  letter,  which  was  addressed  to  him  at  Canton, 
directed  him  to  proceed  to  the  fnctory  at  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
lumbia, with  such  articles  as  the  cHtablishmont  might  need ;  and 
to  remain  there,  subject  to  the  orders  of  Mr.  Hunt,  should  that 
gentleman  be  in  command  there. 

The  war  continued.  No  tidings  had  yet  been  received  from 
Astoria ;  the  dispatches  having  been  delayed  by  the  misadventure 
of  Mr.  Uccd  at  the  falls  of  the  Columbia,  and  the  unhorsing  of 
Mr.  tJtuart,  by  tlio  Crows  among  the  mountains.  A  painful  un- 
certainty, also,  prevailed  about  Mr.  liunt  and  his  party.  Nothing 
had  been  heard  of  tbem  since  their  departure  from  the  Ariokara 
village ;  Lisa,  who  parted  from  them  there,  bad  predicted  their  de- 
struction ;  and  acme  of  the  traders  of  the  Northwett  Oorapnaj, 
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had  aotiully  spmd  %  mmor  of  lh«r  having  faMa  oat  itB  bj 
the  iDdikns, 

It  waa  ft  hard  trial  of  the  courage  and  means  of  an  indindual, 
to  Lave  to  fit  ont  another  ooetlj  expedition,  where  m  mnoh  had 
already  been  expended,  so  much  nnoertainty  prevailed,  and  when 
the  risk  of  loss  was  so  greatly  enbanoed,  that  no  insnranoe  ooold 
be  effected. 

In  spite  of  all  these  dtBOooragemento,  Mr.  Astor  determined 
to  send  another  ship  to  the  rdief  of  the  settlement  H«  selectod 
for  this  parpose, «  vessel  called  the  Lark,  remarkable  for  her  &si 
sailing.  The  disordered  state  of  the  times,  however,  oansed  sooh 
a  delay,  that  February  arrived,  while  the  vessel  was  yet  lingering 
in  port. 

At  this  juncture,  Mr.  Astor  learnt  that  the  Northwest  Com- 
pany were  preparing  to  tend  out  an  armed  ship  of  twenty  guns, 
called  the  Isaac  Todd,  to  form  an  establishment  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia.  These  tidings  gave  him  great  uneasiness.  A. 
considerable  proportion  of  the  persons  in  his  employ  were  Sootoh- 
men  and  Canadians,  and  several  of  them  had  been  in  the  service 
of  the  Northwest  Company.  Should  Mr.  Hunt  have  failed  to 
arrive  at  Astoria,  the  whole  establishment  would  be  under  the 
control  of  Mr.  M'Dougal,  of  whose  fidelity  he  had  received  very 
disparaging  accounts  from  Captain  Thorn.  The  British  govern- 
ment, also,  might  deem  it  worth  while  to  send  a  force  against  the 
establiKhment,  Laving  been  urged  to  do  so  some  time  previously, 
by  the  Northwest  Company. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  Mr.  Astor  wrote  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, then  Hccretary  of  state,  requesling  protection  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  tlic  United  States.  He  represented  the  importance 
of  his  HCttlcwcnt,  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  and  the  shelter 
it  might  afford  to  the  American  vessels  in  those  seas.  All  he 
asked  was,  that  the  American  govemawot  would  throw  forty  or 


fifij  men  into  the  fort  at  his  eBtablialiment,  wUoli  would  be  niS- 
cionl  for  ite  defence,  nntil  he  could  send  ranforcemoDtB  onr 

Ho  waited  in  vain  for  a  TOply  to  this  letter,  the  gorenunent, 
no  doubt,  being  engrossed  at  the  time,  bj  an  overwhelming  crowd 
of  affairs.  The  month  of  March  arrived,  and  the  Lark  was 
ordered  by  Mr.  Astor,  to  put  to  ees.  The  officer  who  wai  to 
command  her,  shrunk  from  his  engagement,  and  in  the  exigmej 
of  the  moment,  she  was  given  in  charge  to  Hr.  Northrop,  the 
mate.  Mr.  Nicholas  G.  Ogden,  a  gentleman  on  whose  talents  and 
integrity  the  highest  reliance  could  be  placed,  sailed  aa  snper- 
cargo.     The  Lark  put  to  Boa  in  thebeginning  of  March,  1613. 

By  this  opportunity,  Mr.  Astor  wrote  to  Mr.  Hant,  a>  head 
of  the  establishment  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  fbr  he  would 
not  allow  himself  to  donbt  of  his  welfkre.  "  I  always  think  yon 
are  well,"  said  he,  "  and  that  I  shall  see  yon  again,  which  heaven, 
I  hope,  will  grant." 

Ho  warned  him  to  be  on  his  guard  against  any  attempts  to 
surprise  the  post ;  suggesting  the  probability  of  armed  hostility 
on  the  part  of  the  Northwest  Company,  and  expressing  bis  indig- 
nation at  the  ungrateful  returns  mado  by  that  association  for  his 
frank  and  open  conduct,  and  adTOntageons  overtarea.  "  Were  I 
on  the  spot,"  said  be,  "  and  had  the  management  of  a&iri,  I 
would  defy  them  all ;  but,  as  it  is,  every  thing  depends  upon  yon 
and  your  friends  about  you.  Our  enterprite  is  grand,  and 
deserves  success,  and  I  /wpe  in  God  it  imU  meet  it.  If  my 
object  was  merely  gain  of  money,  I  should  say,  think  whether  it 
is  best  t<j  save  what  we  can,  and  abandon  the  place ;  but  the  very 
idm  is  like  a  dagger  to  wy  heart."  This  extract  is  snffieient  to 
show  the  spirit  and  the  views  which  actuated  Mr.  Astor  in  this 
great  undertaking. 

Week  after  week,  and  month  after  month  elapaed,  witlumt 
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anj  thing  to  dispel  the  pkinM  ioeertitnde  (Jut  hnng  over  every 
part  of  this  enterprise.  Though  a  man  of  Feaolnte  spirit,  uKf 
not  easily  csst  down,  the  dangers  impending  over  this  darling 
scheme  of  his  ambition,  had  a  gradiul  efiaot  npon  the  spirits  of 
Mr.  Astor.  He  was  sitting  one  gloomy  evening  by  his  window 
revolving  over  the  loss  of  the  Voaqnin,  mod  the  fitte  of  her  unfor- 
tunate crew,  and  fearing  that  some  equally  tragical  calami^ 
might  have  befallen  the  adventurers  aoross  the  mountains,  when 
the  evening  newspaper  was  brought  to  him.  The  first  paragnqA 
that  caught  his  eye,  aunonnoed  the  arrinl  of  Hr.  Stuart  and  hA 
party  at  St.  Louis,  with  intdligence  that  Mr  Hunt  and  bis  com- 
panions  bad  effected  their  perilous  expedition  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Columbia.  This  was  a  gleam  of  sunshine  that  for  a  tinu 
dispelled  ever;  cloud,  and  he  now  looked  forward  with  sangulm 
hope  to  the  accomplishment  of  all  his  plans. 
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CHAPTER  in. 

The  course  of  onr  nBmtive  dow  tkkes  ns  buk  to  the  regicm 
boyond  tbe  mountains,  to  dispose  of  the  parties  that  set  oat  tnm 
Astoria,  in  compauj  with  Mr,  Robert  Stuart,  and  vhom  he  laft 
on  the  bauks  of  the  Wallah-Wallah.  Those  parties,  tikewisa 
separated  from  each  other  shortly  after  hii  departure,  prooeeding 
to  their  rcnpective  destinations,  but  agreeing  to  meet  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Wallah- Wallah,  about  the  b^inniiig  of  Jtme  in  the 
following  year,  with  such  peltries  as  they  ritoold  have  oolleeted 
in  the  interior,  so  as  to  convoy  each  other  through  the  dangerons 
passes  of  the  Columbia. 

Mr.  David  Stuart,  one  of  the  partners,  proceeded  with  hia  men 
to  the  post  already  established  by  him  at  tbe  month  of  the 
Oakinagan ;  having  furnished  this  with  goods  and  aramimitioH, 
he  proceeded  three  hundred  miles  up  that  river,  where  he 
established  another  post  in  a  good  trading  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Clarke,  another  partner,  oonduoted  hia  litUe  band  np 
Lewis  River  to  the  mouth  of  a  small  stream  coming  in  from  tbe 
north,  to  which  the  Canadians  gave  the  name  of  the  Pavion. 
Here  he  found  a  village  or  encampment  of  fbrty  hnta  or  tenta, 
covered  with  mats,  and  inhabited  by  Nez  Penes,  or  |uereed-B0W 
Indians,  as  they  are  called  by  the  traders ;  but  ChipaDDiah,  as 
they  are  called  by  tliotosclvcs.  They  are  a  hardy,  laborions,  and 
somewhat  knavish  race,  who  lead  a  prccariona  life,  fiahing,  and 
digging  roots  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  hunting  the  deer 
on  snow  shoes  during  tbe  winter,  and  traversing  the  Boeky 
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MonnUins  in  the  spring,  to  tnde  for  bnffitio  skins  irith  A* 
huating  tribes  of  the  Missouri.  In  these  migrktions  they  ua' 
liable  to  be  vaylaid  and  attftoked  by  the  Blackfeet,  and  other 
warlike  and  predatory  tribes,  and  driven  back  across  the  moun- 
tains with  the  loss  of  their  horses,  and  of  many  of  their  ooini;^das. 

A  life  of  this  unsettled  and  preoarioos  kind  is  apt  to  render 
men  selfish,  and  such  Hr,  Clarke  found  the  inhabitants  of  thii 
village,  who  were  de&oieat  in  the  nsoal  hoepitality  of  iDdiani ; 
parting  with  every  thing  with  extreme  relnetance,  and  showing 
DO  sensibility  to  any  act  of  kindnees.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival, 
they  were  all  occupied  in  catching  and  curing  salmon.  The  flMit 
were  stout,  robust,  active,  and  good  looking,  and  the  women  haiicl- 
somer  than  those  of  the  tribes  nearer  to  the  coast 

It  was  the  plan  of  Mr.  Clarke  to  lay  up  his  b<»its  here,  and 
proceed  by  land  to  bis  place  of  destination,  which  was  among  the 
Spokan  tribe  of  Indians,  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  distant 
He  accordingly  endeavored  to  purchase  horses  for  tbe  journey,' 
but  in  this  he  had  to  contend  vrith  tbe  sordid  disposition  of  theM 
people.  They  asked  high  prices  for  their  horses,  and  were  so 
difficult  to  deal  with,  that  Mr.  Clarke  was  detained  seven  days 
among  them,  before  he  could  procure  a  soScient  number.  During 
that  time  he  was  annoyed  by  repeated  pilferings,  for  iriiiah  ht 
could  get  no  redress.  Tbe  chief  promised  to  recover  the  stolen 
articles  ;  but  failed  to  do  so,  alleging  that  tbe  thieves  belonged 
to  a  distant  tribe,  and  had  made  off  with  their  booty.  With  this 
excuse  Mr.  Clarke  was  fain  to  content  himself,  though  he  laid  up 
in  his  heart  a  bitter  grudge  against  the  whole  pierced-uose  race, 
which  it  will  be  found  lie  took  occasion  subsc<{aently  to  gratify 
in  a  signal  manner. 

Having  made  arrangements  for  his  departure,  Mr.  Clarke  laid 
up  his  barge  and  canoea  in  a  sheltered  place,  on  the  banks  of  & 
small  bay,  overgrown  with  shrobs  and  willows,  oonfiding  tfaem  to 


the  oftre  of  the  N«  Ferce  chief,  who,  on  being  promued  an  ample 
oompensittion,  eugsged  to  have  a  goardian  eje  upon  them  ;  then 
moaDting  his  steed,  and  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  his  little 
caravan,  he  shook  the  dust  off  his  feet  is  he  tamed  hie  back 
apoD,  this  village  of  rogues  and  hard  dealers.  We  ahall  not  fol- 
low him  minutely  in  his  journey ;  which  lay  at  times  over  steep 
and  rocky  hills,  and  among  erogs  and  preeiiHces ;  at  other  iimm 
over  vast  naked  and  snnbumt  pbuni,  aboondiDg  with  ntde- 
inakea,  in  traversing  which,  both  men  and  horaes  suffered  infa4- 
erably  from  heat  and  thirst.  The  place  on  which  he  fixed  for  a 
trading  post,  wu  a  fine  point  of  land,  at  the  junction  of  the 
Pointed  Heart  and  Spoken  Rivers.  His  estsblishmont  was 
intended  to  compote  with  a  trading  post  of  the  Northwest  Com- 
pany,  situated  at  no  great  distance,  and  to  rival  it  in  the  trade 
with  the  Spokan  Indians ;  as  well  as  with  the  Cootonaia  and 
Flatheads.  In  this  neighborhood  we  shall  leave  him  tar  the 
present. 

Mr.  M'Kenrio,  who  oondnoted  the  third  party  Aom  the  Wal- 
lah-Wallah, navigated  for  several  dayi  up  the  lOnth  braaeh  of  the 
Columbia,  named  the  CamOenum  by  the  natives,  but  o 
called  Lewis  River,  in  honor  of  the  first  explorer, 
bands  of  various  tribes  were  seen  along  this  rivar,  tranlling  in 
variona  directions ;  for  the  Indians  generally  are  resUeaa,  roving 
beings,  continually  intent  on  enterprises  of  war,  traffic,  and  hoat- 
ing.  Some  of  these  people  were  driving  large  gangs  <rf  hotsea, 
as  if  to  a  distant  market.  Having  arrived  at  the  month  of  the 
Shafaaptan,  he  ascended  some  distance  np  that  rirer,  and  eitah- 
lished  hia  trading  post  upon  its  banks.  This  appeared  to  be  a 
great  thoroughfare  for  the  tribes  from  the  neighborhood  of  the 
fklls  of  the  Columbia,  in  their  expeditions  to  make  war  npon  the 
tribes  of  the  Rocky  Honntuns ;  to  hunt  bn&lo  on  tfio  plaiaa 
beyond,  or  to  traf&o  for  roots  and  buffslo  robea.     It  WM  the  •»- 
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Kn  of  migratioii,  uid  tlw  IndiuH  fivM  Twions  diatut  partB  wve 
pMBing  uid  repusiog  in  grMt  nmnben. 

Mr.  U'Keniie  now  deUehed  a  flnudl  baud,  under  the  ooDdoet 
of  Mr.  John  Beed,  ko  rtait  the  enehea  nude  l^  Mr.  Hunt  »t  tin 
Ckldron  Linn,  uid  to  biing  the  o<Mit«ite  to  fail  poet ;  «a  ^  d»- 
pended,  in  some  meaanrB,  on  tiiem  fbr  hia  snppliee  c£  goods  sal 
■mmuaition.  They  had  not  been  gone  a  week,  vken  two  Indinw 
Arrived  of  the  PallatapalU  tribe,  who  lire  npon  a  rim'  of  the 
same  name.  These  oonunnnioated  the  nnweloome  inteUig^Me 
that  the  caches  had  been  robbed.  They  eaid  that  Mnne  of  (hear 
tribe  had,  in  the  oonrse  of  the  preceding  spring,  been  aereoa  tte 
raouotaiDS,  which  separated  them  from  Snake  River,  and  had 
traded  horses  with  the  Snakes  in  exchange  for  blankets,  robes, 
and  goods  .of  various  descriptions.  These  articles  the  Snakes 
had  procured  from  caches  to  whioh  thej  were  guided  bj  some 
white  men  who  resided  among  them,  and  who  afterwards  aooom- 
panied  them  across  the  Rocky  Mountains.  This  intelligence  wis 
extremely  perplexing  to  Mr.  M'Keniie,  but  the  truth  of  part  of 
it  was  confirmed  by  the  two  Indians,  who  bi«ngbt  than  an 
English  saddle  and  bridle,  which  was  recognised  as  hariag 
belonged  to  Mr.  Crooks.  The  perfidy  of  the  white  men  who 
revealed  the  secret  of  the  caches,  was,  howcTer,  perfectly  ineipU- 
<»blc.  ^Ve  shall  presently  account  for  it  in  narrating  the  expe- 
dition of  .Mr.  Reed. 

That  worthy  Hibernian  proceeded  on  his  mission  with  his 
Dsual  alacrity.  Uis  forlorn  travels  of  the  preceding  winter  had 
made  him  acquainted  with  the  topography  of  the  country,  and  he 
reached  Snake  River  without  any  material  difficulty.  Here,  in 
an  encampment  of  the  natives,  he  met  with  six  white  men,  wan- 
dererit  from  the  main  expedition  of  Mr  Hunt,  who,  after  having 
fend  their  respective  shares  of  adventures  and  mishaps,  had  forta- 


natelf  oome  together  at  this  place.  Thrae  of  tkeae  hwd  vara 
Turcotto,  La  Chapellc,  and  Francis  Landry;  the  three  C*wi- 
dUin  vojagenrs  who,  it  may  be  recollected,  had  left  Hr.  CnoikB 
in  February,  iq  the  neighborhood  of  Snake  Biver,  being  dianujed 
b;  the  increasing  hardahips  of  the  jonracy,  and  fearfal  of  per- 
ishing of  hanger.  They  hod  returned  to  a  Snake  encampment, 
where  they  passed  the  residue  of  the  winter. 

Early  in  the  spring,  being  utterly  destitute,  and  in  gnat 
extremity,  and  having  worn  out  the  hospitality  of  the  Snakei, 
tiiey  determined  to  aTail  themselves  of  the  buried  treaanna 
within  their  knowledge.  They  accordingly  informed  the  Snake 
chieftains  that  they  knew  where  a  great  quantity  of  goods  had 
been  left  in  caches,  enough  to  enrich  the  whole  tribe ;  and  offered 
to  conduct  them  to  the  place,  on  condition  of  being  rewarded 
with  horBCB  and  provisiona.  The  chieftains  pledged  their  &i& 
and  honor  as  great  men  and  Snakes,  and  the  three  Canadiaaa 
conducted  them  to  the  place  of  deposit  at  the  Caldron  Linn. 
This  is  the  way  that  the  savages  got  knowledge  of  the  oaohea, 
and  not  by  following  the  tracks  of  wolves,  as  Hr.  Btoart  had 
supposed.  Never  did  money  diggers  turn  up  a  miser's  hoard 
with  more  eager  delight,  than  did  the  savages  lay  open  the  trtmr 
sures  of  the  oacbes.  Blankets  and  robes ;  bnss  trinkets  snd  bine 
beads  were  drawn  forth  with  chuckling  exultation,  and  long 
Strips  of  scarlet  cloth  produced  yells  of  eostasy. 

The  rifling  of  the  caches  efiected  a  change  in  the  fortnnea  and 
deportment  of  the  whole  party.  The  Snakes  were  better  elad 
and  equipped  than  ever  were  Snakes  before,  and  the  tbree  CSaaor 
dians,  suddenly  finding  themselves  witli  horse  to  ride  and  weapon 
to  wear,  were,  like  beggars  on  horseback,  ready  to  ride  on  any 
wild  scamper.  Ad  opportunity  soon  presented.  The  Snskai 
determined  on  a  bunting  match  on  the  bo&Io  pniriei,  to  1^  iB 
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ft  supply  of  beef,  that  thej  might  tir*  in  plenty,  u  became  men 
of  their  improved  condition.  The  three  nevly  xoonnted  oaralien 
must  fain  accompany  tttam.  Tliey  all  traversed  the  Rooky 
Hountaine  in  safety,  descended  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Mis- 
souri, and  made  great  havoc  among  the  bu&loee. 

Their  hunting  camp  was  fall  of  meat ;  they  were  gorging 
themselves,  like  true  Indiana,  with  present  plenty,  and  drying 
and  jerking  great  quantities  for  a  winter's  supply.  In  the  midxt 
of  their  revelry  and  good  oheer,  the  camp  was  surprised  by  the 
Blackfeet.  Several  of  the  Snakes  were  slain  on  the  spot ;  the 
residue,  with  their  three  Canadian  allies,  fled  to  the  mountains, 
stripped  of  horses,  buffalo  meat,  every  thing;  and  made  their 
way  back  to  the  old  encampment  on  Snake  River,  poorer  than 
ever,  but  esteeming  themselves  fortunate  in  having  escaped  with' 
their  lives.  They  had  not  been  long  there  when  the  Canadians 
were  cheered  by  the  sight  of  a  companion  in  misfortune,  Dobreuil, 
the  poor  voyageur  who  had  left  Hr.  Crooks  in  March,  being  too 
much  exhausted  to  keep  on  with  him.  Not  long  afterwards,  thAe 
other  straggling  members  of  the  main  expedition  made  their 
appearance  These  were  Carson,  St  Michael,  and  Pierre  DeUn- 
nay,  three  of  the  trappers  who,  in  company  with  Pierre  Detayd^ 
had  been  left  among  the  mountains  by  Mr,  Hunt,  to  trap  beaver, 
in  the  preceding  mouth  of  September.  They  had  departed  from 
the  iiiaiu  body  well  armed  and  provided,  with  horses  to  ride,  and 
horses  lo  carry  the  peltries  they  were  to  collect.  They  came  wan- 
dcriug  into  ibe  Snake  camp  as  ragged  and  destitute  as  their  prede- 
cessors. It  appears  that  they  had  finished  their  trapping,  and  were 
making  their  way  in  the  spring  to  the  Missouri,  when  they  were 
met  and  attacked  by  a  powerful  band  of  the  all-pervading  Crows. 
They  luadc  a  desperate  resistance,  and  killed  seven  of  the  savageb, 
but  were  overpoweied  by  numbers.     Pierre  J)tUy&  was  slain,  the 
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rut  were  robbed  of  horses  and  efiects,  and  obliged  to  tnnt  ba^ 
wbeu  they  fell  in  with  their  old  compaDionB,  as  alrekdj  men- 
tioned. 

We  should  observe,  that  at  the  heels  of  Pierre  Delannaj  came 
draggling  an  Indian  wife,  whom  he  had  picked  np  in  hia  wander- 
ingB  ;  having  grown  weary  of  celibacy  among  the  savages. 

The  whole  seven  of  this  forlorn  fraternity  of  adventurer^ 
thoB  accidentally  congregated  on  the  banlu  of  Snake  River,  were 
making  arrangements  once  more  to  cross  the  monntaias,  when 
some  Indian  scouts  brought  word  of  the  approach  of  the  little 
baud  headed  by  John  Reed. 

The  latter,  having  heard  the  several  atoriee  of  these  wander- 
ers, took  them  -all  into  his  party,  and  set  out  for  the  Caldron 
'  Linn,  to  clear  out  two  or  three  of  the  caches  which  had  not  been 
revealed  to  the  Indians. 

At  that  place  he  met  with  Robinson,  the  Kentnoky  veteran, 
who,  with  his  two  comrades,  Rezner  and  Hoback,  had  ramuned 
there  when  Mr.  Stuart  went  on.  This  adventurous  trio  had  been 
trapping  higher  up  the  river,  bnt  Robinson  had  come  down  in  a 
cnnoc,  to  await  the  expected  arrival  of  the  party,  and  obtain 
horses  and  equipments.  He  told  Reed  the  story  of  the  robbery 
of  his  party  by  the  Arapahays,  but  it  differed,  in  some  partionlars, 
from  the  account  given  by  him  to  Mr.  Staart  In  that,  he  had 
repiescntcd  Cass  as  having  shamefully  deserted-his  companions 
in  iheir  citrcniity,  carrying  off  with  him  a  horae ;  in  the  tme 
now  given,  lio  spoke  of  him  as  having  been  killed  in  the  affray 
with  the  Arapahays,  This  discrepancy,  of  which,  of  eoorae^ 
Reed  could  have  had  no  knowledge  at  the  time,  oononrrad  witii 
other  circumstances,  to  occasion  afterwards  some  mysterioos 
speculations  and  dark  surmises,  as  to  the  real  fiite  of  Can;  b<t 
as  no  substantial  grounds  were  ever  addueed  tor  then,  we  Ibrbew 
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to  throw  any  deeper  ahftdee  into  tUs  story  ol  Bufiintiigi  in  tlw 

wilderuess. 

Mr.  Reed  baving  gathered  the  renuinder  of  the  goods  from 
ihe  oaohes,  pat  hinuelf  at  the  head  of  his  party,  now  angmanted 
by  the  seven  men  that  oaBoally  picked  np,  and  the  aqnaw  of 
Pierre  Delaonay,  and  made  hia  way  aBoeessfnlly  to  M'Keniio'a 
Poet,  on  the  waters  of  the  Sbshaptan. 


19* 


CHAPTEB.  LIIL 

After  the  departure  of  the  diffcrcot  detachmenta,  or  brigadet, 
as  tbej  are  called  by  the  fur  traders,  the  Beaver  prepared  for  her 
voyage  along  the  coast,  and  licr  vliiit  to  the  Bussian  establish- 
ment, at  New  Archangel,  where  she  was  to  carry  supplies.  It 
had  been  determined  in  the  council  of  partners  at  Astoria,  that 
Mr.  Hunt  should  embark  iu  this  vessel,  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
quainting himself  with  the  coasting  trade,  and  of  making  amnge- 
menta  with  the  commander  of  the  Bussian  post,  and  that  he 
should  be  relanded  iu  October,  at  Agtoria,.by  the  Beaver,  on  her 
way  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  Canton. 

The  Beaver  put  to  sea  in  the  month  of  August.  Her  depar- 
ture, and  that  of  the  various  brigades,  left  the  fortress  of  Astoria 
but  slightly  garrisoned.  This  was  soon  perceived  by  some  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  the  conscq^ucnce  was,  increased  insolence  o( 
deportment,  and  a  disposition  to  hostility.  It  was  now  the  fish- 
ing season,  when  the  tribes  from  the  northern  coast  drew  into  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Columbia.  These  were  warlike  and  perfi- 
dious in  their  dispo.«ltions ;  aud  noted  for  their  attempts  to  sar- 
priac  trading  ships.  Among  them  were  numbers  of  the  Newee- 
tees,  the  ferocious  tribe  that  massacred  the  crew  of  the  Tonquin. 

Great  precautions,  therefore,  were  taken  at  the  factory,  to 
guard  against  surprise  while  these  dangerous  intruders  were  in 
the  vicinity.  Galleries  were  constructed  inside  of  the  palisades; 
the  bastions  were  heightened,  and  sentinels  were  posted  day  and 
night.  Fortunately,  the  Chinooks  and  other  tribes  resident  in 
tbe  vicinity  manifested  the  most  pacific  disposition.     Old  Com- 
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eomly,  who  held  amy  orer  thesi,  was  a  shrewd  oakmlator.  He 
wu  aware  of  the  advuiUgeB  of  having  the  whites  as  neighbors 
and  allies,  and  of  the  oonsequenoe  derived  to  himself  and  his 
people  from  acting  ai  intermediate  traders  between  than  and  the 
distant  tribes.  He  had,  therefore,  by  this  time,  beoome  a  firm 
friend  of  the  Astorians,  and  formed  a  kind  of  barrier  between 
them  and  the  hostile  intruders  from  the  north. 

The  summer  of  1812  passed  away  without  any  of  tlie  hoatili- 
ties  that  had  been  apprehended  ;  the  Neweetees,  and  other  dan- 
gerous fisilors  to  the  neighborhood,  finished  their  fishing  and  re> 
tamed  home,  and  the  inmates  of  the  betory  onee  more  felt  seenr* 
from  attack. 

It  now  became  necessary  to  guard  against  other  evils.  The 
sea»>a  of  scarcity  arrived,  which  oommenoes  in  October,  and  lasts 
until  the  end  of  January.  To  provide  for  the  support  of  the 
garrison,  the  shallop  was  employed  to  forage  about  the  shores  of 
the  river.  A  number  of  the  men,  also,  under  the  command  of 
some  of  the  clerks,  were  sent  to  quarter  thenuelTes  on  the  banks 
of  the  Wollamut,  (the  Multnomah  of  Lewis  and  Clark,)  a  fine 
river  which  disembogues  itself  into  the  Columbia,  about  sixty 
miles  above  Astoria.  The  conntry  bordering  on  the  river  is 
finely  diversified  with  prairies  and  hills,  and  forests  of  oak,  ash, 
maple  and  cedar  It  abounded,  at  that  tjnic,  with  elk  and  deer, 
and  the  streams  were  welt  stocked  with  beaver  Here  the  par^, 
after  Hiippljing  tlieir  own  wants,  were  enabled  to  pack  up  quanti- 
ties of  dried  meal,  and  send  it  by  canoes  to  Astoria. 

Tlie  mouth  of  October  elapsed  without  the  return  of  the 
Beaver  Xuvember,  December,  January,  passed  away,  and  still 
nothing  was  seen  or  heard  of  her.  Gloomy  apprehensions  HOW 
began  to  be  entertained:  she  might  have  been  wrecked  in  the 
course  of  her  coasting  voyage,  or  surprised,  like  the  Tonquin,  by 
some  of  the  treacherous  tribes  of  the  north. 


No  one  indulged  more  ia  these  apprehensiona  tiuui  M'Doogil, 
who  had  now  the  charge  of  the  CBtablishment  He  no  longer 
evinced  the  hustling  confidence  and  bnoyanoy  which  onoa  chaimo- 
terized  him.  Command  seemed  to  bsvo  lost  its  ohamu  for  h&s ; 
or  rather,  ho  gave  way  to  the  most  abject  despondency,  deoijing 
tlie  whole  enterprise,  magnifjing  ever;  ontowud  oitvnmBta&ee^ 
and  foreboding  nothing  bat  ovil 

While  in  this  moody  state,  be  was  sorprised,  on  the  16th  of 
January,  by  the  sudden  appearance  of  M'Keniie,  wayworn  and 
weather-boa t«n  by  a  long  wintry  journey  from  faia  post  on  the 
Sbahaptau,  and  with  a  face  the  very  frontispiece  for  a  volome  of 
tnisfurtunc  M'Keniie  had  been  heartily  disgusted  and  diiap- 
]ioiiited  at  his  post.  It  wna  in  the  midai  of  the  Toohepawa,  a 
powerful  and  warlike  nation,  divided  Into  many  tribes,  under  dif- 
ferent chiefs,  who  possessed  innsmcrable  horaes,  but,  not  having 
turned  their  attention  to  beaver  trapping,  had  no  fun  to  ofibr. 
According  to  M'Kcnaie,  they  were  but  a  "raaoally  tribe;"  turn 
which  wu  may  infer  that  they  wero  prone  to  consult  duir  own  ia* 
terests,  moru  than  comported  with  the  interests  of  «  greedjr 
Indian  trader. 

Ciamo  being  scarce,  he  was  obliged  to  rely,  for  the  moat  part, 
on  horse-flesh  for  subsistence,  and  the  Indians  disoovering  his 
necessities,  adopted  a  policy  usual  in  civiliied  trade,  and  raised 
the  price  of  horses  to  an  exorbitant  rate,  knowing  that  he  and 
his  men  must  cat  or  die.  In  this  way,  the  goods  he  had  Ivonght 
to  trade  for  beaver-skins,  were  likely  to  be  bartered  fbr  horss- 
fleeh,  and  all  the  proceeds  devoured  upon  the  spot 

lie  had  duiputched  trappers  in  varions  directions,  but  the 
country  around  did  not  offer  more  beaver  than  his  own  statioiL 
In  this  cmcrgcacy  lie  began  to  think  of  abandoning  hia  nnprofit- 
able  post,  sending  his  goods  to  the  posts  of  Clarke  and  David 
Stuart,  who  could  make  a  better  use  of  them,  as  they  were  in  a 
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good  beaTM-  eonntrr,  aad  retarming  with  hk  party  to  AalocM,  to 

seek  Bome  better  destuution.  With  thii  vieir  ke  Tepaired  to  th» 
post  of  Mr.  CUrke,  to  hold  a  oonaoltatioa.  While  the  two  put- 
nen  were  in  oonferenea  in  Hr.  Gkrke'a  wigwam,  an  mazpeetad 
naitor  came  boatling  in  npon  then. 

This  was  Mr,  John  Georg»  HTftriih,  a  partaar  «<  tha  Nortk- 
west  Company,  who  had  charge  of  the  rival  trading  poata  eatab- 
li^ed  in  that  neighborhood.  Hr.  M'Taiiih  wm  the  detigfated 
meuenger  of  bad  news.  He  had  beat  to  Laka  WisBip^  whttra 
be  reoeived  an  expreea  from  Caaada,  oo&taining  t^  doelaratioB 
of  war,  and  President  Madison'e  proelaMation,  whioh  he  hawM 
with  the  most  officionB  compUusanoe  to  Measrs.  Clarke  and 
M'Kenzie.  He  moreoTer  told  them  that  he  had  reoeived  a  frttti 
supply  of  goods  from  the  northwest  posts  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Rockj  Mountuns,  and  was  pr^iared  for  ngorons  opposittoa 
to  the  esUbliahment  of  theAmerioan  Company.  He  capped  the 
climax  of  this  obliging,  but  belligerent  intelligenoe,  1^  iaibnung 
them  that  the  armed  ship,  Isaac  Todd,  was  to  be  at  the  month  ot 
the  Columbia  about  the  bc^^iiuuBg  of  March,  to  get  possession  of 
the  trade  of  tbe  river,  and  that  he  was  ordered  to  join  her  than 
at  that  timc- 

The  receipt  of  this  news  determined  M'Kenzia  He  iianM- 
diately  returned  to  the  Sbabaptan,  broke  up  his  estaUiahment, 
deposited  his  goods  in  cmAc,  and  hastened,  with  all  his  people  to 
Astoria. 

The  intelligence  thus  broogbt,  eompleted  the  dbmay  of 
M'Dougal.  and  flceued  to  produce  a  complete  concision  of  mind. 
He  lield  a  council  of  war  with  M'Keniie,  at  which  some  of  the 
clerkx  were  present,  but  of  course  had  no  Totes.  Thej  gave  up 
all  ti'>|H>  of  niaiiitaiuing  their  post  at  Astoria.  The  Beaver  had 
probably  been  lost ,  they  could  receive  no  aid  from  the  United 
Sutes,  as  all  the  pwta  would  be  Uockaded.     From  J 


nottung  could  be  eipeoted  but  bostility.  It  i 
therefore,  to  sbandoa  the  establishment  in  the  oonm  of  tlio  fol- 
lowing apriDg,  and  return  Hcroas  the  Bocky  Monntuns. 
*  In  purau&nco  of  this  resolution,  thej  suspended  all  trade  with 
the  natives,  except  for  provisions,  having  already  more  peltrias 
than  they  could  carry  away,  and  having  need  of  all  the  goods  fi>r 
the  clothing  and  Bubsistence  of  their  people,  during  th«  romuB- 
der  of  their  sojourn,  and  on  their  journey  aoross  th«  monntuns. 
Thia  intention  of  abandoning  Astoria  w*a,  however,  kept  secret 
from  the  men,  lest  they  should  at  onoe  give  up  all  labor,  and  be- 
come restless  and  insubordinate. 

In  the  meantime,  H'Keniie  set  off  for  his  post  at  the  Shahi^ 
tan,  to  get  his  goods  from  the  caches,  and  buy  horses  and  provi- 
sions with  them  for  the  caravan  across  the  mounbUBa.  He  wai 
charged  with  dispatches  from  M'Dougal  to  Hessn.  Stnart  ud 
Clarke,  apprizing  them  of  the  intended  migratioD,  that  timj  Blight 
make  timely  preparations. 

M'Kcnzie  was  accompanied  by  two  of  the  olerka,  Ur.  Jehn 
Reed,  the  Irishman,  and  Mr.  Alfred  Seton,  of  New-York.  Thej 
embarked  in  two  canoes,  manned  by  seventeen  men,  and  eaoended 
the  river  without  any  incident  of  importance,  until  they  arrived 
in  the  OTcntfal  neighborhood  of  the  rapids.  Thej  made  the 
portage  of  the  narrows  and  the. falls  early  in  the  afternoon,  and, 
having  partaken  of  a  scanty  meal,  had  now  a  long  eveung  on 
their  handii. 

On  the  opposite  aide  of  the  river  lay  the  village  of  Wiah-ram, 
of  frcebooting  renown.  Here  lived  the  savages  who  had  robbed 
and  maltreated  Reed,  when  bearing  his  tin  box  of  diipatohee.  It 
was  known  that  the  rifle  of  which  ho  was  despoiled  was  retained 
as  a  trophy  at  the  village.  M'Keniie  offered  to  oroes  the  river, 
and  demand  the  rifle,  if  any  one  would  aooompany  Imn.  It  wh 
a  hair-brained  project,  for  these  villages  were  noted  for  the  nt- 
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flan  chanwur  of  iheir  Ittlittnwnn ;  jw  two  ralnntMn  prompUy 
aUpped  forward ;  Alfred  Seton,  the  elerk,  and  Joe  de  la  Pierre, 
the  cocic.  The  trio  socn  reached  the  opposite  aide  of  the  rinr. 
On  Unding,  the;  freeiily  primed  titetr  riflea  and  [wtoU.  A  path 
winding  for  ahout  a  hnndced  jards  among  rooks  and  eraga,  led 
to  the  village.  No  notice  seemed  to  be  taken  of  tibeir  appioMiL 
Not  a  Bolitarj  being,  man,  woman,  or  ehild,  greeted  lliera.  Tka 
Terj  dogs,  those  noisy  peata  of  an  Indian  town,  kept  rilenoe.  Ob 
ent«ring  the  village,  a  boy  made  hia  appearanee,  and  pcnnted  to  a 
house  of  larger  dimensions  than  the  rest  Thej  had  to  stoop  to 
enter  it ;  as  soon  as  tbej  had  passed  the  threshold,  the  narrow 
passage  behind  them  was  filled  np  by  a  sudden  rush  of  Indiana, 
who  had  before  kept  oat  of  sight 

M'Keniic  and  his  companions  found  themselves  in  a  mde 
chamber  of  aboat  twenty-five  feet  long,  and  twenty  wide.  A 
bright  fire  was  blaiing  at  one  end,  neu- which  sat  the  chief,  about 
fliitj  years  old.  A  large  number  of  Indians,  wrapped  in  bnffdo 
robcB,  were  sqaatted  in  rows,  three  deep,  forming  a  scmieinle 
round  three  sides  of  the  room.  A  single  glance  around  sufficed 
to  show  them  the  grim  and  dangerous  assembly  into  which  they 
had  intruded,  and  that  all  retreat  was  cnt  off  by  the  mass  whidi 
blocked  up  the  entrance. 

The  chief  pointed  to  the  vacant  aide  of  the  room  opposite  to 
the  door,  and  motioned  for  them  to  take  their  seats.  They  com- 
plied A  (load  pause  ensued.  The  grim  warriors  around  sat  like 
statues  :  each  mufBed  in  his  robe,  with  his  fierce  eyes  bent  on  the 
intruders      The  latter  felt  they  were  in  a  perilous  predicament. 

'■  Keep  your  eyes  on  the  chief  while  I  am  addressing  him," 
said  M'Kcnzie  to  his  companions,  "  Should  he  give  any  sign  to 
his  liaiid.  shoot  him,  and  make  for  the  door." 

M'Keuiie  advanced,  and  offered  the  pipe  of  peaoe  to  the 
chief,  but  it  was  refosed.      He  then  made  a  regular  apeeoh. 


explaining  the  object  of  their  visit,  und  propoting  to  giv*  in 
ezohaoge  for  the  rifle  two  bUnketi,  an  ai«,  lome  benda  aad 
tobacco. 

When  he  had  done,  the  chief  rose,  began  to  addresa  him  ia  a 
low  voice,  but  soon  become  loud  and  violent,  and  ended  by  work- 
ing himself  up  into  a  fiirious  passion.  He  upbraided  tbe  white 
men  for  their  sordid  conduct  in  pusing  and  repasiisg  throogfc 
their  neighborhood,  without  giving  them  a  blanket  or  anj  odm 
article  of  goods,  merely  because  they  had  ao  fnia  to  buier  in 
exchange ;  and  he  alluded,  with  menaces  of  vengeance,  to  the 
death  of  the  Indian  killed  by  the  whites  in  the  skinniah  at  tha 
fells. 

Matters  were  verging  to  a  crisis.  It  was  evident  the  war- 
rounding  savages  were  only  waiting  a  signal  from  tha  ohief  to 
spring  upon  their  prey.  M'Keniie  and  his  oompanioni  kad 
gradually  risen  on  their  feet  daring  the  speech,  and  had  bion^ 
their  rifles  to  a  horisontal  position,  the  barrels  resting  in  their 
left  hands ;  the  mutslo  of  M'KenEie'a  piece  waa  within  three  feet 
of  the  speaker's  heart.  They  cocked  their  rifles  ;  the  eliok  of  the 
locks  for  a  moment  suSiiaed  the  dark  cheek  of  the  savage,  and 
there  was  a  pause.  They  coolly,  but  promptly,  advaooed  to  the 
door  ;  the  Indiana  fell  back  in  awe,  and  siiffBred  tliem  to  paia. 
The  sun  was  just  setting,  as  they  emerged  from  thia  dangerooa 
den.  They  took  the  precaution  to  keep  along  tJie  topa  of  the 
rocks  as  much  as  possible  on  their  way  back  to  the  canoe^  and 
reached  their  camp  in  safety,  congratulating  themnlvaa  «»  Otnr 
escape,  and  feeling  no  desire  to  make  a  second  vi^  to  the  grim 
warriors  of  Wish-ram. 

M'Kcnzie  and  bis  party  resumed  their  journey  the  next 
morning.  At  some  distance  above  the  &lla  of  the  Colnmbia, 
they  observed  two  bark  canoes,  filled  with  white  men,  ooming 
down  the  river,  to  the  full  chant  of  a  set  of  C 
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A  parley  eueoed.  li  mma  »  njnwnliniiint  of  ui>rtW«a«iH«,  iii^w 
the  command  of  Mr.  John  Qeo^e  H'Tftrish,  bound,  fnll  of  aong 
and  spirit,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Colnmbm,  to  await  the  arrival  of 
the  IsaM  Todd. 

Mr  M'Keniie  and  M'Taviah  oame  to  a  halt,  and  landing, 
encamped  together  for  tiie  night  The  Toyagenra  of  utber  pai^ 
hailed  each  other  as  brothers,  and  old  "  eomiadea,"  and  tluj 
mingled  together  as  if  united  bj  ou«  common  interest,  instead  at 
belonging  to  rival  oompaniea,  and  trading  under  hostile  flags. 

In  the  morning  they  prooeeded  on  their  difierent  w»js,  in  style 
corresponding  to  their  di&rent  fortune* :  the  one  toiling  pain- 
fully against  the  stream,  the  other  sweeping  down  gayly  with  the 
current 

M'Kensie  arrived  safely  at  his  deserted  post  on  ths  Shahaptao, 
but  found,  to  his  chagrin,  that  his  caches  had  been  discovered 
and  rifled  by  the  Indians.  Here  was  a  dilemma,  for,  on  the 
stolen  goods  he  had  depended  to  purchase  horses  of  the  Indians. 
He  sent  out  men  in  all  directions  to  endeavor  to  discover  dte 
thieves,  and  dispatched  Mr.  Keed  to  the  posts  of  Messrs.  Clarke 
and  David  Stuart,  with  the  letters  of  Hr.  H'DongaL 

The  resolution  announced  in  these  letters,  to  break  up  and 
depart  from  Astoria,  was  condemned  by  both  Clarke  and  Stuart 
Thc!«e  two  geatluiuen  had  been  very  Buccessful  at  their  posts, 
and  considered  it  rash  and  pusillanimous  to  abandon,  on  the  first 
difficulty,  an  enterprise  of  such  great  cost  and  ample  promise. 
They  made  no  arrangements,  therefore,  for  leaving  the  conntry, 
but  acted  with  a  view  to  the  maintenanee  of  their  new  and  pros- 
perous establishments. 

The  regular  time  approached,  when  the  partoers  of  the  inte- 
rior posts  were  to  rendezvoos  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wallah- Wallah, 
on  their  way  to  Astoria,  with  the  peltries  they  had  collected. 
Hr,  Clarke  accordingly  packed  all  bis  fiira  on  twentj-eigkt  horsea, 
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uid,  leaving  a  clerk  and  four  men  to  take  charge  of  the  port, 
departed  on  the  25th  of  May  with  the  residue  of  his  foree. 

On  the  30th,  he  arrived  at  the  confluence  of  the  Pavion  and 
Lewis  Kivers,  where  he  bad  left  hta  barge  and  oanoes,  in  the 
guardiaoBhip  of  the  old  Fierced-nose  chieftain.  That  dignitaiy 
had  acquitted  himself  more  faithfully  of  his  charge  tiian  Hr. 
Clarke  had  expected,  and  the  canoes  were  found  id  rery  toleraUe 
order.  Some  repairs  were  neoessary,  and,  while  thej  wtn 
making,  the  partj  encamped  close  hj  the  village.  Having  had 
repeated  and  vexatious  proofs  of  the  pilfering  propensities  cf 
this  tribe  during  his  former  visit,  Mr.  Clarke  ordered  that  a 
warj  cje  should  bo  kept  upon  them. 

He  was  a  tall,  good-looking  man,  and  somewhat  given  to  pomp 
and  circumstanco,  which  made  bim  an  object  of  note  in  the  ejca 
of  the  wondering  savages.  He  was  statelj,  too,  in  his  appoint- 
ments, and  had  a  silver  goblet  or  drinking  oup,  out  of  which  lie 
would  drink  with  a  magnificent  air,  and  then  look  it  up  in  a  large 
gard^r  tin,  which  accompanied  him  in  his  travels,  and  stood  in 
his  tent.  Tbb  goblet  had  originallj  been  sent  as  a  present  frtmi 
Mr.  Aster  to  Mr.  M'Kay,  the  partner  who  had  nnfbrtanatdy 
been  blown  up  in  the  Tonquin.  As  it  reached  Astoria  after  the 
departure  of  that  gentleman,  it  bad  remained  in  the  poaeeasioB 
of  Mr.  Ckrke, 

A  silver  goblet  was  too  glittering  a  prise  not  to  catoh  the  eye 
of  a  Pierccd-nose.  It  was  like  the  shining  tin  case  of  John  Reed. 
Such  a  wonder  had  never  been  seen  in  the  land  befbr&  The  In- 
diana talked  about  it  to  one  another.  They  marked  the  oere  with 
which  it  was  deposited  in  the  garde  tin,  like  a  relic  in  ita  shrbw, 
and  concluded  tliat  it  must  be  a  "great  medicine."  That  ni^t 
Mr.  Clarke  neglected  to  lock  up  bis  treasure  ;  in  the  morning  the 
sacred  casket  was  open — the  precious  rclio  gone  ! 

ClM-ke  was  now  outrsgeoas.     All  the  past  vezationa  that  he 


AN  EXECUTION.  -411 

had  suffered  frtUD  this  pilfering  cwwnnmty  iom  to  mind,  and  ba 

threatened,  th&t,  anleM  tbo  goblet  waa  promptljr  returned,  he 
would  hang  the  thief  should  he  erentnally  disoover  him.  The 
daj  passed!  away,  however,  without  the  restoration  of  tlie  cup. 
At  night  eentinela  were  secretly  ported  about  the  oamp.  With 
all  their  vigilance,  a  Pierced-nose  contrivwl  to  get  into  the  eamp 
onpertMived,  and  to  load  himself  with. booty ;  it  was  only  on  his 
retreat  that  he  was  disoorered  and  taken. 

At  daybreak  the  culprit  was  brou^t  to  trial,  and  promptly 
convicted.  He  stood  responsible  for  all  the  spoliatiooa  of  iha 
camp,  the  precious  goblet  among  tiie  number,  and  Hr.  Clarke 
passed  senteDce  of  death  upon  him. 

A  gibbet  was  accordingly  conatmcted  of  oars :  the  cbief  of 
the  village  and  his  people  were  assembled,  and  the  culprit  was 
produced,  with  his  legs  and  arms  pinioned.  Clarke  then  made 
a  harangue.  He  reminded  the  tribe  of  the  benefits  he  had  be- 
stowed upon  them  during  his  former  visits,  and  the  many  theAs 
and  other  misdeeds  which  he  had  overlooked.  The  prisoner, 
especially,  had  always  been  peonliarty  well  treated  by  tbe  white 
men,  but  bad  repeatedly  been  guilty  of  pilfering.  He  was  to  be 
punished  for  his  own  misdeeds,  and  as  a  warning  to  his  tribe. 

The  Indiana  now  gathered  round  Mr.  Clarke,  and  interceded 
for  the  culprit.  They  were  wilHug  he  should  be  punished  se- 
verely, but  implored  that  his  life  might  be  spared.  The  compan- 
ions.  too,  of  )lr.  Clarke,  considered  the  sentence  too  severe,  and 
advised  him  to  mitigate  it ;  but  he  was  inexorable.  He  was  not 
naturally  a.  stern  or  cruel  man ;  but  from  his  boyhood  he  had 
lived  in  tbe  Indian  country  among  Indian  traders,  and  held  the 
life  "f  a  savage  citremcly  cheap.  He  was,  moreover,  a  firm  be- 
lieviT  in  tbe  doctrine  uf  intimidation. 

Farnham,  a  clerk,  a  tall  "  Gtwa  Mountain  boy"  from  Ver- 
mont, who  had  been  robbed  of  »  pistol,  aeted  aa  ezaontMner. 
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The  signal  wan  given,  and  the  poor  Pierood'^iOM,  n 
gling,  and  Bcreaming,  in  the  most  frightful  nunner,  «■■  Uonehed 
into  eternity.  The  Indians  stood  round  gating  in  silenoe  and 
mute  awo,  but  made  no  attempt  to  oppose  the  ezecntion,  nor  tes- 
tified any  emotion  when  it  was  OTer.  They  looked  ap  their  fsel- 
inga  within  their  bosoms  until  an  opportunity  ahonld  urive  to 
gratify  them  with  a  bloody  act  of  vengeanoe. 

To  say  nothing  of  the  needless  severity  of  thiji  mat,  ita  i» 
policy  was  glaringly  obvious,  Mr.  M'Lennan  and  three  man  were 
to  return  to  the  poet  with  the  horses,  their  loads  having  beta 
transferred  to  the  canoes.  They  would  have  to  pass  through  a 
tract  of  country  infested  by  this  tribe,  who  were  all  horsemen 
and  hard  riders,  and  might  pursoo  them  to  take  vengeance  fi>r 
the  death  of  their  comrade.  M'Lennan,  however,  was  a  resolute 
fellow,  and  mode  light  of  all  dangers.  H^  and  hia  three  men 
wore  present  at  the  execution,  and  set  off  as  soon  as  life  wa«  ei- 
tinct  in  the  victim ;  but,  to  use  the  words  of  one  of  their  eom- 
rades,  "  they  did  not  let  the  grass  grow  under  the  heels  of  Uteir 
horses,  as  they  clattered  out  of  the  Pieroed-noaed  oonntry,"  aad 
were  glad  to  find  themselves  in  safety  at  the  post. 

Mr.  Clarke  and  hia  party  embarked  about  the  aame  tima  in 
their  canoen,  and  early  on  the  following  day  reached  the  month 
of  the  Wallah-Wallah,  where  they  found  Hours.  Btnaii  and 
M'Kenzie  awaiting  them  ;  the  latter  having  recovered  partof  the 
goods  stolen  from  hia  cache.  Clarke  informed  them  of  the  aignal 
punishment  he  had  inflicted  on  the  Pierced-nose,  evidently  ex- 
pecting to  excite  their  admiration  by  such  a  hardy  aot  of  jnatiet^ 
performed  in  the  very  midst  of  the  Indian  oonntry,hiit  waa  mor- 
tified at  finding  it  strongly  censured  as  inhnman,  nuneoeaaaiT, 
and  likely  to  provoke  hostilities. 

The  parties  thus  united  fotmed  a  squadron  of  twa  beata  and 
six  canoes,  with  which  they  performed  th«r  Toyaga  in  ■ 
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the  riT«r,  uid  arriTed  Kt  Astoria  (w  the  12th  of  Jane,  hrinpi^ 
with  them  a  vaiiuble  stock  of  pdtriei. 

About  ten  days  preriooaly,  the  brigade  whioh  had  been  qnar- 
tered  on  the  banks  of  the  Wollamnt^  had  arrived  with  nomerons 
packs  of  beaver,  the  result  of  a  few  months'  sojonm  on  that 
rirer.  These  were  the  first  fraits  of  the  enterprise,  gatliered  bj 
men  as  jet  mere  strangers  in  the  land ;  bat  they  were  such  as  to 
give  snbstantial  gronnds  for  sangnine  antioipations  of  profit, 
irit«t  the  ooontry  should  be  mora  otmpletelj  explorad,  and  the 
trade  estaUished. 


4M  ASTORIA. 


CHAPTER  LIV. 

The  partners  found  Mr.  M'Dougal  in  all  tho  bustle  of  prepua- 
tion ;  having  about  nine  days  previously  annoanoed  at  the  &o- 
tory,  his  intention  of  breaking  up  the  establisbment,  and  fixed 
upon  the  1st  of  July  for  the  time  of  departure.  Messrs.  Stuart 
and  Clarke  felt  highly  displeased  at  his  taking  so  precipitate  a 
step,  without  waiting  for  their  concurrence,  when  he  mast  have 
known  that  their  arrival  could  not  be  far  distant. 

Indeed,  the  .whole  conduct  of  Mr.  M'Dougal  was  snch  as  to 
awaken  strong  doubts  as  to  his  loyal  devotion  to  the  cause.  His 
old  sympathies  with  the  Northwest  Company  seemed  to  have 
revived.  He  had  received  M'Tavish  and  his  party  with  uncalled- 
for  liospitality,  as  though  they  were  friends  and  allies,  instead  of 
being  a  party  of  observation,  come  to  reconnoitre  the  state  of 
affairs  at  Astoria,  and  to  await  the  arrival  of  a  hostile  ship.  Had 
they  been,  left  to  themselves,  they  would  have  been  starved  off 
for  want  of  provisions,  or  driven  away  by  the  Ghinooks,  who  only 
wanted  a  signal  from  the  factory  to  treat  them  as  intruders  and 
enemies.  M'Dougal,  on  the  contrary,  had  supplied  them  from 
the  stores  of  the  garrison,  and  had  gained  them  the  favor  of  the 
Indians,  by  treating  them  as  friends. 

Having  set  his  mind  fixedly  on  the  project  of  breaking  np 
the  establishment  at  Astoria,  in  the  current  year,  M'Dougal  was 
sorely  disappointed  at  finding  that  Messrs.  Stuart  and  Clarke 
had  omitted  to  comply  with  his  request  to  purchase  horses  and 
provisions  for  the  caravan  across  the  mountains.  It  was  now  too 
late  to  make  the  necessary  preparations  in  time  for  traversing  the 
mountains  before  winter,  and  the  project  had  to  be  postponed. 


TRANBACTUHm  AT  ABTORU.  4ttf 

In  the  meantlnie,  the  non-arriT&l  of  the  utntutl  ahip,  tod  tii» 
apprchensioDB  entertuned  of  the  loss  of  the  Be&ver  Knd  of  Mr. 
Hunt,  had  their  effect  npon  the  minde  of  Messrs.  Stoart  aad 
Clarke.  Thej  began  to  listen  to  the  desponding  representatione 
of  M'Dougal,  eeconded  bj  M'Keniie,  who  inveighed  against  their 
situation  as  desperate  and  forlorn ;  left  to  shift  for  themselres, 
or  perish  upon  a  barbarous  ooast ;  neglected  by  those  who  sent 
them  there,  and  threatened  with  dangers  of  ererj  kind.  In  this 
way  they  nero  brought  to  consent  to  the  pima  of  abandoning  the 
country  tu  the  ensnio^  year. 

About  this  time,  M'Tsvish  applied  at  the  &etory  to  purchase 
a  small  supply  of  goods  wherewith  to  trade  his  way  back  to  hil 
post  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Columbia,  having  waited  in  vain 
for  the  arrival  of  the  Isaac  Todd.  His  request  brought  on  s 
consultation  among  the  partners.  M'Dougal  urged  that  it  should 
bo  complied  with.  He  furthermore  proposed,  that  they  should 
give  up  to  M'Tavish,  for  a  proper  consideration,  the  post  on  the 
Spokan,  and  all  its  dependencies,  as  they  had  not  sufficient  goods 
on  haod  to  supply  that  post  themselves,  and  to  keep  up  a  compe- 
tition with  the  Northwoat  Company  in  the  trade  with  the  neigh- 
boring Indians,  This  last  representation  has  since  been  proved 
incorrect  By  inventories,  it  appears  that  their  stock  in  hand  for 
the  supply  of  tho  interior  posts,  was  superior  to  that  of  the  North- 
west Coiii|>aDy  ;  so  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  oompetltiou. 

Through  the  iiifiuencc  of  Messrs.  M'Dougal  and  M'Kenue, 
this  proposition  was  adopted,  and  was  promptly  accepted  by 
M'Tavish  The  merchandise  sold  to  him,  amounted  to  eight  hun- 
dred and  6fty  eight  dollars,  to  be  paid  for,  in  the  following 
spring,  in  horses,  or  in  any  Other  manner  most  acceptable  to  tbe 
partners  at  that  period. 

This  agreement  being  conclnded,  the  partners  formed  their 
plans  for  the  year  that  tbe;  would  yet  have  to  pass  In  the  ooun- 
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try.  Their  objects  were,  chiefly,  preuot  snbuatenoe,  uid  the 
purchase  of  horses  for  the  contempUtcd  jonmey,  tboogh  tfaej 
were  likewise  to  collect  as  much  peltries  as  their  diminiahed 
means  would  command.  Accordingly,  it  was  airanged,  that 
David  Stuart  should  return  to  his  former  post  on  the  Oaldna- 
gan,  and  Mr.  Clarke  should  make  his  sojourn  among  the  Flat- 
beads.  John  Bced,  the  sturdy  Hibernian,  was  to  undertake  tlie 
.  Snake  River  country,  accompanied  by  Pierre  Dorion  and  Pierre 
Delaunay,  as  hunters,  and  Francis  Landry,  Jean  Baptiate  Tnr- 
cotte,  Andr6  la  Chapelle,  and  GiUcs  le  Clero,  Cauadiau  vojageors. 
Astoria,  however,  was  the  post  about  which  they  Celt  the 
greatest  solicitude,  and  on  which  they  all  more  or  lesa  depended. 
The  maintenance  of  this  in  safety  throughout  the  ooming  year, 
was,  therefore,  their  grand  consideration.  Hr.  M'Doug&l  ma  to 
continue  in  oommand  of  it,  with  a  party  of  forty  men.  Thej 
would  have  to  depend  ohiefly  upon  the  neighboring  aaTages  for 
their  subsistence.  These,  at  present,  were  friendly,  but  it  waa  to 
be  feared  that,  when  they  should  discover  the  exigencies  of  the 
post,  and  its  real  weakness,  they  might  proceed  to  hostilities ;  or, 
at  any  rate,  might  cease  to  furnish  their  usual  eupplies.  It  wm 
important,  therefore,  to  render  the  place  as  independent  u  poaai-. 
ble,  of  the  surrounding  tribes  for  its  support ;  and  it  waa  accord- 
ingly resolved  that  M'Keniie,  with  four  huntere,  and  sight  eom- 
mon  men,  should  winter  in  the  abundant  oonntry  of  WollMnat, 
from  whence  they  might  be  enabled  to  furnish  a  oaiutant  Bi^ly 
of  provisions  to  Astoria. 

As  there  was  too  great  a  proportion  of  clerks  fi>r  the  nnmber 
of  privates  in  tho  service,  the  engagements  of  three  of  them, 
Boss  Cox,  Ross,  and  MXennan,  were  surrendered  to  them,  and 
they  immediately  enrolled  themselves  in  the  servioe  of  the  Narl]i- 
west  Company ;  glad,  no  doubt,  to  escape  from  what  they  eon- 
sidered  a  sinking  ship. 


MANIFESTO  OF  THE  PARTNERS.  4f| 

Having  made  all  these  amngemeate,  the  four  partaere,  on 
the  first  of  Jul;,  signed  a  formal  maDifeBto,  stating  the  alarming 
state  of  their  affairs,  from  the  Don-arrival  of  the  anaoal  sbip,and 
the  absence  and  apprehended  loss  of  the  Beaver,  their  want  of 
goods,  their  desp^r  of  receiving  any  farther  sapply,  thur  igno- 
rance of  the  coast,  and  their  diMppointment  aa  to  the  interior 
trade,  which  they  pronounced  unequal  to  the  ezpensaa  inodrred, 
and  incompetent  to  stand  a^inst  the  powerful  opposition  of  tht 
Northwest  Company.  And  as  by  the  16th  artiole  of  the  eom- 
pany'a  agreement,  they  were  authorised  to  abandon  this  under-^ 
taking,  and  dissolve  the  oonoem,  if  before  the  period  of  five  years 
it  should  be  found  unprofitable,  they  now  formally  announced 
their  intention  to  do  so  on  the  Ist  day  of  June,  of  the  enaoing 
year,  unless  in  the  interim  they  shonld  reoeive  tha  necessary  snp^ 
port  and  supplies  from  Mr.  Astor,  or  the  stookholdera,  with 
orders  to  continue. 

This  instrument,  accompanied  by  private  letters  of  similar 
import,  was  delivered  to  Mr.  M'Tavish,  who  departed  on  the 
5th  of  July.  He  engaged  to  forward  the  dispatches  .to  Mr. 
Astor,  by  ibe  usual  winter  eipreaa  sent  overland  by  the  Nortlf 
west  Company. 

The  manifesto  was  signed  with  great  relnctanee  by  Hessra, 
Clarke  and  D  Stuart,  whose  eiperienee  by  no  means  justified  tl>» 
discouraging  account  given  in  it  of  the  internal  trade,  and  who 
considered  the  main  difficulties  of  exploring  an  nnknowu  and 
savage  couutry,  auil  of  uHcerUining  the  best  trading  and  trapping 
ftrounds,  in  a  great  measure  overcome.  They  were  overmled, 
however,  by  the  urgent  instances  of  M'Dougal  and  M'Kensie, 
who,  having  rcHolvcd  upon  abandonbg  the  enterprise,  were  do- 
siious  of  making  as  strong  a  case  as  possible  to  excuse  their 
oonduct  to  Mr.  Astor  and  to  the  world. 
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CHAPTER  LV. 

While  difficulties  and  disasters  had  been  gathering  aboat  the 
infant  settlement  of  Astoria,  the  mind  of  its  projector  at  New 
.York,  was  a  prey  to  great  anxiety.  The  ship  Lark,  dLspatcbed 
by  him  with  supplies  for  the  establishment,  sailed  on  the  6th  of 
March,  1813.  Within  a  fortnight  afterwards,  he  received  intelli- 
gence which  justified  all  his  apprehensions  of  hostility  on  the 
part  of  the  British.  The  Northwest  Company  had  made  a 
second  memorial  to  that  government,  representing  Astoria  as  an 
American  establishment,  stating  the  vast  scope  of  its  contemplated 
operations,  magnifying  the  strength  of  its  fortifieationa,  and  ex- 
pressing their  fears  that,  unless  crushed  in  the  bud,  it  woold 
effect  the  downfall  of  their  trade. 

Influenced  by  these  representations,  the  British  goyemment 
ordered  the  frigate  Phoebe  to  be  detached  as  a  convoy  for  the 
armed  ship,  Isaac  Todd,  which  was  ready  to  sail  with  men  and 
munitions  for  forming  a  new  establishment.  They  were  to  pro- 
ceed together  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  capture  or  destroy 
whatever  American  fortress  they  should  find  there,  and  plant  the 
British  flag  on  its  ruins. 

Informed  of  these  movements,  Mr.  Astor  lost  no  time  in  ad* 
dressing  a  second  letter  to  the  secretary  of  state,  oommanicating 
this  intelligence,  and  requesting  it  might  be  laid  before  the  pres- 
ident ;  as  no  notice,  however,  had  been  taken  of  hia  previous 
letter,  he  contented  himself  with  this  simple  oommonioation,  and 
made  no  further  application  for  aid. 


FimNG  OBV"ePTHB  ADAHa  «m 

Awakened  now  to  the  danger  Att  menamd  tLe  eetabiishment 
at  Astoria,  and  aware  of  the  importance  of  protecting  this  foot- 
hold of  American  commerce  and  empire  on  the  flhoree  of  the 
Pacific,  the  government  determined  to  send  the  frigate  Adams, 
Captain  Crane,  upon  this  serrioe.  On  hearing  of  this  determi- 
nation, Mr.  Aator  immediately  proeeded  to  fit  ont  a  ship  oalled 
the  Enterprise,  to  sul  in  oompany  with  the  Adams,  freighted  with 
additional  snppliea  and  reinfereemenlB  for  Astoria. 

Abont  the  middle  of  June,  iriiil*  in  the  midst  of  theae  pre- 
parations, Mr.  Astor  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  R.  Stuart,  dated 
8t.  Louis,  Hay  1st,  confirming  the  intelligence  already  reoeived 
through  the  public  newspapers,  of  his  safb  return,  and  of  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  party  at  Astoria,  and  giving  th«  mort 
flattering  accounts  of  the  prosperity  of  the  enterprise. 

So  deep  bad  been  the  anxiety  of  Mr.  Astor,  for  the  sncoess  of 
this  great  object  of  his  ambition,  that  tiiis  gleam  of  good  new* 
was  almost  overpowering.  "  I  felt  ready,"  said  be,  "  to  fidi  uptst 
my  knees  in  a  transport  of  gratitude." 

At  the  same  time  he  heard  that  the  Beaver  had  made  good 
her  voyage  from  New- York  to  the  Colombia.  This  was  additional 
ground  of  hope  for  the  wel&re  of  the  little  colony.  The  poet 
being  thus  relieved  and  strengthened  with  an  American  at  its 
bead,  anil  a  ship  of  war  about  to  sail  for  its  protection,  the  pros- 
pect for  ibe  future  seemed  full  of  encouragement,  and  Mr.  Astor 
proceeded  with  fresh  vigor,  to  fit  ont  bis  merchant  ship. 

Unfortunately  for  Astoria,  this  bright  gleam  of  sunshine  was 
soon  overclouded.  Just  as  the  Adams  had  received  her  comple- 
ment of  men,  and  the  two  vessels  were  ready  for  sea,  news  came 
from  Commodore  Chauncey,  commanding  on  Lake  Ontario,  that 
a  reinforcement  of  seamen  was  wanted  in  that  ijuarter  The  de- 
mand was  urgent,  the  crew  of  the  Adams  was  immediately  trans- 
ferred to  that  service,  and  the  ship  was  laid  np. 
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This  was  a  most  ill-timed  and  discouraging  blow,  bnt  Mr. 
Astor  would  not  yet  allow  himself  to  pause  in  his  undertaking. 
He  determined  to  send  the  Enterprise  to  sea  alone,  and  let  her 
take  the  chance  of  making  her  unprotected  way  across  the  ocean. 
Just  at  this  time,  however,  a  British  force  made  its  appearance  off 
the  Hook ;  and  the  port  of  New- York  was  effeotoallj  blockaded. 
To  send  a  ship  to  sea  under  these  circumstances,  would  be  to 
expose  her  to  almost  certain  capture.  The  Enterprise,  was, 
therefore,  unloaded  and  dismantled,  and  Mr.  Astor  was  obliged 
to  comfort  himself  with  the  hope  that  the  Lark  might  reach 
Astoria  in  safety,  and  that  aided  by  her  supplies,  and  by  the  good 
management  of  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  associates,  the  little  colony 
might  be  able  to  maintain  itself  until  the  return  of  peace. 


AN  AUaURV  OF  BTATB. 


CHAPTER  LVI. 


We  have  hitherto  hftd  bo  mnefa  to  rsUte  of  ft  gjomtiy  and  diM» 
trona  oktnre.  thkt  it  is  wiUi  ft  feeling  of  moBentu]'  relief  ve  torn 
to  somethiDg  of  a  more  pleMing  oomplexion,  and  record  the  firat) 
■nd  indeed  only  nnptiftls  in  high  life  tiai  took  pUoe  in  HtB 
in&nt  Bettlement  of  Astoria. 

M'Dougal,  who  appears  to  hare  been  a  man  of  a  thotuaad 
projects,  and  of  great,  though  somewhat  irregnlar  amhition,  snd- 
denlj  cODCeived  the  idea  of  seeking  the  hand  of  one  of  the  nativg 
princesaes,  a  daughter  of  the  one-eyed  potentate  Comcomly,  who 
held  sway  over  the  Sshiog  tribe  of  the  Chinooka,  and  had  long 
supplied  the  iactory  with  smelta  and  atargeona. 

Some  accounts  give  rather  ft  romantic  origin  to  this  ftfiatr, 
tracing  it  to  the  stormy  night  when  H'Dougal,  in  the  oourse  of 
an  exploring  expedition,  was  driven  by  stress  of  weather  to  eoA 
shelter  in  the  royal  abode  of  Comoomly.  Then  and  there  he  was 
first  struck  with  the  charma  of  this  piscatory  priuceas,  as  she 
exerted  licrsclf  to  entertain  her  father's  guest. 

The  -' journal  of  Astoria,"  however,  which  waa  kept  under  his 
own  eye.  records  thi?  union  as  a  high  state  alliance,  and  great 
Btt-ukc  of  policy.  The  factory  had  to  depend,  in  a  great  measure, 
on  the  Chinooks  for  provisions  They  were  at  present  friendly,  but 
it  wns  to  l)c  feared  they  would  prove  otherwise,  should  they  disoo- 
ver  the  weakness  and  the  exigencies  of  the  post,  and  the  intention 
to  leave  llie  country.  This  alliance,  therefore,  would  infallibly 
rivet  Comcomly  to  the  interest*  of  the  Astoriana,  and  vith  hm 
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the  powerful  tribe  of  the  Obinooks.  Be  thia  u  it  nuj,  and  it  b 
hard  to  fathom  the  real  polic;  of  governors  and  princes,  M'Dos- 
gal  dispatched  two  of  the  clerks  as  ambassadorB  eztraordinaij, 
to  wait  upon  the  one-eyed  chieftain,  and  make  overturea  for  tha 
hand  of  hie  danghter. 

The  Ghinooks,  thongh  not  a  rer?  refined  nation,  hsva  notions 
of  matrimonial  arrangements  that  would  not  diagraee  the  moat 
refined  aticklers  for  eettlementa  aqd  pin  monej.  The  anitur 
repairs  not  to  the  bower  of  his  miatreaa,  but  to  her  bthsi'i 
lodge,  and  throws  down  a  present  at  hia  feet  His  wishea  are 
then  disclosed  by  some  diacreet  friend  employed  by  him  6a  tho 
purpose.  If  the  suitor  and  hia  present  find  &Tar  in  the  eyes  ef 
the  fiither,  he  breaks  the  matter  to  his  daughter,  and  inqnires 
into  the  state  of  her  inclinations.  Should  her  answer  be  bniiabli^ 
the  suit  is  accepted,  and  the  lover  has  to  make  fiirther  preaenti 
to  the  fitther,  of  horses,  canoes,  and  other  Talnablea,  according 
to  the  beanty  and  merits  of  the  bride;  looking  forwud  to  ft 
retnrn  in  kind  ivhenever  they  shall  go  to  hoosekeeping. 

We  have  more  than  once  had  occasion  to  speak  of  the  ahiswd- 
ncBs  of  Gomcomly ;  but  never  was  it  exerted  more  adroitly  tiisa 
on  this  occasion.  He  was  a  great  friend  of  H'Doti^l,  and 
pleased  with  the  idea  of  having  so  distinguished  *  son-in-law; 
but  so  favorable  an  opportunity  of  benefiting  his  own  fiirtans 
was  not  likely  to  occur  a  second  time,  and  be  detennined  to 
make  the  most  of  it.  Accordingly,  the  nq^tiation  was  protracted 
with  true  diplomatic  skill.  Conferonoe  after  conference  waa  keU 
with  the  two  ambassadors :  Comcomly  was  eztravngant  in  his 
terms  ;  rating  the  charms  of  his  daughter  at  tha  highest  prio^ 
and  indeed  she  is  represented  as  having  one  of  tiie  flattest  and 
most  aristocratical  heads  in  the  tribe.  At  length  the  prelimink- 
ries  were  all  happily  adjusted.  On  the  30th  of  July,  «srl;  in  ths 
afternoon,  a  squadron  of  canoes  crossed  over  tnm  the  nllag*  «f 
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the  ChinookB,  beuing  tlie  toyal  Gunily  of  Comoomly,  and  kU  hu 
ooort. 

That  worth;  Buhem  lauded  in  piimeely  Btot«,  amyed  in  a 
Inight  blue  blmnket  Nid  red  breeeb  clout,  with  ut  eztn  quuititj 
of  juint  and  feathers,  attended  b;  k  train  of  half-naked  warrimv 
and  noblea.  A  horse  was  is  waiting  to  receive  the  piinceas, 
who  waa  mounted  behind  one  of  the  clerks,  and  thus  ocniveyed, 
ooj  but  eompliant,  to  the  fbrtreaa.  Here  she  waa  received  wilk 
devfnit,  though  decent  joy,  bj  her  expecting  bridegroom. 

Her  bridal  adommenta,  it  ia  tme,  at  first  caused  some  little 
dinuajr.  haTing  painted  and  anointed  herself  for  the  oeoasioa 
according  to  the  Chinook  toilet ;  bj  dint,  however,  of  copious 
ablutions,  she  was  freed  from  all  adTentitions  tint  and  fragranee^ 
and  entered  into  the  nuptial  state,  the  cleanest  princess  that  had 
ever  been  known,  of  the  somewhat  onotuons  tribe  of  the  Chinooks. 

From  that  time  forward,  Comooml;  was  a  daily  visitor  at  the 
fort,  and  was  admitted  into  the  most  intimate  conncils  of  his  son- 
in-law.  He  took  an  interest  in  every  thing  that  was  going 
forward,  but  was  particularly  frequent  in  his  visits  to  the  bhek.- 
amith's  shop ;  tasking  the  labors  of  the  artificer  in  iron  for  every 
kind  of  weapon  and  implement  suited  to  the  savage  state, 
inaomnch  that  the  necessary  bnaineas  of  the  factory  was  often 
postponed  to  attend  to  his  requisitions. 

The  honev-moon  had  scarce  passed  away,  and  M'Dougal  was 
sealed  with  his  bride  in  the  fortress  of  Astoria,  when,  about  noon 
of  the  '20th  of  Augoat,  Gassacop,  the  son  of  Comcomly,  hurried 
into  bin  presence  with  great  agitation,  and  announced  a  ahip  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  news  produced  a  vast  aensation. 
Was  it  a  ship  of  peace  or  war?  Was  it  Anw^rican  or  British/ 
Was  it  the  Boaver  or  the  Isaac  Todd  (  M'Di»ugaI  hurried  to 
the  water  side,  threw  himself  into  a  boat,  and  ordered  the  bands 
to  pull  with  all  speed  for  the  month  of  the  harbor.    Those  in  the 
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fort  remained  watching  the  entrance  of  the  rivor,  anzioas  to 
know  whether  they  were  to  prepare  for  greeting  a  friend  or 
fighting  an  enemy.  At  length  the  ship  was  descried  crossing 
the  bar,  and  bending  her  course  towards  Astoria.  Every  gaie 
was  fixed  upon  her  in  silent  scrutiny,  until  the  American  flag 
was  recognized.  A  general  shout  was  the  first  ezpressioa  of  joy. 
and  next  a  salutation  was  thundered  from  the  cannon  of  the  fort 

The  vessel  came  to  anchor  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
and  returned  the  salute.  The  boat  of  Mr.  M'Dougal  went  on 
board,  and  was  seen  returning  late  in  the  afternoon.  The  Asto- 
rians  watched  her  with  straining  eyes,  to  discover  who  were  on 
board,  but  the  sun  went  down,  and  the  evening  closed  in,  before 
she  was  sufiieiently  near.  At  length  she  reached  the  land,  and 
Mr.  Hunt  stepped  on  shore.  He  was  hailed  as  one  risen  from 
the  dead,  and  his  return  was  a  signal  for  merriment  almost  equal 
to  that  which  prevailed  at  the  nuptials  of  M'Dougal. 

We  must  now  explain  the  cause  of  this  gentleman's  long 
absence,  which  had  given  rise  to  such  gloomy  and  dispiriting 
surmises. 


VOYAGE   TO   NEW   ARCHANGEL. 


CHAPTER  LVU. 

It  will  be  leoollected,  tint  the  deaUnation  of  the  Beftver,  wheo 
she  Miled  from  AstorU  on  the  4th  of  Angiut  in  1812,  ma  to 
proceed  northward!;  along  the  cout  to  Sheetkk,  or  New  Arch- 
angel, there  to  diepose  of  that  part  of  her  cargo  intended  for 
the  auppl;  of  the  RusHan  establiahment  at  that  place,  and  then 
to  return  to  Astoria,  where  it  was  expected  she  would  uriv«  in 
October. 

New  Archangel  is  aitnated  in  Norfolk  Sound,  lat  57o  2'  N., 
long,  135^  50'  W.  It  was  the  head-quarters  of  the  different  ool- 
oaics  of  the  Russian  Fur  Company,  and  the  oommon  rendeironi 
of  the  American  vessels  trading  along  the  coast 

The  Beaver  met  with  nothing  worthy  of  particular  mention 
iu  her  voyage,  and  arrived  at  New  Archangel  on  the  19th  of 
August.  The  place  at  that  time  was  the  residence  of  Count 
Baranhoff,  the  governor  of  the  different  colonies ;  a  rough,  rugged, 
hospitable,  haril-drinking  old  Russian;  somewhat  of  a  soldier, 
Bouiewliat  of  a  trader ;  above  all,  a  boon  companion  of  the  old 
royHtcring  school,  with  a  strong  cross  of  the  bear. 

Mr.  IIu:it  found  this  hyperborean  veteran  ensconced  in  a  fort 
vhicb  crusted  the  whole  of  a  high  rocky  promontory.  It  mounted 
one  liuitctrcU  guns,  large  and  small,  and  was  impregnable  to  In- 
dian attack,  unaided  by  artillery  Here  the  old  governor  lorded 
it  over  Hinty  Ru.ssians,  who  formed  the  corps  of  the  trading  estab- 
lishment, besides  an  indefinite  number  of  Indian  hunters  of  the 
Kodlak  tribe,  who  were  continually  coming  and  going,  or  loniif 


ing  and  loitering  about  the  fort  like  so  many  faoandi  roand  s 
sportsman's  huuting  (quarters.  Tliough  a  looae  liver  among  hin 
guests,  the  governor  was  a  strict  disciplinarian  among  his  men ; 
keeping  them  in  perfect  subjection,  and  baring  seven  on  guard 
night  and  day. 

Beside  those  immediate  serfs  and  dependents  just  mentioned, 
the  old  Russian  potentate  exerted  a  considerable  sway  over  a 
numerous  and  irregular  claxs  of  maritime  traders,  who  looked  to 
him  for  aid  and  niunitinus,  and  tlirougli  whom  he  may  be  said  to 
have,  in  some  degree,  extended  hia  power  along  the  whole  north- 
west coast.  These  were  Ameriean  captains  of  vessels  engaged 
in  a  particular  department  of  trade.  One  of  these  captains 
would  eunie,  in  a  manner,  empty-handed  to  Nev  Archangel 
Here  his  ship  would  be  furnished  witli  aboat  fifty  canoes  Kui  a 
hundred  Kodiak  hunters,  and  fitted  out  with  provisions,  and 
every  thing  necessary  for  hunting  the  sea-otter  on  the  coast  of 
California,  where  the  Kussiaus  have  another  establishment.  Ths 
ship  would  ply  along  the  Californian  coast  from  place  to  place, 
dropping  jiarties  of  otter  hunters  in  their  canoes,  furnishing  them 
only  with  water,  and  leaving  them  to  depend  upon  their  own  dex- 
terity for  a  maintenance.  When  a  sufiicicnt  cargo  was  collected, 
she  would  gather  up  her  canoes  and  hunters,  and  return  with 
them  to  Archangel ;  where  the  captain  would  render  in  the 
returns  of  his  voyage,  and  receive  one-half  of  the  skins  for 
his  share. 

Over  these  coasting  captains,  as  we  have  hinted,  the  vetenn 
governor  exerted  some  sort  of  sway,  but  it  was  of  a  peealiar  and 
characteristic  kind;  it  was  the  tyranny  of  the  table.  Tfaeyvere 
obliged  to  join  him  in  his  "  prosnic*  "  or  carousals,  and  to  drink 
''  polations  pottle  deep."  His  carousals,  too,  were  not  of  tlie 
most  c[uiet  kind,  nnr  were  bis  potations  as  mild  as  nectar.  "He 
is  continually,"  said  Mr.  Hunt,  "  giving  entertMomenti  by  w«y 
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of  pumde,  and  it  ;oa  do  not  drink  nw  mm,  »nd  boiling  puwb  as 
strong  u  solpbar,  lie  will  insult  jon  as  soon  as  ha  gets  drank, 
which  is  ver;  shortly  after  sitting  down  to  table." 

A«  to  an;  "  temperance  captain  "  who  stood  &at  to  his  fiuth, 
and  refused  to  give  up  his  sobriet;,  be  might  go  elsewhere  for  a 
market,  for  he  stood  no  chance  with  the  governor.  Barely,  how- 
ever, did  any  cold-waler  caitiff  of  the  kind  darken  the  door  of 
old  Baranhoff ;  the  coaating  captuns  knew  too  well  his  hnmor 
and  their  own  interests;  they  joined  in  hie  revels,  they  drank, 
and  sang,  and  whooped,  and  luocnped,  until  they  all  got  "  half 
•eas  over,"  and  then  affairs  went  on  swimmingly. 

Aji  awful  warning  to  all  "  fiinohers  "  occurred  shortly  befbra 
Ur.  Hunt's  arrival.  A  young  naval  officer  had  recently  been 
sent  ont  bj  the  emperor  to  take  command  of  one  of  the  com- 
pany's vessels.  The  governor,  as  usual,  had  hipt  at  his  "  proa- 
nics,"  and  plied  him  with  fiery  potations.  The  young  man  stood 
on  the  defensive  until  the  old  oonut's  ire  was  completely  kindled ; 
he  carried  his  point,  and  made  the  greenhorn  tipsy,  willy  nilly. 
In  proportion  as  they  grew  fuddled  they  grew  noisy,  they  quar- 
relled in  their  caps ;  the  youngster  paid  old  Baranhoff  in  his 
own  coin  by  rating  him  soundly ;  in  reward  for  which,  when  sober, 
be  was  taken  the  rounds  of  foor  pickets,  and  received  serantj- 
nine  bshea,  taled  oat  with  Bussian  punctuality  of  punishment 

Such  was  the  old  gnixled  hear  with  whom  Mr.  Hunt  had  to 
do  Ills  business.  How  be  managed  to  cope  with  his  humor; 
whether  be  pledged  himself  in  raw  mm  and  biasing  punch,  and 
*■  ciioked  the  can  "  with  him  as  they  made  their  bargains,  does  not 
appear  upon  record ;  we  must  infer,  however,  from  bis  general 
obiiervationH  on  the  absolute  sway  of  this  hard-drinking  potenUte, 
tliat  he  had  to  conform  to  the  customs  of  his  court,  and  that 
their  business  transactions  presented  a  maudlin  mixture  of  punch 
and  peltry. 
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The  greatest  annoyance  to  Mr.  Hunt,  however,  ma  the  delay 
to  which  he  was  subjected,  in  disposing  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship, 
and  getting  the  requisite  returns.  With  all  the  governor's  devo- 
tions to  the  bottle,  he  never  obfuscated  his  faculties  sufficiently 
to  lose  sight  of  his  interest,  and  is  represented  by  Mr.  Hunt  as 
keen,  not  to  say  crafty,  at  a  bargain,  as  the  most  arrant  water 
drinker.  A  long  time  was  expended  negotiating  with  him,  and 
by  the  time  the  bargain  was  concluded,  the  month  of  October  had 
arrived.  To  add  to  the  delay  he  was  to  be  paid  for  his  cargo  in 
seal  skins.  Now  it  so  happened  that  there  was  none  of  this  kind 
of  peltry  at  the  fort  of  old  Baranhoff.  It  was  necessary,  there- 
fore, for  3Ir.  Hunt  to  proceed  to  a  seal-catching  establishment 
whicli  tlic  Eu.«>8inn  company  had  at  the  island  of  St  Panl  in  the 
sea  of  Kani.schatka.  He  accordingly  set  sail  on  the  4th  of  Octo- 
ber, after  having  spent  forty-five  days  at  New  Archangel,  boosing 
and  bargaining  with  its  roystering  commander,  and  right  glad 
was  he  to  escape  from  the  clutches  of  this  '*  old  man  of  the  sea." 

The  Beaver  arrived  at  St  Paul's  on  the  Slst  of  October;  by 
wliich  time,  according  to  arrangement,  he  ought  to  have  been  back 
at  Astoria.  The  island  of  St.  Paul's  is  in  latitude  57°  N.,  longi- 
tude 170^  or  171°  W.  Its  shores,  in  certain  places,  and  at  cer- 
tain seasons,  are  covered  with  seals,  while  others  are  playing 
about  in  the  water.  Of  these,  the  Russians  take  only  the  small 
ones,  from  seven  to  ten  months  old,  and  carefully  select  the 
males,  giving  the  females  their  freedom,  that  the  breed  may 
not  be  diminished.  The  islanders,  however,  kill  the  large  ones 
for  provisions,  and  for  skins  wherewith  to  cover  their  canoes. 
They  drive  them  from  the  shore  over  the  rocks,  until  within  a 
short  di.<^tance  of  their  habitations,  where  they  kill  them.  By 
this  means,  they  save  themselves  the  trouble  of  carrying  the  skins, 
and  have  the  flesh  at  hand.  This  is  thrown  in  heaps,  and  when 
the  season  for  skinning  is  over,  they  take  out  the  entraila  and 
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m»k<s  one  lieap  of  the  blnUter.  This,  with  drift-wood,  aerrea  fcr 
fiiel,  for  the  ieland  is  entirely  deatitnte  of  trees.  They  nuke 
kootber  heap  of  the  flealt,  whieh,  with  the  egge  of  searfowla,  pro- 
•erred  in  oil,  m  oeownonsl  bbm-Ijob,  s  few  d«^  ia  wint«r,  tad 
Bome  wild  roots,  oompoee  tiieir  food. 

Mr.  Uont  found  seven  Rnssisns  at  lie  island,  and  one 
hnndred  hunters,  natires  of  Oonalaaka,  with  dieir  &milies. 
They  lived  in  cahins  that  looked  like  osnoes ;  being,  fer  the  moat 
part  formed  of  the  jaw-bone  of  a  whale,  pat  np  as  rafters,  across 
whieh  were  laid  pieces  of  drift-wood  oorered  over  wi^  long 
grase,  the  skins  of  large  sea  annnsls,  and  earth;  so  as  to  be 
quite  comfortable,  in  despite  of  the  rigors  of  the  climate ;  thongh 
we  are  told  they  had  as  ancient  and  fish-like  an  odor,  "u  had 
the  quarters  of  Jonah,  when  he  lodged  within  the  whale." 

In  one  of  these  odoriferons  manBions,  Hr.  Hnnt  occasionally 
took  np  his  abode,  that  he  might  be  at  hand  to  hasten  the  loading 
of  the  ship.  The  operation,  however,  was  somewhat  slow,  for  it 
was  necessary  to  overhanl  and  inspect  every  pack  to  prevent 
imposition,  and  the  peltries  had  then  to  be  conveyed  in  large 
boats,  made  of  skins,  to  the  ship,  which  was  some  little  distance 
from  the  shore,  standing  off  and  on. 

One  night,  while  Mr  Hunt  was  on  shore,  with  some  others 
of  the  f  rew.  there  roue  a  terrible  gale  When  the  day  broke,  the 
ship  Iras  not  to  be  seen.  He  watched  for  her  with  anzions  eyes 
until  night,  but  in  vain.  Day  after  day  of  boisteroos  storms, 
and  howling  wintry  weather,  were  passed  in  watchfhloesti  and 
solicitude  Nothing  was  to  be  seen  hut  a  dark  and  angry  sea, 
and  a  m^onlin^  northern  sky  ;  and  at  night  he  retired  within  the 
ja«!i  of  the  ivhalc.  and  nestled  disconsolately  among  seal  sktns. 

At  length,  nn  thu  13th  of  November,  the  Beaver  made  her 
appearance ;  much  the  worse  for  the  stormy  conflicts,  she  had 
sustained  in  those  hyperborean  seas.     She  had  been  oUiged  to 
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(Mrrf  k  preiB  of  sail  in  heaT;  gales,  to  be  able  to  hold  bar  gn»nd, 
and  Lad  coDseqnentljr  snatajned  great  damage  in  her  canvaa  and 
rigging.  Mr.  Hnnt  lofil  no  time  in  harrying  the  residue  of  the 
cargo  OD  board  of  her ;  then,  Indding  adiea  to  hia  acal-fiahiif 
friends,  and  hia  whalebone  habitaUon,  ha  jmt  forth  <mce  man 

He  was  now  fi}r  making  tho  beat  of  his  way  to  Astoria,  and 
fortunate  would  it  have  been  for  the  intereBts  of  that  place,  and 
the  interests  of  Mr.  Aator,  had  he  done  bo  ;  bat,  oulnckilj,  a 
perplexing  question  rose  in  his  mind.  The  aaila  and  rigging  of 
tlie  Beaver  had  been  much  rent  and  shattered  in  the  late  atormj 
would  she  be  able  to  stand  the  hard  galea  to  be  az|MCted  in 
making  Columbia  River  at  this  seaMo  7  Was  it  prudent,  also,  at 
this  boisteroua  timo  of  the  year  to  risk  the  valoable  cargo  which 
she  now  had  on  board,  by  ctossing  and  reotoising  the  dangeioui 
bar  of  that  rivet  ?  These  doubts  were  probably  anggeated  or 
enforced  by  Captain  8owIe,  who,  it  has  already  been  seen,  was  an 
over-cautious,  or  rather,  a  timid  seaman,  and  they  may  have  had 
Hoiuc  weight  with  Mr.  Hunt ;  but  there  were  other  oonaiderations, 
which  more  strongly  swayed  bis  mind.  The  lateness  at  the 
season,  and  the  unforeseen  delays  the  ship  had  enooontered  at 
New  Archangel,  and  by  being  obliged  to  prooeed  to  St.  Paul's, 
had  put  her  so  much  back  in  her  calculated  time,  that  there  was 
a  riiik  of  her  arriving  so  late  at  Canton,  as  to  come  to  a  bed 
market,  both  for  the  sale  of  her  peltries,  and  the  porohaae  of  a 
return  cargo.  He  considered  it  to  the  interest  of  the  company, 
therefore,  that  he  should  proceed  at  onoe  to  the  Sandwidi 
Islands ;  there  wait  the  arrival  of  the  annual  vessel  from  Mew- 
York,  take  passage  in  her  to  Astoria,  and  suffer  the  Beaver  to 
continue  on  to  Canton. 

On  the  other  hand,  be  was  urged  to  the  other  oourse  by  hii 
engagements  ;  by  the  plan  of  the  voyage  marked  oat-  for  lb* 
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BoKTer,  bj  Mr.  AMtor ;  bj  hia  meliBaticm,  and  tha  poaaibiliqr  that 
tbe  establiehmeDt  might  need  liia  presenoe,  and  b;  the  noolls» 
tion  that  there  most  already  be  a  large  amonnt  of  peltriei  wA- 
leoted  at  Astoria,  and  waiting  for  the  retnm  of  the  Bearer,  to 
oonvej  them  to  market. 

These  conflicting  qncations  perplexed  and  agitated  kia  mind, 
and  gave  rise  to  much  anziona  rcdeotion,  for  he  WM  a  eiMiaeieit- 
tiona  man  that  soenu  ever  to  have  aimed  at  a  foithfnl  diacbarga 
oi  hia  dntiea,  and  to  hare  had  the  intereeta  of  hia  emplojen 
eamestlj  at  heart  Hia  deciaioa  in  the  present  inatuiM  waa  in- 
jadimouB,  and  proTed  unfortunate.  It  waa,  to  bear  away  for  tlw 
Sandwich  IslandB.  He  peraoaded  himaelf  that  it  waa  a  mattur 
of  necesaity,  aod  that  the  diatreaaed  condition  of  the  ahip  left 
him  no  other  alteroative ;  but  we  rather  snapect  he  waa  so  per- 
nuded  by  tbe  representatiotu  of  the  timid  captain.  They 
aocordtngly  stood  for  the  Sandwich  Islands,  arrired  at  Woahoo, 
where  the  ship  noderwent  the  neoesaary  repairs,  and  again  put 
to  sea  on  the  1st  of  January,  1813 ;  leaving  Hr.  Hunt  on  tha 
ialaod. 

We  will  follow  the  Beaver  to  Canton,  as  hn  fortunes,  in  aosM 
measure,  exemplify  the  evil  of  eommandera  of  ships  acting  con- 
trary to  orders ;  and  as  they  form  a  part  of  (he  tiaaue  of  croaa 
purposea  that  marred  the  great  commercial  enterprise  we  have 
UDiler taken  to  record. 

The  Beaver  arrived  safe  at  Canton,  where  Captain  Sowie 
found  tlie  letter  of  Mr.  Astor,  giving  him  ioformatioo  of  the  war, 
and  directing  Lim  to  convey  the  intelligence  to  Astoria.  He 
wrote  a  reply,  dictated  either  by  timidity  or  obstinacy,  in  whieh 
he  deelined  complying  with  the  orders  of  Mr.  Astor,  but  aaid 
be  would  wait  for  the  return  of  peace,  and  then  come  home.  Tbe 
other  proceediugs  of  Captain  Sowle  were  equally  wrong-headed 
and  unlucky.     He  was  offered  one  hundred  and  fifty  thouaaBd 
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dollars  for  the  fur  he  had  taken  on  board  at  St.  PauVs.  The 
goods  for  which  it  had  been  procured,  cost  but  twentj-five  tbon- 
sand  dollars  in  New- York.  Had  he  accepted  this  offer,  and  re- 
invested the  amount  in  nankeens,  which  at  that  time,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  interruption  to  commerce  by  the  war,  were  at 
two-thirds  of  their  usual  price,  the  whole  would  haTe  brought 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  New- York.  It  is  tme,  the 
war  would  have  rendered  it  unsafe  to  attempt  tlie  homeward 
voyage,  but  he  might  have  put  the  goods  in  store  at  Canton, 
until  aft^r  the  peace,  and  have  sailed  without  risk  of  capture  to 
Astoria  ;  bringing  to  the  partners  at  that  place  tidings  of  the 
great  profit.s  realized  on  the  outward  cargo,  and  tho  still  greater 
to  be  expected  from  the  returns.  The  news  of  such  a  brilliant 
commencement  to  their  undertaking  would  have  oounterbalanced 
the  gloomy  tidings  of  the  war  ;  it  would  have  infused  new  spirit 
into  tliem  all,  and  given  them  courage  and  constancy  to  persevere 
in  tlio  enterprise.  Captain  Sowle,  however,  refused  the  offer  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  stood  wavering  and 
chaffering  for  higher  terms.  The  furs  began  to  fall  in  value ; 
this  only  increased  his  irresolution  ;  they  sunk- so  much  that  ht- 
feared  to  sell  at  all ;  he  borrowed  money  on  Mr.  Astor's  account 
at  an  interest  of  eighteen  per  cent.,  and  laid  up  his  ship  to  await 
the  return  of  peace. 

In  tJie  meanwhile,  Mr.  Hunt  soon  saw  reason  to  repent  the 
resolution  ho  had  adopted  in  altering  the  destination  of  the  ship 
His  stay  at  tho  Sandwich  Islands  was  prolonged  far  beyond  all 
expectation.  He  looked  in  vain  for  the  annual  ship  in  the  spring. 
]Month  after  month  passed  by.  and  still  she  did  not  make  her  ap- 
])earancc.  He,  too.  proved  the  danger  of  departing  from  orders. 
Had  lie  returned  from  St.  PauVs  to  Astoria,  all  the  anxiety  and 
despondency  about  his  fate,  and  about  tho  whole  course  of  the 
uTidertaking,  would  have  been  obviated.     Tho  Beaver  would  have 
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neciTed  the  fan  oolleotod  at  the  fitetorj,  ind  tikm  tittaa  to  Oan- 
ton,  ind  great  gains,  inatead  ot  great  k>«8«s,  wontd  hare  been  tke 
result.  The  greateat  blonder,  however,  wm  that  oommitted  by 
Captain  Sovle. 

At  length,  about  the  20th  of  Jute,  the  ship  Albatroaa,  Cap- 
tain Smith,  arrifed  from  China,  and  brought  the  first  tiding  of 
the  war  to  the  Saudwieh  Islanda.  Hr.  Hunt  was  no  kxiger  in 
doubt  and  perplexity  aa  to  the  reaami  of  the  nMi-appearanee  of 
the  annual  ship.  His  first  thoughts  were  for  the  welEu«  of 
Astoria,  and,  concluding  that  the  inhabitanti  would  probably  be 
in  want  of  prorieions,  he  chartered  Hm  Albatross  for  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  land  him,  with  some  snppliee,  at  die  month  of  the 
Columl»a,  where  he  arriTed,  as  we  have  sera,  on  the  20th  of  Au- 
gust, after  a  years'  sea&ring  that  ni^t  have  fttnuabed  a  ^apter 
in  the  wanderings  of  Sindbad. 
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Mr.  Hunt  wm  OTerwbelmed  with  Burprise  wfaen  he  learnt  die 
resolution  taken  by  the  partners  to  abandon  Astoria.  He  soon 
found,  however,  that  matters  had  gone  too  for,  and  the  miods  of 
his  colleagues  had  becnme  too  firmly  bent  upon  the  measure,  to 
render  any  oppoaitioa  of  avail.  He  was  beset,  too,  with  the  satM 
disparaging  accounls  of  the  interior  trade,  and  of  the  whole  con- 
cerns and  prospects  of  the  company  that  had  been  rendered  to 
Mr.  Astor.  His  own  experience  had  been  full  of  perplexities 
and  discouragements.  He  tutd  a  conscientious  anxiety  for  the 
interests  of  Mr.  Astor,  and,  not  comprehending  the  extended 
views  uf  that  gentleman,  and  his  habit  of  operating  with  great 
amounts,  he  had  from  the  first  been  daunted  by  the  enormona 
ex|ien3es  rcijuircd,  and  had  become  disheartened  by  the  subse- 
tjueiit  losses  sustained,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  ruinous  in 
their  magnitude.  By  degrees,  therefore,  he  was  brought  to  acqui- 
esce in  the  step  taken  by  his  colleagues,  as  perhaps  advioable  m 
the  exigencies  of  the  case  ;  his  only  care  was  to  wind  np  the  bosi- 
nesa  with  aa  little  further  loss  as  possible  to  Mr.  Astor. 

A  large  atnck  uf  valuable  furs  was  oolleetcd  at  the  &etory, 
wliieli  it  WHS  necessary  to  get  to  a  market.  There  were  twenty- 
five  Sandwich  Islanders  also  in  the  employ  of  the  company,  whom 
they  were  bound  by  express  agreement  to  restore  to  their  native 
country.     For  ihoso  purposes  a  ship  was  necessary. 

The  Albatros.s  was  bound  to  llie  Marqucaaa,  and  thenoe  to 
the  Sandwich  Islands.  It  was  resolved  that  Mr.  Hnnt  ahould 
sail  in  her  iu  quest  of  a  vessel,  and  should  return,  if  pouible,  by 


the  lat  of  Jannuy,  brin^g  witli  him  k  mpplj  of  pronuMts. 
Should  any  thing  oooar,  however,  to  prevent  hia  return,  va 
•rraogemcDt  waa  to  be  proposed  to  Hr,  H'Taviah,  to  transfer 
mch  of  the  men  u  were  so  diapoeed,  from  the  servoe  of  the 
American  Fur  Company  into  thkt  of  die  Northweat,  the  Iktter 
becoming  responsible  for  the  wages  dne  them,  on  receiving  aa 
equivalent  in  goods  from  the  atorehouM  of  the  tmaUtrj.  '  Aj  & 
means  of  facilitating  the  dispfttob  of  bnuneas,  Hr.  H'Dongal 
proposed,  that  in  case  Ur.  Hunt  ahotUd  not  retom,  the  wb<^ 
arrangement  with  Mr.  M'Tavish  thould  be  left  solely  (o  biia. 
This  wu  assented  to ;  the  oontingenoy  being  oonnd«red  poeaible^ 
bvt  not  probable. 

It  is  proper  to  uot6,  that,  on  the  first  annoonoeineat  by  Hr. 
H'Dongal  of  his  iotention  to  break  sp  the  eatablishment,  thre« 
of  the  clerks,  British  subjeota,  had,  witii  hu  consent,  pw»ed  into 
the  service  of  the  Northweat  Company,  and  departed  with  Hr. 
M'Tavish  for  his  post  in  the  interior. 

Having  arranged  all  these  matters  during  a  sojooru  of  six 
days  at  Astoria,  Mr.  Hunt  set  sail  in  the  Albatross  on  the  26th 
of  August,  and  arrived  without  accident  at  the  Harqnesas.  Qe 
had  not  been  there  long,  when  Porter  arrived  in  the  frigate 
£saex,  bringing  in  a  number  of  stout  London  whalers  u  pritca, 
hsviog  made  a  sweeping  cruise  in  the  Pacific.  From  Commodore 
Porter  lie  received  tho  alarming  intelligence  that  the  British 
frigate  I'lusbv,  with  a  storeahip,  mounted  with  battering  pieces, 
calculated  to  attack  furts,  had  arrived  at  Rio  Janeiro,  where  she 
had  been  joined  by  the  sloops  of  war  Cherub  and  Racoon,  and 
that  tiiey  liad  all  sailed  in  company  on  the  Gth  of  July  for  the 
Pacific.',  bound,  ae  it  was  supposed,  to  Columbia  River. 

ilcrc,  then,  wus  thi:  death-warrant  of  unfortunate  Astoria  r 
The  anxious  mind  of  ^Ir.  Hunt  was  in  greater  perplexity  than 
ever.     He  bad  been  eager  to  extricate  the  property  of  Ur.  Aitor 
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from  a  failing  conoem  with  as  little  loss  as  poseible ;  there  ns 
now  danger  that  the  whole  would  bo  Bwallowcd  op.  How  was  h 
to  be  snatched  from  the  gulf?  It  was  impossible  to  charter  a 
ship  for  the  purpose,  now  that  a  British  s<]uadron  was  on  ita  waj 
to  the  river.  He  applied  to  purchase  one  of  the  whale  ships 
brought  ID  by  Commodore  Porter.  The  commodore  demanded 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  her.  The  price  appeared  ezor 
bitnnt,  and  no  bargain  eontd  be  made.  Mr.  Hunt  then  urged 
the  commodore  to  fit  oat  one  of  his  priacs,  and  send  her  to 
Astflria,  to  bring  off  tlie  property  and  part  of  the  people,  but  he 
deelitied,  "  from  want  of  authority."  He  assured  Mr.  Hunt,  how- 
(!ver.  thut  he  would  endeavor  to  full  in  with  the  eneray,  or,  shonld 
)ic  hear  of  tlicir  having  certainly  gone  to  the  Columbia,  he  would 
cither  follow  or  anticipate  them,  Hhould  hie  circnmstanees  war- 
rant piich  a  step. 

In  this  tantalizing  state  of  snRpcnse,  Mr.  Hunt  was  detained 
at  tlic  Marquesas  until  November  23d,  when  he  proceeded  in  the 
AllKitross  to  the  SandwioU  Islands.  He  still  cherished  a  laint 
h(']>r  that,  notwithstanding  the  war,  and  all  other  diaoouragiog 
circumstances,  tlic  annual  ship  might  have  been  soni  by  Mr. 
Aislor,  and  miglit  liavc  touched  nt  the  islands,  and  proceeded  to 
the  Columbia.  He  knew  the  pride  and  intercat  taken  by  that 
geiitlcinnn  in  his  great  enterprise,  and  that  he  would  not  be 
deferred  by  dangers  and  difficulties  from  prosecuting  it ;  much 
less  ti'inild  he  leave  tlie  infant  establiehmcnt  without  succor  and 
support  in  the  time  of  trouble.  In  this,  we  have  seen,  he  did 
but  justice  to  Mr.  Aslor ;  and  we  must  now  turn  to  notice  the 
cause  of  the  uon-arrival  of  the  vessel  which  he  had  dispatched 
ivitli  roinfiiri'ouients  and  nupplies.  Her  voyage  forms  another 
duplcr  .if  iiiTJdents  iu  this  eventful  story. 

Tin-  Lark  sailed  from  New- York  on  the  6th  of  March,  iei3, 
and  proteeded  prosperously  on  her  voyage,  nntU  vitUn  a  few 
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degT«M  of  the  Sandwioli  IsUods.  H«r«  a  gale  spnutg  up  that 
•oon  blew  with  tremendous  TiolenM.  The  Urk  was  »  stanch  and 
noble  ship,  and  for  a  time  buffeted  bravelj  with  the  storm.  Un* 
Inekily,  however,  she  "  broached  to,"  and  was  Btraok  bj  a  heavy 
sea,  that  hove  her  on  her  beam-ends.  The  helm,  too,  was  Icnooked 
to  leeward,  all  command  ot  the  veaael  was  lost,  and  aaotbar  Bkouft- 
tain  wave  completely  orerset  her.  '  Orders  were  given  to  out 
away  the  masts.  In  the  hurry  and  eonfoaian,  the  boats  also  mn 
■nfortonately  cut  adrift.  The  wreck  then  righted,  bat  was  a 
Miere  hulk,  fiill  of  water,  with  a  heavy  sea  washing  over  it,  and 
all  the  batches  oft  On  mustering  the  crew,  one  man  was  missing, 
who  was  diseovered  below  in  tJie  forecastle,  drowned. 

In  cutting  away  the  masts,  it  had  been  utterly  impossible  to 
obeerve  the  necessary  precaution  of  oommeuoing  with  the  lee  rig- 
ging, that  being,  from  the  poeitiou  of  the  ship,  completely  under 
water.  The  masts  and  flpajrs,  therefore,  being  linked  to  the  wreck 
by  the  Bhrouds  and  rigging,  ronained  alongside  for  four  daya. 
During  all  this  time  the  ship  lay  rolling  in  the  trough  of  the  sea, 
the  heavy  surges  breaking  over  her,  and  the  spars  heaving  aod 
V*"E'"E  to  and  fro,  bruising  the  half-drowned  sailora  tiiat  clnag 
to  the  bowsprit  and  the  stumps  of  the  maata.  The  sufferings  ot 
these  poor  ficllowa  were  iatolerable.  They  stood  to  their  waists 
in  water,  io  immincot  peril  of  being  washed  off  by  every  surge. 
In  this  position  they  dared  not  sleep,  lest  they  should  lot  go  their 
hold  aud  be  swept  away.  The  only  dry  place  on  the  wreck  was 
the  bowsprit.  Here  they  took  turns  to  be  tied  on,  for  half  so 
hour  at  a  time,  and  in  this  way  gained  short  soatches  of  sleep. 

On  the  14th,  the  first  mate  died  at  hia  post,  and  was  swept  off 
by  tiie  surges.  Ud  the  17th,  two  seamen,  faint  and  exhausted, 
wcrt.'  washed  overttoard.  The  next  wave  threw  their  bodies  back 
upon  the  deck,  where  they  remained,  swashing  backward  and  for- 
ward, ghastly  objects  to  the  almost  perishing  rarvivon.     Mr. 


Ogden,  the  anpercargo,  who  wm  at  the  bowai^t,  called  to  dw 
men  nearent  to  the  bodies,  to  fustcn  them  to  the  wreck  ;  u  a  hit 
horrible  resource  in  case  of  being  driven  to  estremity  bj  famine ! 

On  the  1 7th  the  gnle  gradually  aabBided,  and  the  sea  became 
calm.  The  sailors  now  crawled  feeblj  about  the  wreak,  and  be- 
gan to  relieve  it  from  the  main  incumbraneee.  The  spars  veie 
cleared  away,  the  anchors  and  guns  heaved  oTerbcard  j  the  sprit- 
sail  yard  was  rigged  for  a  juryraast,  and  a  miuen  topeaiL  set  npOB 
it.  A  sort  of  stage  was  made  of  a  few  broken  spars,  on  whkh 
the  crew  were  raiaod  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  so  as  to  be 
enabled  to  keep  themselves  dry,  and  to  sleep  comfortably.  Btill 
their  sufferings  from  hunger  and  thirst  were  great ;  bat  there 
was  a  Sandwich  Islander  on  board,  an  expert  swimmer,  who  fboiid 
liis  way  into  the  cabin,  and  occasionally  Imroght  up  a  few  bottles 
of  wine  and  porter,  and  at  length  got  into  the  ran,  and  Mcuied 
a  (]uarter  cask  of  wine.  A  little  raw  pork  was  likewise  proonred, 
and  dealt  out  with  a  sparing  hand.  The  horrors  of  tfaeir  >itn» 
tion  were  increased  by  tlie  sight  of  numerous  sharks  prowlii^ 
about  the  wreck,  as  if  waiting  for  their  prey.  On  tin  24tli,  the 
cook,  a  black  man,  died,  and  was  cast  into  the  sea,  iriwn  Iw  w« 
instantly  seized  on  by  these  ravenous  monsters. 

They  had  been  several  days  making  slow  headway  under 
their  scanty  sail,  when,  on  the  2Sth,  they  came  in  sight  of  luid. 
It  was  about  fifteen  leagues  distant,  and  they  remained  two  or 
three  days  drifting  along  in  sight  of  it  On  the  26th,  they 
descried,  to  their  great  transport,  a  oanoe  approaching,  n 
by  natives.  Tliey  came  alongside,  and  brought  a  n 
supply  of  potatoes.  They  informed  them  that  the  land  th^  had 
made  was  ouc  of  the  Sandwich  Islands.  The  second  mate  and 
one  of  the  seamen  went  on  shore  in  the  canoe  for  wat^  and  jwo- 
visions,  and  to  procure  aid  from  the  islanders,  in  towing  the 
wreck  into  a  harbor 
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Nntber  of  Um  men  letnnwd,  ikm-  mw  uy  .Miriitontm  Mat 
from  shore.  The  next  day,  t«n  or  twelre  oanoea  evat  alongnda, 
but  rouued  round  the  wreck  like  ao  mnnj  ah^Thfj  and  wonU 
render  no  aid  in  towing  her  to  Innd. 

The  tern  eontinoed  to  braak  orer  the  Twel  with  nieh  Tiokaoe^ 
that  it  wna  impoeriUe  to  Btmnd  nt  Um  bdm  witboat  the  ■rMlnliinn 
of  UahingB.  The  crew  were  now  ao  won  down  bj  fawne  toA 
thirvt,  that  the  captain  aaw  it  woold  be  itapoMiUe  fer  tbeaa  to 
withatand  the  breaking  of  the  aea,  whan  the  ahip  •bonld  grannd ; 
he  deemed  the  onlj  ehauoe  for  their  Urea,  tberofore,  waa  to  get 
to  land  in  the  canoes,  and  atand  ready  to  raeeiTe  and  proteet  the 
wreck  when  ahe  ihootd  drift  to  ahore.  Accordingly,  they  all  got 
nfe  to  land,  but  had  ecaroely  tonebed  Ac  beneh  when  tbej  were 
■nrroanded  by  the  nativea,  who  atripped  then  almoet  naked. 
Tbe  name  of  Ihia  inhoepitaUe  iaknd  waa  Taboorowa. 

In  tbe  oonrae  of  the  night,  Ute  wreck  came  drifting  to  the 
atnnd,  with  the  anrf  thnndering  aronnd  her,  and  shortly  atW- 
wardfl  bilged.  On  the  following  morning,  nnmerona  caAa  of 
provisions  floated  on  shorn.  The  natirea  atared  them  fw  tbo 
•ake  of  tbe  iron  hoope,  bat  would  not  allow  the  erew  to  hdp 
themseWes  to  the  contenta,  or  to  go  on  board  of  the  wredL 

As  the  crew  were  in  want  of  every  thing,  and  aa  it  mi^t  be 
a  long  time  before  any  opportnnity  occurred  for  them  to  get 
away  from  these  islands,  Mr  Ogden,  aa  soon  aa  he  could  get  a 
chance,  made  his  way  to  tbe  island  of  Owyhee,  and  endearored 
to  make  some  arrangement  with  the  king  few  the  relief  of  hia 
oompanioDS  in  misfortune. 

The  illuBtrioDE  Tamaahmaab,  aa  we  have  shown  on  a  former 
occasion,  iras  a  shrewd  barguner,  and  in  the  present  instance 
proved  himself  an  experienced  wrecker.  His  negotiations  with 
M'Dougal,  and  the  other  "Eris  of  the  great  American  Fur 
Company,"  had  bat  lilUe  e&et  on  preaant  tnrauBtuoaa,  aad  ha 


proceeded  to  avail  himself  of  their  misfortanes.  He  agreed  to 
furoisli  the  crew  witL  provisions  duriug  tlioir  atay  in  liis  territo- 
ries, and  to  return  to  thum  all  tbcir  clotliiog  that  could  be  found, 
but  he  t>tiputat«d  tliut  the  wrcek  should  be  abauduned  to  biiu  as 
a  naif  cast  by  fortune  on  his  shores.  With  these  mnditioiu  Mr. 
Ogden  was  fain  to  comply.  Upon  this  the  great  Tamaahmuk 
deputed  hia  favorite,  John  Young,  the  tarpawliu  governor  of 
Owyhee,  to  proceed  with  a  number  of  the  royal  guards,  and  tab 
possession  of  the  wreck  ou  behalf  of  the  orown.  Tbia  was  done 
accordingly,  and  the  property  and  crew  were  removed  to  Owyhee. 
The  royal  bounty  appears  to  have  been  but  scanty  in  its  dispen- 
sations. The  crew  fared  but  mcagcrly ;  though,  on  reading  the 
journal  of  the  voyage,  it  is  niugular  to  find  them,  after  all  the 
hardships  they  had  suffered,  so  sensitive  about  petty  inconve- 
uicuues,  as  to  exclaim  against  the  king  as  a  "savage  monjiter," 
for  refusing  them  a  '*  pot  to  cook  in,"  and  denying  Mr.  Ogden  the 
use  of  a  knife  and  fork  which  had  been  saved  from  the  wreck. 

Sueh  was  the  unfortunate  catastrophe  of  the  Lark ;  had  she 
reached  her  destination  in  safety,  affairs  at  Astoria  might  have 
tnkeu  a  different  course.  A  strange  fatality  seems  to  have  at- 
tended all  the  expeditious  by  sea,  nor  were  those  by  land  mocji 
less  disastrous. 

Captain  Northrop  was  still  at  the  Sandwich  lalaodB,  on  De- 
ccmbi'r  'iOth,  when  Mr.  Huut  arrived.  The  latter  immediately 
purchased,  for  ton  thousand  dollars,  a  brig  called  the  Pedler,  and 
put  Captain  Northrop  in  command  of  her.  They  set  sail  for 
Astoria  on  the  '22d  January,  intending  to  remove  the  property  from 
thence  as  speedily  as  possible  to  the  Russian  Bottlements  on  the 
northwest  coaijt,  to  prevent  it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
British.    Sueh  were  the  orders  of  Mr.  Astor,  sent  out  by  the  Lark. 

We  will  now  leave  Mr.  Huut  on  his  voyage,  and  retam  to  see 
what  has  taken  place  at  Astoria  during  his  abeoioe. 


MUIAMUm  OP  MOBTBWBnaUL 


CHAPTBRLH. 

Ok  llifl  2d  of  Ofltober,  about  Ire  iroeka  after  Mr.  Hnnt  had  niled 
in  tiie  AlbatroM  from  Aahnia,  Hr.  IPEouie  Mt  off  with  two 
eanoea,  and  twelve  men,  for  the  po«ta  of  HeMra.  Stnart  and  Clai^ 
to  Appriie  them  of  the  new  amngeawnla  detenmned  upon  in 
the  recent  conferenoe  of  th«  paitnen  at  the  ftotory. 

He  had  not  ascended  the  rirer  a  hundred  miles,  when  he  met 
ft  sqaadron  of  ten  canoes,  sweeping  merrily  down  ooder  British 
oolors,  the  Canadian  oarsmen,  as  nsnal,  in  foil  song. 

It  was  an  armament  fitted  ont  hj  H'TsTish,  who  had  with 
him  Hr.  J.  Stnart,  another  paitaer  of  the  Northwest  Companj, 
together  with  some  clerks,  and  sixty-eight  men — aeTenty-five  soob 
in  aU.  Thej  had  heard  of  the  frigate  Phoebe  and  the  Isaac  Todd 
being  on  the  high  seas,  and  were  on  their  way  down  to  awut  their 
arriTal.  In  one  of  the  canoes  Hr.  Clarke  came  passenger,  the 
fttamiiDg  intelligence  having  braoght  him  down  from  his  post  oB 
the  Spokan.  Hr.  H'Kencie  inunedistely  determined  to  retofB 
with  him  to  Astoria,  and,  veering  abont,  the  two  parties  encamped 
together  for  the  night.  The  leaders,  of  course,  obeerred  a  due 
doconun  :  but  Bonle  of  tite  snbaltems  coald  not  restrain  their 
cbnckling  exaltation,  boasting  that  they  would  soon  plant  the 
British  standard  on  the  walls  of  Astoria,  and  drive  the  Ameri- 
cans ont  of  the  conntry. 

In  the  conrsc  of  the  evening,  Mr.  M'Eensie  had  a  secret  con- 
ference with  Mr  Clarke,  in  whicb  they  agreed  to  set  off  privately, 
before  daylight,  and  get  down  in  time  to  apprise  U'Dongal  of  the 
^^TOw;h  of  these  NorthweaterB.  The  latter,  bowvrer,  ware  oon- 
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plctely  on  the  alert ;  just  aa  SrKunEic'x  canoes  were  about  to  popfc 
off,  they  wore  joincil  bj'  a  eoujile  from  tlie  northwest  sijiudroD. 
in  whicli  was  it'Tuvish,  with  two  clerku,  and  eleven  men.  Witt 
tlicHC,  he  iutcuUeil  to  push  forward  and  miJce  arrangemeDU. 
leaving  tlie  r(!st  of  the  convoy,  in  which  was  a  large  qoantitj-  of 
furs,  to  uwait  his  orders. 

The  two  parties  arrived  at  Astoria  on  the  7th  of  October 
The  Northwesters  cncompod  under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  and  dis- 
played the  British  colors.  The  young  men  in  the  fort,  natives  of 
the  United  States,  were  on  the  point  of  hoisting  tho  American 
Sag.  but  were  forhiddcii  by  Mr.  M'Dougal.  Thej  were  astonished 
at  such  .1  prohibition,  and  were  exceedingly  galled  by  the  tone  and 
inanuiT  nssunied  by  tUo  clerks  and  retainers  of  the  Northwest 
Company,  wlio  ruffled  about  in  that  swelling  and  braggart  style 
which  grows  up  among  these  heroes  of  the  wilderness;  they,  in 
fact,  considered  themselves  lords  of  the  ascendant,  and  r^arded 
the  hiimpered  and  harassed  Asturians  as  a  conquered  people. 

Ou  the  following  day  M'Dougal  convened  the  clerks,  and  read 
to  tljcm  nn  extract  of  a  letter  from  his  uncle,  Mr.  Angus  Shaw, 
one  of  the  principal  partners  of  the  Northwest  Company,  an- 
nouncing tlic  coming  of  the  Phoebe  and  Isaac  Todd,  "  to  take 
and  destroy  every  thing  American  on  the  northwest  coast." 

This  intelligence  was  received  witliout  dismay  by  suck  of  the 
clcrkH  as  were  natives  of  the  United  States.  They  had  felt  in- 
dignant at  seeing  their  national  flag  struck  by  a  Canadian  com- 
mander, and  the  Sritish  flag  flowed,  as  it  were,  in  their  faces 
Tlicy  had  been  stung  to  the  r|uick,  also,  by  the  Taouting  ain  as- 
fumed  by  ihc  Northwesters.  In  this  mood  of  mind,  they  wonU 
willingly  linve  nailed  tlioir  colors  to  the  staff,  and  defied  the  frigate. 
She  could  not  come  within  muiiy  miles  of  the  fort,  they  obaerved. 
and  any  boats  she  might  send  could  be  destroyed  by  their  «<«"""« 

There  were  cooler  and  more  calculating  spirita,  howarer,  wh> 
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BABOAIN  WITH  THE  NORTHWE8TBS8.  «B 

Ittd  the  oontrol  of  sffura,  tad  Mt  Bothmg  of  tlte  pstriotie  pride 
«ad  indignation  of  these  youths.  Th«  extntct  of  the  letter  h*d, 
appkreotlj,  been  read  bj  STDongsl,  merely  to  pnpan  the  wsj 
tat  tt  preooDoerted  atroke  of  management.  On  the  muim  day 
Mr.  H'Tariali  proposed  to  parehsse  the  whole  stock  of  goods  and 
fdra  belonging  to  the  company,  both  at  Astoria  and  in  the  inta- 
rior,  at  cost  and  charges.  Hr  M'Dongal  undertook  to  comply; 
Mmning  the  whole  management  of  the  negotiation  in  Tirtne  of 
At  power  vested  in  him,  in  case  of  the  nonHtrriral  of  Hr.  Hnnt. 
That  power,  however,  was  limited  and  speeific,  and  did  not  axtand 
1»  an  operation  of  this  natnro  and  extent ;  no  objection,  bowerer, 
^ns  made  to  bis  assumption,  and  be  and  H'Taridi  soon  made  a 
preliminary  arrangement,  perfectly  satis&ctorj  to  the  latter. 

Mr.  Stuart,  and  the  reeerre  party  of  Northwesters,  arrived 
shortly  afterwards,  and  encamped  with  M'Tarish.  The  former 
exclaimed  loudly  sgtunst  the  terms  of  the  arrangement,  and  in- 
sisted n{)0B  a  rednction  of  the  prices.  New  n^otiations  had 
BOW  to  be  entered  into.  The  demands  of  the  Northwesters  were 
nade  in  a  peremptory  tone,  and  they  seemed  disposed  to  dictate 
like  oonqoerors.  The  Amerieans  looked  on  with  indignation  and 
impatience.  They  considered  M'Dongal  as  acting,  if  not  a  perft- 
diouB,  certainly  a  craven  part.  He  was  continoslly  repuring  to 
the  camp  to  negotiate,  instead  of  keeping  within  his  walls  and 
receiving  overtarea  in  bis  fortress.  His  case,  they  observed,  was 
not  BO  desperate  as  to  exense  such  croncbing.  He  might,  in  &ct, 
hold  out  for  his  own  terms.  The  northwest  party  had  lost  their 
ammunition ;  they  had  no  goods  to  trade  with  the  natives  for 
provisions  ;  and  they  were  so  destitute  that  H'Dougal  had  abso- 
lutely to  feed  them,  while  he  negotiated  with  them.  He,  on  the 
contrary,  was  well  lodged  and  victualled ;  bad  sixty  men,  with 
nuns,  ammonitioQ,  boats,  and  every  thing  requisite  either  for  de- 
fenee  or  retreat.     The  par^,  beneath  the  gnns  of  his  fart,  wen 


at  hill  tDsrcy ;  oliould  an  enemy  appear  io  the  offing,  he  «oald 
pack  up  the  uiOHt  valuable  part  of  the  property  and  retire  to  some 
place  of  coucealnieat,  or  uiakc  off  for  the  interior. 

These  con  side  rationa,  however,  hnd  no  weight  with  Mr 
M'Dougal,  or  were  overruled  hj  other  motives.  The  terms  of 
Bale  were  lowered  by  him  to  the  standard  fixed  by  Mr.  Stuan, 
and  an  agreement  exceutod  on  the  ICth  of  October,  by  whieb 
the  furs  and  merchandise  of  all  kinds  in  the  country,  belooging 
to  Mr.  Aator,  parsed  intfl  the  possession  of  the  Northveit 
Company  at  about  a  third  of  their  real  Talue.*  A  safe  pasaap; 
through  the  northwest  posts  was  guaranteed  to  anch  as  did  net 
choose  to  enter  into  the  ser^'icc  of  that  company,  and  the  amount 
of  wages  due  to  them  was  to  be  deducted  from  the  price  paid  for 
Astoria. 

•  Not  qnice  $40,000  were  allowed  fur  fun  wotth  npwarJa  of  t^OOfm. 
leaver  wus  valuid  nl  (wo  dallara  prr  ricin,  though  worth  live  doUara.  tjoii 
□(tcr  nl  firty  ccnis,  though  worth  five  JoIIbib.  Sn  Mier  at  twelve  daOin. 
worth  from  forty -fire  lo  eixty  dollars;  and  forsrreral  kinds  offura  nMliin{irai 
nllowrd.  Moreover,  the  goods  and  merchindiae  for  the  Indian  tnde  on^ 
to  have  brought  ihrw  times  ihe  amount  for  which  they  were  sold. 

The  following  esliiaale  bus  been  msde  of  the  article*  on  haod,  aod  t^  pticti: 
17,705  lbs.  beaver  parchinenl,    valued  at     $3,00    worth        $5,00 
4GS  old  coat  beaver,       .        .        -      "        1,66        "  3^ 

907  land  otter,  .        .  "      "  ,50        "  5,00 

68  Ka  otter,  .        '■      "      12,00        "  « to  01,00 

30  ■<      ■■  ...  "      "        ifiO        -  SSjOO 

Nothing  was  allowed  ibr 

179  mink  akiiu,        worth  each /lO 

Sa  racoon.  "       " ^ 

28  \yax,  ....  <|^ 

lef",  "        " IfiO 

lOtl  "  '■        ■' 1^ 

71  black  bear,  <>        •• ^fi|^ 

16  grinly  bear,  «        -•  10^ 
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:  anJ  lur.iivLS  cf  Mr   M'D..m-..1 

""^"'^ 

L'iOUt    Ul« 

^tole  of  this  proceeding,  hkve  been  atrongly  qneationed  bj  Um  ' 
other  {wrtn^n.  He  hu  been  Kcnaed  of  sTKiling  hinuelf  of  » 
VTong  eonatruction  of  powers  rested  in  him  at  hiji  own  reqnest, 
aod  of  sftorificing  the  interesta  of  Hr.  Astor  to  tbe  Northwest 
Conpaaj,  nsder  the  promise  or  hope  of  ftdvanUge  to  himael£ 

He  alwajB  insisted,  howerer,  thst  he  nude  the  beat  bargain 
iar  Hr.  Astor  that  tarcnmslaiioea  wonld  permit ;  the  frigata 
beii^  hoorlj  expected,  in  which  oaae  the  whtde  propertj  of  that 
gantlwaan  would  be  liable  to  capture.  That  the  rotom  of  Hr. 
Hnnt  was  problematical ;  the  frigate  intending  to  cmiae  al<Mig 
the  eoast  for  two  years,  and  clear  it  of  all  American  reaaela.  He 
aoreorer  averred,  and  H'Tanah  oorroborated  hia  aTerment  lij 
certificate,  that  he  proposed  an  arrangement  to  that  gentleman, 
l>j  which  the  fnra  were  to  be  sent  to  Canton,  and  sold  there 
at  Mr.  Astor's  risk,  and  for  hia  account ;  bat  the  propoaition 
was  not  acceded  to. 

Notwithstanding  all  his  representations,  aereral  of  the  per- 
■ons  picaent  at  the  traaaaotion,  and  acquainted  with  die  wkolo 
course  of  the  sflUr,  and  among  th»  number  Hr.  VKeuie  hni- 
ael^  hia  occasional  coadjutor,  ramained  firm  in  the  bdief  that  be 
had  acted  ■  hollow  part.  Neither  did  he  anooeed  in  eicnlpatii^ 
himself  to  Mr.  Astor ;  that  gentleman  declaring,  in  a  letter  writ- 
ten some  time  afterwards,  to  Mr.  Hunt,  that  he  considered  the 
property  Tirtuallj  given  away.  **  Had  our  place  and  our  prop- 
erty.'' he  adda,  '-  been  fairly  captured,  I  should  hare  preferred  iL  ' 
I  should  not  feel  as  if  I  were  disgraced." 

All  these  may  be  unmerited  suspicions ;  but  it  certainly  is  a 
circumstsDcc  strongly  corroboratire  of  them,  that  Mr.  H'Doogst, 
shortly  af\er  concluding  this  agreement,  became  a  member  of  the 
Northwest  Company,  and  reoeiTed  a  share  produotive  of  a  hand- 
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CHAPTER  LX. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  Noyember,  a  sail  was  desoried 
doubling  Cape  Disappointment.  It  came  to  anchor  in  Baker's 
Bay,  and  proved  to  be  a  ship  of  war..  Of  what  nation  ?  was  now 
the  anxious  inquiry.  If  English,  why  did  it  come  alone  ?  where 
was  the  merchant  vessel  that  was  to  have  accompanied  it  f  If 
American,  wliat  was  to  become  of  the  newly  acquired  possession 
of  the  Northwest  Company. 

In  this  dilemma,  M'Tavish,  in  all  haste,  loaded  two  bai^ges 
with  all  the  packages  of  furs  bearing  the  mark  of  the  Northwest 
Company,  and  made  off  for  Tongue  Point,  three  miles  up  the 
river.  There  he  was  to  await  a  preconcerted  signal  from  M'Doogal, 
on  ascertaining  the  character  of  the  ship.  If  it  should  prove 
American,  M'Tavish  would  have  a  fair  start,  and  oould  bear  off 
his  rich  cargo  to  the  interior.  It  is  singular  that  this  prompt 
mode  of  conveying  valuable,  but  easily  transportable  effects  be- 
yond the  reach  of  a  hostile  ship  should  not  have  suggested  its^ 
while  the  property  belonged  to  Mr.  Astor. 

In  the  meantime,  M'Dougal,  who  still  remained  nominal  chief 
at  the  fort,  launched  a  canoe,  manned  by  men  recently  in  the 
employ  of  the  American  Fur  Company,  and  steered  for  the  ship. 
On  the  way,  he  instructed  his  men  to  pass  themsclyes  for  Amer- 
icans or  Englishmen,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 

The  vessel  proved  to  be  the  British  sloop-of-war  RaoooD, 
of  twenty-six  guns,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Black.     According  to  the  aooount  of  that 


THE  RACOON  SLOOP  OF  WAK. 


officer,  the  frig&te  Phoebe,  and  the  two  sloops-of-wu  Ch«nib 
ftnd  Rmood,  had  sailed  in  convo;  of  the  luac  Todd  from  Bio 
Janeiro.  Oa  boud  of  the  Phoebe,  Hr.  John  U'Donald,  a 
partner  of  the  Northwest  Compuij,  embarked  u  pasMnger,  to 
profit  hy  the  anticipated  catastrophe  at  Gloria.  The  conroj 
waa  separated  b;  streas  of  weather  off  Cape  Horn.  The  three 
ahipe  of  war  came  together  again  at  the  bland  of  Joan  Femaif 
del,  their  appointed  rendeiTona,  but  waited  in  Tain  for  the  Isaas 
lodd. 

In  the  meantime,  intelligence  waa  received  of  the  mischiaf 
that  Commodore  Porter  was  doing  among  the  British  whale  Bhtpa. 
Commodore  Hilljer  immediately  set  sail  in  quest  of  ttim,  with 
the  Phoebe  and  4te  Cherub,  transferring  Hr.  M'Dooald  to  th* 
Bacoon,  and  ordering  that  vessel  to  proceed  to  the  Colombia. 

The  officers  of  the  Racoon  were  in  high  spirits.  The  agents 
of  the  Northwest  Company,  in  instigating  the  expedition,. had 
talked  of  immense  bootj  to  be  made  by  the  fortunate  C)q)ton  of 
Astoria.  Mr.  M'Donald  had  kept  ap  the  excitement  during  the 
voyage,  so  that  not  a  midshipman  but  revelled  in  dreams  d 
smple  priie-money,  nor  a  lieutenant  that  would  have  sold  hit 
chance  for  a  thousand  pounds.  Their  disappointment,  therefore^ 
may  easily  be  conceived,  when  they  learned  that  tbdr  warUkft 
attack  upon  Astoria  had  been  forestalled  by  a  mng  oommercial 
arrangemcDt :  tliat  tbeir  anticipated  booty  had  become  British 
property  in  the  regular  course  of  traffic,  and  that  all  this  had 
been  effwted  l)y  tlic  very  company  which  had  been  instnunental 
in  getting  thcu  sent  on  what  they  now  stigmatized  as  a  fool's 
errauil.  They  felt  b£  if  thej-  had  been  duped  and  made  tools  o^ 
by  a  :et  of  shrewd  men  of  traffic,  who  had  employed  them  to 
crack  the  nut,  while  they  carried  off  the  kernel  In  a  word, 
H'IKiugal  found  himself  so  ungraciously  received  by  his  conntrj- 
tnen  on  board  of  the  ship,  that  he  was  glad  to  cut  short  his  riat, 
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and  return  to  shore.  Ho  was  busy  at  the  fort,  makiiig  prepara- 
tions for  the  reception  of  the  captain  of  the  Racoon,  when  hif 
one-eyed  Indian  father-in-law  made  his  appearance,  with  a  train 
of  Chinook  warriors,  all  painted  and  equipped  in  warlike  style 

Old  Comcomly  had  beheld,  with  dismay,  the  arrival  of  a  ^  big 
war  canoe"  displaying  the  British  flag.  The  shrewd  old  saYage 
had  become  something  of  a  politician  in  the  coarse  of  his  daUy 
visits  at  the  fort.  He  knew  of  the  war  existing  between  the 
nations,  but  knew  nothing  of  the  arrangement  between  H'Dongal 
and  M'Tavish.  He  trembled,  therefore,  for  the  power  of  his 
white  son-in-law,  and  the  new-fledged  grandeur  of  hia  daughter, 
and  assembled  his  warriors  in  all  haste.  "'  King  G^rge,"  said 
he,  '^  has  sent  his  great  canoe  to  destroy  the  fort,  and  make  slaves 
of  all  the  inhabitants.  Shall  we  suffer  it  ?  The  Amerioana  are 
the  first  white  men  that  have  fixed  themselves  in  the  land.  Thej 
have  treated  us  like  brothers.  Their  great  chief  has  taken  my 
daughter  to  be  his  squaw :  we  are,  therefore,  as  one  people.** 

His  warriors  all  determined  to  stand  by  the  Americana  to  the 
last,  and  to  this  effect  they  came  painted  and  armed  for  battle. 
Comcomly  made  a  spirited  war  speech  to  his  son-in-law.  He 
offered  to  kill  every  one  of  King  George's  men  that  should 
attempt  to  land.  It  was  an  easy  matter.  The  ship  oonld  not 
approach  within  six  miles  of  the  fort  ]  the  crew  could  only  land 
in  boats.  The  woods  reached  to  the  water's  edge ;  in  theae,  he 
and  his  warriors  would  conceal  themselves,  and  shoot  down  the 
enemy  as  fust  as  they  put  foot  on  shore. 

M'Dougal  was,  doubtless,  properly  sensible  of  thia  parental 
devotion  on  the  part  of  his  savage  father-in-law,  and  perhapa  a 
little  rebuked  by  the  game  spirit,  so  opposite  to  hia  own.  He 
assured  Comcomly,  however,  that  his  solicitude  for  the  aafety  of 
himself  and  the  princess  was  superfluous ;  as,  though  the  ahip 
belonged  to  King  George,  her  crew  would  not  injure  the  Amori- 
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«HU,  or  their  ladiaa  allies.    H*  ftdnsed  him  and  hia  wtrriaw, 

tkerefen,  to  lay  aaid*  thdr  mMfosa  and  war  shirta,  waah  off  the 
faint  from  their  &eM  and  bodiae,  and  appear  like  elean  and  oiril 
aangee,  to  reeein  the  Btrangera  oovrteoaalj. 

Gooioomlj  waa  aorely  psialad  at  this  adnoe,  vltidi  aoowded 
M  little  with  hia  Tnilim  notiona  td  reeaving  a  hoatilo  natioB; 
and  it  waa  only  after  repeated  and  poaitiTe  aaaiuaneea  of  the 
— ;— ki^  intentiona  of  the  strangen  that  he  waa  indnoed  to  \xmvt 
hia  fighting  toao.  He  md  Bomething  to  hia  warriora  expIanatoi7 
«f  thia  ■jpg"!"''  postnre  of  a&irs,  and  in  vindication,  perh^M,  of 
the  paeific  temper  of  hia  aon^n-law.  They  all  gare  a  ahrgg  and 
aa  Indian  gritnt  ef  aoqnieaoenoa,  and  wait  off  aolkily  to  thor 
Tillage,  to  laj  aside  their  weapons  for  the  present. 

The  proper  arruigranenta  being  made  for  the  reception  at 
fiaptain  Blaok,  that  officer  cansed  hia  ship's  boats  to  be  manned, 
and  landed  with  befitting  sUte  at  Astoria.  From  the  Ull:  that 
bad  been  made  by  the  Northwest  Company  of  the  strength  of 
the  place,  and  the  armament  they  had  reqoired  to  aasist  in  its 
rednetion,  he  expected  t«  find  a  fortress  of  some  importance. 
When  he  belield  nothing  bat  stockades  and  haations,  calculated 
for  defence  against  naked  aangea,  he  &lt  an  emotton  of  indig- 
nant Borprise,  mingled  with  something  of  the  Indicrona.  "Is 
this  the  fort,"  cried  he,  "aboat  which  I  bare  heard  so  mooh  talk- 
ing i     D — n  me,  but  I'd  batter  it  down  in  two  hoars  with  a  foar 

When  he  learned,  howerer,  the  amoant  of  rich  fors  that  had 
beeo  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Northwesters,  he  was  ontra- 
geons.  and  insisted  that  an  inventory  shonld  be  taken  of  all  the 
property  porchased  of  the  Americans,  "with  a  view  to  ulterior 
measures  in  EogUnd,  for  the  recovery  of  the  value  from  tho 
Northwest  Company." 

As  he  grew  cool,  however,  he  gave  over  all  idea  of  preferring 


fincb  ft  clMm,  and  reconciled  himself,  u  well  m  he  conid,  to  tbe 
ideft  of  having  been  forestalled  hj  his  barguning  coadjutors. 

On  the  12tli  of  December,  the  &te  of  Astoris  was  consum- 
mated bj  ft  regular  ceremonial  Captain  Black,  attended  by  his 
ofliccrs,  entered  the  fort,  caused  the  British  standard  to  be  ercct«d| 
broke  a  bottle  of  wine,  and  declared,  in  a  loud  voice,  thftt  he  totA 
possession  of  the  establishment  and  of  the  country,  in  the  name 
of  biH  Britannic  Majesty,  changing  the  name  of  AatorU  to  tiut  of 
Fort  George. 

The  Indian  warriors,  who  had  offered  their  serrioes  to  repel 
the  strangers,  were  present  on  this  occasion.  It  was  explained 
to  them  as  being  a  friendly  arrangement  and  transfer,  but  tbey 
shook  their  heads  grimly,  and  considered  it  an  act  of  Bnbjngation 
of  their  ancient  allies.  They  regretted  that  they  had  complied 
with  M'Dougal's  wishes,  in  laying  aside  their  arms,  and  remarked, 
that,  however  the  Americans  might  conceal  the  fact,  they  were 
undoubtedly  all  slaves  ;  nor  could  they  be  persuaded  of  the  om- 
trary,  until  they  beheld  the  Racoon  depart  without  Ukiag  any 
any  prisoners. 

As  to  Comcomly,  he  no  longer  prided  himself  upon  hia  white 
son-in-law,  but,  whenever  he  was  asked  about  him,  ahook  his  head, 
and  replied,  that  his  daughter  had  made  a  mistake,  and,  instead 
of  getting  a  great  warrior  for  a  husband,  had  married  hcnelf  to 
a  squaw. 
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CHAPTER  LXI. 


H&vno  giren  the  catutroplu  at  the  Fort  of  Aetorift,  it  ramamg 
Dov  but  to  gkther  up  a  few  looee  ends  of  this  widelj  txeaimtn 
namtirt  mnd  conelnde.  On  the  28th  of  Pflbnuiy  the  brig 
Pedler  auohored  in  ColnmlMa  BiTer.  It  will  be  reoolleeted  that 
Hr.  Hnnt  hmd  pnrahased  thie  reeeel  «t  the  Sudwioh  IsUads,  to 
take  off  the  fnra  oolleoted  at  the  &ctory,  and  to  restore  the 
Sandwidi  lelanders  to  their  homes.  When  that  gentleman  learned, 
bowerer,  the  precipitate  and  BaBuiiary  manner  in  which  the  prop- 
erty bad  been  bargained  away  by  M'Dongal,  he  ezprcaaed  hia  in- 
dignation in  the  rtrongeet  tams,  and  determined  to  mska  aa 
cUbrt  to  g«t  back  die  fiira.  As  aoon  as  bis  wiahee  were  known  n, 
this  respect,  M'Doagal  came  to  sonnd  bim  on  behalf  of  the  Nnrl^ 
west  Company,  intimating  that  he  had  no  doubt  the  peltriee  might 
be  repnrdiaaed  at  an  adranoe  of  fifty  per  oent  This  orertora 
was  not  ealenlated  to  sootiie  tha  angry  feelings  of  Mr.  Hnnt,  tmd 
bis  indignation  was  complete,  when  be  diseorered  tiiat  H'DotigU 
had  become  a  partner  of  the  Northwest  Company,  and  had  acts- 
ally  been  so  since  the  23d  of  December.  He  had  kept  his  part- 
nerihip  a  secret,  however  ;  had  rettuned  the  papers  of  the  Paeiflo 
Fur  Company  in  his  possession  ;  and  bad  oontinoed  toaotaa  Hr. 
Axtor'fl  agent,  though  two  of  the  partners  of  the  other  company, 
Mr.  SrKeniie  and  Mr.  Clarke,  were  present  He  had,  moreover, 
divulged  to  bis  new  associates  all  that  he  knew  as  to  Mr.  AstoHa 
plans  and  affairs,  and  had  made  copies  of  his  bnsiness  letters  tor 
their  pemsal. 
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Mr.  Hunt  now  considered  the  whole  conduct  of  M'Dongal 
hollow  and  collusive.  Ilis  only  thought  was,  therefore,  to  get  all 
the  papers  of  the  concern  out  of  his  hands,  and  bring  the  busi- 
ness to  a  close ;  for  the  interests  of  Mr.  Astor  were  yet  complet«Iv 
at  stake  ;  the  drafts  of  the  Northwest  Company  in  bis  fa^or.  for 
the  purchase  money,  not  having  yet  been  obtained.  With  some 
difficulty  he  succeeded  in  getting  possession  of  the  papers.  The 
bills  or  drafts  were  delivered  without  hesitation.  The  latter  he 
remitted  to  Mr.  Astor  by  some  of  his  associates,  who  were  about 
to  cross  the  continent  to  New- York.  This  done,  he  embarked  on 
board  the  Pedler,  on  the  8d  of  April,  accompanied  by  two  of  the 
clerks,  Mr.  Seton  and  Mr.  Ualsey,  and  bade  a  final  adieu  to  Astoria. 

The  next  day,  April  4th,  Messrs.  Clarke,  M'Kenrie,  David 
Stuart,  and  such  of  the  Astorians  as  had  not  entered  into  the 
service  of  the  Northwest  Company,  set  out  to  crosB  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  It  is  not  our  intention  to  take  the  reader  another 
journey  across  those  rugged  barriers  ;  but  we  will  step  forward 
with  the  travellers  to  a  distance  on  their  way,  merely  to  relate 
their  interview  with  a  character  already  noted  in  thia  work. 

As  the  party  were  proceeding  up  the  Columbia,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Wallah- Wallah  River,  several  Indian  canoes  put 
off  from  the  shore  to  overtake  them,  and  a  voice  call^  upon  them 
in  French,  and  requested  them  to  stop.  They  accordingly  put  to 
shore,  and  were  joined  by  those  in  the  canoes.  To  their  surprise, 
they  recognized  in  the  person  who  had  hailed  them  the  Indian 
wife  of  Pierre  Dorion,  accompanied  by  her  two  children.  She 
had  a  story  to  tell,  involving  the  fate  of  several  of  our  unfortu- 
nate adventurers. 

Mr.  John  Reed,  the  Hibernian,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  been 
detjicbed  during  the  summer  to  the  Snake  River.  His  party 
consisted  of  four  Canadians,  Giles  Le  Clero,  Franoois  Landry, 
Jean  IJriptiste  Turcot,  and  Andre  La  Chapelle,  together  with  two 
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IiuDl«rs.  Pierre  Dorion  and  Pierre  BeUanay ;  DorioD,  as  usual, 
heiag  Hcoompanied  by  his  wife  and  chtldrco.  The  objects  of  this 
eipcdition  were  twofold ;  to  trap  beaver,  and  to  search  for  the 
three  hunters.  Robinson,  Hobacb,  and  ReEner. 

In  the  eouree  of  the  nutuma.  Reed  lost  one  man,  Landry,  by 
dwth ;  another  one,  PMrra  IMaonay,  wko  wu  of  a  nUloB,  per- 
Terw  dupoBition,  left  him  in  a  MOody  fit,  and  waa  nerer  bsBrd  Ht 
kfterwarda.  The  anmber  of  kia  puty  waa  not,  bowww,  rtdMMl 
by  these  losses,  as  the  tbree  bnaten,  RoUnson,  HoliMk,  wad 
B«Baer,  had  joined  it 

Beed  now  built  a  hooM  «  tiie  Snake  BiTer,  Ibr  tlmi  wiatar 
qoarters ;  wbiob  being  eompleted,  tbe  pwty  Mt  «bont  traj^HBg. 
Reiner,  Le  Clerc,  «nd  Pierre  Dorion,  went  about  fiva  daji"  jonr- 
ney  lirom  the  wintering  houae,  to  a  part  of  tbe  country  wril 
stocked  with  beaver.  Here  they  put  up  a  hut,  and  ptoaeeded  h> 
trap  with  great  auoeesa.  Wbile  the  men  were  out  hmrtiBg,  Herte 
Dorioo's  wife  remtuned  at  bone  to  dreaa  tbe  skim  aad  prep^e 
the  meals.  She  waa  thus  employed  one  evening  about  tbe  begiB> 
ning  of  January,  cooking  die  supper  of  tbe  hnnters,  wban  she 
heard  footsteps,  and  Le  Clere  staggered,  pale  and  Ueeding,  into 
the  hnt  He  informed  ber  that  a  party  of  Minigea  bad  snrpriwd 
them,  while  at  their  trapa,  and  bad  killed  Benter  and  her  hodbud. 
He  had  barely  strength  left  to  give  this  information,  when  In 
sank  upon  the  ground. 

The  poor  woman  saw  that  the  only  chance  for  life  was  instant 
flight,  but,  in  this  exigency,  showed  that  preeenoe  of  mind  and 
force  of  charaoter  for  which  she  had  frequently  been  noted.  With 
great  difficulty,  she  caught  two  of  the  horses  belonging  to  the 
party.  Then  collecting  her  clothes,  and  a  amall  quantity  of 
beaver  meat  and  dried  salmon,  she  packed  them  upon  one  of  ibo 
boriteR,  and  helped  the  wounded  man  to  mount  upon  it  On  tho 
other  borae  she   mounted  with  her  two  efaildren,  and  bnmed 
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away  from  ihu  dangerous  neighborhood,  directing  her  flight  to 
Mr.  Reed's  establishment.  On  the  third  day,  she  descried  a 
number  of  Indians  on  horseback  proceeding  in  an  easterly  direc- 
tion. She  immediately  dismounted  with  her  children,  and  helped 
Le  Clerc  likewise  to  dismount,  and  all .  concealed  themaelyes. 
Fortunately  they  escaped  the  sharp  eyes  of  the  saYages,  but  had 
to  proceed  with  the  utmost  caution.  That  night  they  slept  with- 
out fire  or  water ;  she  managed  to  keep  her  children  warm  in  her 
arms ;  but  before  morning,  poor  Le  Clerc  died. 

With  the  dawn  of  day  the  resolute  woman  resumed  her 
course,  and,  on  the  fourth  day,  reached  the  house  of  Mr.  Reed. 
It  was  deserted,  and  all  round  were  marks  of  blood  and  signs  of 
a  furious  massacre.  Not  doubting  that  Mr.  Reed  and  his  party 
had  all  fallen  victims,  she  turned  in  fresh  horror  from  the  spot 
For  two  days  she  continued  hurrying  forward,  ready  to  sink  for 
want  of  food,  but  more  solicitous  about  her  children  than  hersell 
At  length  she  reached  a  range  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  near  the 
upper  part  of  the  Wallah- Wallah  River.  Here  she  chose  a  wild 
lonely  ravine,  as  her  place  of  winter  refuge. 

She  had  fortunately  a  bufiUo  robe  and  three  deer  skins ;  of 
these,  and  of  pine  bark  and  cedar  branches,  she  eonstmcted  a 
rude  wigwam,  which  she  pitched  beside  a  mountain  spring.  Har- 
ing  no  other  food,  she  killed  the  two  horses,  and  smoked  their 
flesh.  The  skins  aided  to  cover  her  hut  Here  she  dragged 
out  the  winter,  with  no  other  company  than  her  two  children. 
Towards  the  middle  of  March,  her  provisions  were  nearly  ex- 
hausted. She  therefore  packed  up  the  remainder,  slvng  it  on 
her  back,  and,  with  her  helpless  little  ones,  set  ovt  again  on  her 
wanderings.  Crossing  the  ridge  of  mountains,  she  descended  to 
the  banks  of  the  Wallah- Wallah,  and  kept  along  them  until  ahe 
arrived  where  that  river  throws  itself  into  the  Columlna.  ShewM 
hospitably  received  and  entertained  by  the  Wallah-Wallah8|  and 
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h&d  been  Dearly  two  woeks  among  them  when  the  two  oano«a 
pused. 

On  being  interrogated,  she  ooold  usign  no  tmbmi  fin.  tliii 
uurderoua  KttMk  of  the  wngei;  it  appsKsd  to  be  perfiMtly 
wjLUton  ami  unprovoked.  Some  c£  the  Asttninu  mppoaai  it  an 
■et  of  batoherj  b;  a  roTing  bftod  of  BUekitat;  otben,  bovam^ 
and  with  greater  probkbilit;  of  eorreotneaa,  ium  Moribad  it  to 
tbe  tribe  of  Pieroed-noeed  Indiuu,  in  revenge  for  the  death  of 
their  comrade  hanged  by  order  of  Mr.  Clarke.  If  ao^  it  ahow 
that  theae  anddea  and  ^^tarentlj  waotos  outbreakinga  of  aan- 
gninarj  violenoe  on  the  part  of  the  aaragea,  have  often  aove 
prenons,  though  perhapa  remote,  prorooatioa. 

Tbe  DarratiTe  of  the  Indian  woman  oloaea  the  eheokend 
adTentures  of  some  of  the  peraonagea  of  thia  motley  story ;  aaab 
aa  the  honest  Hibernian  Reed,  and  Dorion  the  hybrid  inter- 
preter. Turcot  and^  La  Gbiqielle  were  two  of  the  men  who  fsU  off 
from  Mr.  Crooks  in  the  ooorae  of  hia  wintry  joomey,  and  Iu4 
aubaequently  Buch  disastrous  tiotea  among  the  Indiana.  Wa 
cannot  but  feel  some  sympathy  with  that  peraerering  trio  tf 
Kentuckians,  Robinson,  Reiner,  and  Hobaok ;  who  twice  tomed 
back  when  on  their  way  homeward,  and  lingered  in  the  wiUv 
neaa  to  perish  by  the  hands  of  oarages. 

The  return  parties  from  Astoria,  both  by  sea  and  land,  as- ' 
perienced  on  the  way  as  many  adventures,  Ticissitndea,  and  nua- 
haps,  aa  the  far-famed  heroes  of  the  Odyssey ;  they  reached  their 
destination  at  different  times,  bearing  tidings  to  Mr.  Astor  of  the 
onfortunate  termination  of  his  enterprise. 

That  gentleman,  however,  was  not  disposed,  even  yet,  to  giva 
the  matter  np  aa  lost  On  the  oontrary,  hia  spirit  was  ronaed  by 
what  he  considered  UDgeneroos  and  unmerited  oondoot  on  the 
part  of  the  Northwest  Company.  "After  their  treatment  at 
me,"  said  he,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hunt, "  I  have  no  idea  of  ramaift- 
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ing  quiet  knd  idle."     He  determined,  Uierafbra,  u  MOD  •■  (dTOli» 
Btanoea  would  permit,  to  resume  lu«  enterprise. 

At  the  retam  of  peace,  Astoria,  with  tke  kdjaeent  oonntij, 
reverted  to  the  United  States  hj  the  treat;  of  Ghent,  on  the 
principle  of  ttatus  ante  bdhtm,  and  Captain  Biddle  wm  diapatobed 
in  the  sloop  of  war  Ontario,  to  take  formal  repoauaaion. 

In  the  winter  of  1815,  a  law  wan  passed  b;  Congraas  ptohiUi- 
ing  all  traffic  of  Brittah  traders  within  the  territories  of  the 
United  States. 

The  fiiTorable  moment  seemed  now  lo  Hr.  Astor  to  ban 
arrived  for  the  rerinl  of  his  faTorite  enterprise,  bat  new  difi- 
enlties  had  grown  np  to  impede  it  The  Nortfaweat  Comptnj 
were  now  in  complete  occupation  of  the  Cotomlna  RiTer,  and  ita 
chief  tributary  Btreama,  holding  the  poata  whioh  he  had  aatalh 
lished,  and  carrying  on  a  trade  thronghont  the  nmg^boriag 
region,  in  defiance  of  the  prohibitory  law  of  Congren,  whioh,  is 
eficct,  was  a  dead  letter  beyoud  tho  mountuna. 

To  dispossess  them,  would  be  an  nndeitaklng  of  almost  a 
belligerent  nature ;  for  their  agents  and  retainers  were  well 
armed,  and  skilled  in  the  use  of  weapons,  as  is  nana!  with  Tn^iti 
traders.  The  ferocious  and  bloody  contests  whioh  had  takMi 
place  between  the  rival  trading  parties  of  the  Nmthwart  aad 
Hudson's  Bay  Companies,  had  shown  what  might  b»  c 
from  commercial  feuds  in  the  lawless  depths  of  the  w 
Mr.  Astor  did  not  think  it  advisable,  therefbre,  to  attempt  the 
matter  without  the  protection  of  the  American  fl^ ;  under  lAish 
his  people  might  rally  in  case  of  need.  He  aooordinglj  made  an 
informal  overture  to  the  President  of  the  United  Statn,  Hr. 
Madison,  throngh  Mr.  Gallatin,  offering  to  renew  his  entar^itc, 
and  to  ro-eatablish  Astoria,  provided  it  would  be  protootad  hj  As 
American  flag,  and  made  a  military  post ;  stating  that  th«  whals 
force  required  would  not  exceed  a  lieutenant's  0 
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oo«  of  the  most  eQligfatened  ■teteamn  of  onr  ooontrj,  wm  hTor^- 
Uj  reeeired,  but  no  stop  wu  taken  in  oonaaqtieitoe  ;  ^e  President 
not  tmng  disposed,  in  ftll  probftbili^,  to  eomroit  himself  bj  vxf 
direct  ooontemaoe  or  omrt  kot  DiMoonged  bj  this  supinenew 
OD  the  part  of  the  gorenment,  Hr.  Aator  did  not  Uiink  fit  far 
renew  hia  orertnres  in  a  more  fonnsl  manner,  and  the  bToraUa 
mmnent  for  the  re-ooonpation  of  Astoria  was  snAred  to  paaa  w 
improved.  ' 

The  British  trading  eaUhlisbinenta  were  thni  enaUed,  with- 
oat  molestation,  to  strike  deep  th«r  roots,  and  extend  their  rami' 
fteations,  in  despite  of  the  prohibition  of  Oongreaa,  autil  the;  had 
spread  themselves  over  the  riah  field  of  enterprise  opened  by  Hft' 
Astor.  The  British  government  soon  began  to  pereeive  the  im- 
portance of  this  region,  and  to  desire  to  inolnde  it  within  tbmr 
territorial  domains.  A  qnestion  has  eonseqnently  risen  as  to  thr 
right  to  the  soil,  and  has  beoome  one  of  the  most  perplexing  sev 
apva  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britian.  In  the  Irsl 
beaty  relative  to  it,  under  date  <d  Oetober  20th,  1B18,  the  qM*- 
tioD  was  left  unsettled,  and  it  was  agreed  that  Uie  eoontryon  As 
northwest  coast  of  America,  westward  of  the  Rooky  Monntaiu^ 
claimed  hj  either  nation,  shonld  be  open  to  the  inhabttante  of 
both  for  ten  years,  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  with  the  eqoal  ri^ 
of  navigating  all  its  rivers:  When  these  ten  years  had  expired,  a 
subsequent  treaty,  in  1828,  extended  the  arrangement  to  ten  addi- 
tional jearB.     So  the  matter  stands  at  present. 

On  casting  back  our  eyes  over  the  series  of  eventa  wo  have 
recorded,  we  see  no  reason  to  attribute  the  fitilare  of  thia  great 
commercial  undertaking  to  any  &ult  in  the  sdieme,  or  omiisioB 
in  the  execution  of  it,  on  the  part  of  Uie  projector.  It  was  a 
magnificent  enterprise ;  well  concerted  and  carried  on,  without 
regard  to  diffiouIUee  or  azpense.      A  ■nooesaioa  of  adrowa 
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monnistanoes  and  oroao  parposM,  howerer,  besot  it  Blmoat  ttom 
the  oataet ;  some  of  them,  in  fact,  uising  fioiii  neglect  of  the 
orders  and  instructiona  of  Mr.  Astor.  The  first  crippling  blow 
wu  the  loss  of  the  Tonquin,  which  olearl;  would  not  have 
happened,  bad  Mr.  Aster's  earnest  ii^uuctiouB  with  regard  to 
the  natives  been  attended  to.  Had  thia  ahip  performed  iier 
voyage  prosperouslj,  and  reviaited  Astoria  in  due  time,  the  trade 
of  the  establishment  would  have  taken  its  preoonoertcd  coorie, 
and  the  spirits  of  all  concerned  been  kept  up  hj  a  confident 
proBpeet  of  suooess.  Her  dismal  catastrophe  struck  a  chill  into 
every  heart,  and  prepared  the  way  fur  subsequent  despondency. 

Another  cause  of  embarrassment  and  loss  was  the  departure 
from  the  plan  of  Mr.  A^tor,  as  to  the  voyage  of  the  Brnnr, 
subsequent  to  her  visiting  Astoria.  The  variation  from  this 
plan  produced  a  series  of  cross  purposes,  disastrous  to  the 
establishment,  and  detained  Mr.  Hunt  absent  &om  his  post) 
when  his  presence  there  was  of  vital  importanoe  to  the  entsrpriiei 
so  essential  is  it  for  an  agent,  in  any  great  and  complicated 
undertaking,  to  execute  &ithfully,  and  to  the  letter,  the  put 
marked  out  for  him  by  the  master  mind  which  has  oonoerted  tlM 
whole. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  multiplied  the  hasards  and  embartassmeata  of  the 
enterprise.  The  disappointment  as  to  convoy,  rendered  it  diffi- 
cult to  keep  up  rein  force  monts  and  supplies  ;  and  the  loaa  of  the 
Lark  added  to  tlie  tissue  of  misadventures. 

That  Mr.  Astor  battled  resolutely  against  every  difficulty, 
and  pursued  his  course  in  defiance  of  every  loss,  has  been  suffi- 
ciently shown.  Had  lie  been  seconded  by  suitable  agents,  and 
properly  protected  by  government,  the  ultimate  failure  of  his  plan 
might  yet  have  been  averted.  It  was  bis  great  misjbrtsiie,  that 
his  agents  were  not  imbued  with  Itis  own  spirit.    Some  had  not 
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capacity  aufficient  to  compTcbend  the  real  nature  and  extent  of 
bis  Bcbeme ;  others  were  alien  in  feeling  and  interest,  aud  Iiad 
been  brought  up  in  the  Borvice  of  a  rival  companj'.  Whatever 
•;inpaUii«s  they  nught  origiaaJJ/  baro  Jta<I  iritb  biiu,  itom 
impaired,  if  not  destroyed,  by  tbe  mr.  They  looked  vfoa  Im 
•Mue  u  deapente,  and  only  oonsiderad  hmr  they  mii^t  maka 
■Dterest  to  ngain  «  aitiution  under  tbeir  fanner  employerft.  Xb* 
ebeenoe  of  Ur.  Hunt,  Om  oa\j  nml  repreeentatiTe  of  Mr.  AMttkf 
ftt  the  time  of  the  capitulation  with  the  Northweet  Compel^, 
oompleted  the  aeriee  of  eroaa  pnrpoaea.  Had  that  gnnHnnen 
been  present,  the  tmnafer,  in  all  probalHlity,  woold  Mrt  bn* 
taken  phue. 

It  is  painfiil,  at  all  times,  to  see  a  grand  and  buiefidal  ilmht 
tg  geniuB  &il  of  its  aim :  but  we  regret  the  fiulora  of  tbu  eate^ 
prise  in  a  national  point  of  view ;  for,  had  it  bewi  erowned  witb 
anooesa,  it  would  have  redounded  greatly  to  the  adrantage  aad 
extension  of  our  oommeree.  The  profita  drawn  frecn  tbo  eoontejr 
in  question  by  the  British  Fur  Company,  tbou|^  of  ampii 
■mount,  form  no  criterion  by  whieh  to  judge  cJ  the  ailualajia 
*diat  would  have  arisen  bad  it  been  entirely  in  the  bands  of  th« 
citiiens  of  the  United  States.  That  company,  aa  baa  been  abam^ 
b  limited  in  the  nature  and  scope  of  its  t^rationa,  and  can  make 
but  little  use  of  the  maritime  &oilities  held  ont  by  an  omporiun 
and  a  harbor  on  that  coast.  In  our  hands,  besides  the  roring 
bands  of  trappers  and  traders,  the  country  would  have  Iwwii 
explored  and  settled  by  industriona  husbandmen ;  and  the  fertile 
valleys  bordering  its  rivers,  and  shut  up  among  its  moantaina, 
would  have  been  made  to  pour  forth  their  agrioultorat  treaaoras 
to  contribute  to  the  general  wealth. 

In  respect  to  commerce,  we  should  have  had  a  line  of  trading 
post^  from  the  Mississippi  and  the  Missouri  across  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  forming  a  high  road  {tt>m  the  great  regions  of  tkt 
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west  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific.  We  shonld  haye  had  a  fortified 
post  and  port  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  commanding  the 
trade  of  that  river  and  its  tributaries,  and  of  a  wide  extent  of 
country  and  sea-coast;  carrying  on  an  active  and  profitable 
commerce  with  the  Sandwfeh  Islands,  and  a  direct  and  frequent 
communication  with  China.  In  a  word,  Astoria  might  have 
realized  the  anticipations  of  Mr.  Astor,  so  well  understood  and 
appreciated  by  Mr.  Jefierson,  in  gradually  becoming  a  commer- 
cial empire  beyond  the  mountains,  peopled  by  ''free  and  inde- 
pendent Americans,  and  linked  with  us  by  ties  of  blood  and 
interest." 

We  repeat,  therefore,  our  sincere  regret,  that  our  government 
should  have  neglected  the  overture  of  Mr.  Astor,  and  suffered 
the  moment  to  pass  by,  when  full  possession  of  this  region  might 
have  been  taken  quietly,  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  a  military 
post  established,  without  dispute,  at  Astoria.  Our  statesmen 
have  become  sensible,  when  too  late,  of  the  importance  of  this 
measure.  Bills  have  repeatedly  been  brought  into  Congress  for 
the  purpose,  but  without  success ;  and  our  rightful  possessions 
on  that  coast,  as  well  as  our  trade  on  the  Pacific,  have  no  rally- 
ing point  protected  by  the  national  flag,  and  by  a  military  force. 

In  the  meantime,  the  second  period  of  ten  years  is  fast 
elapsing.  In  1838,  the  question  of  title  will  again  come  up,  and 
most  probably,  in  the  present  amicable  state  of  our  relations 
with  Great  Britain,  will  be  again  postponed.  Every  year, 
however,  the  litigated  claim  is  growing  in  importance.  There  is 
no  pride  so  jealous  and  irritable  as  the  pride  of  territory.  As 
one  wave  of  emigration  after  another  rolls  into  the  vast  regions 
of  the  west,  and  our  settlements  streteh  towards  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  the  eager  eyes  of  our  pioneers  will  pry  beyond,  and 
they  will  become  impatient  of  any  barrier  or  impediment  in  the 
way  of  what  they  consider  a  grand  outlet  of  oar  empire.    Should 
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any  circumstance,  therefore,  unfortunately  occur  to  disturb  tba 
present  harmony  of  the  two  nations,  this  ill-udjusted  question, 
which  now  lies  dormant,  may  (suddenly  start  up  iut«  one  of  belli- 
gerent import,  and  Astoria  became  the  watohnord  in  &  oootwt 
for  dominion  on  the  shores  of  the  Fioific.  ^^ 


Since  the  above  wu  written,  the  question  of  dominioi]  orer 
die  vast  territory  beyond  die  Bocky  HonntAins,  which  fbr  k  time 
threatened  to  disturb  the  peaceful  reUtions  with  our  truintUn- 
tic  kindred,  has  been  finally  settled  io  a  spirit  of  mutual  conoe*- 
Bion,  and  the  Teuerable  projector  whose  early  enterprise  forms 
the  subject  of  this  work  had  the  satls&ction  of  knowing,  ere  hit 
eyes  closed  upon  the  world,  that  the  flag  of  his  euontry  agun 
wared  over  "  Astowa." 
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Drmighi  of  a  petitun  lo  CtmgrtMa,  mm  bg  Mr.  Aslor  in  1812. 

To  tbe  hoDOimUe  ihe  Seuila  and  Hgoaa  of  RcpmrnuliTri  al  ihe  UnUcd 

Sum,  in  (kncreai  URiiiblrd. 
Tbe  petuion  of  llie  Amencui  Par  CotnpuijF  ir^gKriliilly  shoirrlh  : 

llul  tbe  uait  whh  the  «n«al  Indnui  Itibm  of  Nonh  Anirtira,  bw).  tat 
HMaj  feira  paM,  beea  almait  eieliaiTelr  canii'il  on  b^  ih«  mFTcluinM  ef 
Canada  ;  who.  hating  fatiued  poweHul  and  eiiriL'ive  aiauciaiiaDa  tor  that 
porpoae,  bring  aided  by  Bntiah  capital,  and  bemit  tfncuungcil  by  the  bToi  and 
proteciion  of  tbc  British  goTrnunent,  coald  mn  Ik  opposed,  wiUi  any  proapect 
of  KKcaa  by  indiTiduals  o(  ihe  United  Suio, 

Thai  by  means  of  the  abore  Dade,  thm  bysirnialicaUy  pnrnml.  not  only 
Ute  inbabitanta  of  the  United  Slates  haTe  been  Jrprivcd  of  ronuiii-rii.-iaL  pmlilB 
and  adTantagea,  10  which  they  appear  to  have  just  and  natural  pivtennoxia, 
but  a  gnat  and  dangeroua  iaflueiice  baa  bfii  eiublidicd  orer  iba  Indian 
Iribea,  difficult  to  be  counieiacled,  and  capaliir  of  bnag  euned  at  critical 
petiodi,  10  Ihe  givai  injury  and  annoyanoe  of  uiii  frontier  aeilleiiKIila. 

Thai  in  order  to  obtain  at  lean  a  part  •'(  the  abore  Uade,  and  nor* 
paiticulaily  that  which  i>  within  the  boondiri'-ii  of  the  United  Statei,  yoar 
peliibnerB,  in  the  yenr  IMS,  obtained  an  act  i:(  uicorporsiion  Inini  tlir  Slate 
of  New- York,  whereby  they  ate  enabled,  with  ■  ■.■miipcicnl  capital,  lo  gwrj' 
OD  the  said  trade  with  the  Indians  in  aBch  manner  aa  may  be  (naifwiiuble  to 
the  Inwi  sii.l  legulaiiuns  of  the  Utvited  State*,  in  relation  to  mch  cotumeice. 

Tim  the  cBpiial  mentioned  in  the  aaid  act,  amountiiig  lo  ODe  miUko  of 
dullara,  having  been  duly  fanned,  your  petitioDera  entered  with  aeal  and 
nlacnly  imo  ihoec  laige  and  important  arrange menta.  which  were  ncceamy 
fur,  or  conducive  lu.  the  object  of  theit  incorporation  ;  and,  among  other  thin^ 
purohasrit  a  great  part  of  the  uock  in  trade,  and  trading  earabljahmenta.  of 
the  MiL'hilimackinac  Company  of  Canada. — Your  pelitionera  also,  with  tba 
eipecuiioii  of  great  public  and  private  advantage  from  the  oae  cf  tba  wd 
eaubliahuienta,  ordered,  during  the  apring  and  ummer  of  1810,  an  avort- 
ineni  of  good*  frotn  England,  nitablc  for  the  Indian  ttade  ;  whicb,  in  raa- 
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sequence  of  the  PrcBidcnt's  proclamation  of  November  of  that  year,  wen 
shipped  to  Canada  instead  of  New- York,  and  have  been  tranflported,  under  i 
very  heavy  exjiense,  into  the  interior  of  the  country.     But  as  they  could  ool 
legally  be  brought  into  the  Indian  country  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United 
StateH,  they  have  been  stored  on  the  Island  of  St.  Joseph,  in  Lake  Horoo, 
where  they  now  remain. 

Your  petitioners,  with  great  deference  and  implicit  submission  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  national  legislature,  beg  leave  to  suggest  for  consideration, 
whether  they  have  not  some  claim  to  national  attention  and  encouragement, 
from  the  nature  and  importance  of  their  undertaking  ;  which  though  haiardoiu 
and  uncertain  as  it  concerns  their  private  emolument,  must,  at  any  rate, 
redound  to  the  public  security  and  advantage.  If  their  undertaking  shall 
appear  to  be  of  the  description  given,  they  would  fiirther  suggest  to  your 
honorable  bodies,  that  unices  they  can  procure  a  regular  supply  for  the  timde  in 
which  they  are  engaged,  it  may  languish,  and  be  finally  abandoned  by 
American  citizens  ;  when  it  will  revert  to  its  former  channel,  with  additional, 
and  perhaps  with  irresistible,  power. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  upon  all  those  considerations  of  puhUe 
policy  which  will  present  themselves  to  your  honorable  bodies,  in  connectioo 
with  those  already  mentioned,  your  petitioners  reqiectfully  |nay  that  a  law 
may  be  passed  to  enable  the  President,  or  any  of  the  heads  of  departmcnli 
acting  under  his  authority,  to  grant  permits  for  the  introdnction  of  goods 
necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  Indians,  into  the  Indian  country  that  ia  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  under  such  regulations,  and  with  neh 
restrictions,  as  may  secure  the  public  revenue  and  promote  the  poUic  welfiue. 

And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray,  Sec. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  common  seal  of  the  American  Fur  Company  ia 
unto  affixed,  the  day  of  MUrch,  1819. 

By  order  of  the  Corporation. 


AN  ACT  to  enable  the  American  Fur  Company,  and  other  dtiiens,  to 
introduce  gootls  necessary  for  the  Indian  trade  into  the  territoriea  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  United  States. 

Whereas,  the  public  peace  and  welfare  require  that  the  native  fHlfMii  tribes, 
residing  within  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  should  reoeive  their 
necessary  supplies  under  the  authority  and  from  the  citiaens  of  the  United 
States  :  Therefore,  be  it  euocted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  that  it  ahall  be  lawful  lor  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  the  heads  of  departments  thereimio 
by  him  duly  authorized,  from  time  to  time  to  grant  permits  to  the  American 
Fur  Company,  iheir  agents  or  foctors,  or  any  other  citizens  of  Uie  United 
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BcBtes  engaged  in  the  IhdiBn  timde»  to  introdiiee  info  the  ladiAn  eamoxf, 
within  the  botmdaries  of  the  United  States,  sndi  goods,  wares,  and  merdMUi- 
Ase,  as  may  be  neoeflsary  for  the  said  trade,  vnder  such  reguktioiis  and 
restrictions  as  the  nid  President  or  heads  o£  departments  may  judge  proper ; 
any  law  or  reguktion  to  the  contrary,  in  anywise,  notwithstanding. 


Letter  from  Mr,  CraUatm  to  Mr.  Astar,  dated 

Nxw.YoBK,  Amgtut  5, 1835. 

I>iAm  8n^ — In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  will  state  soch  frets  as  I 
RCoQect  touching  the  sobiects  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  98th  alt.  I  may  be 
mistaken  respecting  dates  and  detaib,  and  will  only  relate  general  freta^ 
which  I  well  remember. 

In  conformity  with  the  treaty  of  1794  with  Great  Britain,  the  citiiens  and 
■nlgects  of  each  country  were  permitted  to  trade  with  the  Indians  residing  in 
the  territories  of  the  other  party.  The  reciprocity  was  altogether  nominaL 
Sinoe  the  conquest  of  Canada,  the  British  had  inherited  from  the  French  the 
whole  for  trade,  through  the  great  lakes  and  their  communications,  with  all 
the  western  Indians,  whether  residing  in  the  British  dominions  or  the  United 
States.  They  kept  the  imporUnt  western  posts  on  those  lakea  till  about  the 
year  1797.  And  the  defonstre  Indian  war,  which  the  United  States  had  to 
•MCain  from  1776  to  1795,  had  still  more  alienated  the  Indians,  and  secaed 
to  the  British  their  exclunre  trade,  carried  throof^  the  lakes,  wherever  the 
fiMKatw  in  that  quarter  lived.  No  American  could,  without  imminent  danger 
of  property  and  life,  carry  on  that  tnde,  even  within  the  United  Statea,  by 
the  way  of  either  Michilimackinac  or  St.  Mary's.  And  independent  o£  tka 
loss  of  commerce.  Great  Britain  was  enabled  to  presenre  a  most  dangerooi 
influence  over  our  Indiann. 

It  was  under  th<*ae  circumstances  that  you  communicated  to  oar  govern- 
ment the  prospect  you  had  to  be  able,  and  your  intention,  to  pordiase  one 
half  of  thp  interest  of  the  Canadian  Fur  Company,  engaged  in  trade  by  the 
way  of  Michilimackinac  with  our  own  Indians.  You  wished  to  know 
wheth<*v  the  plan  met  with  the  approbation  of  government,  and  how  for  yott 
could  rely  on  its  protection  and  encouragement.  This  overture  was  received 
with  fi^nt  satisfaction  hy  the  administration,  and  Mr.  Jeflerson,  then  president, 
wrote  you  to  thnt  effiMTt.  I  was  also  directed,  as  secretary  of  the  trea«iry,  to 
write  to  you  nn  official  letter  to  the  same  purpose.  On  investigating  the 
aobject,  it  was  found  that  the  Executive  had  no  authority  to  give  you  any 
direct  aid  ;    and    I    believe  that  yoa  received  nothing   more  than  an  entire 
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approbation  of  your  plan,  and  general  aMorancea  of  the  protection  due  to  eroy 
citizen  engaged  in  lawful  and  useful  purBoits. 

You  did  effect  the  contemplated  purcliase,  bat  in  what  year  I  do  not  recol- 
lect. Immediately  before  the  war,  you  represented  that  a  large  c|uantity  of 
merchandise,  intended  for  the  Indian  trade,  and  including  arms  and  munition 
of  war,  belonging  to  that  concern  of  which  you  owned  one  half,  wu 
deposited  at  a  post  on  Lake  Huron,  within  the  Britirii  dominions ;  that,  in 
order  to  prevent  their  ultimately  falling  into  the  hands  of  Indians  who  might 
prove  hostile,  you  were  desirous^  try  to  have  them  conveyed  into  the  United 
States ;  but  that  you  were  prevented  by  the  then  existing  law  of  noninier- 
coures  with  the  British  dominions. 

The  Executive  could  not  annul  the  provisions  of  that  law.  Bat  I  was 
directed  to  instruct  the  collectors  on  the  lakes,  in  case  you  or  your  agents 
should  voluntarily  bring  in  and  deliver  to  them  any  parts  of  the  goods  above 
mentioned,  to  receive  and  keep  them  in  their  guard,  and  not  to  commence 
prosecutions  until  further  instructions :  the  intention  being  then  to  apply  to 
Congress  for  an  act  remitting  the  forfeiture  and  penalties.  I  wrote  aocoidingly, 
to  that  ef&ct,  to  the  collectors  of  Detroit  and  Michilimockinac. 

The  attempt  to  obtain  the  goods  did  not,  however^  succeed  ;  and  I  cannot 
say  how  far  the  failure  injured  you.  But  the  war  proved  &tal  to  another  modi 
more  extensive  and  important  enterprise. 

Previous  to  that  time,  but  I  also  forget  the  year,  yon  had  undertaken  to 
carry  on  a  trade  on  your  own  account,  though  I  believe  under  the  New- York 
charter  of  the  American  Fur  Company,  with  the  Indians  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  This  project  was  also  communicated  to  government*  and  met, 
of  course,  with  its  full  approbation,  and  best  wishes,  for  your  suoceak  Yoo 
carried  it  on,  on  the  most  extensive  scale,  sending  several  ships  to  the  month 
of  the  Columbia  River,  and  a  large  party  by  land  across  the  moantains,  and 
finally  founding  the  establishment  of  Astoria. 

This  unfortunately  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  during  the  war,  from 
cirruinstances  with  which  I  am  but  imperfectly  acquainted — being  thn 
absent  on  a  foreign  mission.  I  returned  in  September,  1815,  and  sailed 
again  on  a  mijinion  to  France  in  June,  1816.  During  that  period  I  Tinted 
Wasliington  twice — in  October  or  November,  1815,  and  in  March,  1816.  On 
one  of  these  two  occasions,  and  I  believe  on  the  last,  yoo  mentioned  to  me 
that  you  were  disposed  once  more  to  renew  the  attempt,  and  to  re-e^bUrii 
Astoria,  provided  you  had  the  protection  of  the  American  flag;  ibr  which 
purpose,  a  lieutenant's  command  would  be  sufTicient  to  3roa.  Yoa  requested 
me  to  mention  thin  to  the  President,  which  I  did.  Mr.  Madison  said  he 
would  consider  tlie  subject,  and,  although  he  did  not  commit  himself,  I  thought 
that  he  receiv(>d  the  proposal  favorably.  The  message  vras  yeibal,  and  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  application  was  ever  renewed  in  a  more  fimnai 
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I  aailed  tooo  after  ibr  Eurape,  and  was  seven  yean  absent.  I  never  had  tbi 
pleasare,  nnoe  1816,  to  see  Mr.  Madison,  and  never  heard  again  any  thing 
coDcemuig  the  subject  in  question. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  most  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
John  Jacob  Astca,  Esq., 

New-York. 


Notices  of  the  present  state  of  the  Fur  TVade^  eUe/fy  txiraeted 
from  an  article  pMished  m  SiUmum's  Joitmalfor  Jamuarjf^ 
1834. 

The  Northwest  Company  did  not  long  ei^joy  the  sway  they  had  acquired 
over  the  trading  regions  of  the  Columbia.  A  competition,  ruinous  in  ill 
expenses,  which  had  long  existed  between  them  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, ended  in  their  downfiiU  and  the  ruin  of  most  of  the  partners.  The  relks 
of  the  company  became  merged  in  the  rival  assodation,  and  the  whole  busineas 
was  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

This  coalition  took  place  in  1821.  They  then  abandoned  Astoria,  and 
built  a  large  establishment  sixty  miles  up  the  river,  on  the  right  bank,  whidi 
they  called  Fort  Vancouver.  This  was  in  a  neighborhood  where  provkkm 
could  be  more  readily  procured,  and  where  there  was  less  danger  from 
molesution  by  any  naval  force.  The  company  are  said  to  carry  on  an  acthrs 
and  prosperous  trade,  and  to  give  great  encouragement  to  settlers.  They  an 
extremely  jealous,  however,  of  any  interference  or  partkipation  in  their  tmds* 
and  monopolize  it  from  the  coast  of  the  Pacific  to  the  mountains,  and  §» 
a  considerable  extent  north  and  south.  The  Americsn  tradeis  and  trapiMm 
who  venture  across  the  mountains,  instead  of  enjoying  the  participation  in 
the  trade  of  the  river  and  its  tributaries,  that  had  been  stipulated  by  treaty, 
are  obliged  to  keep  to  the  south,  out  of  the  track  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
parties. 

Mr.  Astor  has  withdrawn  entirely  from  the  American  Fur  Company,  as 
he  has,  in  fact,  from  active  business  of  every  kind.  That  company  is  now 
headed  by  Mr.  Rainaay  Crooks;  its  principal  establishment  is  at  Miduli- 
mackinac,  and  it  receives  its  fiirs  from  the  posts  depending  on  that  station, 
and  from  those  on  the  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and  Yellow  Stone  Rivers,  and 
the  great  range  of  country  extending  thence  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  This 
eompany  has  steamboats  in  its  employ,  with  which  it  ascends  the  rtven,  and 
penetrates  to  a  vast  distance  into  the  boaom  of  those  regions  formeriy  so 
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painfully  explored  in  keel-boats  and  barges,  or  by  weary  partwa  on  honriadL 
and  on  foot.  The  first  irruption  of  steamboats  into  the  heart  of  these  mt 
wildemesecs  iH  said  to  have  caused  the  utmost  astonishment  and  aflirigfat  among 
their  savage  inhabitants. 

In  addition  to  the  main  companies  already  mentioned,  minor  aasociatiou 
have  been  formed,  which  push  their  way  in  the  most  intrepid  manner  to  the 
remote  parts  of  the  far  West,  and  beyond  the  mountain  barncrs.  One  oC  the 
most  noted  uf  these  is  Asliley'a  company,  from  St.  Louis,  who  trap  for  them- 
selves, and  drive  an  extensive  trade  with  the  Indians.  The  spirit,  enterprise, 
and  hardihood  of  Ashley,  are  themes  of  the  highest  eulogy  in  the  far  Wert, 
and  his  adventures  and  exploits  furnish  abundance  of  frontier  stories. 

Another  company  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  peraons  from  New-Yorfc. 
formed  in  1831,  and  headed  by  Ca])tain  Bonneville  of  the  United  States  anny, 
has  pushed  its  enterprises  into  tracts  before  but  little  known,  and  has  brought 
considerable  quantities  of  fura  from  the  region  between  the  Rocky  Mountains 
and  the  coasts  of  Monterey  and  Upper  California,  on  the  Buenaventara  and 
Timpanogos  Rivers. 

Tlic  fur  countries,  from  the  Pacific,  east  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  are 
now  occupied  (exclusive  of  private  c^mbinations  and  individual  trappen  and 
traders)  by  the  Russians ;  and  on  the  northwest,  from  Behring^a  Strait  to 
Queen  Charlotte's  Inland,  in  north  latitude  fifty-three  degrees,  and  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  thence ,  south  of  the  C<4ombia  Rirer  ;  while  Ashley's 
company,  and  that  under  Captain  Bonneville,  take  the  remainder  of  the 
region  to  California.  Indeed,  the  whole  compass  from  the  MisaiaBppi  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean  is  traversed  in  every  direction.  The  monntains  and  forests, 
fivm  the  Arctic  Sea  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  are  threaded,  through  every  maze, 
by  the  hunter.  Every  river  and  tributary  stream,  from  the  Columbia  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  del  Norte,  and  from  the  M'Kenxie  to  the  Colondo  of  the 
West,  from  their  head  springs  to  their  junction,  are  searched  and  trapped  for 
beaver.  Almost  all  the  American  furs,  which  do  not  bel<mg  to  the  Hndsooli 
Bay  Company,  find  their  way  to  New-York,  and  are  either  distribated  tbenee 
for  home  consumption,  or  sent  to  foreign  marketa. 

Tlie  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ship  their  furs  frt>m  their  frctoriee  of  York 
Fort  and  from  Moo^  River,  on  Hudson's  Bay  ;  their  collection  from  Grand 
River,  &c.,  they  nhip  from  Canada ;  and  the  collection  from  Columbia  goes 
to  London.  None  of  their  furs  romc  to  the  United  States,  except  throngh  the 
London  market. 

The  export  trade  of  fure  from  the  United  States  ia  chiefly  to  London. 
Some  quantities  have  been  sent  to  Canton,  and  some  few  to  Hamhoigh; 
and  an  increasing  export  trade  in  beaver,  otter,  nutria,  and  vicimia  mol, 
prepared  for  the  hatter's  une,  is  carried  on  in  Mexico.  Some  fori  are  exported 
from  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston ;  but  the  principal  ^^ripmgntf  from 
the  United  States  are  from  New- York  to  London,  from  whence  they  an 


1  to  CTHTpait  of  tha  contiiwot. 
The  Unittd  Sutef  import  from  Sooth  Aineria,  DatiH,  Ticani*,  cbiodiilk, 
■od  ■  Tew  dwT  duoa ;  ■!»  for  n>U  Ann  lb<  Idbiia  Uond*,  off  Ibe  rn«r 
FUie.  A  quuilitf  of  beaver,  ottei,  Jte.,  an  broo^t  aimaallr  fiom  Santa 
ft,  Dnmcd  farm  tot  edgmga,  l™«>y,  cafiat  mafii,  fcc,  laoli  ■■  Hiolirali 
gcntt,  filch  akisa,  and  bine  imbbil,  an  rccchad  from  tha  north  of  Europ*  i 


wbcie  ii  conccDlrxed  neaily  ihe  whole  of  the  North  American  fiu  limit. 

Snch  B  the  pment  (tate  gf  Ihe  fiu  tiade,  bf  which  it  will  appear  that  the 
exleDdFd  nrar  <^  the  HodMo'i  Bay  C«oi|iaBr.  anil  iu  OMiiiipaljr  of  the  itfitn 
of  which  Asloiia  waa  the  kef,  hai  opcialed  to  tam  the  main  onnent  of  thia 
opateni  trade  into  the  cofleia  of  GiMt  Biiuin,  and  to  reitder  Loodos  tha 
anporium  inaiead  of  New- York,  a*  Mr.  AaUi  had  inlMided. 

We  will  nttioiii  ■  few  abaatvatiaoa  ««  the  animali  loaghi  after  in  lUi 
tnffic.  eilracted  tram  the  nme  inteUiseol  nwcs  wilh  the  preoeding  remaifca. 

Of  (A<  far-bearing  aiuMab,  "  the  preciooa  ennine,"  n  called  by  way  of 
inc-enunence,  ii  found,  of  the  beK  qualkr.  oolf  in  the  eold  icgioDa  ef  Eorope 
and  Alia.'  Ila  fur  ii  of  the  moat  perfect  whilenes,  except  the  tip  of  ita  tail, 
which  ia  of  a  briUianl  jhining  Uach.  With  theee  black  lipa  tacked  oo  tha 
■kn«,  they  are  beauliliilljr  ^ratted,  piodocillg  an  efiect  often  imitated,  b«t  ne*er 
equalled  ia  other  fan.  The  ermine  ia  of  the  gCDBe  mMtela,  (WMadJ  and 
reaeinbln  the  comman  weaKl  in  ita  farm  ;  ia  ftofo  ibniteea  to  MXteen  hKbca 
froni  the  lip  of  lliE  ooae  to  the  end  of  the  tail.  The  bodf  ia  bom  ten  la  twehro 
iocbea  long.  It  livei  in  hoUow  tieea,  rnei  faanka,  and  eipeciallr  in  beech 
(oteau ;  |)Teyi  on  imall  birda,  ia  >eiT  Aj,  aleepins  daring  the  day,  and 
employing  tlie  night  in  eeareh  of  Ibod.  "He  br  of  the  older  atumale  t>  pic- 
fcmd  to  the  younger.  It  ia  taken  bj  Biaici  and  Irapa,  and  aometinwa  riM 
with  blunl  arrows.  Attempu  have  been  made  to  domeatieate  it ;  bvt  it  i* 
eitnmely  wild,  and  baa  been  ibnnd  nnlameable. 

The  siblr  can  warccly  be  called  aecood  to  Ibe  eimine.  It  ii  a  native  at 
northern  Europe  and  Siberia,  and  ia  also  eS  the  genua  muatela.  In  Samoieda, 
Yakuisli,  KaniKhalka,  and  Ruaaian  Lapland,  it  ia  iound  of  the  liebeat  quality, 
and  daikcM  color.  In  ita  habita,  ii  regembln  the  ermine.  It  picyi  on  MUali 
•quirrela  and  birds,  slrepe  by  day,  aiid  prowls  br  Ibod  during  (he  ni^t.  It  ia 
ao  like  ihe  niBricn  in  every  particular  eicepi  ita  aiie,  and  the  dark  abada  of  ita 
color,  ihsi  DKuralists  have  not  decided  wbellier  it  ii  the  ricbeal  and  fineat  of 
the  marli'n  liibe,  ot  a  variety  of  that  qiedea.t  It  vaiiea  in  dimeinow  baa 
eighteen  lo  [wrncy  inche*. 


■  pHiUwUy  (T  laMllaa.  h 


Tlie  rich  dafk  riiades  of  ihe  mblr .  and  Ibe  aoowy  whiUncM  of  the  enniiK, 
the  great  drpth.  and  (he  peculiar,  oliiioM  flowing  aofiDCH  of  their  Aim  and 
fur,  linve  combined  lo  gnin  ihrm  t  prcfeience  in  all  conntrie*,  and  in  all  agea 
of  xhr  world.  In  this  nge,  they  maintain  Ihc  nine  relative  ntinute  in  ngard 
to  other  fore,  as  when  ihcy  tnniked  Ihc  mnk  of  the  prood  cnuader,  and  wen 
cmblaioned  in  heraldry  ;  but  in  most  European  nation*,  they  are  now  mn 
promiscuoualy  by  the  opulent. 

The  marlcns  from  I4onhetn  Asia  and  Ibe  MaaataiDs  <if  Kamachalka  alc 
much  Buperior  to  Ihe  American,  ihongh  in  nary  pack  li  American  marten 
akin*  there  are  a  certain  number  which  are  beauliflillf  riiaded,  wid  of  a  dark 
brown  olive  color,  of  great  deplb  and  tichneaa. 

Neil  tbeiK  in  valnc,  for  ornament  and  utility,  are  ibe  aea  otter,  the  mink, 
and  the  fiery  fox. 

The  fiery  fin  ia  the  bright  red  of  Asa  ;  ia  more  brilliBiitly  colored  and  <£ 
finer  liir  than  any  other  of  the  genus.  It  ii  highly  valued  fi>r  the  africDdor  of 
ita  red  color  and  the  Gneneaa  of  its  fiir.  It  is  the  standard  of  raise  on  the 
northeosieni  cnn>i  of  Asm. 

The  sea  oiler,  which  wan  fiial  introduced  into  commerce  in  1725,  from  tbg 
Aleutian  and  Kurile  blanda,  ia  an  exceedingly  fine,  soft,  close  fiir,  jet  black 
in  winter,  with  n  silken  glosa.  The  fiir  of  the  young  animal  is  of  a  beantiM 
broWD  color.  It  is  met  with  in  great  abundance  in  Bhering'a  Island,  Kan* 
Bchnlka.  Aleutian  and  Fox  Islands,  and  is  also  taken  on  the  oppoKte  coaate  of 
Nonli  America.  It  is  aomelimcs  taken  with  nets,  bat  tnoie  finiiieiuly  with 
clubs  and  Hpcars.     Tticir  food  is  principally  lobster  and  olher  riiell-Mi. 

In  1T80  furs  had  become  ao  scarce  in  Siberia,  that  the  supply  was  inaoffi* 
eient  fo[  the  demand  in  the  Asiatic  countries.  It  wna  at  this  time  that  Ibe 
sea  otter  was  introduced  into  the  markets  for  China.  The  skina  bion^l  adi 
incredible  prices,  as  lo  originate  immedialely  several  American  and  BiitiA 
eipeiliiioDB  to  ihe  noilhem  isbods  of  the  Pacific,  to  Nootka  Sonnd.  aid  ths 
norihwrtil  coast  uf  America  ;  but  the  Rossiana  already  had  jiiaaMJiai  of  iba 
ttacl  which  they  now  hold,  and  bod  arroneed  a  trade  for  Ihe  sea  otter  with  tbt 
Kuudek  tribes.  They  do  not  engross  the  trade,  howercr;  the  Amerieaa 
noithwcEl  tniding  sliipa  procure  them,  all  along  the  ooaal,  fiom  ths  Indiata. 

At  one  period,  the  fur  seals  formed  no  inconsiderBble  item  bi  iba  ttada. 
South  Georgia,  in  itoulh  latitude  fifiy-five  degrees,  diBrarercd  in  167S,  wM 
eigilured  hy  Captain  Cook  in  ITTI.  The  Americaiu  immediately  eoomeneed 
rairying  sea]  skins  thence  to  China,  where  they  obtained  ihe  moat  enriatiM 
prici-s.  One  iLiilllon  two  hundred  thousand  akins  have  been  taken  fimu  that 
island  alone,  and  nenrly  an  equal  number  from  tbe  Island  of  Deaolatkn,  ainca 
they  were  lirst  resorted  lu  for  the  purpose  of  commerce. 

Tlie  discovery  of  Ihc  SoBth  Sbetlands,  sixty-three  degrees  aontfa  latitade,  ia 
1818,  added  surprisingly  to  the  trade  in  fiir  seals.     Tbe  n 
the  South  Shetlaads  in  1831  and  18:23  uaoonted  lo 


Ao^ud.  IVm  nioMe  anlrMl  li  nmr  ibBOM  Mdnel  ta  all  dMW  Mitiili. 
ewteg  W  dw  exwnninitfaig  iTMcn  Bdaptcd  br  the  knten.  Hwr  ue  mS 
tiken  m  the  Lotwa  Iiluidi,  whne  (he  pwwMent  gOTemment  of  McatrridM 
imrict  the  6Aktj,  or  hunting,  widda  eeiwhi  Isniti,  iridcfa  iDMnca  tn  ■iiiimI 
leMni  ol  the  nk.     At  oetnin  traaatm  (beas  BmpUlaB,  br  the  pmptw  «f 


when  ibcre  ia  doi  ■  tnee  of  vegcMtkn.  In  ^  middle  vt  Jmrnaij,  dw 
Man  ill  mre  putiiUr  cleared  oT  Baw,  wbete  ■  few  paldwi  «f  Aoft  Mng- 
^htg  gTW  ipniig  Qp  in  fB*orab)e  ihaatkina ;  bat  the  nab  do  not  neott  to 
k  fcr  End.  The;  renuia  oo  the  roifa  not  iem  than  two  nKntb*,  wtAoM 
■Df  ■DMenanoe,  when  they  retan  mnefa  emaciated  to  die  aea. 

Bean  el  nriooi  apewe  and  cohna,  muj  Tuktka  of  Ae  fax,  die  wolT, 
Ae  beaver,  die  otter,  the  marten,  die  racoon,  du  badger,  dw  wohetine,  tba 
mipk,  the  Ijmi,  dw  mnduat,  (he  wooddiad,  the  nhUt,  the  han,  ai^  the 
■qoitiel,  aiB  natives  of  Notth  America. 

1^  beaver,  otter,  lynx,  fiaher,  bate,  and  taeoon,  an  nanl  principally  far 
hata  1  while  ihe  bean  of  eeverel  varietiea  foiniah  an  eicellent  material  fcv 
rieigh  lininga,  for  cavalry  cape,  and  other  military  eqnipmmta.  The  ha  at 
dn  black  fox  if  the  moat  valuable  of  any  of  the  American  vatieliea ;  and  tiest 
W  that  the  red,  which  ia  exported  to  China  and  Smyrna.  In  China,  the 
icd  ia  employed  for  Irimminga,  Uninga,  and  tobea ;  Ihe  latter  being  variegated 
by  adding  Ihe  black  fiir  of  Ihe  pawa,  in  apola  or  wana.  TbeiB  aie  many 
other  varietiea  of  American  fax,  aneh  aa  the  gny,  the  white,  the  enaa,  tha 
alver,  and  (he  don-colored.  The  >lver  fox  ia  a  ran  animal,  a  ntdva  tt 
die  woody  coontry  below  the  faUa  of  the  C<damhta  Kiver.  It  ha*  a  k»(, 
ihiefc,  deep  lead-colored  (ai,  Inleimingled  with  long  hain,  imnriably  wUle 
al  the  lop,  fctmmg  a  bright  Inatrooa  atvcr  gny,  eateejBtd  by  aome  mon 
beantifhl  dian  any  other  kind  of  fox. 

The  lUna  of  die  bnfila,  of  the  Roeky  Moantaio  dteep,  of  Taijooa  daat, 
and  of  the  antelope,  are  included  in  the  br  trade  with  the  Indiana  and  tnp- 
pen  of  the  north  and  wen. 

Foi  and  teal  akini  are  aenl  from  Gieenlend  to  Deimutk.  The  whiu 
fat  of  the  arctic  liii  and  polar  bear  ia  aometimea  bund  in  the  pacb  brought 
(o  the  tnden  by  tlie  moat  nonheni  tribea  of  Indiana,  hnl  ia  not  patticularij 
valuable.  The  aihret-tipped  nbbil  ia  peculiar  to  England,  and  ia  aem  thetwa 
to  Rusaia  and  China. 

Other  fiin  are  employed  and  valued  according  to  the  caprieca  of  bdooo, 
aa  well  in  thoee  cooniriea  when  thry  are  needed  fiir  defence*  againal  tba 
aevrriiy  of  the  traHma,  aa  among  the  inhabiunia  of  milder  dimalea,  who, 
hein);  of  Tartar  or  Sclavonian  dewenl,  are  nid  lo  inherit  an  attachment  to 
fiined  clothing.  Such  are  die  inhabilania  of  Poland,  of  Saathen»  Rama, 
of  China,  of  Peru,  of  Turkey,  umI  «U  the  nationa  of  Ootbio  origiB  hi  tha 
"      r  dm  bontaf  iwacf  Bpkud 


514  APPENDS. 


Egypt,  and  the  mild  climes  of  Buchario  and  Independent  Tartafy,  dwre  ii 
also  a  constant  demand,  and  a  great  consumption,  where  there  exists  no  phy» 
cal  nect'Hsity.  In  our  own  temperate  latitudes,  besides  their  use  in  the  ixv* 
they  are  in  request  for'  ornament  and  warmth  during  the  winter,  and  large 
quantities  arc  annually  consumed  for  both  purposes  in  the  United  States. 

From  the  foregoing  statements,  it  appears  that  the  iiir  trade  must  hrnee- 
forward  decline.  The  advanced  state  of  geographical  science  shows  that  no 
new  countries  remain  to  be  explored.  In  North  America,  the  •ninnW  an 
slowly  decreasing,  from  the  persevering  ettona  and  the  indiscriminate  alangbier 
practised  by  the  hunters,  and  by  the  appropriation  to  the  uses  of  man  of  those 
forests  and  rivers  which  have  afibrded  them  food  and  protectioo.  Tbry 
recede  with  the  aborigines,  before  the  tide  of  civilisation ;  but  a  diminiahfd 
supply  will  remain  in  the  mountains  and  uncultivated  tracts  of  this  and  other 
countries,  if  the  avidity  of  the  hunter  can  be  restiained  within  proper  lim- 
itations. 


Height  of  the  Rocky  MounUntu. 

Various  esUmates  have  been  msde  of  the  height  of  the  Rocky  Mountaiiui, 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  hsve,  ss  yet,  done  justice  to  their  real  ahitnde, 
wliich  promises  to  place  them  only  second  to  the  highest  mountains  of  the 
known  world.  Their  height  has  been  diminished  to  the  eye  by  the  great 
elevation  of  the  pis  ins  from  which  they  rlK.  They  consist,  according  to 
Long,  of  ridges,  knobs,  and  peaks,  variously  disposed.  The  more  ele%'ated 
parts  arc  covered  with  perpetual  snows,  which  contribute  to  give  them  a 
luminous,  and,  at  a  great  distance,  even  a  brilliant  appearance  ;  whence  tfary 
derived,  among  some  of  the  first  discoverers,  the  name  of  the  Shining  Moon- 
tains. 

Jnmes^s  Peak  has  generally  been  cited  as  the  highest  of  the  chain ;  and  its 
clHvation  above  the  common  level  has  been  oscertained,  by  a  trigonometrical 
measurement,  to  be  about  eight  thousand  five  hundred  feet.  Mr.  Long,  bow- 
ever,  judged,  from  the  position  of  the  snow  near  the  summits  of  other  peaks 
and  ridges  at  no  great  distance  fn)m  it.  that  they  were  much  higher.  Having 
heard  Professor  Renwick,  of  New-York,  express  an  opinion  of  the  altitude 
of  these  mountains  far  beyond  what  had  usually  been  ascribed  to  then,  we 
applied  to  him  for  the  authority  on  which  he  grounded  his  obaerration.  and 
here  subjoin  his  reply  : 

Columbia  College,  New-Yoxk,  Ftbruarg  S3,  1836. 
Deas  Sir^ — In  compliance   with  your  request,  I  have  to  conummicate 
some  facts  in  relation  to  the  heights  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  the 
whence  I  obtained  the  information. 


lo  comenatioD  with  Siinan  VGiUmsr,  &q.,  m  putnw  et  A>  NctAiMK 
Cwnpany.  he  lUted  to  dm  hk  fanpiTMinn,  Oat  tha  "™—'-'--  fa  tha  ridnlv 
•f  ibc  route  pnnwd  b;  tbe  tndenof  ihM  Mapur  wwa  BNilr  m  Mfb  i« 
lb*  Himakjm.  He  bul  binnBlf  cnaed  bgr  thii  roue,  aeen  dia  aiowy  ■■»• 
BUM  of  the  peaks,  and  experiEDced  a  degiM  of  oo4d  wfaieh  rcqairail  a  ^faU 
themmiKier  to  imlicate  it.  Hia  aathadty  far  tha  aatkute  ti  Ibe  hai^fa  waa 
•  (BUileman  who  bad  been  enqdoj«d  far  aBiml  yean  a*  Hirajwi  of  ikM 
trtlTf-T      Tim  coaienatioD  oaeiumi  aboBt  iiiliiiill  fcata  Ana. 

A  ytu  or  nro  sfienrarda,  I  had  iha  pliMWie  «t  dtaitag,  at  Major  Dda- 
fiabTa,  with  Mr.  Thompaoa,  the  geMleman  nfcttad  M  br  Mr.  iroaitn^. 
I  iDquired  <rf  him  in  relation  to  ibe  tliwMawM  lawtoiiad  br  Mr.  M'OiU 
linar,  and  he  Hated,  that,  by  the  jonit  neaM  at  Aa  baw mfa  and  tlitowa 
iKtric  meMDremeui,  he  had  ■Kwtained  lb*  bai^  of  am  i^  tba  paaha  t»  bl 
aboal  tmolr-fiTC  thtmaitd  feet,  and  tbata  wara  otbeiB  <f  Baulr  tba  auM 
beight  in  the  ricinitf. 

YoBntinIr, 

JAMES  RENWHX 

To  W.  iBTuto,  Eaq. 


Smggettioiu  itilk  regpeet  la  Hie  IndioH  tribtt,  and  tMe  pnleetiim  tf 
tmr  TVwfe. 
Id  the  codibc  of  ihia  wotk,  a  few  feneial  tamaika  bava  baan  haaarfad 
m|)ecting  the  Indian  thbes  of  the  pniiiea,  and  the  daufen  to  ba  appnbnMbid 
fion  them  in  liiiuie  time*  to  odt  tnde  bcrood  the  Rackf  Mimtaina  and  widi 
tbe  Spaniih  froatien.  Since  writing  tboae  lemarfca,  we  have  met  wbb  ai^M 
excellent  obseivalioua  and  MggeMkaa,  in  mannacripl,  oo  the  aauM  aabfccl, 
wrilWD  by  CspUin  Buiineville.  of  the  Uuileii  State*  army,  who  hu  lalcljr 
returned  from  a  long  iniilence  among  Ibe  tribea  of  ibe  Rockf  MounlanM 
Captain  B.  approve!  highly  of  the  plan  reoenily  adopted  by  tbe  Uoilcd  Sntea 
govrronietit  fur  the  orj^aniialion  of  a  regiment  of  dragoooa  lor  tbe  proUdioa 
of  our  wnterii  frontii-r,  and  the  usde  aeioaa  tbe  pniiiea.  "  Ho  other  iiieeiea 
of  luililory  forcr,"  he  oborrvei,  "  ia  at  all  conpelenl  lo  cope  with  tbeae  readcM 
and  wnndrring  hordes,  who  require  to  be  oppoaed  with  awiiineaa  qoiie  ■•  mtidl 
aa  with  mnngih ;  anJ  the  conaekiunm  thai  a  troop,  oniting  these  qaaUfi- 
calitHip,  ia  always  on  ihr  aim  lo  aienge  Iheii  onlragea  upon  tbe  aelileia  and 
Indert.  will  gu  very  fii  lowarda  natralning  them  (ram  ihe  perpetraiion  of 
iboK  ihcfii  anil  iiiurJen  wluch  ibey  hare  bereubre  eoniniitted  with  impa- 
nity,  whenever  alraugem  or  aopenorily  of  force  baa  given  iban 
Theit  imeieai  already  haa  dooe  aiDietbing  toward*  ibalr  | 
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our  countnrmen.  From  the  traders  among  them,  they  receive  their  wpphei 
in  the  greatest  abundance,  and  upon  very  equitable  terms ;  and  when  it  u 
remembered  tliat  a  very  contuderable  amount  of  property  ia  yearly  distributed 
nmunn;  them  by  the  government,  as  presents,  it  will  readily  be  perceived 
that  they  arc  greatly  dependent  upon  us  for  their  most  valued  resources.  li» 
supt^radded  to  this  inducement,  a  frequent  display  of  military  power  be  madtf 
in  their  territories,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  desired  security  and  peace 
will  be  fpeedily  aiforded  to  our  own  people.  But  the  idea  of  establishing  a 
permanent  amity  and  concord  amongst  the  various  east  and  west  tribes  them- 
Fclves,  eeems  to  me,  if  not  wholly  impracticable,  at  least  infinitely  more  difficult 
than  iiiauy  excellent  philanthropists  have  hoped  and  believed.  Those  nations 
which  have  so  lately  emigrated  from  the  midst  of  our  settlements  to  live  upoo 
our  western  borders,  and  have  made  some  progress  in  agriculture  and  the 
arts  of  civilization,  have,  in  the  property  they  have  acquired,  and  the  protec- 
tion and  aid  extended  to  them,  too  many  advantages  to  be  induced  readily  to 
take  uf)  arms  against  us,  particularly  if  they  can  be  brought  to  the  full  convic- 
tion that  their  new  homes  will  be  permanent  and  undisturbed ;  and  there  i» 
every  reason  and  motive,  in  policy  as  well  as  humanity,  for  our  ameliorating 
their  condition  by  every  means  in  our  power.  But  the  case  is  far  diflerent  with 
regard  to  the  Osages,  the  Kanzas,  the  Pawnees,  and  other  roving  horde* 
beyond  the  frfinticrs  of  the  settlements.  Wild  and  restless  in  their  chancier 
and  habitti,  ihey  are  by  no  means  so  susceptible  of  control  or  civilization ;  and 
tliry  are  urged  by  strong,  and,  to  them,  irresistible  causes  in  their  ntuatioD  md 
ntrcessitie^,  to  the  daily  periietration  of  violence  and  fnud.  Their  permanent 
Hubsisienee,  for  example,  is  derived  from  the  bufialo  hunting  grounds,  which 
lie  a  great  distance  from  their  towns.  Twice  a  year  they  are  obliged  to  make 
long  and  dangerous  expeditions,  to  procure  the  necessary  provi8i<His  for  them- 
selves and  their  families.  For  this  purpose  horses  are  absolutely  requisite,  for 
their  own  Cf>infort  and  safety,  as  well  as  for  the  transportation  of  their  food, 
and  their  little  stock  of  valuables ;  and  without  them  they  would  be  redoeed, 
during  a  great  i>ortion  of  the  year,  to  a  state  of  abject  misery  and  privation. 
I'hey  have  no  brood  mares,  nor  any  trade  sufficiently  valoabie  to  aupply  their 
yearly  l().<<ses,  and  endeavor  to  keep  up  their  stock  by  stealing  honws  from 
the  other  tribes  to  the  west  and  southwest.  Our  own  people,  and  the  tribes 
immediately  upon  our  borders,  may  indeed  be  protected  fi'om  their  depreda- 
ticiiis  ;  and  the  Kaiizas,  Osages,  Pawnees,  and  othen,  may  be  induced  to 
remain  at  peace  among  themselves,  so  long  as  they  are  permitted  to  puisne 
the  old  custom  of  levying  upon  the  Camanches  and  other  remote  nations 
fur  their  rompIt>ment  of  steeds  for  the  warriors,  and  pack-horses  for  their  trans- 
portations to  and  from  the  hunting  ground.  But  the  instant  they  are  forced 
to  maintain  a  p«'aceful  and  inoffensive  demeanor  towards  the  tribes  along 
the  Mexican  lK)rder.  and  fmd  that  every  violation  of  their  rights  is  followed 
by  the  avenging  arm  of  our  govenmient,  the  result  must  be,  that,  reduced  to  a 


«iM(lMdacH  and  wmM  iMdi  Ikaf  «■■  I 

«f  prndAniFBt  Tar  mtj  ■ 

VBf  tbej  u  jet  BOB 

^id  TemoTC  la  ihe  nei^ibnfaoad  af  Ifaa  Mwdean  limb.  ■; 

■  preditorr  wiifara  lDdfankataMTt)>  ^Mi  Ifa*  MaiioMa  and  «w 


I,  vhkh,  in  Mf  optntatt,  far  czMcds  tkat  of  uj  olbar  pMfl* 
•■  t>M  face  of  the  caidi,  Odr  inb^  bnnar,  ibEv  dwalpg  and  AiU  b 
As  wufara  of  tba  wildeniaa,  aad  Ae  ■■iiiiiAliit  lapiAr  a 
^AtdtUiqrw 


■Mda  and  ftiaeifitm  «f  warfan  wO  ahnya  prawot  them  fion  bal  and  ini^ 
trinabla  ddeat,  aid  aeenta  Atii  baaUaa  fiam  paiticipatmg  in  anr  Uw, 
howcnr  aevere,  wkieh  oar  tctrflMUioa  Balghl  d«al  on  to  tbciB. 

■■  The  Camaodiea  laf  tba  Meakana  aader  concAtkn  far  haiail  and 
Bale*,  which  ibe;  an  alwajra  engaged  hi  atealmg  fiom  Am  hi  iawadMa 
Tmabtn  ;  and  bom  Ihe  Camanebea,  all  the  nmng  tiibea  at  thafu  Wat,  bf 
•  ■■alilar  eaenioo  of  akill  and  dating,  aap|iir  thunaalraa  in  Inn.    It  8mm> 

(a  me,  iheidbre,  under  all  theae  lit laiaia.  that  the  appannt  fctUitr  af 

■cbemea  kr  te  hfcjt  ^1 


■wHWainipg  peace  upon  oar  own  immedjale  totdaia,  and  laave  dw  MiiiiiaiM 
and  the  Canunchea,  and  all  iha  tribea  hoadla  In  theaa  laal,  !•  aalda  ihak 
difleieneea  and  difficnltiea  in  tbelt  Mm  way. 

"  In  mder  to  give  fall  aecaii^  aad  pniUctiaB  lo  Mr  trading  partiia  dun 
iBling  in  all  direclwDa  through  the  great  pialriea,  I  ai 
Oat  a  faw  jndicic—  ineaaaKa  en  the  put  of  iha  g 
vary  limited  ripcue,  would  be  aaKcfanl  And,  in  al 
of  iurjf  tuu  alnadjr  be«on>«  an  object  <it  pi 
of  much  greater  cooaeqoence,  might  be  brought  about,  via.,  the  aecuing  W 
the  Slain  a  mon  Taliuble  and  incrruing  trade,  now  carried  on  br  caravaaa 
direclly  lo  Sanu  Fe. 

"  Al  to  thr  Snl  draideraliuD  :  the  Indiana  can  onlf  be  made  to  reaped  lb* 
lires  and  piDfwny  of  the  Ameiicaa  piniea,  by  rendeiing  ibem  dependent  apon 
lu  lor  ibFir  nippllH;  which  can  aloDe  be  done  with  complele  efleet  bf  iha 
eMubluhment  of  ■  irading  poet,  with  teaident  traden,  at  lome  point  whiA 
will  unite  a  nifficivnl  Diunbri  of  adTBniagea  lo  attract  the  aereial  liibea  to 
iUrlf.  in  prrtircncc  lo  ihrir  prrwnt  places  of  resort  for  that  parpew  i  far  H 
ia  ■  urll-knowii  fact,  thai  tl^  Indiana  will  alwajra  prolrcl  their  trader,  and 
ifaoa:  in  whom  he  ia  inlerealcd,  ao  long  aa  thej  derive 
re  preaenled  lo  ihoae  al  the  north,  br  Ihe  n 


Itflbo  IIudKirv'*  Bay  CamiiDny  ttnnngM  ibrm,  nndcn  tin  oonrfilbai iflk 

pk  in  ihal  qiun«T  )«■  nnu'p  i  bui  I  iliinh  it  will  >|>p*>r. 
iJM  "iMi  cnraoiy  piaoiinktron.  thni  On  Mirh  aiipnailian  funtirr  n 
fUlnUlo^il.  BO  as  lo  wraliCD  Ar  bMiKHlo  nl  niKh  an  rMnblfatln 

"In  tcmudTring  thia  maiwr,  thv  lim  qHr«iinll  whkh  {imml*  ]l>elf  ^whnt 
'  to  Ihrsi;  tribra  now  mnkp  ihrir  urhangn,  anil  nlitnin  ihrlr  nmrvBiy  ■ 
Tbry  man  alnmn  rxcltuivrly  in  ihe  Uriiriiia.  win,  UiDnuvK*,  p 
n  ua  whatcViT  Ch*  liuliwu)  mnfl  firk  (at.     tn  1h)*  loiiil  of  rirw,  A 
IWn-M  {mtAm,  ii  wauL)  b»  an  may  maiUY  Ibr  ua  to  mtmapiilin  ihi 

Rr.,  All  ih«i  i*  waniini  i»«an»  himilan  uiuir  pormiifMi  ta  ihr  a>im« 
^Atn  ihnt  olH-nd  by  thr  M-rA^ina,  ta  gtie  ut  the  ntullifmifil  (ojirtlani)' : 
■cli^cilim  uT  mch  a  (mint  rrqaSii!!  baT  a  kmnrlnffr'  or  flic  tfn^  hct.  tl«t 
te  natinna  iiivRritMy  wiiilvr  u[Hm  tlir  hrad  watTn  of  itir  Arlianaw.  tad 
V  prrrian'  all  their  bufli1i>  ruhcs  foT  Iradc,  TVw  rotvi  art!  henTy.  aiJ, 
be  IndlHii,  vpiy  dllfteoti  or  innsfHirtnilon.  Nothing  bni  nrcrmitj  in>h»» 
m  lo  travrl  any  finat  dieunt^e  with  >iir^  Incoim^nleni  bagga^.  A  |>cM, 
ihpiv-rnn',  mabluduril  apoii  thr  Iitsd  vaiert  of  dw  AAama*,  dubiI  IrtlUUf 
HKiure  an  unrantitited  pn&nnw  ovn  iha(  of  <h«  Mriimiu,  Fvrn  ai  dHr 
pripra  and  ram  of  bartfr.  Umi  IM  thr  drasmn*  nywaJDintlly  mon  ahui 
unang  Ihrcp  jvviidv  in  lirg*  pirtin,  impmring  OtFin  wiih  ibr  pni|ipr  MUmaa 
Of  OUT  iK)w*r  tn  |irub^'t  »nil  to  pnriMr,  and  at  <niM  wr  hare  coiii)4fu  uiJ 
aaaiTnl  oniuriiy  fur  aU  dlli^nH  whnon  «ntrr)irisr  maf  Ind  ihcnl  bpyimJ  l&> 
bnrdvr.  and  an  rud  lo  tbf  nutrapv  and  dr|iivt)nttc<ni  which  now  itof  lb 
lu>tMc|M  iiT  Uii-  Irnrvllrr  in  tlir  pnirin,  and  imw  and  dtpna  di*  nuM 
•dvanugciiua mniiiiFrcc.  Such  a  puat  iifmI  noi  br  ainniger  ihan  filly  mm; 
lwiiniy-l!T«  TO  be  ciit|itiiyrd  a*  hnnlv n,  lo  aupply  Qk  Earriion,  and  thr  Ir^do* 
M  a  dcieoec  agaion  any  hocliliiy.  SiluiUrd  bnp  u;hhi  (Iik  Eood  laoda  of  (b 
Arkanaaa.  in  the  midal  of  nbundani'f  nf  liinli*r,  wllilo  il  nntclit  b«  Irjil  up  at 
«  nioM  liwonaidFrable  ezppnae,  aneh  an  cstalWiABiriii  wUAin  nlni'lr  mibi*  i^ 
Sanu  ¥i  nr  Ta»  would  be  mon  tlian  jiuUtli>d  by  Oic  uUiin  »ni(  moR  laipo*- 
tanl  kdvanUK^a  before  alluded  to,  leaving  ihe  pmlpcthm  of  (he  imltn  widi 
thr  Indian  Iribea  mtirely  nut  of  the  qUratlon, 

"  This  great  iiade ,  cairivd  on  by  etmnnt  i<i  Sanu  FA.  aiminUy  laula  um 
hundred  wvgona  wiih  merrbandlH,  which  b  barien'd  in  itir  (lOTibem  juvmxm 
or  Mexko  foi  cash  and  for  heater  fun.  The  nuincnio"  ortiol—  ■'irfadnl  M 
conttabgnd,  and  the  rxurbitsni  dntira  laid  upon  all  ibnw  that  an  aduiiltr^  b| 
ihe  Mcidcan  govermnrnt.  present  so  many  ohniaiJea  lo  entnmerKc,  thai  I  *m 
well  pfrauadrd,  that  if  a  pom,  mrli  aa  !■  hrir  Hutgmed.  ihoalij  tm  oMbl^iTd 
on  [be  Arkanna,  it  would  tiecomv  the  pUer  of  drgiDalTe.  not  >aily  ta  Uc 
pnsenl  tnide,  hul  fiir  nup  infinitely  morr  e>lrude4,  tlrtr  the  Hejiksiia  miah< 
purrhaac  tbrir  aiipplieii,  oliJ  nii|^t  well  aflbrd  lo  nil  liielD  UJftaV  flllUl 
would  Bilrace  all  campctiiimi  frem  any  oihw  quMter, 


•nuig  the  iiii^avtlBiid.  cMid  bB  RBBdilr  ptaemd.  Tto  l^pw  Ml— Ml 
I"-*"""  can  fiumdi  hi—,  at  vcsj  JiBip  nla^  ts  aqr  ^^ibn  «f  tba  ^bb 
tn>o|ifl  who  miffai  be  deniU  far  ihairff  of  Ae  ■»■*<■■  tuaHii ;  sad.te 


tberelbre,  iliipiiHd  I 
«K  at  ibc  nxjulfa  of  ihe  Yellow  SWoe  Sirer,  and  coe  on  the  AlkantM,  wodd 
CoDiplelely  protect  all  our  peofje  ia  Cray  KetioB  of  the  gKU  nUenaaa  «f 
Ike  Wai ;  while  other  adranlBfn,  al  leaal  whk  npid  to  amt  of  A^,  <■>• 
fiD  and  urge  rhtrnggftboa.  A  fan  at  ifac  naosA  cf  Talltrw  aiant.^iifc— i 
br  fifty  mtD,  WDuU  be  pnfcclly  mtc  TW  oMblktSMM  hWU  b«  tinaMixri^ 
rimply  will)  ■  Tiew  to  the  Hocca,  tfMm  br  iha  dragooo^  bonca,  and  qoancB 
ibr  the  legalar  ganJaaa ;  the  teal  bdnf  t«°wdtd  with  ihcda  or  lodaea,  oacMd 
ta  Ihe  neiiiiif,  ibf  ibtir  iiailiiini  Amiaf  iha  waiei  montta." 
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